
 1 

 

 

 

 

“THINKING LIKE A CHRISTIAN!” 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. What Has THE GREATEST Impact Upon Your Thinking? 

 

 

B. What Has THE GREATEST Impact Upon Your Decisions? 

 

 

C. Is Your Thinking Christ-like? Christ-driven? 

 

 

D. Is Your Thinking Un-Christ-like? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Thinking Like An Atheist Or A Materialist. 

A. (Slide #3)  Ps. 19:1 “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” (Also Ps. 

53:1) 

 

 

B. (►)  Rom. 1:21-23 “because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him 

as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish 

hearts were darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed 

the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and 

birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  Solomon, Raised With Godly Teaching And Devoted To God, Let 

His Wives And Concubines Cause Him To Reject God And Live Like A 

Materialist. (Focuses Of A Materialist) 

1. Work: 

a. 1:3 “What profit has a man from all his labor In which he toils under 

the sun?” 

b. The earth just keeps moving along: “One generation passes away, and 

another generation comes; But the earth abides forever. 5The sun also 

rises, and the sun goes down, And hastens to the place where it arose.” 

Ecc. 1:4,5 
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2. Wisdom: 

a. 1:12,13 “I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I set 

my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is done 

under heaven; this burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, 

by which they may be exercised.” 

b. 1:18 “For in much wisdom is much grief, And he who increases 

knowledge increases sorrow.” 

c. 2:15 “So I said in my heart, ‘As it happens to the fool, It also happens 

to me, And why was I then more wise?’ Then I said in my heart, ‘This 

also is vanity.’” 

 

3. Wine: 

a. 2:3 “I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, while 

guiding my heart with wisdom, and how to lay hold on folly, till I might 

see what was good for the sons of men to do under heaven all the days 

of their lives.” 

b. 10:19 “A feast is made for laughter, And wine makes merry; But money 

answers everything.” 

 

4. Pleasure: 

a. 2:1 “I said in my heart, ‘Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore 

enjoy pleasure’; but surely, this also was vanity.” 

b. 8:15 “So I commended enjoyment, because a man has nothing better 

under the sun than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this will remain with 

him in his labor all the days of his life which God gives him under the 

sun.” 

 

5. Laughter: 

a. 2:2 “I said of laughter--‘Madness!’; and of mirth, ‘What does it 

accomplish?’” 

b. 7:6 “For like the crackling of thorns under a pot, So is the laughter of 

the fool. This also is vanity.” 

 

6. Possessions: 

a. “I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself 

vineyards. 5I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds 

of fruit trees in them. 6I made myself water pools from which to water 

the growing trees of the grove. 7I acquired male and female servants, 

and had servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater possessions of 

herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me. 8I also 

gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings 

and of the provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of 

the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds.” Ecc. 2:4-8 

b. Ecc. 2:10 “Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did 

not withhold my heart from any pleasure, For my heart rejoiced in all 

my labor; And this was my reward from all my labor.” 
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c. Ecc. 2:18 “Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the 

sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.” 

d. You come into life with nothing; you leave with nothing! Ecc. 5:15,16 

“As he came from his mother's womb, naked shall he return, To go as 

he came; And he shall take nothing from his labor Which he may carry 

away in his hand. 16And this also is a severe evil-- Just exactly as he 

came, so shall he go. And what profit has he who has labored for the 

wind?” 

 

7. (Slide #5)  The result of a materialistic lifestyle! 

a. (►)  2:24 “Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and 

drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor.” 

1. 3:13 “and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the 

good of all his labor--it is the gift of God.” 

2. 5:18 “Here is what I have seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat 

and drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils 

under the sun all the days of his life which God gives him; for it is 

his heritage.” 

3. 8:15 “So I commended enjoyment, because a man has nothing 

better under the sun than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this will 

remain with him in his labor all the days of his life which God 

gives him under the sun.” 

