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“IS EVERY EVENT IN OUR LIFE 

PLANNED OUT BY GOD?” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Many Have Been Taught That Every Event In Life Has Been Pre-Planned By 

God. 

1. They believe God has chosen their profession, their mate, their fate, and 

their eternal destiny. 

 

2. Spiritually they wait for their “call” to salvation or to ministry. 

a. And even then there is uncertainty! 

b. “How can I be SURE I am doing what God wants me to do?” 

 

 

B. (►)  Others, Especially Young People Struggle -- “How Do I Know What God 

Wants Me To Do With My Life?” 

1. They agonize over their major in college. 

 

2. They finish college and have NO idea what job or what kind of job they 

want. 

 

3. They struggle with their career -- what job do I take? Do I stay in this 

career? 

 

4. They want God to give them an answer in NEON LIGHTS in the sky! 

a. When they don’t see neon lights, they feel alone! 

b. They feel forgotten or ignored by God. 

c. They wonder if God really cares about them! 

d. They may question their relationship with God -- “Am I really a faithful 

child of God?” “Is He really interested in me?” “Is He angry with me?” 

e. Some will pray and pray seeking an answer! 

 

 

C. What Does The Bible Teach About These Questions? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Why People Might Believe That Every Event Is Pre-Planned By God. 

A. Heb. 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment,” 
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1. “once” -- “one time for all time.” 

 

2. The context: “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment, 28so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those 

who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for 

salvation.” 

 

3. Man’s ONE TIME DEATH parallels Christ’s ONE TIME DEATH in which 

He offered Himself for man’s sins! 

 

4. This passage is NOT TEACHING that God has an appointed second for you 

to die and there is NOTHING YOU CAN DO TO CHANGE IT! 

 

5. Any of us could jump in front of a car, truck, or train at any time -- And 

GOD IS NOT MAKING US DO THAT!!!! 

 

 

B. (►)  Jer. 29:11 “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 

LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

1. Many quote this verse to say to a graduate or one who has lost his/her job, 

“God has a job for you!” or to one dating who has broken up, “God has 

another person for you.” 

 

2. Judah was in open rebellion against God; Jeremiah was wailing as he saw 

their disobedience and the punishment that God had planned for them. 

 

3. He pled for them to repent. 

 

4. In this passage, God explains that He would like to give them peace and not 

evil; however, what they received would be determined by how they 

respond to God. 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  “For He says: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the 

day of salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 

now is the day of salvation.” II Cor. 6:2 

1. Some use this verse to suggest that God has a time for sinners to be saved. 

 

2. Calvinists believe man has not choice; God chooses the time; some believe 

that God just has a time for sinners to make the choice -- NOW! 

 

 

D. (►)  Because They Misunderstand The Omniscience Of God! 

1. Does He know everything? YES! 

 

2. He knows everything that has happened in the past, that is happening 

presently, and that will happen in the future. 
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3. However, a problem -- people equate omniscience with determinism 

(everything is pre-planned)! This is such a false conclusion!!! 

 

 

E. (►)  Because They Misunderstand Providence. 

1. Many think that believing in providence means believing in miracles; others 

believe that providence means God has our life pre-planned. 

 

2. “Providence” merely means “God will provide.” 

 

3. Joseph: 

a. His brothers envied him, sold him into slavery, and deceived their 

father by insinuating that a wild beast had killed him. 

b. God used the awful circumstances in Joseph’s life to save his family 

and the nation of Israel. 

c. Gen. 45:5-8 “But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with 

yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 

preserve life. 6For these two years the famine has been in the land, and 

there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor 

harvesting. 7And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you 

in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8So now it 

was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father 

to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land 

of Egypt.” 

d. Gen. 50:19,20 “Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in the 

place of God? 20But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 

meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save 

many people alive.” 

 

4. Esther 

a. Jewish girl in captivity to the Medes. 

b. She became the queen. 

c. Haman developed such hate for the Jews that he passed an edict to kill 

them all. 

d. Mordecai realized that God might use her in His providence. “who 

knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

Es. 4:14. 

5. Using the circumstances and Esther’s courage, God provided 

deliverance for the Jews from impending annihilation. 

 

5. The MAIN POINT you and I need to remember: “God Will Provide!”  “God 

Will Take Care Of You!” 

 

6. Truths about God’s providential care. 

a. He will never operate in any way that is in conflict with His nature or 

revealed Will! 
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1. He doesn’t tempt people to do wrong! Js. 1:13,14 

2. He does not save people directly! Mk. 16:15,16; Js. 1:21; I Pet. 

1:22,23 

b. Providence will not negate man’s free will. 

1. Mt. 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets 

and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 

your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you were not willing!” 

2. Rev. 22:17 “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him 

who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever 

desires, let him take the water of life freely.” 

3. God did not force ANYONE to be evil or good! 

a. God used the wicked Assyrians to punish Israel. Is. 10:5-7. 

The Assyrian is described: “it is in his heart to destroy.” 

b. He used the wicked Babylonians to punish Judah. Hab. 1:5-11. 

