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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE 

#31 -- CAPTURE OF THE ARK BY 

THE PHILISTINES.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. National And Religious Treasures In The World: 

1. (Slide #2)  Declaration of Independence and Constitution of the United 

States (The Supreme Law Of The United States) -- they are kept on display 

at The National Archives. 

a. (Slide #3)  The Declaration of Independence was signed at 

Independence Hall in Philadelphia, PA on July 4, 1776. 

b. (Slide #4)  The United States Constitution: 

1. It was written during the Philadelphia Convention in 1787. 

2. On September 17, 1787, 39 of the 55 delegates signed the new 

document. 

3. Delaware was the first state to ratify, on December 7, 1787. After 

New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify, on June 22, 1788, 

the Confederation Congress established March 9, 1789, as the date 

to begin operating under the Constitution. 

 

2. (Slide #5)  Shroud of Turin -- it is a yellowed, 14-ft.-long linen some 

believe was the burial cloth of Jesus Christ. Millions travel to Turin every 

year this city in Italy. Many seriously doubt the legitimacy of the claim. 

Carbon-dating tests in 1988 showed the cloth was made between 1260 and 

1390; and therefore could not have been used to wrap Christ’s body. Still, 

pilgrims flock to see it. 

 

3. (Slide #6)  The Western Wall (Wailing Wall). 

 

4. (Slide #7)  Footprint of Muhammad in Istanbul, Turkey. 

 

5. (Slide #8)  Mecca -- Kaaba and Al-Masjid al-Haram. 

 

 

B. Imagine If One Of Those Treasures Was Stolen Or Destroyed! 

 

 

C. Tonight -- “Capture Of The Ark By The Philistines.” 
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I. (Slide #9)  Biblical History Of The Ark Of The Covenant! 

A. Israel Was A Chosen People Of God. 

1. Ex. 19:5,6 “‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 

covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all 

the earth is Mine. 6And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of 

Israel.” 

 

2. Dt. 7:6-8 “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD 

your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure 

above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 7The LORD did not set His 

love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any 

other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 8but because the LORD 

loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your 

fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 

you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #10)  We Have Already Studied The Planning Of And The Building Of 

The Tabernacle And The Ark Of The Covenant In “Great Events Of The Bible 

#21 -- The Planning Of, Building Of, And The Erections Of The Tabernacle.” 

1. This was recorded in Exodus 25-40. 

 

2. The Tabernacle was the centerpiece of Israel’s worship and their focus 

spiritually for nearly the next 500 years. 

 

3. God gave the Moses and Israel a PATTERN for the Tabernacle and Its 

furniture. 

a. 25:9 “According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the 

tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make 

it.” 

b. 25:40 After giving the details of the Lampstand, God said, “And see to 

it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on 

the mountain.” 

c. 26:30 “And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern 

which you were shown on the mountain.” 

 

4. (Slide #11)  The pattern for the Ark of the Covenant: 25:10-22 

a. It was a small chest made of acacia wood (hard, orangish-brown) and 

overlaid with pure gold inside and outside. 10,11 

b. It was 45” long, 27” wide, and 27” high. 10 

c. It had rings in each corner so long poles could be put through the rings 

and the Kohathites who carried it would not touch it! 11-15 
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d. They would put the Testimony IN It! 16,21 (This refers to the Book of 

the Law -- Dt. 31:26,27; Ex. 31:18) 

1. Later we learn that the 2 Tables of Stone, a pot of manna, and 

Aaron’s rod that budded were all inside the Ark of the Covenant. 

2. Heb. 9:4 “which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant 

overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that 

had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the 

covenant;” 

3. Why were these items in the Ark of the Covenant? 

a. The pot of manna commemorated God miraculously providing 

them food during the 40 years of wilderness wandering! 

b. Aaron’s rod commemorated God’s supernatural signs in Egypt 

and deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage; it also 

commemorated the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and 

On, and their compatriots; they were killed. Afterward God 

commanded that each tribe bring a rod to the Tabernacle and 

place it before the Most Holy place; Aaron’s name was placed 

on the rod of the tribe of Levi; that rod budded and blossomed; 

God miraculously attested that Aaron and his family were 

chosen to be the High Priests! 

c. Interestingly, about 486 year later when the Temple was built, 

the golden pot of manna and Aaron’s rod were not in It. 

