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“LORD TAKE CONTROL” 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. This Sermon’s Title Comes From A Powerful And Impactful Song: “Lord, Take 

Control.” 

 

“My heart, my mind, my body, my soul 

I give to You, take control. 

I give my body a living sacrifice. 

Lord, take control, take control.” 

 

-- Author Unknown 

 

 

B. Today’s Lesson -- A Call For Whole-Hearted Devotion To Jesus Christ! 

 

 

C. (Slide #2)  Today We Honor Our Graduates; This Lesson Will Have Some 

Focus Upon Them; There Will Be An Appeal To All Of Us To Take The 

Challenge! 

 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Graduates -- “Lord, Take Control!” 

A. Graduation Is An Amazing Time Of Life: 

1. An end to past educational endeavors. 

 

2. A time to focus upon upcoming educational endeavors, life choices, and 

occupational decisions. 

 

3. A step toward independence and greater decision-making for your own life. 

 

4. A door to the choice of or to the career you have chosen for now. 

 

5. A time of uncertainty and trepidation as you take this huge step! 

 

 



 2 

B. As You Face This Amazing Time Of Life, I Pray That You Do So Prayerfully: 

“Lord, Take Control!” 

 

 

C. Take Control Of My Life! 

1. Determine to be the BEST and MOST GODLY person you can be! 

a. I Tim. 4:12 “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the 

believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 

b. Imitate the BEST heroes -- The Godhead! 

1. II Pet. 1:4 “by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 

precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 

through lust.” 

2. Pr. 1:10 “My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent.” 

 

2. “Here I am Lord, use me!” 

a. Some amazing people had this kind of heart! 

b. Examples: 

1. Abraham, Gen. 22:1,11 

2. Jacob, Gen. 31:11; 46:2 

3. Moses. Ex. 3:4 

4. Samuel, I Sa. 3:4, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.” 9,10 

5. Isaiah, Is. 6:8 

6. Ananias, Ac. 9:10 -- Go preach to Saul of Tarsus! 

 

3. Be a Joseph; be an Esther! 

a. They were devout young people! 

b. They were faithful to God when at home and when away from home! 

c. They were faithful to God when they had opportunities to be easily 

overcome by the world. 

d. They were faithful when they were invited to sin. 

e. They were courageous in face of the onslaught of ridicule. 

f. They loved God and stood up for Him no matter what! 

 

4. I pray that you do not see this step in life as a step AWAY from your faith, 

from your love for the Lord, or from your devotion to Him in worship and 

in life! 

a. Do not reject everything and everyone from your past life! 

b. Do not reject the Truths that you have been taught! 

 

 

B. Take Control Of My Future! 

1. HUGE decisions face you in the coming weeks and months: 

 

2. High School Graduates: 

a. What do I plan to do in my immediate future -- college? Technical 

school? Work? 
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b. Why areas of interest do I have? 

c. What kind of a career might I pursue? 

d. Who will be my friends? 

e. What will be my attitude toward worship when I leave my parents, 

Evansville, and Washington Avenue? 

f. What kind of people will I date? 

 

3. College Graduates: 

a. How intensely focused am I about getting a job? 

b. How committed am I going to be to the Lord? Placing membership 

with a congregation if I leave Evansville? Being an active, dynamic, 

faithful member? 

c. What kind of home will I have? (I am NOT talking about a house!) 

 

 

C. Take Control Of My Mind! 

1. You live in a world that wants to consume your mind with trash, filth, and 

perversion! 

 

2. Phil. 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 

noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 

are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 

there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.” 

 

3. Will you prayerfully seek to have the mind of Christ? 

a. Phil. 2:5 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,” 

(Contextually, this refers to servanthood; but will you seek His mind in 

all things?) 

b. Questions: 

1. Will I fill my mind with holy and pure thoughts? 

2. Will I seek purity of mind and heart? 

3. Will I avoid things that could cause me to become ensnared in 

pornography? 

4. Will I have a loyalty to God that respects Him and His Truth and 

WILL NOT ALLOW ungodly ideas to take residence in my heart? 

 

 

D. Graduates, I Pray That You Sing, Pray, Live, And Say “Lord, Take Control!” 
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II. (Slide #4)  Christians -- “Lord, Take Control!” 

A. Do You Have This Kind Of Heart? 

1. Ps. 19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.” 

 

2. Hymn: “I Am Mine No More!” 

 

3. Hymn: “Pierce My Ear!” (I Want To Be Your Slave!) See Ex. 21:6 

 

 

B. The Call Of Christ! 

1. Rom. 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

 

2. II Cor. 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 

things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 

 

3. I Jn. 2:6 “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as 

He walked.” 

 

4. Eph. 5:8 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

Walk as children of light!” 

