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I Have Set the Lord Always Before Me! 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. All of us have had occasions and situations in which we “felt” that our closeness to the Lord had 

wavered! 
 

A. Possibility in a time of great distress and difficulty we question if God is there for us, 
helping us, and comforting us! 

 
B. Possibility at a moment of weakness and we sin against God, we conclude that Deity will 

never forgive us, because we cannot forgive ourselves. 
 
C. There might be a number of reasons why we think our closeness with Deity had been 

damaged. 
 

II. I wonder if King David struggled with his closeness to God! 
 

A. There is on record in Scripture of several sins that he committed including lust, 
fornication, lying, and murder. 

 
B. Plus, the consequences of those sins he indeed suffered by having many devastating 

events occur in this life.   
 
C. He could have easily believed that the separation between him and God was immense. 
 
E. Yet, David is able to rebound and he is able to redefine His relationship and know that 

his connection with Deity was available and attainable. 
 

III. In times when we feel like we have lost our believe and we have lost our closeness and comfort 
with God, then David has a suggestion for what we ought to do regain and know of our 
closeness with our Lord does indeed exist. 

 
A. In his Psalm that focuses upon the Messiah, David relates that we must set our sights 

upon the Lord who will indeed be right with us and never move from us. 
 

Psalm 16:8 
“I have set the LORD always before me; 
Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.” 
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B. Notice that David’s instructions is to “set the Lord always before” us! 
 

1. This is a cognitive decision on our part and when we truly fulfill this directive 
then we can and will be assured that the Lord is near and we will not be moved 
from Him. 

 
2. David also relates that the Lord will show us our path in life.  And through His 

Word, Deity has given us what we need to properly follow Him and then know 
that His presence is with us and will offer us joy and eternal pleasures.  (Psalm 
16:11) 

 
IV. In our lesson today we are going to relate four ways in which you can indeed develop that 

cognitive through process to “set the Lord” before us. 
 

Hopefully you will remind yourself to focus upon these thoughts at those times when you find 
ourselves drifting away from God. 

 
Discussion: 
 
I. We can “set the Lord” before us when we look to and recognize His creation! 
 

A. We can allow God’s natural world and universe to draw us closer to Him! 
 

1. David related that the Lord’s creation tells us of the glory and majesty of God.  
All that God created proclaims the His power and knowledge to us. 

 
Psalm 19:1-2 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals knowledge.” 
 

2. All that God created all that He provided for us expresses His eternal power and 
His deity! 

 
 Romans 1:20 
 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are without excuse,” 

 
B. When we take time to contemplate all that the Lord created then indeed we see Deity’s 

splendor and love for us. 
 

1. Have you ever just taken the time to go out on a clear night and look into the 
heavens, see the stars, planets, and possibly even a shooting star or two? 
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2. And when we recognize the incredible complexity and intricacy of the universe 
then we do indeed see the God’s amazing creative power and ability! 

 
3. And to realize that God has created all this for us!  Deity has done this for our 

use, for our benefit, for creative endeavors, for our pleasure, for beauty! 
 
4. Understanding this draws us closer to Him! 
 

a. Just as in any relationship the more you know about the individual and 
the more you know about what that individual has done for you, this 
draws you closer to them. 

 
b. The more we see in God’s creation, the more we learn about Him and 

what He has done for us, and therefore the closer we can be to Him! 
 

C. We see individuals using God’s nature to draw closer to Him. 
 

1. As Isaac was waiting for his future wife, he went out into the fields to meditate. 
 
 Genesis 24:63 
 “And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his 

eyes and looked,...” 
 
2. Even Jesus, who was the Creator, would often go into the mountains, a solitary 

place to pray to the Father in Heaven. 
 
 Matthew 14:23 
 “And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by 

Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there.” 
 

D. When we stand in the midst of Deity’s creation, noticing what God has provided for us; 
then it is easier to draw closer to our Maker! 

 
“Walking alone at eve and viewing the skies afar, 
Bidding the darkness come to welcome each silver star; 
I have a great delight in the wonderful scenes above, 
God in His power and might is showing His truth and Love.” 