Perhaps they had been taken out when It was captured. 

d. There is no contradiction here -- Hebrews explains what was 

in It when Moses dedicated It; I Kings 8:9 explains what was 

in It when Solomon built the Temple. 

e. The top of the Ark of the Covenant was called the ‘Mercy Seat.” 17; 

26:34 (It means “to cover” -- it covered the Ark; it symbolized the 

coving of sin -- atonement; propitiation) 

1. Two cherubim were at each end on the top of the Ark facing each 

other. 18-20 

2. God would speak to Israel from the Mercy Seat. 22. He did to 

Moses; then to Aaron as the High Priest. 

f. It was to be placed inside the Holy of Holies, or the Most Holy Place. 

 

5. It was built. 37:1-9 

a. Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood according to the size God 

directed. 1 

b. He overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of 

gold all around it. 2 

c. He made the four rings for the corners and the poles of acacia wood 

overlaid with gold. 3-5 

d. Then he made the Mercy Seat of gold, and the cherubim at each end 

with their faces toward the Mercy Seat and with their wings spread out 

over the Mercy Seat. 
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6. (Slide #12)  The Tabernacle was erected and all of the furniture including 

the Ark of the Covenant were set up as God had directed. Ex. 40. The Ark 

of the Covenant was placed inside the Holy of Holies. 

 

7. At that point, the Glory of God filled the Tabernacle. Ex. 40:34-38 

 

8. (Slide #13)  This was THE PLACE where the High Priest, Aaron first, and 

those of his family in succeeding generations, offered sacrifices seeking 

atonement on the Day of Atonement! 

 

 

C. (Slide #14)  Significant Purposes Of The Ark Of The Covenant! 

1. (Slide #15)  It was THE MOST HALLOWED item in Israel. 

 

2. (►)  It was the place of God’s presence in Israel in the Holy of Holies in the 

Tabernacle. 

a. The Hebrew word “Shekinah” suggests the significance of the Mercy 

Seat -- the symbol of God’s presence. 

b. It seems to suggest the place of God’s dwelling. 

c. The glory of the Mercy Seat illuminated the Holy of Holies! 

d. Rom. 9:4 seems to allude to this glory: “who are Israelites, to whom 

pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 

service of God, and the promises;” 

 

3. (►)  It was THE PLACE of sacrifice on the Day of Atonement. 

a. Leviticus 16 

b. Leviticus 23:26-32 

c. Numbers 29:7-11 

d. The High Priest offered a sacrifice for his own sins; then he offered the 

sacrifice for the sins of the people. 

e. Two goats were taken; one was killed as the sin offering and its blood 

was sprinkled at the Mercy Seat; the other was let go into the 

wilderness depicting the sins of the people leaving the camp. It was 

called Azazel. 

 

4. (Slide #16)  It was the place from which God gave answers to the High 

Priest when he sought answers using the Urim and the Thummim. 

a. Ex. 28:30 “And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim 

and the Thummim, and they shall be over Aaron's heart when he goes 

in before the LORD. So Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children 

of Israel over his heart before the LORD continually.” 

b. Nu. 27:21 “He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire 

before the LORD for him by the judgment of the Urim. At his word 

they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, he and all the 

children of Israel with him--all the congregation.” 
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5. (►)  It led God’s people into very significant events: 

a. (Slide #17)  It was in the middle of the nation when they were 

encamped. Nu. 4:5,6 

b. (Slide #18)  When they traveled during the 40 years of the Wilderness 

Wandering, It was right in the middle of the nation! It was always 

hidden under a veil of skins and blue cloth. 

1. God had given them specific instructions on the order in which 

they were to camp and to travel. Nu. 2 

2. There was to be a space of 2,000 cubits (3,500’ -- 2/3 of a mile) 

between the Ark and the people. Josh. 3:4 

c. The priests carried in into the flooded Jordan River -- the River parted 

and Israel walked into the Land of Canaan on dry ground! Josh. 4:10,11 

d. Joshua had the priests carry It around Jericho once a day for 6 days and 

7 times on the seventh day; when the priests blew their trumpets and 

shouted, the walls of Jericho fell! Joshua 6 

1. Armed soldiers went before the ark, then there were the seven 

priests blowing trumpets, then the Kohathites carrying the Ark of 

the Covenant, then the rear guard of armed soldiers. 

e. The Ark of the Covenant gave Israel GREAT COURAGE in face of 

dangerous odds! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #20)  The Capture Of The Ark By The Philistines! 

A. Now IMAGINE The MOST SIGNIFICANT POSSESSION Of A Country Being 

Seized! 

 

 

B. (Slide #21)  Hannah And Samuel: 

1. Barren Hannah LONGED for and prayed fervently for a son; Samuel was 

her blessed gift from God! I Sa. 1 

 

2. (Slide #22)  When he was weaned, Hannah “loaned him to the Lord;” she 

took her precious son, Samuel, to the Tabernacle to serve with Eli. I Sa. 