 

 

C. When The Lord Is In Control, You Are IN LOVE With His Word! 

1. Ps. 119:97 “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.” 

 

2. Hymn: “Give Me The Bible!” 

 

 

D. When The Lord Is In Control, You Practice Self-Control! 

1. This is HUGE in our Christian walk! 

 

2. Scriptures: 

a. One of the traits of the fruit of the spirit is self-control! Gal. 5:22,23 

b. Godly women are to practice self-control. I Tim. 2:15 

c. Those who seek to be partakers of the Divine Nature (who long to be 

like Christ) add to their faith bulldog determination, knowledge of 

God’s Will, and then use that knowledge to practice self-control! To the 

self-control they add perseverance. II Pet. 1:6 
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d. Practice self-control sexually! It is a beautiful gift to be expressed 

ONLY IN MARRIAGE! 

1. Mates must not withhold themselves from each other for extended 

periods of time; it is dangerous! I Cor. 7:5 “Do not deprive one 

another except with consent for a time, that you may give 

yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that 

Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” 

2. For widowers and widows: “But I say to the unmarried and to the 

widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am; 9but if 

they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to 

marry than to burn with passion.” I Cor. 7:8,9 

3. When self-control is absent in our lives, we make amazingly 

foolish and ungodly decisions! 

a. Ac. 24:25 “Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-

control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and 

answered, ‘Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I 

will call for you.’” 

b. Those who love themselves and who have only a FORM of 

godliness do not practice self-control. II Tim. 3:3 

 

 

E. When The Lord Is In Control, You Let Him Be The Focus Of Choice FOR 

Marriage And How To Live IN Marriage! 

1. Those getting married -- How will this person be as a mate? How will this 

person help/hinder me spiritually? 

 

2. Those who are married -- are we living as we should to glorify God and to 

help each other get to Heaven? 

 

 

F. When The Lord Is In Control, You Say, “They Will Be Done!” 

1. Even when it is in contradiction to YOUR OWN will! 

a. Jesus -- our PERFECT example! 

b. Mt. 26:42 “Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, ‘O 

My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your 

will be done.’” 

 

2. Even when it conflicts with those around you. 

a. You do what is right even when you stand out like a sore thumb! 

b. You do what is right even when people ridicule you! 



 6 

G. (Slide #5)  When The Lord Is In Control, You Live Sacrificially Even To The 

Point Of Martyrdom! 

1. (Slide #6)  Tomorrow is Memorial Day in America -- An Annual Federal 

Holiday In The U.S. 

a. (Slide #7)  It is a day to remember those who died while serving in the 

armed forces of the U.S. 

b. It is observed on the last Monday of May. 

c. It is contrasted with all those who served in the military who are 

honored on Veteran’s Day. 

d. Sadly, a lot of Americans simple see it as the beginning of Summer -- a 

day for hotdogs, hamburgers, or steak. 

 

2. Jesus’ Call! 

a. Mt. 10:21,22 “Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a 

father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause 

them to be put to death. 22And you will be hated by all for My name's 

sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.” 

b. Rev. 2:10 “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 

life.” 

 

3. (Slide #7)  We Remember Biblical Martyrs! 

a. O.T.: 

1. Abel. Gen. 4:3-8 

2. Prophets slain by Jezebel. I Ki. 18:4,13 

3. Prophets. Mt. 23:37 

4. John the Baptizer. Mk. 6:18-28 

b. N.T.: 

1. Jesus. Ac. 2:36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 

assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ.” 

2. Stephen. 

a. Ac. 7:57-60 “Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped 

their ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58and they cast him 

out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 

their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And 

they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, 

‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60Then he knelt down and cried 

out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not charge them with this sin.’ 

And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” 

b. Ac. 22:20 “And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was 

shed, I also was standing by consenting to his death, and 

guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.” 

3. The Apostle James. 

a. Ac. 12:2 “Now about that time Herod the king stretched out 

his hand to harass some from the church. 2Then he killed 

James the brother of John with the sword.” 
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4. Antipas: Rev. 2:13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, 

where Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful 

martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.” 

5. I Thess. 2:15 “who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own 

prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and 

are contrary to all men,” 

c. Heb. 11:32-40 “And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me 

to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David 

and Samuel and the prophets: 33who through faith subdued kingdoms, 

worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
34quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 

weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight 

the armies of the aliens. 35Women received their dead raised to life 

again. And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 

might obtain a better resurrection. 36Still others had trial of mockings 

and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37They were 

stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 

sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being 

destitute, afflicted, tormented--38of whom the world was not worthy. 

They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the 

earth. 39And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, 

did not receive the promise, 40God having provided something better 

for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Graduates, As You Move On In Life, Let Your Motto Be “Lord, Take Control!” 

 

 

B. Christians, As You Live Your Life, Let Your Motto Be “Lord, Take Control!” 

 

 

C. If You Have Become A Prodigal, Come To Yourself, Return To The Lord And 

Cry, “Lord, Take Control!” 

 

 

D. If You Realize You Are Lost In Sin, Come With A Heart Of Faith And 

Penitence And Cry, “Lord, Take Control!” 