4. 9:7 “Go, eat your bread with joy, And drink your wine with a 

merry heart; For God has already accepted your works.” 

b. (►)  Time to live; time to die! 3:2 

c. (►)  Men and animals die and turn into dust! 3:19,20 “For what 

happens to the sons of men also happens to animals; one thing befalls 

them: as one dies, so dies the other. Surely, they all have one breath; 

man has no advantage over animals, for all is vanity. 20All go to one 

place: all are from the dust, and all return to dust. 

d. (►)  Just better to be dead! 4:2 “Therefore I praised the dead who were 

already dead, More than the living who are still alive.” 

e. (►)  You die and are just forgotten! Ecc. 9:5 “For the living know that 

they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more 

reward, For the memory of them is forgotten.” 

 

8. (►)  Solomon’s conclusion: 

a. 1:1 “‘Vanity of vanities,’ says the Preacher; ‘Vanity of vanities, all is 

vanity.’” 

b. 12:8 “‘Vanity of vanities,’ says the Preacher, ‘All is vanity.’” 
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II. (Slide #6)  Thinking Like A Politician. 

A. (Slide #7)  Advocating Their Agenda 

1. Pro-life or Pro-abortion 

 

2. Tax increases or Tax cuts 

 

3. Concern about other countries or concern about our own country 

 

4. Concern about immigration of people who might seek us harm versus 

immigration of people seeking a better life or seeking to flee persecution; 

legal immigration versus illegal immigration. 

 

5. Health care 

 

6. Reaction to Islamic radical Caliphate promoters 

 

7. Jobs 

 

8. The economy 

 

9. Gas, oil 

 

10. Care for military returnees and their medical needs 

 

11. Infrastructure 

 

12. Privacy versus government surveillance of citizens 

 

 

B. (►)  Poll Numbers. (Checking The Tea Leaves!) 

 

 

C. (►)  Party Platform 

 

 

D. (►)  Advice Of Close Advisors. 

1. Herodias to Herod. Mt. 14:3-11; Mk. 6:17-28 

a. John the Baptizer condemned Herod’s marriage to his sister-in-law, 

Herodias. 

b. He wanted to kill John but was afraid. 

c. Herodias’ daughter danced before the king; foolishly he offered her 

anything she wanted up to one-half of the kingdom. 

d. Her mother urged her to ask for the head of John on a platter. 
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2. Counsellors to Rehoboam. I Ki. 12:1-33 

a. The older men suggested that he lessen taxes and have compassion for 

the people; Rehoboam rejected that wise advice. I Ki. 12:6,7 

b. The younger men urged Rehoboam to be much harsher on the people! I 

Ki. 12:8-14 

c. The 10 northern tribes seceded and submitted to Jeroboam. I Ki. 12:15-

33 

 

 

E. Absalom: 

1. He sought to turn the hearts of the people of Israel away from his father and 

to himself. 

 

2. II Sa. 15:2-6 “Now Absalom would rise early and stand beside the way to 

the gate. So it was, whenever anyone who had a lawsuit came to the king for 

a decision, that Absalom would call to him and say, ‘What city are you 

from?’ And he would say, ‘Your servant is from such and such a tribe of 

Israel.’ 3Then Absalom would say to him, ‘Look, your case is good and 

right; but there is no deputy of the king to hear you.’ 4Moreover Absalom 

would say, ‘Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has 

any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice.’ 5And so 

it was, whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put 

out his hand and take him and kiss him. 6In this manner Absalom acted 

toward all Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the 

hearts of the men of Israel.” 

 

 

F. Pharaoh 

1. Ex. 5:1,2 “Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, ‘Thus 

says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they may hold a feast 

to Me in the wilderness.’” 2And Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the LORD, that I 

should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, nor will I 

let Israel go.’” (He then told the Israelites, “Get back to your labor.” 4) 

 

2. Every time God sent a command he didn’t like, Pharaoh hardened his heart! 

 

 

G. Pilate: Mt. 27:23-27; Mk. 15:15; Lk. 23:13-25; Jn. 18:38-40; Jn. 19:4-13 

1. Pilate knew Jesus was an innocent man; however, he sought to gratify 

popular demands! 

 

2. He saw the vile hatred of the mob escalating; he washed his hands of the 

matter and turned Jesus over to the mob. 