2:11 

 

3. Samuel served God loyally and faithfully as a young boy. 

a. I Sa. 2:18 “But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a child, 

wearing a linen ephod.” (Every year Hannah brought him a new robe! 

2:19) 

b. He grew up as a godly young man! I Sa. 2:26 “And the child Samuel 

grew in stature, and in favor both with the LORD and men.” 



 6 

C. Eli As A Priest And A Judge. 

1. Eli’s sons were wicked! They were greedy and lustful men. 

a. They took more than the priestly share of the animals that were offered. 

I Sa. 2:12-16 

b. They sinned by showing contempt for the Lord’s commands! I Sa. 2:17 

c. They had sexual relations with women who came to the Tabernacle to 

worship! I Sa. 2:22 

d. Eli chastised them for sinning against the Lord and for making the 

people of Israel to sin! I Sa. 2:23-25 (He admonished them that they 

would have NO one to intercede to God for them! 25) 

 

2. God sent a messenger to chastise Eli: 

a. He had not been loyal to the work of the Levites; he had scorned God’s 

will; he had loved his sons more than God! 2:29 

b. If he had been faithful, God would have allowed Eli’s household to 

have served Him at the Tabernacle forever; however, because of their 

sin, his sons would die; there would not be an elderly man in his 

family’s heritage! 2:30,31 

c. Eli would see an enemy of Israel occupy the House of God, the 

Tabernacle! 2:32 

d. Those of his family who were not killed would have their eyes filled 

with tears and their hearts rent with grief! 2:33 

e. His two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, would both be killed on the same 

day! 2:34 

f. God would raise up a faithful priest; any of Eli’s descendants who 

survived would come to that priest and beg to be able to serve in order 

than they might have bread to eat! 2:35,36 

 

3. (Slide #23)  God’s Call of Samuel; Samuel’s assuming the priestly 

leadership! I Sa. 3 

a. At that time there were very few direct revelations from God! 3:1 

b. When God called Samuel, he thought it was Eli calling for him; he 

went back to his bed. 3:2-5 

c. The same thing happened a second time. 3:6-7 

d. The same thing happened a third time; Eli suspected it was God 

speaking to Samuel, He told him, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He 

calls you, that you must say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.’” 

Samuel went and lay down. 3:8,9 

e. The Lord called the fourth time:  

1. “Now the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, 

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel answered, ‘Speak, for Your 

servant hears.’ 11Then the LORD said to Samuel: ‘Behold, I will do 

something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it 

will tingle. 12In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have 

spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have 

told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which 

he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not 
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restrain them. 14And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that 

the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or 

offering forever.” 3:10-15 

a. God promised horrific events that would cause the ears of 

people to tingle when they heard about it. 

b. At that day He would bring judgment upon the house of Eli! 

2. Samuel went back to bed and rose in the morning to minister at the 

Tabernacle. He dreaded telling Eli about God’s message of 

judgment! 

3. That morning Eli directly asked Samuel what God had spoken; he 

humbly accepted God’s declaration! 3:16-18 

 

4. As Samuel grew, he became known as The PROPHET in the land! He was 

the last Judge; he was also a prophet! God spoke to Samuel in Shiloh. 3:19-

21 

 

5. (Slide #24)  Capture of the Ark of the Covenant! 

a. Israel went to war with the Philistines; the first day 4,000 Israelite 

soldiers were killed. 4:1,2 

b. They concluded that if they took the Ark of the Covenant to battle with 

them, God would give them the victory. 4:3 

c. The people came to get the Ark of the Covenant; Hophni and Phinehas, 

Eli’s sons, went with the Ark. 4:4 

d. When the Ark of the Covenant came to the camp of Israel, the people of 

Israel rejoiced with delight, 4:5; the Philistines were terrified but 

challenged themselves to be men and fight! 4:6-9 

e. The Philistines won the battle, killed 30,000 Israelites, killed Hophni 

and Phinehas, and captured the Ark of the Covenant!!! 4:10-11 

f. Awful tragedies resulting from the capture of the Ark of the Covenant: 

1. A Benjamite man with torn clothes and dirt on his head ran back to 

Shiloh from the battle with the horrible message that Eli’s sons, 

Hophni and Phinehas had been killed and that the Ark of the 

Covenant had been captured. Old Eli, 98 years old and almost 

blind, hearing that the Ark had been captured fell backward, broke 

his neck, and died! 4:12-18 

2. Phinehas’ pregnant wife, hearing that the Ark of the Covenant had 

been seized and that her husband and father-in-law had died, went 

into labor and died. The baby was named Ichabod meaning “The 

glory has departed from Israel!” 4:19-22. Phinehas’ wife as she 

died said in agony: “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark 

of God has been captured.” I Sa. 4:22 

3. The AWFUL wail of Israel when the Ark of the Covenant was 

captured! 

