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PASSIONATE LIVES OF PILGRIMS! 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  When You Hear “Pilgrims” What Is The First Thing That Comes To 

Your Mind? 

1. “Pilgrim” -- “One Who Journeys In A Foreign Land; One Who Undertakes 

A Religious Journey In A Foreign Land!” 

 

2. Likely you are reminded of the people living in Britain who fled and came 

to this country seeking religious freedom. 

 

3. They rejected the religion of the Church of England; then sought to flee and 

find a place where they could worship without castigation and mistreatment. 

a. Their views were espoused by Richard Clyfton, the parson at All 

Saints’ Parish Church in Babworth from 1586 to 1605. 

b. As they sought to separate themselves, they were fined for not 

worshiping at the Church of England, they were criticized and 

castigated, and they were jailed. 

c. By contrast with the Puritans who tried to remain a part of the Church 

of England, these separatists held that their differences with the Church 

of England were irreconcilable and that their worship should be 

organized independently of the trappings, traditions, teachings, and 

organization of a central state Church. 

d. They ultimately determined to leave and come to a new country. 

e. Seeking religious freedom and escape from persecution, they fled the 

political and religious environment of England on the ship Mayflower. 

 

4. They arrived in America in 1620; they were the second colony established 

here after Jamestown, VA in 1607. 

 

5. They were headed to Virginia; however they were blown off course and 102 

pilgrims came to shore at Plymouth Bay, MA. 

 

6. Their first action -- they fell on their knees in the surf to thank God for 

safely arriving and debarking from the ship. 

 

7. Imagine their struggles as they landed in a primitive land -- struggles with a 

hard winter, sickness (almost ½ of them died within 3 months) to build a 

house, clearing land, and planting crops which did not give much produce. 
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8. The passionate lives of those pilgrims: 

a. They would not compromise their beliefs; they underwent persecution. 

b. They were determined to find a better life elsewhere! 

c. Their convictions impacted their lives, their business dealings -- 

everything. 

d. They saw religion as “the business of their lives.” 

 

 

B. In This Sermon, An Examination Of The Passion Lives Of Christians Who Are 

Pilgrims! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Christians Are Pilgrims On This Earth! 

A. God’s People Are On A Journey To A Far-off, Eternal Home! 

 

 

B. Scripture 

1. Heb. 11:13 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 

having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” (Abel; Enoch; 

Abraham and Sarah and their promised descendants.” 

 

2. First Century Persecuted Christians. 

a. I Pet. 1:1 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the 

Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” 

b. I Pet. 2:11 “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 

fleshly lusts which war against the soul,” 

 

3. “Here We Are But Straying Pilgrims”! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Passionate Lives Of Pilgrims! 

A. (Slide #5)  Christians Live Lives Of Passionate Conviction! 

1. We do not live by religious opinions! 

a. Opinions are just that -- opinions! 

b. We can have opinions about different kinds of food, cars, sports teams, 

et. al. 

 

2. Christians believe in and are convicted that Jesus, the rejected stumbling 

block to unbelievers, TRULY is the Messiah! 

a. I Pet. 2:4-10 “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by 

men, but chosen by God and precious, 5you also, as living stones, are 

being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6Therefore it is also 

contained in the Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, 
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elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to 

shame.’ 7Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those 

who are disobedient, ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has 

become the chief cornerstone,’ 8and ‘A stone of stumbling And a rock of 

offense.’ They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they 

also were appointed. 9But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 

proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 10who once were not a people but are now the people 

of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.” 

 

3. Christians live by convictions! 

a. Christian see Jesus as the LIVING stone! 

1. Chosen by God. 

2. Sadly, rejected by unbelieving men! 

3. And Peter makes a contrast between believers with convictions of 

faith and unbelievers with convictions of doubt and unbelief! I Pet. 

2:6-8 “6Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, ‘Behold, I 

lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who 

believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.’ 7Therefore, to 

you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become 

the chief cornerstone,’ 8and ‘A stone of stumbling And a rock of 

offense.’ They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which 

they also were appointed.” 

b. Jesus has ALL AUTHORITY in spiritual matters! Mt. 28:18 

c. Scripture is our authoritative guide! 

1. II Tim. 3:16,17 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” 

2. II Pet. 1:3 “as His divine power has given to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 

called us by glory and virtue,” 

d. Christians have convictions and WILL NOT compromise or retreat. 

 

3. Christians will have NO OTHER gods before us! 

a. Their loyalty is to the Godhead! 

b. Mt. 7:13,14 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is 

the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 
14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, 

and there are few who find it.” 
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4. Conviction causes us to BE pilgrims! 

a. We understand that we “This World Is NOT My Home!” 

b. We are living here with our hearts YEARNING for our HEAVENLY 

HOME! 