“I will work a work…” He was working through this evil 

nation. 

c. God used Pharaoh’s hardness to lead to Israel’s freedom from 

Egypt. Ex. 8:15; 9:34 

 

 

F. It Takes Away People’s Feeling Of Personal Responsibility! 

1. They feel they have no responsibility for bad decisions. 

 

2. Many Calvinists believe everything is preplanned! 

 

3. Some who reject Calvinism in matters of salvation still believe those 

concepts in their personal life! 

 

 

G. It Makes Those Who Believe It Feel Exceptional! 

 

 

 

II. (SLIDE #5)  The DANGERS Of Believing That Every Event In Our Life Is 

Planned Out By God! 

A. If Everything Is Going “Hunky Dorey”, This Is A Nice Belief. 

 

 

B. BUT What About When Things Start Going BAD???????????? 

1. If you marry thinking it is God’s Will and your mate commits adultery and 

leaves you, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

 

2. What if a child is born with deformities? 

 

3. What if a child dies? 
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4. What if your income suddenly ceases? 

 

 

C. Are We REALLY PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE LOGICAL 

CONSEQUNECES? 

 

 

D. Was It In His Plan Or Was It His Will: 

1. For your mate to die? 

 

2. For your parent to die? 

 

3. For you to experience the death of a child? 

 

4. For you or a loved one to get cancer? 

 

5. For you to lose your job? 

 

6. For your mate to divorce you? 

 

7. For Children To Be Sexually Molested? 

 

8. If you think God did all these things TO you, you will end up being ANGY 

AT GOD! Then you will be angry at the one WHO LOVES YOU THE 

MOST! 

 

 

E. If Everything Is Pre-Planned, Why Pray??????????????? The Reality Is That 

When We Understand His Providential Care, We Should Pray About Many 

Things! 

1. Health. 

a. Look how God has provided during your lifetime! 

b. If no answer is found, pray that He will provide.  It might be by another 

doctor. 

 

2. Peace in the world. 

 

3. Food can be provided. 

 

4. Mate can be provided. 

 

5. Paul’s desire to go to Rome. He prayed about it! Rom. 1:9,10; 15:30-32 

a. Upon his return to Jerusalem at the end of the 3rd Missionary Journey, 

he was arrested. Ac. 21:28. That night God told him he would bear 

witness in Rome. Ac. 23:11 

b. His life was saved when he was taken to Caesarea by night.  Ac. 

23:31ff. 
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c. There he was imprisoned for 2 years.  24:27. 

d. He used his citizenship to appeal to Caesar. 25:11 

e. He was put on a ship to Rom. 27:1 

f. Even when shipwrecked, an angel told him that he would stand before 

Caesar. 27:24 

g. He came to Rome. 28:16 

h. Prayers Prayed! Prayers answered! Providence worked! 

i. Purpose? 

1. Phil 1:12 The Gospel converted more in Rome. 

2. The Romans were strengthened. 

 

6. Safety. 

a. Do you pray for safety in travel? 

b. Do you do it every time you get in a car? On a bicycle? 

c. What about flying? Flying over the ocean? 

d. What if you were in a plane crash? 

1. Did God not answer or hear your prayer? 

2. Keep in mind that there is always human will in matters. 

a. What if a mechanic unintentionally or intentionally did not 

tighten a bolt? 

b. What if the pilot decided to commit suicide? 

3. If you crash and are killed, are you SAFE? 

a. Ps. 23:4 “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;” 

b. Is everything really OK if you die in the Lord? 

c. You are “Safe In The Arms Of Jesus.” 

 

 

 

III. (SLIDE #6)  God’s Word About Predestination And Election. 

A. (►)  Jesus Christ Was Predestined To Be The Messiah! 

1. Ac. 2:22,23 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man 

attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did 

through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know--23Him, being 

delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have 

taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;” 

 

2. “To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, 

that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 

beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through 

Jesus Christ; 10to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 

made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the 

heavenly places, 11according to the eternal purpose which He 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and 

access with confidence through faith in Him.” Eph. 3:8-12 
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3. II Tim. 1:8-11 “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 

nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel 

according to the power of God, 9who has saved us and called us with a holy 

calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and 

grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10but has 

now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has 

abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
11to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the 

Gentiles.” 

 

 

B. (►)  The Kingdom, The Church, Is The Home Of The Saved! 

1. Eph. 1:4,5 “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
5having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 

according to the good pleasure of His will,” 

 

2. Dn. 2:44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left 

to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 

and it shall stand forever.” 

 

 

C. (►)  The Plan Of Salvation! 

1. Eph. 1:4,5 ““just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5having 

predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according 

to the good pleasure of His will,” 

 

2. Hearing the Gospel, Rom. 10; Believing in Jesus, Mk. 16:16; John 8:24; 

Repenting of sins; Ac. 2:38; Confessing faith in Christ, Ac. 8:37; and Being 

Baptized to be saved by the Blood of Christ, Mk. 16:15,16; Rom. 6:3,4; Ac. 

22:16. 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  The Life That Saved People Must Live! 

