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Speaking for Jesus!!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. Luke relates the story of two men traveling down a seven mile road from Jerusalem to a small 

village called Emmaus.  (Luke 24:13- 
 

A. We know the surrounding of this story from Scripture. 
 

1. Jesus had for about three years had been preaching to the Jews relating that His 
kingdom (His Spiritual kingdom) was about to unfold and come into existence. 

 
2. Yet, because His Message was not a popular one to the leaders of Israel, they 

falsely brought accusations against Him and ultimately were able to have Jesus 
executed upon a Roman cross! 

 
3. As Luke chapter 24 opens, some very precious ladies go to the tomb where 

Jesus was buried yet they do not find Jesus’ body, the tomb was empty and a 
angel related that He had risen just as He had told them as He preached and 
taught in Galilee (6) 

 
4. Then the Bible states that “they remembered His words,” (8) they remembered 

what Jesus had said to them concerning His resurrection and they went and told 
the Apostles that Jesus had indeed raised 

 
B. The next story Luke provides for us is the encounter Jesus had with these two men on 

the road to Emmaus. 
 

1. Recognize that as these two men were in a conversation together concerning 
the events that had taken place in Jerusalem concerning Jesus. 

 
2. While they are in this conversation, Jesus appears with them yet they do not 

recognize Him.  And He enters into their discussion as if He had no clue what 
they were talking about and what had happened in Jerusalem. 

 
3. So, they begin to speak to Jesus about Him and all good that Jesus had done and 

taught; and how the chief priests and rulers condemned Him and had Him 
executed. 
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4. These two men related how that the ladies found the tomb empty that morning 
yet their hope seemed to be lost and their understanding that Jesus was the one 
who would redeem Israel. 

 
5. So Jesus began teaching them about how the prophets of old had prophesied 

concerning the true Christ and how He was going to suffer and be executed just 
like what happened. 

 
C. It was at this point that these two recognized who their traveling partner really was! 

 
1. They came near the village and they encouraged Jesus to stay with them for the 

evening. 
 
2. As they were praying for their meal together, these men’s “eyes were opened 

and they knew Him.”  They had that moment of understanding, that “ha-ha” 
moment! 

 
3. And then they had a moment of reflection in which they related how Jesus had 

talked to them about the Scriptures. 
 

II. Anytime Jesus spoke He captured the attention of His audience and this should have caused 
everyone to recognize who He indeed was! 

 
A. When the Lord spoke His authority was recognized! 
 
 Matthew 7:29 
 “And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at 

His teaching, 
 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 
 

Luke 4:32, 36-37 
“And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority.” 
 

 “Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, “What a word this is! 
For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” 

 And the report about Him went out into every place in the surrounding region.” 
 
B. Even His Apostles were astonished that when Jesus spoke even the natural world 

obeyed Him. 
 
 Luke 8:25 
 “But He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and marveled, saying 

to one another, “Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and 
they obey Him!”” 

 
III. So, when the Lord speaks, our eyes can still be opened today and we ought to recognize His 

Almighty authority. 
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A. This evening I want us to recognize the results that take place when Jesus speaks! 
 
B. And then I want us recognize how we can speak for the Lord today! 

 
Discussion: 
 
I. When the Lord spoke where was great healing! 
 

A. When Christ was on the earth He was able to speak and bring physical healing! 
 

1. There are many examples throughout the Gospel accounts where Jesus simply 
spoke and individuals were healed of their sickness, ailments, and diseases. 

 
a. One excellent example is when a paralytic man was healed. 
 

Mark 9:5-7 
“”For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 
‘Arise and walk’? 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to 
forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, 
and go to your house.” 
And he arose and departed to his house.” 
 

b. This is just one of many more examples of Jesus healing individuals with 
the power of His speech. 

 
2. Yet, notice this particular example of the paralytic Jesus did much more than 

just healed a man physically, He also healed him spiritually. 
 
3. Jesus spoke and this man’s sin were forgiven and he was healed spiritually! 
 
 Luke 19:10 
 “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
 

B. Jesus is our Creator and He knows our every need; indeed He can and He did heal the 
sick however the Lord’s spoken Word offer so much more! 