-- Alone At Eve, Will W. Slater, vs. 1 
 

II. God’s creation is awesome however to draw even closer to God let us set the Lord before us 
through His revelation. 

 
A. The Word of God gives to us the full revelation of God! 
 

1. We can witness much in nature and learn about God however it is limited in 
knowing His Will and purpose for us. 
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2. It is only through God’s divine revelation that God has made His Will completely 
known to us! 

 
a. Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that we have the Divine Word. 
 
 II Peter 1:21 
 “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 

spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 II Timothy 3:16 
 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.” 
 

b. Therefore we have God’s written direction for our benefit and our 
understanding. 

 
 Ephesus 3:3-5 
 “How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I 

wrote afore in few words, 
 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 

mystery of Christ) 
 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is 

now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;” 
 

B. There are many examples of individuals that placed their complete trust and 
dependency upon God’s written Word. 

 
1. David used God’s Message to stay close to God. 
 
 Psalm 119:92-93, 105, 147-148 
 “Unless Your law had been my delight, 

I would then have perished in my affliction. 
I will never forget Your precepts, 
For by them You have given me life.” 
 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
And a light to my path.” 
 
“I rise before the dawning of the morning, 
And cry for help; 
I hope in Your word. 
My eyes are awake through the night watches, 
That I may meditate on Your word.” 
 

2. Jesus, who is the Word, used it to fight off the temptations of Satan! 
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 Matthew 4:4, 7, 10 
 “But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 

by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 
 
“Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your 
God.’” 
 
“Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” 
 

C. Let us read, study, and live by the precious Word of God! 
 

“Sitting alone at eve and dreaming the hours away, 
Watching the shadows falling now at the close of day; 
God in His mercy comes with His word He is drawing near, 
Spreading His love and truth around me and everywhere.” 

-- Alone At Eve, Will W. Slater, vs. 2 
 

III. So, we have God’s creation and His Word that draws us close to Him yet let us set the Lord 
before us through a strong prayer life. 

 
A. Relationships with others are always two ways and this is truth with the Lord as well. 
 

1. God has revealed Himself in His creation, He has communicated to His through 
His Word. 

 
2. Now, have the responsibility to express ourselves to Deity through prayer! 
 

a. This means that we relate our concerns, we relate our hurts, we relate 
our joys, we relate our thanksgiving, and we offer our praise and glory 
to Him. 

 
Philippians 4:6-7 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

 
b. It is through prayer that we can with great confidence come to God 

obtaining His mercy and His grace. 
 
 Hebrews 4:14-16 
 “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through 

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
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B. Again we go back to David and our Lord, Jesus Christ, as examples of individuals that 

dependent upon prayer! 
 

1. David confessed His sins and with deep conviction asked God to forgive him and 
offer him His mercy and grace. 

 
 Psalm 32:3-5 
 “When I kept silent, my bones grew old 

Through my groaning all the day long. 
For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 
My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. 
I acknowledged my sin to You, 
And my iniquity I have not hidden. 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.” 
 

2. Jesus found that talking to His Father was a source of strength in time of great 
difficulties and trials.  There is no better example of this than in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 

 
Matthew 26:36-40 
“Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the 
disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 
And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be 
sorrowful and deeply distressed. 
Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay 
here and watch with Me.” 
He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if 
it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You 
will.” 
 

C. To draw near to the Lord let us make sure that offer our prayers to Him! 
 

“Closing my eyes at eve and thinking of heaven's grace, 
Longing to see my Lord, yes, meeting Him face to face; 
Trusting Him as my all wheresoever my footsteps roam, 
Pleading with Him to guide me on to the spirit's home.” 

-- Alone At Eve, Will W. Slater, vs. 3 
 

IV. Yet, there is still another avenue in which we can set the Lord before us drawing closer to God 
and it is in our fellowship with one another! 

 
A. God desires that His people, be a family so that each and every one of us can benefit 

from each other’s encouragement and strength that is offer. 
 

1. Strength comes in numbers! 
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 Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 “Two are better than one, 

Because they have a good reward for their labor. 
For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 
But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 
For he has no one to help him up. 
Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; 
But how can one be warm alone? 
Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. 
And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 
 

2. There is a real possibility and danger of falling away from the Truth, therefore 
we need each other to keep such from happening.  This is the reason why we 
need to come together for worship and other times as well. 