1. Eph. 1:4,5 “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5having 

predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will,” 

 

2. Rom. 8:29,30 “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 

many brethren. 30Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 

whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He 

also glorified.” 
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E. (►)  That Jews Would Hear The Gospel First; That Because Of Their Unbelief 

Gentiles Would Be Privileged To Hear The Message; That Gentiles Would In 

Turn Proclaim That Message To The Jews. 

1. Rom. 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for 

the Greek.” 

 

2. Romans 11 

 

 

F. The Bible Says NOTHING About Everything In Our Personal Life Being 

Predetermined! 

 

 

 

IV. (SLIDE #8)  God’s Word Talks About Man Having Free Will And Making 

Choices: 

A. He Made Us As Intelligent Beings; He Gave Us Minds To Use To Make Use 

Good Judgment And Make Good Decisions. 

 

 

B. God Has ALWAYS Given Man Choice! 

1. God gave Adam the choice to name every animal. Gen. 2:19,20 “Out of the 

ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the 

air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And 

whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20So Adam 

gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the 

field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.” 

 

2. God gave Adam and Eve choice -- not to touch or eat of the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good And Evil.  

a. Gen. 2:16,17 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of 

every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 

of it you shall surely die.’” 

b. Gen. 3:2,3 “And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit 

of the trees of the garden; 3but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 

midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you 

touch it, lest you die.’” 

c. Did God create them to condemn them? Absolutely not! 

d. But He gave them choice to be obedient or disobedient! 

 

3. Cain could have offered an acceptable sacrifice but he chose to offer an 

unacceptable one and his worship was rejected by God. 

 

4. Cain could have been happy that Abel’s worship was accepted but he chose 

to kill him. 
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5. Noah chose to obey God, built the Ark, and saved his family and the human 

race. 

 

6. Abraham sacrificed his son and received God’s promises. 

 

7. Moses chose to live for God and became the leader of Israel. 

 

8. David could have chosen purity but he chose to commit adultery. 

 

9. Absalom could have chosen to honor his dad; but he chose to rebel against 

David. 

 

10. Mary loved God and God used her to bring the Messiah into the world! 

 

11. Judas betrayed Jesus for money and committed suicide. 

 

12. Paul repented and was baptized and became the Apostle to the Gentiles. 

 

 

C. People Make Choices Today; Many Are Destructive! 

1. A person smokes, gets lung cancer, and is dying. 

 

2. A person drinks and drives and an innocent child is killed by the drunk 

driver. 

 

3. A person commits adultery, destroys a home, and destroys many lives. 

 

4. A husband gambles and his family loses their home. 

 

 

D. Choices God Allows You To Make; These Are Not PLANNED For You! 

1. Your occupation. 

 

2. Who you will marry. (Mention how so many said that Vicky and I were 

meant to be, even if her dad had moved to Arizona). 

 

3. Where you live. (Lot is a classic example; God did not choose Sodom for 

him and his family). 

 

4. What you eat. 

 

5. What you will do with your life each day. 

 

6. The job that you will take if you have lost your job. 
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7. Your eternal destiny! (Man has always had free will spiritually!) 

a. Gen. 2:16,17 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of 

every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 

of it you shall surely die.” 

b. Gen. 3:2,3 “And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit 

of the trees of the garden; 3but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 

midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you 

touch it, lest you die.’” 

c. Gen. 4:7 “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not 

do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should 

rule over it.” [NIV “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 

But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it 

desires to have you, but you must master it.”] 

d. Dt. 11:26-28 “Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse: 
27the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God 

which I command you today; 28and the curse, if you do not obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way 

which I command you today, to go after other gods which you have not 

known.” 

e. Jn. 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 

f. Jn. 14:23 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will 

keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him 

and make Our home with him.’” 

g. Jn. 15:6,7 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 

and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and 

they are burned. 7If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you 

will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” 

h. There are 2 roads! 

1. Mt. 7:13,14 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 

broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who 

go in by it. 14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way 

which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” 

2. Dt. 30:19,20 “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against 

you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; 

therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 
20that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His 

voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the 

length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the 

LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give 

them.” 

3. Ezek. 18:4-20 

4. Josh. 24:15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose 

for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 

which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, 

or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for 

me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
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5. Rev. 22:17 “And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him 

who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever 

desires, let him take the water of life freely.” 

 

 

E. Assistance As You Make Choices: 

1. Be grateful that God gives you choice! 

 

2. Use you intellect! 

 

3. Seek advice from others. 

 

4. Examine the consequences of your choice (Lot surely did not do that!) 

 

5. You can live for Christ ANYWHERE you live. 

 

6. Marry someone who will help you live for God, get to Heaven, guide 

children to God, and impact others in this world! 

 

7. You can evangelize others no matter where you live! 

 

8. Choose Christ, Choose salvation; Choose Heaven! 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. So Is Every Event In Our Lives Planned Out By God? ABSOLUTELY NOT! 

 

 

B. Make Wise Choices That Glorify Him, That Are Holy, That Are Always Made 

With Heaven As Your Ultimate Goal! 

 

 

C. What A Privilege It Is To Extend The Invitation -- The Very Fact That The 

Invitation Is Extended Emphasizes Your Choice To Choose To Become A 

Christian Or To Repent As A Christian! WHAT A BLESSING! 


