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 “WHAT ABOUT THE AXIOM -- 

‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A 

REASON!’” 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. A Recent Sermon: “Is Every Event In Our Life Planned Out By God?” (If You 

Would Like To Preview That Sermon See April 9, 2017 PM.) 

1. Many have been taught that every event in life has been pre-planned by 

God. 

 

2. Young people struggle with “How do I know what am I supposed to do with 

my life?” 

 

3. Why People Might Believe That Every Event Is Pre-Planned By God? 

a. Passages like Heb. 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but 

after this the judgment,” 

b. Because they misunderstand the omniscience of God! 

1. Does He know everything? YES! 

2. He knows everything that has happened in the past, that is 

happening presently, and that will happen in the future. 

3. However, a problem -- people equate omniscience with 

determinism (everything is pre-planned)! This is such a false 

conclusion!!! 

 

4. We talked about predestination and free will! 

 

5. The Bible says NOTHING about everything in our personal life being 

predetermined! 

 

6. God has ALWAYS given man free will! 

 

7. People make choices today; many are destructive! 

a. A person smokes, gets lung cancer, and is dying. 

b. A person drinks and drives and an innocent child is killed by the drunk 

driver. 

c. A person commits adultery, destroys a home, and destroys many lives. 

d. A husband gambles and his family loses their home. 

 

8. Choices God allows you to make; these are NOT PLANNED for you! 

a. Your occupation. 
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b. Who you will marry. (Mention how so many said that Vicky and I were 

meant to be, even if her dad had moved to Arizona). 

c. Where you live. (Lot is a classic example; God did not choose Sodom 

for him and his family). 

d. What you eat. 

e. What you will do with your life each day. 

f. The job that you will take if you have lost your job. 

g. Your eternal destiny! (Man has always had free will spiritually!) 

 

9. Assistance as you use your free will to make choices! 

 

 

B. Tonight: A Phrase You Hear Constantly -- “Everything Happens For A Reason!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  What Do People MEAN By “Everything Happens For A Reason?” 

A. What Do People Typically Mean By This Statement? 

1. It is typically used to affirm that things in your life have been predestined by 

God; there is nothing you can do about it! 

 

2. And the interesting thing is -- you may have no way to comprehend what is 

going on, but God is the source of everything that happens. 

 

 

B. The Implication Is That God Is Behind The Event; He Is The Cause Of It 

Occurring! 

 

 

C. Many Believe That Omniscience Means Determinism! Thus, If God KNOWS 

What Is Going To Happen In My Life, He Is Responsible For It Happening! 

 

 

D. SO, If A Person Dies, “It Was His Time!” And If A Person Survives A Tragedy 

Or Disease, “Well, It Just Wasn’t His Time!” The Implication Is That God Was 

The One Who Was Really In Control Of A Person Living Or Dying! 

 

 

E. Think About The Things You Hear People Say To Survivors Of A Deceased 

Person: 

1. Statement you hear: 

a. “God must have had a plan for this, so accept it.” 

b. “It was God’s will and we must live by it.” 

c. “Somehow God planned this to test your faith!” 

d. “God won’t put on us more than we can bear!” 

e. “There is a silver lining in every cloud. You will find God’s reason 

behind this eventually.” 
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2. What are all of these statements really saying, “Everything happens for a 

reason; your loved one died because God planned for him/her to die!” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Where Does This Belief Come From? 

A. The Favorite Verse People Use Is Rom. 8:28. 

1. “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 

God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” 

 

2. Why the belief that “Everything that happens for a reason” is a MISUSE of 

Romans 8:28. 

a. This is in the context of a discussion about the world aging and there 

being trouble in life -- and the affirmation that justified people face 

those troubles too! 

b. Paul talks about Christians suffering, groaning, being weak, not 

knowing how to pray, and LONGING for deliverance from the body. 

Rom. 8:18-39 

c. He emphasizes that justified Christians have the blessed life of “NO 

CONDEMNATION!” They do not live as Paul had under the Law of 

Moses -- longing to be justified but unable to find it, Romans 7; 

Christians have found justification in Christ! Rom. 8:1-4 

d. And yet, justified people live in a physical world that is filled with 

suffering -- aging, trouble, and decline!  

e. The AMAZING privilege and blessing that Christians have is that 

amidst all this suffering, we have the BLESSED HOPE of deliverance 

from this suffering!!! Rom. 8:19-25 

f. Rom. 8:28 is NOT affirming that everything in life is foreordained by 

God; it is affirming that God predestined a way for people to be 

justified (the wonderful message of the Gospel); the justified have hope 

of soon leaving this physical world, thus being totally separated from 

ALL THE STRUGGLES of this earthly existence! 

g. As long as Christians live a justified life, NOTHING can separate them 

from the love of Christ and they will be conquerors over everything this 

world hurls at them! Rom. 8:31-39 

h. The point -- God has BIG, BEAUTIFUL, ETERNAL THINGS in store 

for the justified in eternity; here we face struggle and suffering; in 

eternity we will be delivered from suffering and will be with God 

forever! 

