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 “GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

TRANSITIONING FROM 

PROPHETS TO KINGS IN ISRAEL.” 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. In The Book Of Judges And I Samuel, You Learn About 15 Judges: 

1. Othniel 

 

2. Ehud 

 

3. Shamgar 

 

4. Deborah (and Barak) 

 

5. Gideon 

 

6. Abimelech 

 

7. Tola 

 

8. Jair 

 

9. Jephthah 

 

10. Ibzon 

 

11. Elon 

 

12. Abdon 

 

13. Samson 

 

14. Eli 

 

15. Samuel 

 

 

B. In Our Last Lesson We Saw The Terrible Failures Of Eli To Teach And To 

Discipline His Sons; They Corrupted Worship And The People. 
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C. The Philistines Captured The Ark Of The Covenant; Eli Fell Over Backwards, 

Broke His Neck, And Died When He Heard Of This Awful Event! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  The Last Judge -- Samuel. 

A. (►)  Barren Hannah LONGED For And Prayed Fervently For A Son; God Gave 

Her Samuel! I Sa. 1 

 

 

B. (►)  This Godly Woman “Loaned Him To The Lord” To Serve With Eli At The 

Tabernacle. I Sa. 2 

 

 

C. Because Of Eli’s Wicked Sons, God Chastised Eli! I Sa. 2:12-36 

 

 

D. God Called Samuel During The Night. I Sa. 3:1-18 

 

 

E. (►)  Samuel Became Known As “THE PROPHET” In Israel! I Sa. 3:19-21 

 

 

F. (►)  The Philistines Attacked; They Took The Ark Of The Covenant, Killed 

Eli’s Sons, And Eli Died When He Heard This AWFUL News. 

1. The Philistines had the Ark for 7 months. I Sa. 6:1 

 

2. The Philistines got severe cases of hemorrhoids and had huge rats in their 

land. I Sa. 5:6-12 

 

3. They wanted the Ark out of their land; they put it on a new cart and added a 

chest that contained images of the tumors and of the rats and pointed a yoke 

of milk cows toward Beth Shemesh. I Sa. 6:2-12 

 

 

G. (Slide #4)  The Ark Arrived At Beth-Shemesh, I Sa. 6:13 - 7:2 

1. The people were harvesting wheat in the fields; when the saw the Ark, they 

rejoiced! They used the wood of the cart to make a Burnt Offering; they 

offered the two milk cows to God! I Sa. 6:13,14 

 

2. Because the people of Beth-Shemesh looked at the Ark of the Covenant, 

God struck dead 50,070 of them! I Sa. 6:19 

 

3. They sent a message to the men of Kirjath-Jearim to come and take the Ark. 

I Sa. 6:21 
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4. The men of Kirjath-Jearim came and took the Ark; It remained there for 20 

years! I Sa. 7:1,2 

 

 

H. (►)  Samuel Called Upon The People Of Israel To Repent! I Sa. 7:3-17 

1. They must stop practicing idolatry! I Sa. 7:3 

 

2. If they would do so, God would deliver them from the Philistines! They 

repented; Samuel prayed for them and judged them at Mizpah. I Sa. 7:4-6 

 

3. The Philistines gathered against Israel; God caused loud thunder to bring 

great confusion among the Philistine army; Israel defeated the Philistines 

and had peace all through the life of Samuel! I Sa. 7:7-17 

 

 

I. (►)  A Tragic Event Happened Late In Samuel’s Life -- His Sons Became 

Covetous; They Were Dishonest And Unrighteous; They Took Bribes And 

Perverted Judgment! Because Of This, The People Of Israel Demanded A King! 