 

 

B. (Slide #6)  Christian Are PASSIONATE About The Church! 

1. Being true believers, they are living stones in God’s spiritual house the 

Church. I Pet. 2:5 

 

2. As faithful Christians, they are a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. I Pet. 2:5 

 

3. “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out 

of darkness into His marvelous light; 10who once were not a people but are 

now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained 

mercy.” I Pet. 2:9,10 

 

4. They know that the Church is the home of the saved. 

 

5. They realize that it is the spiritual body of Jesus Christ. Eph. 1:22,23 ; Col. 

1:18 

 

6. Christians are passionate about the Church -- they LOVE It, they RESPECT 

It, they HONOR It, they seek to PROMOTE It; they want to PRESERVE IT 

now and for the future! 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  Christians Must Be Passionate About Living For Christ In Every 

Way Everyday! 

1. I Pet. 2:11-20 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 

fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12having your conduct honorable 

among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 

may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 

visitation. 13Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 

Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14or to governors, as to those 

who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of 

those who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 

may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men-- 16as free, yet not using 

liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17Honor all people. 

Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 18Servants, be submissive 

to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 

harsh. 19For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one 

endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20For what credit is it if, when you are 

beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and 

suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.” 
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2. You see, Church, we cannot be pleasing to God by compartmentalizing our 

lives... saying “I'll be Christian down at the church... but not at home, not on 

the internet, not at the movies, not at work, or out on the golf course.” 

Indeed!! Our religious faith and conviction must shape and discipline 

EVERY arena of our life... Or none at all. We must learn to LIVE LIKE 

PILGRIMS! 

 

3. Christians seek to be the light for Christ wherever they are! 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Christians Live As Citizens Of Our Countries But With Fervent 

Passion As Citizens Of Heaven! 

1. Phil. 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly 

wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” 

 

2. Observe Peter’s call to “submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 

Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14or to governors.” I Pet. 

2:13,14 

 

 

E. (Slide #9)  Christians Live Passionate Lives Of Serving Others! 

1. They look at Jesus whose whole earthly ministry was about serving others! 

a. Ac. 3:26 “To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent 

Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your 

iniquities." 

b Rom. 15:8,9 “Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the 

circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the 

fathers, 9and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is 

written: ‘For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And 

sing to Your name.’” 

 

2. They seek with all their hearts to spread blessing, encouragement, and 

assistance to those around them as Jesus did! 

 

 

F. (Slide #10)  Christians Are Passionate About Living Lives Of Harmony With 

Their Brethren! 

1. This is the life to which Jesus has called us! 

a. Jn. 13:35 “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” 

b. I Jn. 4:11 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.” 

 

2. They believe, sing, and practice “Blest Be The Tie!” 

 

3. They are one -- of one faith, of one accord, of one heart and mind -- 

UNITED in Christ! 
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G. (Slide #11)  Christians Are Passionate About Going To Heaven And Taking 

Others With Us! 

1. Christians REALIZE the end result of life -- stepping into eternity! 

 

2. They agonize about people being lost! 

 

3. They love people and want them to be saved! 

 

4. They long for more sinners to be saved by the Blood of Christ; therefore 

they strive to convince men about: 

a. WHO THEY ARE -- people made in the image of God; beings who 

will live eternally and who must be SERIOUS about preparing for 

eternity! 

b. That man does not know what is best for him -- GOD DOES! 

1. Jer. 10:23 “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is 

not in man who walks to direct his own steps.” 

2. The life of a materialist is pitifully described by Solomon, “‘Vanity 

of vanities,’ says the Preacher; ‘Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.’” 

Ecc. 1:2 

3. Ecc. 12:13 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 

God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.” 

c. Their need for Jesus and the salvation that He provides! 

 

 

H. (Slide #12)  Christians Are Passionate Dreamers Filled With Hope! 

1. They dream of Heaven! 

 

2. “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less, Than Jesus’ Blood And 

Righteousness.” They “WHOLLY Lean On Jesus’ Name!” 

 

3. Their Passionate Hope -- “Sing To Me Of Heaven, Let Me Fondly Dream.” 
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Invitation: 

A. To Have Abundant Life, Pilgrims Need Faith, Conviction, And Passion! 

 

 

B. (Slide #13)  Are You A Passionate Pilgrim? 

 

 

C. As A Congregation We Need To Live With Passion About Honoring The Lord, 

Loving The Church, Cherishing Our Hope, And Anticipating Its Realization! 

 

 

D. Christians, If You Have Lost Your Passion, Repent, And Plead To The Lord 

“Revive Me Again!” 

 

 

E. If You Are Not Saved, You Need To Come To Know Christ, Be Saved By Him, 

And Have Purposeful Meaning For Life And Passion About Living! 