 
 Hebrews 3:12-13 
 “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in 

departing from the living God; 
 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be 

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” 
 
3. And when someone does step outside of righteousness, we ought to have the 

courage and the love to approach them with admonishment and 
encouragement to repent. 

 
 Hebrews 10:24-25 
 “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 

but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.” 

 
4. What happens when you pull a live coal from the blazing fire?  It cools down and 

many times goes out!  As Christians we must assemble together and be together 
so that our fire never goes out and our spark stays alive in our relationship with 
the Lord. 

 
B. The earlier church recognized the need to be together so that they would stay strong 

and united. 
 

1. Every day they came together teaching and presenting God’s Message to each 
other. 

 
Acts 2:46 
“So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,” 
 
Acts 5:42 
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“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.” 

 
2. By being together the early Christians were able to support and encourage one 

another when persecution and difficulties arose.  (Acts 4:23-31; 12:12) 
 
3. And because of this the church grew both in numbers as well as their confidence 

and faith in Christ! 
 
  

Acts 2:47 
 “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the 

church daily those who were being saved.” 
 

C. When we assemble together to praise and honor God then our focus is correctly upon 
Him and we are drawn closer to God! 

 
1. Worship is not a time for us!  It is not a time for our enjoyment and our 

pleasure; but rather it is a time in which we glorify and honor Deity! 
 
2. Therefore in our songs that we sing, in our prayers that we present, in our 

remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection, in applying God’s Message 
in our hearts and lives, and even in giving; all this is done in praising and exalting 
God! 

 
3. And when done in spirit and in Truth (John 4:24), then we know we are focused 

upon our Lord and drawing ourselves closer to Him. 
 
 Matthew 18:20 
 “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the 

midst of them.”  
 

D. In the church, the Lord’s assembly, we can offer strength to one another as we journey 
to that land where God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit reside. 

 
“Oh! for a home with God, a place in His courts to rest, 
Sure in a safe abode with Jesus and the blest; 
Rest for a weary soul once redeemed by the Savior's love, 
Where I will be pure and whole and live with my God above!” 

                          -- Alone At Eve, Will W. Slater, chorus 
 

Conclusion: 
 
I. Do you desire to draw more closely to God? 
 
II. Let me encourage you to “set the Lord before you” to truly focus upon our God! 
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A. Contemplate over His creation that He designed and made for us! 
 
B. Meditate upon His Word and apply everyday as you walk through this life. 
 
C. Take the time on a regular basis to pray to God, talk to Him as good friends should and 

do. 
 
D. And congregate with God’s people!  Fellowship together with your brothers and sisters 

in the greatest of all family’s; God’s Family! 
 

III. Do you need to draw closer to God! 
 

A. As a Christian, have you found yourself drifting away from God and you need to draw 
yourself closer to Him. 

 
1. Then put those things away that have hindered you, whatever they might be, 

and repent. 
 
2. God wants that rich and special relationship with you and through your 

repentance He will offer you forgiveness. 
 

B. If you are not a Christian, then please consider your situation, your relationship, with 
God! 

 
1. Sin destroys our relationship with God, however He has a plan designed to 

overcome our sins and bring us back into a wholesome relationship with Him. 
 
2. That plan is found within His Word.  If you would like to study God’s Message, 

then we have several good folks that would love to assist and help you in that 
study. 

 
3. If you have been studying and your faith has developed and continues to grow 

so that you need to make fulfill those steps of obedience; then why not obey 
our Lord: 

 
a. Repenting of your sins! 
 
b. Confessing the Christ as your Savior and Lord! 
 
c. Being baptized so that your sins are cleansed by the blood of Christ! 
 
d. And again, we would love to assist you. 
 

4. Obey the Lord and follow His directives and you can gain what David proclaimed 
in the Old Testament. 

 
 Psalm 16:11 
 “You will show me the path of life; 
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In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
5. If we can help you draw closer to God, let it be known as we stand and sing! 

 