I Sa. 8:1-5 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #5)  Israel’s Demand For A King; Saul Anointed As The First King Of 

Israel! I Ki. 8-10 

A. This Demand Was Rooted In The People’s Disgust Of Being Taken Advantage 

Of By Samuel’s Sons! I Sa. 8:3 

 

 

B. The Elder’s Request: 

1. The elders gathered and came to Samuel at Ramah. I Sa. 8:4 

 

2. Their observation and request: “Look, you are old, and your sons do not 

walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” I 

Sa. 8:5 

 

 

C. Samuel’s Response: 

1. Samuel was heartbroken by this request! 

 

2. I Sa. 8:6 “But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us a king 

to judge us.’ So Samuel prayed to the LORD.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #6)  God’s Decision: 

1. The LORD spoke to Samuel. 

 



 4 

2. “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not 

rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.’” 

I Sa. 8:7 

 

3. From God’s message, it seems that Samuel felt that the people were 

rejecting him; but God clearly explained what was happening -- the people 

were rejecting Him; they did not want HIM to reign over them! 

 

4. And God said further, “According to all the works which they have done 

since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day--with 

which they have forsaken Me and served other gods--so they are doing to 

you also. 9Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly 

forewarn them, and show them the behavior of the king who will reign over 

them.” I Sa. 8:8,9 

 

5. “Give them a king. And show them the consequences of having a king.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #7)  Samuel’s Message To Israel About The Consequences Of Having A 

King: 

1. “So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who asked him for 

a king. 11And he said, ‘This will be the behavior of the king who will reign 

over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and 

to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots. 12He will appoint 

captains over his thousands and captains over his fifties, will set some to 

plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to make his weapons of war 

and equipment for his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be 

perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 14And he will take the best of your fields, 

your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his servants. 15He 

will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers 

and servants. 16And he will take your male servants, your female servants, 

your finest young men, and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He 

will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants. 18And you will 

cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for 

yourselves, and the LORD will not hear you in that day.” I Sa. 8:10-18 

 

2. Consequences of having a king: 

a. Your sons will be soldiers and servants of the king. They will plow the 

ground and reap harvests; they will also make weapons of war and 

chariots. 

b. Your daughters will serve Him as perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 

c. He will take the best fields, vineyards, and olive groves and give them 

to his servants. 

d. He will take a tenth of your grain and vineyards and give it to his 

officers and servants. 

e. He will take your male and female servants, your finest young men and 

your donkeys and use them in his work. 
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f. He will take a tenth of your sheep. 

g. You will be his servants. 

h. And when you are oppressed and taxed, you will cry out to God but He 

will not hear your cry! 

 

 

F. The People Rejected Samuel’s Cautions; He Told Them They Would Have A 

King! I Sa. 8:19-22 

1. “Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, 

‘No, but we will have a king over us, 20that we also may be like all the 

nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our 

battles.’ 21And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated 

them in the hearing of the LORD. 22So the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Heed 

their voice, and make them a king.’ And Samuel said to the men of Israel, 

‘Every man go to his city.’” 

 

2. They wanted a king because they wanted to be like the nations around them. 

 

3. God told Samuel to give them a king. 

 

 

G. (Slide #8)  Saul, A Benjamite, The Son Of Kish, Was A Handsome Man; He 

Was A Head Taller Than Others In The Land -- About A Foot Taller! I Sa. 9:1,2 

1. Kish sent Saul to find his lost donkeys. I Sa. 9:3 

 

2. Not finding them, they went to the city where Samuel was the prophet to see 

if he could help them. As Saul neared Samuel, God told him that this was 

the man that he was to anoint king. I Sa. 9:4-26 

 

3. As Saul was leaving the city, Samuel told him to send his servant ahead; he 

anointed Saul as the first King of Israel! I Sa. 9:27-10:1 

 

4. Samuel told Saul of three events that would occur: 

a. Two men would meet him at Zelzah; they would tell him that his 

father’s sheep had been found but he is worried about you. I Sa. 10:2 

b. At Tabor he would meet three men who give him 2 loaves of bread. I 

Sa. 10:3,4 

c. He would meet a company of prophets who would be prophesying and 

playing instruments. I Sa. 10:5 

 

5. Then the spirit of the Lord would come upon Saul! These events occurred 

just as Samuel prophesied. I Sa. 10:6,7 

 