 

3. He sought to release Jesus but the Jews cried “If you let this Man go, you 

are not Caesar’s friend.” 
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4. Wanting to appease the people, he released Barabbas to them and sent Jesus 

to be scourged and then crucified! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #8)  Thinking Like An Immoral Person. 

A. (Slide #9)  “I Do WHATEVER I Want, WHENEVER I Want, WITH 

WHOMEVER I Want To Do It!” 

 

 

B. Just Read Romans 1:22-32 When The Gentiles Rejected God And Lived Like 

Materialists And Atheists, They Began To Worship Idols And To Practice Every 

Kind Of Abomination And Sin They Could Imagine! 

 

 

C. When One Is A Slave Of Sin, He Is Addicted To Sin And Practices More And 

More Sin! Rom. 6:19 “For just as you presented your members as slaves of 

uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present 

your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.” 

 

 

D. There Is An Old Adage: “Sin Will Take You Farther Than You Want To Go, 

Keep You Longer Than You Want To Stay And Cost You More Than You Are 

Willing To Pay.” 

 

 

E. Study The Life Of Jeroboam As He Took Israel Further And Further Away From 

God! I Ki. 12:25-33 

 

 

F. Study The Life Of David -- His Sins Brought AWFUL Consequences In His Life 

And In The Life Of His Family! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #10)  God’s Direction For The Mind Of A Christian! 

A. (Slide #11)  Solomon’s Advice: 

1. Ecc. 12:1 “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before 

the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, ‘I have no 

pleasure in them’:” 

 

2. Ecc. 12:13,14 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God 

and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. 14For God will bring 

every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or 

evil.” 
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B. (Slide #12)  David’s Prayer: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 

my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.” 

Ps. 19:14 

 

 

C. (Slide #13)  New Testament Directions: 

1. (►)  Focus on Heaven! Col. 3:2 “Set your mind on things above, not on 

things on the earth.” 

 

2. (►)  Focus upon holy things in your mind! Phil. 4:8 “Finally, brethren, 

whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are 

just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things 

are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 

praiseworthy--meditate on these things.” 

 

3. (Slide #14)  Learn servant-heartedness from Jesus! Phil. 2:4-8 “Let each of 

you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 

others. 5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, being 

in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 

coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, 

He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 

death of the cross.” 

 

4. (Slide #15)  PUT OFF sin! Eph. 4:22-24 “that you put off, concerning your 

former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful 

lusts, 23and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and that you put on the 

new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and 

holiness.” 

 

5. (►)  Seek to bring every thought into captivity! II Cor. 10:5 “casting down 

arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of 

God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,” 

 

 

D. (Slide #16)  Paul’s Call To The Romans: 

1. For eleven chapter Paul talked about Gentiles and Jews ALL needing 

justification. 

 

2. Beginning in chapter 12, he described the life that a justified person lives! 

 

3. He begins with this statement in Rom. 12:2 “And do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 

prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
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4. The life of a justified Christian: 

a. Respect other members of the body. 12:3-8 

b. Hate evil; cling to good. 12:9 

c. It is genuine in love; it shows brotherly love. 12:9.10 

d. It assists those in need. 12:13 

e. It rejoices with those who rejoice; it weeps with those who weep. 12:15 

f. It does not personally retaliate against those who mistreat you. 12:14; 

17-20 

g. It obeys the laws of the land. 13:1-7 

h. It shows love to our fellowman. 13:8-10 

i. It rejects the sins of immorality and darkness; it seeks to live a 

respectable, becoming Christian life! 13:12-14 

j. It is very respectful of the qualms of brethren -- brethren respect others 

who feel squeamish or even guilty about an acceptable action; brethren 

respect other brethren who do not have qualms about an acceptable 

action! 14:1-15:1-7 

k. Brethren have great respect for and acceptance of brethren of different 

nationalities, ethnicities, or races! 15:8-33 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Our Challenge -- NEVER Let The World Tell You How To Think! 

 

 

B. Do Not Think Like An Atheist Or A Materialist; Do Not Think Like A 

Politician; Do Not Think Like An Immoral Person! 

 

 

C. (Slide #17)  THINK AND LIVE LIKE A CHRISTIAN!!!!! 