 

 

B. Some Of It Is Rooted In People’s Understanding Of God’s Power And 

Knowledge. 

1. They have been taught that God knows everything before it happens; 

therefore He is supposedly responsible for everything that happens! 
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2. They think that God has everything in our lives laid out like a road map! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #5)  The Dangerous Implications And Consequences Of The “Everything 

Happens For A Reason” Belief: 

A. It Makes God Responsible For Everything That Happens In Our Life. 

1. If everything is going “Hunky Dorey”, this is a nice belief. 

 

2. BUT What About When Things Start Going BAD???????????? 

a. If you marry thinking it is God’s Will and your mate commits adultery 

and leaves you, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

b. What if a child is born with deformities, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

c. What if a child dies, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

d. What if your income suddenly ceases, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

e. What if your job is terminated, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

f. What if you struggle with personal illness or a family member becomes 

sick or is diagnosed with cancer, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

g. What if an accident shatters your peaceful everyday life and brings 

enormous pain and suffering, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

h. What if you are crippled for life, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

i. What if a young girl’s innocence or a woman’s security is stolen by a 

rapist, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

j. What if death devastates your life and leaves your heart aching and your 

daily walk SO lonely, WAS IT GOD’S PLAN? 

k. What if a plane crashes and hundreds are killed, WAS IT GOD’S 

PLAN? 

 

 

B. It Makes People Confused And Angry At God! 

1. Their belief system forces them to blame God for every bad thing that 

happens in their life! 

 

2. We have to ask ourselves, “Am I really prepared to accept the logical 

consequences of my beliefs?” 

 

3. Thus they blame God for every bad thing that happens! 

 

4. Listen carefully! 

a. God doesn’t rape little girls! 

b. God doesn’t push old people down steps. 

c. God doesn’t mangle people’s bodies. 

d. God doesn’t give people cancer! 

e. God doesn’t make people commit adultery! 

f. God doesn’t make people be mass murderers! 
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IV. (Slide #6)  Why DO Bad Things Happen In People’s Lives? 

A. (Slide #7)  Because There Is Evil In The World! 

1. It happens EVERY DAY in this world somewhere! 

 

2. Examples 

a. 9, 11, 2001 -- thousands were killed by jihadists who flew airplanes 

into the World Trade Center buildings in New York. 

b. Nov. 6, 2009 -- a military Army psychiatrist opened fire and killed 13 

innocent victims. 

c. This week: 

1. James T. Hodgkinson -- he was the Belleville, IL man who shot at 

congressmen and senators at a baseball field. 

2. Workplace violence -- a UPS driver in CA killed three other 

drivers; then killed himself. 

 

3. Often we may opine, “Why doesn’t God stop all these bad things?” 

 

4. God didn’t cause any of the bad things above! 

 

5. God didn’t cause Cain to kill Abel; God didn’t cause David to commit 

adultery with Bathsheba, God didn’t make the Jewish people kill Jesus! 

These things happened because of sin in people’s hearts! 

 

6. Nathan said to David “You are the man!” II Sa. 12:7. All of the 

consequences that followed were the result of David’s sin. 

a. An IMMEDIATE consequence: “However, because by this deed you 

have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, 

the child also who is born to you shall surely die” II Sam. 12:14. The 

baby died after seven days. 

b. “Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because 

you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to 

be your wife” II Sam. 12:10. 

c. “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you 

from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and 

give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight 

of this sun. 12For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all 

Israel, before the sun’” II Sam. 12:11,12. 

d. Those continuing consequences: 

1. Amnon Lusted For Tamar; Absalom Murdered Amnon! 

2. Absalom and David were alienated for years; that alienation 

continued even after Absalom returned to Jerusalem. 

3. Absalom stole the hearts of the people and usurped his own dad’s 

throne! 

