
 1 

 

 

 

 

“COMMITMENT TO WORSHIP 

SERVICES AND BIBLE CLASSES!” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. There Are TWO Constant Concerns About Members Of The Lord’s Church 

Expressed By Leaders Of The Church Where I Travel, Speak, And Talk About 

Leadership. 

1. Many congregations have 50% - 70% less attendance in Sunday AM Bible 

Classes and Wednesday PM Bible Classes and Sunday PM worship than on 

Sunday AM. 

 

2. WA: 

a. Sunday AM Bible Classes -- 71% of Sunday Attendance. 

b. Sunday PM Bible Classes -- 60% of Sunday Attendance. 

c. Wednesday PM Bible Classes -- 57% of Sunday Attendance. 

 

 

B. Those Concerns: 

1. Attendance (particularly at Sunday AM Bible Classes, Sunday PM services, 

and at Wednesday PM Bible Classes. 

 

2. Involvement. 

 

 

C. Today I Want To Address One Of Those -- Attendance. 

 

 

D. Title Of My Sermon: “Commitment To Worship Services And Bible Classes.” 

 

 

E. Caveats Right Up Front: 

1. I am not talking about people who are sick (with the flu, struggling with 

horrible pain, or who are sick from medications!) 

 

2. I am not talking about people who are incapacitated (in the hospital, in a 

nursing home, or bedridden). 

 

3. I am not talking about people in a work field that are obligated to work on 

Sunday -- nurses, police officers, firemen, et. al. 
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4. By the way, hopefully we will have our Sunday services live on the web in 

the next few weeks! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Why Attend Every Worship Service And Bible Class. 

A. (►)  Because God Commanded His People To Do So! 

1. This was true under the Law of Moses! 

a. Ex. 20:8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 

b. Ex. 34:21 “Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall 

rest; in plowing time and in harvest you shall rest.” 

 

2. If He felt that strongly about the Sabbath Day, I wonder how He feels about 

the “Lord’s Day”? 

 

3. Heb. 10:25 “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 

see the Day approaching.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Because They Delight In Worshiping And Praising God! 

1. Ps. 84:1-3 “To the Chief Musician. On an instrument of Gath. A Psalm of 

the sons of Korah. How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts! 2My 

soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts of the LORD; My heart and my 

flesh cry out for the living God. 3Even the sparrow has found a home, And 

the swallow a nest for herself, Where she may lay her young-- Even Your 

altars, O LORD of hosts, My King and my God.” 

 

2. Ps. 122:1 “A song of Ascents. Of David. I was glad when they said to me, 

‘Let us go into the house of the LORD.’” 

 

 

C. (►)  Because They LOVE His Word And Are Eager To Know It And Live It! 

1. Examples of His expectation of His people to seek His Word in worship: 

a. At Sinai: Ex. 24:7 “Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in 

the hearing of the people. And they said, ‘All that the LORD has said 

we will do, and be obedient.’” 

b. Year of Jubilee: “And Moses commanded them, saying: ‘At the end of 

every seven years, at the appointed time in the year of release, at the 

Feast of Tabernacles, 11when all Israel comes to appear before the 

LORD your God in the place which He chooses, you shall read this law 

before all Israel in their hearing. 12Gather the people together, men and 

women and little ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, that 

they may hear and that they may learn to fear the LORD your God and 

carefully observe all the words of this law, 13and that their children, 

who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God 
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as long as you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to possess.” 

Dt. 31:10-13 

c. Ezra for the returnees from Captivity: Neh. 8:1-8 “Now all the people 

gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the 

Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law 

of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest 

brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all who 

could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 
3Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water 

Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those 

who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to 

the Book of the Law. 4So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood 

which they had made for the purpose; and beside him, at his right hand, 

stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at 

his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, 

Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 

all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. 6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the 

great God. Then all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen!’ while lifting 

up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD 

with their faces to the ground. 7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 

Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, 

Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to understand the 

Law; and the people stood in their place. 8So they read distinctly from 

the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them 

to understand the reading.” 

d. Jesus: Lk. 4:16-21 “So He came to Nazareth, where He had been 

brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 

Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17And He was handed the book of 

the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the 

place where it was written: 18‘The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 

Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives 

And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are 

oppressed; 19To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.’ 20Then He 

closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 

the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21And He 

began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.’” 

e. The First Century Christians: Ac. 20:7 “Now on the first day of the 

week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to 

depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until 

midnight.” 