6. Samuel sent Saul to go to Gilgal and wait for 7 days until he came and gave 

Saul directions about attacking the Philistines. I Sa. 10:8 

 

7. Saul was then blessed to prophesy. I Sa. 10:9-16 
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8. At Mizpah, Samuel called the nation together to set a king before them; 

Saul was identified as the king. I Sa. 10:17-27 

 

 

H. In Our Next Lesson We Will Examine Saul’s Failed Kingdom. 

 

 

I. Time Frames: 

1. Moses Leading Israel -- 1491 - 1451 B.C. 

 

2. Joshua -- 1451 - 1443 B.C. 

 

3. Judges -- 1443 - 1095 B.C. 

 

4. Saul’s Reign -- 1095 - 1055 B.C. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #9)  Vital Lessons From This Text: 

A. (►)  Failures By God’s Leaders Can Cause His People To Reject God’s Ways! 

1. Eli’s sons: 

a. Because Eli’s sons were corrupt priests, they disrespected God’s Law 

for the priestly portion; they took more than their portion; and if 

questioned, they contradicted the questioner. I Sam. 2:12-17 

b. They committed fornication with women whom came to worship at the 

Tabernacle. I Sa. 2:22 

c. They were causing the people of Israel to sin! I Sa. 2:24 

 

2. Because Samuel’s son were dishonest and took bribes, the people lost 

respect for Samuel and the whole concept of the judges! Therefore, they 

demanded a king! I Sa. 8:3-5 

a. When Samuel showed the demands of the king, the people ignored his 

cautions. 

b. I Sa. 8:19,20 “Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of 

Samuel; and they said, ‘No, but we will have a king over us, 20that we 

also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go 

out before us and fight our battles.’” 

 

3. The sins of Eli’s sons and Samuel’s sons were the impetus to Israel’s 

demands for a king! 

 

4. Moral failures in the lives of Preachers or Elders can cause God’s people to 

become very discouraged; some may give up! 

 

5. Leaders whose families are not disciplined can have great negative impact 

upon members and especially upon young people in the church. 
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6. Leaders who promote false doctrines can lead God’s people right away from 

Him! 

a. When they minimize or deny THE purpose of baptism. 

b. When the disrespect God’s authority for worship -- adding instrumental 

music; adding praise teams; taking the Lord’s Supper on different days 

than the Lord’s Day; replacing the Word of God in sermons for 

pabulum. 

c. Encouraging women to assume roles in leadership that God authorized 

for men. 

d. Promoting ecumenical acceptance and fellowship. 

 

7. And it is not just in the lives of leaders! Moral failures in the lives of 

members of the Lord’s Church can have terribly detrimental impact upon 

others remaining faith to God! 

 

8. Indifference or ineptness can cause members to desire something different 

than what God has authorized! 

a. Many a young person has turned away from serving God because of the 

indifference they have seen in their leaders, parents, or Christians. 

b. Ineptness -- not doing things well can be an impetus for people 

promoting stepping outside the authority of God’s Will! Every 

Christian should sing heartily! Song leaders should lead well and 

enthusiastically -- because worship has not seemed vibrant, some have 

promoting changing worship or adding instruments to “be like 

denominations!” This is the same argument Israel used to have a king! 

 

 

B. (►)  God Can Use People For His Cause Who Do Not Deem Themselves As 

Worthy Of His Call. 

1. When Samuel Told Saul That The Desire Of All Of Israel Had Turned To 

Him, Saul Felt So Inadequate! 

a. “And Saul answered and said, ‘Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of 

the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the 

tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?” I Sa. 9:21 

b. Saul immediately focused upon his tribe and family -- they were the 

smallest tribe and family in the tribe. Saul could not imagine that God 

would want to use him. 

 

2. Moses felt SO inadequate when God called him; yet God used him for 

GREAT service to His people! 

 

3. The question is “Will that person remain loyal to God as he steps into a 

significant role? Moses did! Saul did not! 
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C. (►)  A Desire To Be Like The World Can Lead God’s People From Him And 

Into Destruction! 