 
II. When Jesus spoke people received great hope! 
 

A. This world does not offer hope, it only provides darkness and despair! 
 

1. You have seen individuals in despair due to the hardships and the difficulties of 
this world. 

 
2. Individuals might be suffering through abuse of others!  It breaks my heart to 

see and hear of children that are unloved and treated horribly. 
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3. We have seen individuals struggling with the physical and emotional pain due to 
disease and sickness. 

 
4. And yes, we have seen and many have experienced the despair that death 

brings! 
 

B. Yet, Jesus spoke of hope and security through all the darkness of this world. 
 

1. Jesus stated: 
 
 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  

(Matthew 11:28) 
 
2. Paul related Isaiah’s prophecy that through Christ all, even the Gentiles, can be 

filled with hope. 
 
 Romans 15:12 
 “And again, Isaiah says: “There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to 

reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
 
3. Our hope rests in Jesus Christ that provides us with an everlasting and eternal 

hope!   
 
4. We sing:  “My hope is built on nothing less that Jesus’ blood and 

righteousness…” 
 

III. But Jesus also spoke of an eternal home in Heaven! 
 

A. We are blessed in the United States with various organizations that provide homes for 
families that might not have a place to stay. 

 
1. Habitat for Humanity has provided for many that might not be able to afford a 

place to live. 
 
2. The Red Cross provides homes for those that might have lost their house to a 

natural disaster or fire. 
 
3. And there are other organizations that have assisted in providing a place to stay 

hopefully in comfort and protection. 
 

B. Yet, Jesus has spoken and He is providing for us an eternal home that no one nor 
anything can take it away from us! 

 
1. He told His Apostles not to fear because He would going to prepare a place for 

them, which as in His Father’s house. 
 
 John 14:1-4 
 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 
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 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

 And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 
 
2. Jesus spoke of a home that would never grow old and a place where we can find 

eternal peace and comfort! 
 

3. In this eternal home there will be no more sorrow, pain, or death! 
 
  

Revelation 21:3-4 
 “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle (home) 

of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. 
God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.” 

 
IV. When the Lord speaks there are great, wonderful, and eternal blessings that follow! 
 

A. I hope that your eyes will be open to the Message that the Lord has given so that you 
can rejoice by receiving His healing, His hope, His eternal home! 

 
B. Yet, one of the interesting things about the Lord’s speaking, it can be perpetuated! 
 

1. The Lord can still speak and offer His blessing through His Word and through our 
voices! 

 
2. In other words we can speak on behalf of the Lord, when we teach and live by 

His holy Word, the Bible. 
 

a. Paul spoke the Lord’s Word to those in Rome. 
 

Romans 10:8 
“But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):” 
 

b. Paul tells Timothy to “preach the word!”  Whose Word, the Lord’s Word  
(II Timothy 4:2) 

 
C. So, let me encourage everyone of us to listen to the Lord’s Word, the authority and 

power of the Bible is just as strong and just as powerful as it was when Jesus first spoke 
it! 

 
 Hebrews 4:12 
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 “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

 
V. On one occasion Jesus spoke telling His disciples to allow the little children to come to Him. 
 

A. A couple of weeks ago our young people had the opportunity to allow the Jesus’ Word 
to be spoken to some precious children as well. 

 
B. This year we had sixteen young people and adults to go into Chattanooga, TN and speak 

for Christ to the children in the inner city of that area. 
 
C. We had several responsibilities to fulfill in Chattanooga. 
 

1. First, we had the opportunity to finish painting the interior of Inner City’s church 
building that another youth group started a few weeks before us! 

 
a. Our young people represented the Lord and His church with honor, 

because they indeed worked hard as until the Lord. 
 
b. And they finished the job in less than two days plus did a great deal 

more than what was expected! 
 