 

2. His people are eager to hear God’s Word, understand It, absorb It, and long 

to live It! 
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a. I had a conversation with a lady this week who is on a journey seeking 

God. 

b. She has recently been attending our Bible Classes and worship services. 

c. She is SO EAGER to grow her faith: 

d. Looking at the Bible Classes, she told me, “I want to be in ALL of these 

studies; I need them all!” 

1. Sunday: 

a. “Growing Our Faith -- An Overview Of The Bible!” Ladies’ 

Class 

b. “The Church Jesus Built” Auditorium 

c. “I, II Corinthians” Activity Center 

2. Wednesday: 

a. “Living Our Faith by What We Believe” Ladies’ Class 

b. “Challenges The Church Is Facing” Auditorium 

c. “The Minor Prophets” Activity Center 

 

3. Children have SO MUCH eagerness! 

a. Parents and grandparents, help your children have a positive attitude 

about Church and Bible Class! 

b. Charley Wochaski, Nicole’s 18-month-old daughter was RUNNING to 

class Wednesday PM! 

c. She is SO excited to go to class; at home she pats her Bible! 

 

4. The VALUE of His Word: “Pr. 8:10 “Receive my instruction, and not 

silver, And knowledge rather than choice gold; 11For wisdom is better than 

rubies, And all the things one may desire cannot be compared with her.” 

 

5. When God’s people neglect worship and Bible Classes, Hosea’s charge 

against Israel: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because 

you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for 

Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your 

children.” Hos. 4:6 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Because They Long To Imitate Jesus. 

1. Read His life in the Gospels. 

 

2. He saw the need for prayer, collective worship, and fellowship 

(encouragement). 

 

3. This was His “custom” -- habit, practice! 

 

4. He showed us the importance of worship and love for the Word! 

 

 

E. (►)  Because They Want To Be Spiritually Healthy And Alive! 

1. Being close to God and His Word keeps you fed! 
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2. Being in worship and Bible Classes intertwines your life with His people! 

 

3. (Slide #4)  Story about an elder visiting a member who had missed weeks of 

worship and Bible Class. 

a. They lived in the country. 

b. One dark winter night an elder went to a member’s house. 

c. The member was in his living room in front of a roaring fire in the 

fireplace. 

d. After a few pleasantries, things got very quiet and a little 

uncomfortable. 

e. The elder reached for the poker, pulled a red hot ember out of the fire 

and pushed it over by itself on the hearth. 

f. Both watched as the ember faded, turned gray, and then black and died. 

g. The member looked at the elder and said, “I see your point. I will be 

back Sunday!” 

 

 

F. (Slide #5)  “WHY WOULDN’T YOU?” 

1. If you love the Lord with all your heart and if you seek FIRST the Kingdom 

of God, WHY WOULDN”T YOU want to be in every worship service and 

Bible Class? 

 

2. Discussion With Marsha Singh on Thursday: 

a. She was not raised in a Christian home; her aunt became a Christian in 

Jamaica; her aunt took Marsha to Bible Class; she became a Christian 

at age 16. 

b. She LONGED to know more and more about the Bible. 

c. She attended a school of preaching in Trinidad -- not to become a 

preacher, but to know all she could about the precious Word of God!!!! 

d. She went to Freed-Hardeman, got her Masters; she met Surendra at the 

preaching school. 