4. Absalom committed fornication with David’s concubines. 

5. Absalom was murdered. 

6. There was rivalry and positioning to replace David as king by 

Adonijah and Solomon; Adonijah was murdered! 
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B. (►)  Because We Make BAD Choices! 

1. The use of alcohol and drugs brings so many heartaches -- negative impacts 

to our body, harm to our mental faculties; and lots of accidents and pain. 

 

2. Disrespect for the laws of nature will get you hurt -- gravity works! 

 

3. I heard about a Facebook sign that said, “Everything happens for a reason. 

Sometimes it’s because you’re stupid and make bad decisions.” 

 

 

C. (►)  Because OTHERS Make Bad Choices! 

1. Others use alcohol or drugs, drive, and maim or kill innocent people! 

 

2. Joseph’s brothers envy led them to attack him and sell him into slavery! 

 

3. People filled with rage (whether rooted in hate emotionally, politically, or 

religiously) have no qualms about hurting, shooting, or killing others! 

 

 

D. (►)  Because Diseases Exist. 

1. Some may be very common -- a cold, the flu, or an infection. 

 

2. Some may be debilitating -- dementia or Alzheimer’s. 

 

3. Some can produce a downward spiral of chronic decline -- diabetes or 

lupus. 

 

4. Some can make life very difficult -- macular degeneration. 

 

5. Some can be lethal -- cancer. 

 

 

E. (►)  Because Natural Phenomena Occur. 

1. Tornadoes, hurricanes, tsunamis, floods, and earthquakes can be SO 

destructive to property and to human lives. 

 

2. Gravity leads to broken bones. 

 

3. Aging brings decay and brittle bones. 

 

 

F. We Must Be SO CAREFUL: 

1. That we do not blame GOD for all of the bad things that occur in our lives! 

 

2. That we do not make the assumption of Job’s friends -- Bad things occur 

because we have sinned!!! 
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(Slide #8)  Concluding Thoughts: 

A. Valuable Considerations As We Face Life And Especially Bad Things In Life! 

1. Never allow the question “Why?” to haunt you and rob you of your faith 

and peace! 

a. Job never got an answer from God about the awful things that were 

devastating his life. 

1. His friends assumed he had sinned. 

2. Job knew that was not the reason; he just wanted an answer! 

b. The words in the chorus of the hymn “Farther Along” are so true: 

“Farther along we’ll know all about it, 

Farther along we’ll understand why; 

Cheer up, my brother, live in the sunshine, 

We’ll understand it all by and by.” 

 

2. Trust God’s sovereignty! 

a. Be absolutely certain that He exists and that He cares for you. 

b. Be totally convinced that He has the power to deliver you if it is 

consistent with His Nature and His Will! 

 

3. Love God! 

a. When troubles come, and they will, they can make you feel terrible. 

b. Love Him with all of your heart! 

c. Speak with Him often in prayer and make sure that your heart remains 

in love with Him. 

 

4. Avoid the “Woe Is Me” attitude! 

a. That may be difficult. 

b. Remind yourself that God’s people have always faced troubles; perhaps 

no one faced more troubles that our precious Jesus! 

c. The “woe is me” attitude will only make you more miserable and will 

give no relief. 

 

5. Count your blessings! 

a. Consider this fact, have you ever heard anyone complain, “God why are 

you doing all these GOOD THINGS for me?”? 

b. Take time to contemplate all of God’s wonderful blessings. 

c. You will be amazed how wonderfully blessed you have been. 

d. This will protect your heart and will keep you from being angry at or 

from blaming God. 

 

6. Protect your joy! 

a. Amidst opposition, persecution, and imprisonment, Paul and Silas sang 

praised to God! Ac. 16:25 

b. No matter how difficult the external circumstances become, treasure 

and protect your joy. 
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7. Realize that good can come from troubles! 

a. Paul saw imprisonment as opportunity -- to teach people there, to go to 

Rome and preach the Gospel, and to strengthen his faith! 

b. James 1:2,3 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 

trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.” 

c. Troubles can whet our appetite for Heaven -- “This World Is Not My 

Home, I’m Just Passing Through!” 

d. God can use bad things for good. 

1. Being sick might give you opportunity to meet someone in the 

hospital. 

2. Joseph: Gen. 50:20 “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but 

God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to 

save many people alive.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Always Remember James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow of turning.” 

1. ALWAYS trust God, rely upon Him, And NEVER turn against Him or be 

angry at Him! 

 

2. Remind yourself that He is LOVE! 

 

3. Love Him supremely, rely upon Him totally, and trust His love implicitly! 