2. Our second opportunity given to the young people was to go into an area of the 
inner city, knock doors, advertise, and invite the children there to come to a 
Vacation Bible School that the East Ridge Church of Christ was conducting for 
these inner city children. 

 
a. I know many of you parents were concerned, I think some of the kids 

had concerns, yet we had absolutely no issues or problems. 
 
b. Matter of fact we were greatly welcomed by the people!!! 
 
c. The Inner City Ministries is very well known within the inner city 

community.  We did not use our church vans but rather we all rode 
together in a big school bus and when the kids heard and saw the bus 
they came running to us. 

 
d. We even had some of the kids following us around as we knocked doors 

and one young man actually joined us and began to knock doors and 
present the information and invitation. 

 
e. As we would approach a door the kids would come out and start 

hugging us and holding our hand. 
 
f. We were able to offer to speak on behalf of the Lord and demonstrate 

true godly love to these young people. 
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3. On Thursday and Friday we again piled on the Inner City bus and went back to 
the areas where we door knocked on the previous two days and picked the kids 
up to take to VBS. 

 
a. And what a bus ride!!! 
 
b. As soon as the kids got on the bus we were singing VBS songs!  Going to 

East Ridge and taking the kids back home! 
 
c. And you adults that barely sing and barely do the hand motions during 

singing at VBS, you need to go with us and attempt to do all that while 
driving down the road!  “Roll the Gospel Chariot” takes on a whole new 
perspective! 
 

4. We assisted the young people from the East Ridge Church of Christ in Vacation 
Bible School. 

 
a. We first had lunch with the young people. 
 
b. And then skits that were very much like the skits we have done during 

VBS. 
 
c. Of course there were arts and crafts that related to the Bible stories! 
 
d. Their theme was the Book of Daniel and their Bible lessons were done in 

the “Fiery Furnace.”  And the “Fiery Furnace room was awesome! 
 

e. Then the Vacation Bible School ended with the kids enjoying various 
games that were associated with the Bible stories but before they could 
play the game they had to answer questions about the Bible lesson that 
they had earlier! 

 
5. Then it was back on the bus, singing at the top of our lungs, and taking the 

young people back home. 
 

D. We have done a lot of campaigns with our young people in the past! 
 

1. We have done relief work in flooded areas, we have done door knocking for 
Vacation Bible Schools and Gospel Meetings, we have worked on church 
buildings before (example Queen City); we have done so many different types of 
campaigns in the past. 

 
2. We have had campaigns that were more intense and what I mean is that we 

never seem to stop, it was go, go, go and when the week is over then you can 
take a breath! 

 
a. This is not to say our young people did not work hard, they did!  But the 

intensity level was not like some campaigns we have had in the past! 
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b. First, safety while in the inner city area was at high demand!  Robert 

Darby was one of the Inner City ministers and he had an eye on us 
(young people and adults) like a hawk! 

 
 And he gave instructions that if he told us to get on the bus, no 

questions were asked, you got on the bus!  Parents where was no 
occasion where this happened but it was a directive that he gave. 

 
I will say that Friday afternoon while taking the kids back home, Robert 
did not let our kids get off the bus until a situation was resolved, but it 
was no issue or problem. 

 
c. While door knocking, we were in a big group together slowly going 

together to various apartment complexes instead of stretching out 
throughout a whole neighbor.  Therefore the door knocking was less 
intensive. 

 
d. While we were thinking let us do more and more, in Robert’s mind he 

was recognizing that he only had one bus to fill up with kids, once we 
get it full we could not take any more!  Therefore our canvasing of doors 
was limited. 

 
e. The Inner City Ministries has two big buses however one of them we 

could not use.  They had planned to initially use it and we would have 
gotten twice as many kids, however the other minister and bus driver in 
the Inner City, Kenneth Dupre, was involved in a motor cycle accident 
two days before we arrived.  He had no life threating injuries but when 
he laid is motorcycle down to avoid hitting another vehicle, he took the 
skin off his whole right side.  He was in misery and unable to drive the 
other bus which limited us in reaching out to more areas. 

 
3. So, less intensive however still very effective!  We indeed were speaking on 

behalf of Christ allowing the children to come unto Him. 
 
a. At the VBS on Thursday there was 46 in attendance. 
 
b. On Friday there was more however I am not sure what the actual count 

was on Friday! 
 