 

3. Christians should LONG to put Him first and love Him with all our heart! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #6)  Why Christians Do Not Attend Every Service And Bible Class: 

A. (►)  For Some New Christians, It Is A Drastic Life Change! 

1. Perhaps they have never attended worship. 

 

2. Perhaps they only attended one service a week. 

 

3. However, if you have found the Truth, BE EAGER to grow in It and to 

know ALL YOU CAN about God and His Will! 

 

4. “Hunger and thirst for righteousness!” Mt. 5:6 
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5. Desire it like a newborn baby desires milk! I Pet. 2:2 

 

 

B. (►)  Some Have Been Negatively Influenced By Culture’s Negativity Toward 

Preaching Of God’s Word. 

1. They see little value in preaching. 

 

2. They want more entertainment. 

 

3. However, if GOD chose to save man through PREACHING, HOW DARE 

US TO MINIMIZE IT! 

 

 

C. (►)  Argument: “Sunday PM And Bible Classes Are Not Required!” 

1. Those who make this argument see the Sunday AM worship as commanded 

by God. 

 

2. Heb. 10:25 “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 

manner of some’” 

 

3. The text urges us not to forsake the assembling of Christians; it does not say 

“Sunday AM” only! 

 

4. Many have argued that Sunday PM is a last Century practice that arose in 

farming communities during the 18th and 19th Centuries -- farmers 

worshiped after milking in the AM and after late afternoon milking. 

a. That is an interesting argument; it is NOT the reason that you see God’s 

people meeting on Sunday evening. 

b. There is historical precedent for evening meeting throughout history! 

c. You even see this in the First and Second Centuries. 

 

5. Others claim Sunday PM services came about during WWII when 

businesses had twenty-four hour workdays to support the war. 

 

6. Be careful about your arguments! 

a. Evidence is seen in the Church of England and among the Puritans in 

the 1600’s; during the Middle Ages, morning worship became known 

as “lauds” or “matins” and evening worship “vespers.” 

b. First and Second Century historians suggest that Christians met 

BEFORE work and after work. 

 

7. Ac. 2:46 shows us brethren in the First Century gathering much more than 

on Sunday AM! 

a. “So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 

from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of 

heart,” 



 7 

b. NIV: “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts,” 

 

 

8. They had prayer meetings. The brethren were at the house of John Mark’s 

mother to pray for Peter. Ac. 12:12 

 

9. This argument almost sounds like, “We are sophisticated; we are spiritual; 

we don’t need any more than just Sunday AM!” 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  The Excuse Of “Family Time.” 

1. You hear people say they are SO BUSY during the week that they need to 

stay at home for family time. 

 

2. Here’s my question: “So is this ‘family time’ devoted to Christ and the 

Bible?” 

 

3. Caution: You are telling your children that family is MORE IMPORTANT 

than your relationship with God! 

 

4. In previous generations, Friday night was “family night;” Saturdays were for 

family activity; Sunday was for worship. And the extracurricular activities, 

especially sports, have consumed many nights, Saturdays, and Sunday 

afternoons. So parents decide to make Sunday evenings their “family 

nights.” 

 

5. Typically the time is used for TV, sports, visiting, doing chores around the 

house, or sleep; you do not hear people talk about having private family 

devotionals at that time!!! 

 

6. This is an argument of young adults. 

 

7. You will reap what you are sowing!!! You are teaching your children that so 

many things are MORE IMPORTANT that Worship Services and Bible 

Classes! 

 

 

E. (►)  “Evening Worship And Bible Classes Are Too Late; Our Children Need To 

Be In Bed!” 

1. Here is an argument of young parents! 

 

2. Sunday evening is over at 7 PM; Wednesday evening is over at 7:30. 
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3. Your children can survive the time it takes to be in worship! I know! I was 

raised to go to every worship service, Bible Class, Gospel Meeting within 

50 miles, etc.! 

 

4. And I still got enough sleep and still go my homework done! 

 

 

5. The question -- how are your decisions training your children? What are you 

teaching them? 