g. The Philistines took the HOLY Ark Of The Covenant to Ashdod and 

put it in the unholy Temple of their god Dagon! I Sa. 5:1-12 

1. The next morning the statue of Dagon had fallen on its face before 

the Ark of the Covenant. 3 
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2. The Philistines set it upright; the next morning it had fallen again; 

its head and hand were broken off of it! 4 

3. Throughout the land of Philistia, God caused the Philistines to be 

attacked with terrible case of tumors (hemorrhoids)! 5 

4. The Philistines were eager to get rid of the calamity brought upon 

them by the Ark of the Covenant; they sent it to Gath. The men of 

Gath were stricken with tumors; they sent it away to Ekron; the 

men of Ekron were also stricken with tumors! 6-12 

5. Also the land was ravaged by rats! 6:5 

6. The Ark of the Covenant was in the land of the Philistines for 7 

months! 6:1 

 

6. IMAGINE -- Israel has lost its MOST SIGNIFICANT POSSESSION! 

a. They have no place for God’s glory to dwell in the land! 

b. They have no place to appeal for atonement! 

c. Their confidence and security were totally decimated! 

d. Without It God’s blessings were not present! 

1. When the people who had rebelled tried to go possess the land after 

they had refused when they were discouraged by the 10 spies, 

Moses and the Ark of the Covenant did not accompany them. 

2. They were soundly defeated! 

 

 

 

(Slide #25)  Conclusion: 

A. Our Glory -- Christ, The Church, The Bible, And Our Relationship With Him! 

 

 

B. May We Valiantly Protect That Which Is Holy! 

 

 

C. We MUST NOT LIVE In A Way That The Glory Of God Departs From Our 

Lives! 

1. The Gospel -- OUR Glory! I Cor. 2:7-9 “But we speak the wisdom of God 

in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our 

glory, 8which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But as it is written: ‘Eye has 

not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things 

which God has prepared for those who love Him.’” 

 

2. This was vividly depicted by Ezekiel when the captives had been taken to 

Babylon, the Temple was still standing, but Ezekiel foretold that the Temple 

would be destroyed! 

a. Ezek. 10:18 -- the glory of the LORD departed across the threshold of 

the Temple -- it left and went eastward out of the city of Jerusalem, 

11:23! 
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b. At the end of Ezekiel he depicts the glory of God returning from the 

east, 43:2, returned to the Temple and filled It again! 43:4,5; 44:4 

 

3. As Christians, we live to see God’s eternal glory! However, to return to sin 

would be to reject our glory and to face eternal damnation! 

a. I Pet. 3:20-22 “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the 

world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they 

are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for 

them than the beginning. 21For it would have been better for them not to 

have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 

from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22But it has happened 

to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own vomit,’ 

and, ‘a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.’” 

b. II Thess. 1:9 “These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,” 

 

4. Do all you can to remain in the favor of God! 

a. 2 mothers and their sons were blessed with God’s favor! 

1. Hannah and Samuel: 

a. Hannah -- I Sa. 1:17,18 “Then Eli answered and said, ‘Go in 

peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you 

have asked of Him.’ 18And she said, ‘Let your maidservant 

find favor in your sight.’ So the woman went her way and ate, 

and her face was no longer sad.’” 

b. Samuel -- I Sa. 2:26 “And the child Samuel grew in stature, 

and in favor both with the LORD and men.” 

2. Mary and Jesus: 

a. Mary -- Lk. 1:30 “Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.’” 

b. Jesus -- Lk. 2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 

and in favor with God and men.” 

b. Live faithfully so you remain in God’s blessed favor! 

1. NEVER reject Him and live alone! 

2. NEVER live so you lose your connection to Him and to His ear! 

a. Is. 59:1,2 “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, That it 

cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2But your 

iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins 

have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.” 

b. Constantly remember -- “For ‘He who would love life And see 

good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips 

from speaking deceit. 11Let him turn away from evil and do 

good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the 

LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their 

prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do 

evil.’” I Pet. 3:10-12 
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D. May We Individually And As A Congregation Live Faithful Lives So We May 

Remain In His Glory! 

1. HOW TRAGIC for a Christian to leave the Lord and lose His blessings and 

His favor! 

 

2. HOW TRAGIC for a congregation to leave faithfulness to the Lord and 

have Him remove its candlestick! 

 

3. May we live faithful lives so that we can have His blessings and His favor 

be upon us throughout this life! 