VI. Thoughts about the Campaign! 
 

A. Our young people represented the Lord and His church with great honor and respect! 
 

1. The Inner City work in Chattanooga is going strong, it is support well by the 
Lord’s churches in Chattanooga.  Matter of fact it was impressive how that 
several faithful congregations did indeed support this work! 
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2. We service and our assistance as greatly appreciated by Robert and Kenneth at 
the Inner City congregation but also by these other congregations as well. 

 
3. Lunches on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday were provided by the Red Bank 

Church of Christ and they did a wonderful job hosting us. 
 
4. I mentioned earlier that the East Ridge Church of Christ did the Vacation Bible 

School plus provided lunch for us and the Inner City kids! 
 
5. Kenneth on Monday related a little history about the church in Chattanooga and 

particular that the Inner City building was the first church building of the Lord’s 
church in Chattanooga. 

 
B. Secondly, our young people benefitted from the campaign in their own spiritual growth 

and maturity! 
 

1. I was telling the elders on Wednesday evening that I wish there was some way 
to convey to them and the congregation concerning the focus of your young 
people during the various devotionals that we had! 

 
a. I know that several of the guys stepped forward in participating in 

leading us in worship to God. 
 

Some of the guys for the first time spoke and presented God’s Message.   
 
A few of devotionals we split the guys and girls and several of the young 
ladies also had the opportunity to speak, lead a song, and say a prayer. 
 

b. Our young people have a heart to honor the Lord and give Deity all the 
glory as Nick spoke about this morning. 

 
c. Their purpose of heart is godly, their attitude of mind is righteous, and 

we older ones ought to recognize that we got some of the greatness 
young people blessing Washington Avenue! 

 
d. And let me add here, not all our young people could make it on this 

particular trip and I am not leaving you out concerning your attitude and 
heart for the Lord!  I know many of you wanted to go and just could not, 
but I also know your hearts and prayers were with those that could go!  
Thank You! 

 
2. Our young people also grew because such a trip like this one helps you 

appreciate what you have! 
 

a. Our young people have a greater appreciation for godly parents and 
godly families! 
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b. These kids hungered for folks to love them and treat them with godly 
love! 

 
c. There was one little boy that on Thursday when we were loading the 

bus to take them back home, he just grabbed me with the tightest hug 
and did not think would was going to let go!! 

 
d. Several of our guys in their prayers during week prayed for these 

innocent kids that are in such an unhealthy and difficult environment! 
 
e. Indeed our young people gained a much greater appreciation for their 

blessings! 
 

3. Our young people challenged themselves to do more than what they have done 
before. 

 
a. Whether it was knocking on that door for the first time and inviting 

someone to hear Christ, whether presenting the Lord’s Message for the 
first time, or evening pushing yourself to overcome a particular fear 
(even on our fun day); our young people challenged themselves to do 
more! 

 
b. And I urge them to continue, particularly in doing more and more for 

God! 
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Conclusion: 
 
I. When Jesus spoke great and wonderful things happened! 
 

A. The Lord spoke and the world came into existence! 
 
B. The Lord spoke and healing and hope were provided. 
 
C. The Lord speaks an eternal home is provided! 
 

II. Plus, as Christians we speak on behalf of the Lord today! 
 

A. Our young people did in Chattanooga to the precious children there! 
 
B. And even today we speak on the Lord’s behalf offering spiritual healing, an eternal 

hope, and an eternal residence with Him in Heaven. 
 
C. The Lord speaks and we come together a One in His Body! 
 

III. Are you listening to the Lord! 
 

A. If there is anything we might be able to assist you in this evening! 
 

1. Whether learning more about Christ and listening to His precious Word. 
 
2. In helping you possible to respond to the Message of Christ in faith and 

obedience so that you have receive the spiritual healing, hope, and eternal 
home. 

 
3. Or even as a Christian that has quite listening to Christ and allowed the world 

and its influence to affect you wrongly and you need to repent and return to 
Christ! 

 
B. Let us assist you, right now, as we stand and as we sing! 

 

 


