
 

 

 

 

 

Freedom Requires Sacrifice 

 

 

 

 

(Grabber) “Freedom Requires Sacrifice…” 

 

(Topic) That is our topic for tonight, and what a relevant one it is as we look forward to celebrating 

the 4th of July this Tuesday. Our country was founded on freedom. Freedom from a tyrannical 

monarchy that is. The early Pilgrims, which Stephen mentioned a few weeks ago, came to America 

for religious freedom. And our faith was built on freedom.  

 

But none of these freedoms came easy. They all required sacrifice.  

● According to civilwar.org in the Revolutionary War 6,800 Americans were killed in action, 

6,100 were wounded, and upwards of 20,000 soldiers were taken prisoner. This of course 

doesn’t include the thousands that died from disease and the thousands that died while 

imprisoned.  

● Out of the 102 Pilgrims who crossed the Atlantic on the Mayflower only 53 survived after 

the first winter. Dying from disease only described as mixture of scurvy, pneumonia, and 

tuberculosis.  

● And of course our freedom from the chains of sin was made possible when Jesus, our Lord, 

died on the old rugged cross.  

 

(Central Idea & Transition) And that’s where we’ll begin this evening, because our other two 

points: the cost of discipleship and engaging in the works of God flow out of His sacrifice.  

 

(I.) The Word of God truly is sharper than any double edged sword. And no other verses pierce 

deeper than that of Romans chapter 5. Paul says there in verse 6, 

 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die 

for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die--but God 

shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

“One will scarcely die for a righteous person… But God shows His love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.” That verse gets me every single time you know why? Because 

it’s so true. It’s only credible because it is true, for it would have never entered into the mind of man 



that such a thing was possible until the horrible event actually happened on Golgotha. Do you 

realize who Jesus is? He is Immanuel(God with us). And do you realize who he died for? He died 

for the ungodly, which if you have forgotten includes us. He died for evil, unrighteous people. 

People who practice lawlessness, idolatry, swearing, people who are irreverent, disobedient to 

parents, murderers, adulterers, atheists, homosexuals, the proud, the vain, and the selfish. This is for 

whom Jesus died. And he died not to save them in their sin, but from their sin.  

 

 

In John chapter 8 in verse 31 we find Jesus saying to the Jews who had believed in him, 

 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free. [But] They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved 

to anyone. [Ha! Check out the irony in that statement] How is it that you say, ‘You will become 

free’?” 

 

This set of verses is quite humorous because if you take into account that the whole nation of Israel 

was in bondage to Rome, you don’t really know how to take a boast like this. Of course, Jesus 

wasn’t talking about their political bondage, but about their being enslaved to sin. He says in the 

next verse, 

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in 

the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

Jesus knew that these Jews were descended from Abraham, but just because Abraham was their 

father according to the flesh didn’t mean that they were his children. The old system was coming to 

an end along with Israel’s special privileges. Abraham’s true children would remain in the house, but 

the others, like in the story of Ishmael, would be driven out. Paul says in Galatians 3:7 

 

“Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.” 

 

And Jesus makes it clear in verse 31 of John chapter 8 that it is those who abide his word who are 

truly his disciples, and the ones that will be set free. 

 

So first this evening: our freedom from sin required sacrifice, and that sacrifice was the death of 

Christ. 

 

(Transition) But how we take hold of that freedom requires sacrifice as well. 

 

 

 

 



(II.) Like Jesus says in the verses we just read: if we want to be freed we have to abide in His word, 

and one of the things he tells us is in Matthew 16:24-26, 

 

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what 

will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?” 

 

Cross-bearing is SO misunderstood nowadays. It is NOT old age, illness, poverty, takes, or any 

other discomfort in life that’s unavoidable. Cross-bearing is the acceptance of some burden or 

burdens for the sake of the will of God out of pure love and devotion for Him. Jesus here affirms 

that it requires sacrifice, yes, even the sacrifice of even our own lives to save them. What a paradox, 

right? Such is the way of God sometimes.  

 

So, practically, what does this sacrifice or cross-bearing look like as christians in America in 2017? 

 

First, there is the sacrifice of self-will. Man so wants to be the lord of His own life, but He soon 

discovers that the things he wants “freedom” to do are the things that in reality enslave him. When 

we deny ourselves and take up our cross this is a complete dedication of our heart, mind, and soul to 

the will of God, which at times may lead us to lose our lives, but nevertheless eternal life is our 

reward.  

 

Second, there is the crucifying of the flesh. In Galatians 5 Paul sets up this dichotomy between the 

Spirit and the flesh, and in verse 17 he says, 

 

“...the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for 

these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.” 

 

Then in verses 19 through 23 he lists the works of the flesh & fruit of the Spirit, but in verse 24 he 

says, 

 

“...those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” 

 

If we want to inherit the kingdom of heaven, save our souls, and be freed from our sin we have to 

put to death the flesh with its earthly desires. One way we can do this is by following Paul’s 

admonition in verse 16, 

 

“...walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” It’s all a choice. So choose God.  

 

 

(Transition) Our last point tonight is engaging in the works of God requires sacrifice. 

 



(III.)  

In Acts 5 we have a story about how the apostles are growing in popularity with the people. Great 

multitudes of people were being added to the Lord and people were bringing the sick and those 

afflicted by unclean spirits out into the streets that at least one of their shadows might fall on them. 

Because of these things the high priest and the Sadducees grew jealous and they took the apostles 

and threw them into prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord appeared to them, opened the 

doors of the prison, brought them out, and told them to continue to preach in the temple. The 

interesting thing is there was no hesitation on the apostles part. The Scripture says that when they 

heard this all they did was enter the temple. In the morning when the high priest and the Sadducees 

gathered the council and the senate together they called to bring the apostles before them, but they 

weren’t there. So someone said “Look the men you put into prison are standing in the temple 

teaching the people!” So they again brought the apostles before them and questioned them as to 

why they had continued to teach in this name and in verse 29 Peter says the most Peter thing, 

 

“We must obey God rather than men.” That boy must of had some big breeches. 

 

Well after this they decided to let them go, but before they did they beat them and charged them 

never to speak in the name of Jesus. But instead, the apostles rejoiced that they were beaten for the 

name of Jesus and every day after they continued to teach in the temple and house to house.  

 

So why do I tell you this story? I tell you this story to make the point that sometimes to engage in 

the works of God it’s going to require sacrifice. Sacrifice of our time, money, and effort. While being 

here at Washington Avenue i’ve been astonished at the heavy emphasis that’s on evangelism and the 

amount of people involved in it. Preparing and studying with people is no small matter because it 

requires us to sacrifice our time and effort, but these efforts aren’t for nothing. We’re helping people 

get to know Jesus! I’ve also noticed how dedicated the parents of our youth are to getting our kids to 

things like Monday night devo and Summer Youth Series. Sometimes we get back around midnight. 

So i know y’all are making sacrifices not only of your time, but also your sleep. Lastly, you may not 

see it because a lot of things happen behind the scenes, but your elders and your ministers and 

people like Mrs. Randa & Terri sacrifice a whole lot of their time and effort to make sure 

Washington Avenue is what it should be. 

 

What’s keeping you from being involved in the work of the church? 

 

  

 

 