 

 

F. (►)  Stubbornness And Self-Will. 

1. Many figuratively bow their back and say, “Jesus only asked me to worship 

on Sunday!” Did He? Or is that just your argument to justify your stubborn 

will? 

 

2. If the time does not fit their schedule or likes, they just refuse to attend! 

 

3. Brethren, elders are overseers; we must respect their decisions, not rebel 

against them or against their desire to help us grow! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #8)  The Consequences Of Minimal Attendance: 

A. (►)  Little Knowledge. 

1. Children grow up having LITTLE or NO knowledge of God’s Word. 

a. Parents, WAKE UP!! 

b. You were given the privilege to know God’s Word! 

c. What are you giving your children? 

d. A heart-breaking tragedy in Belarus -- we taught people; they became 

believers in Christ; yet they did not encourage their children to attend 

and did not want to have Bible Classes. I told them, “You, Christians, 

are raising your children just like you were raised -- as atheists!” 

e. A heart-breaking tragedy in America and in Evansville -- children in 

many homes are growing up ignorant of God’s Truths -- how to become 

a Christian, what the Church is, why things are done the way they are in 

worship, morality, and what it really means to be a Christian! And then 

parents get all flustered when their children have no interest in Christ, 

Christianity, or the Church, when they do not become Christians, and 

when the make sinful choices in lifestyle, morality, and in marriages. 

f. Survey: 

1. Children of parents who are both committed to worship and Bible 

Class -- 93% remain faithful! 

2. Children of 1 parent committed to worship and Bible Class -- 73% 

remain faithful! 

3. Children of parents who are both just marginally committed to 

worship and Bible Class -- 53% remain faithful. 
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4. Children of parents who are both infrequent attenders -- 6% remain 

faithful! 

 

2. Adults have minimal knowledge of what God’s Will really is! 

a. It is so sad to see many Christians who know SO LITTLE about the 

Truths of God’s Word. 

b. Many see no difference in the Lord’s Church than a denomination! 

3. It is HEARTBREAKING to see the shallow knowledge of so many who are 

“Sunday Morning Only” Christians. 

 

 

B. (►)  Lessened Devotion And Commitment. 

1. I see people become less connected and committed. 

 

2. You can watch people’s devotion lessen; you can see their dedication to the 

Lord and love for the congregation wane. 

 

3. Hardeman Nichols -- “Christians are like cars; they sputter before the miss; 

they miss before they quit!” 

 

 

C. (►)  Attitudes Deteriorate. 

1. Those who once were “on board” with the congregation become aloof, 

critical, and angry. Their participation wanes -- teaching, involvement, etc. 

 

2. Those who claimed to love the Truth begin to waver. 

 

3. Those who were once really engaged become indifferent and apathetic! 

 

 

D. (►)  You Miss SO MUCH! 

1. You have no idea how much you miss! 

 

2. Often someone asks me about a Bible topic or passage; “I don’t have the 

heart to harshly say, ‘Well if you had been here on Sunday night 2 weeks 

ago” or “If you had been in Bible Class last Sunday morning or Wednesday 

evening, you would have known the answer!” 

 

3. Imagine what Tomas missed by not being with the other 10 Apostles on 

Resurrection Sunday! 

a. Jn. 20:19-29 

b. Why was Thomas absent? We do not know. 

c. He missed the opportunity to see the Lord! 

d. He missed the support of His fellow Apostles! 

e. He missed the empirical evidence that would have doused his doubt 

and would have strengthened His faith 

f. He missed the Lord’s charge for the Apostles 
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(Slide #9)  Conclusion: 

A. Challenge EVERY MEMBER To Evaluate Their Commitment To Worship 

Services And Bible Classes. 

1. Have you become lax? Indifferent? Lazy? 

 

2. Repent! 

 

 

B. The Eldership Wants To Encourage Every Person To True Commitment To 

Every Worship Service, Bible Class, And Opportunity -- KPT, Teens, Women’s 

Bible Studies, Men’s Breakfasts, Seniors Dinners. 