1. The impetus may have been Eli and Samuel’s wicked sons. 

 

2. However, the solution that the people saw was SO naïve and SO unwise! 

a. Samuel’s sons became covetous; they were dishonest and unrighteous; 

they took bribes and perverted judgment! Because Of This, The People 

Of Israel Demanded A King! I Sa. 8:1-5 

b. “Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” I Sa. 8:5 

c. We do not want a system of Judges; we want a king to judge us! 

 

3. The system was not perverted; the wicked sons of Samuel were! 

 

4. How dangerous such a mindset it! 

 

5. And yet, challenge after challenge in Scriptures warns us! 

a. I Jn. 2:15 “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

b. Js. 4:4 “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship 

with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #10)  God TOLD Israel What Would Happen If/When They Sought A 

King! They Either Were Ignorant Of His Prophecies Of Did Not Believe It 

Could Happen To Them! 

1. Dt. 17:14-20 “When you come to the land which the LORD your God is 

giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will set a king over me 

like all the nations that are around me,’ 15you shall surely set a king over 

you whom the LORD your God chooses; one from among your brethren you 

shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not 

your brother. 16But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the 

people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the LORD has said to you, 

‘You shall not return that way again.’ 17Neither shall he multiply wives for 

himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and 

gold for himself. 18Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his 

kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from 

the one before the priests, the Levites. 19And it shall be with him, and he 

shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his 

God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, 
20that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn 

aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he 

may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of 

Israel.  
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2. In the Law (in Deuteronomy) God had told Israel what would happen! If he 

feared God, God would bless him; however, he would be greatly tempted to 

become proud, disobedient, and covetous! 

 

3. Yet, Israel demanded a king; and they rejoiced when he became their king!  

I Sa. 11:14,15 “Then Samuel said to the people, ‘Come, let us go to Gilgal 

and renew the kingdom there.’ 15So all the people went to Gilgal, and there 

they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they made sacrifices 

of peace offerings before the LORD, and there Saul and all the men of Israel 

rejoiced greatly.” 

 

 

E. (►)  Oh That Israel Had Trusted God As Their Protector And Guide! 

1. II Sa. 22:2 “And he said: ‘The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my 

deliverer;’” 

 

2. The words of David when he was delivered from the deadly intentions of 

Saul: Ps. 18:2 “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My 

God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation, my stronghold.” 

 

3. Ps. 40:17 “But I am poor and needy; Yet the LORD thinks upon me. You 

are my help and my deliverer; Do not delay, O my God.” 

 

4. Ps. 70:5 “But I am poor and needy; Make haste to me, O God! You are my 

help and my deliverer; O LORD, do not delay.” 

 

5. If they could have said, “Our trust in in God; He will protect us and deliver 

us!” things could have been SO different! 

 

 

F. (►)  When Men Decide That They Know More Than God, They Get Into 

SERIOUS Trouble! 

1. In Israel (or any other nation). 

a. They didn’t need a king; they needed godly leaders! 

b. They didn’t need a king; they needed to honor GOD as their king! 

 

2. In the Home. 

a. Mates need to respect God’s directions and live as He has directed in 

Scripture. 

b. When we decide His ways are not right, we will invariably make a mess 

of our home! 

 

3. In a Congregation. 

a. Jesus has ALL AUTHORITY in the Church! Mt. 28:28 

b. Everything we do should be to be submissive to Him, to honor Him, 

and to be obedient to Him! 
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c. We have NO RIGHT to desire to be like denominations or religions 

around us! 

 

4. In Our Personal Lives. 

a. He has given us guidance for how to live life and how to seek 

godliness. II Pet. 1:3 

b. We get into serious trouble when we decide the world’s ways, the ways 

of human philosophers, or the guidance of our friends is wiser than 

God’s guidance! 

 

5. It is true -- “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a 

fall.” Pr. 16:18 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. May We NEVER Reject Deity! 

 

 

B. May Our Attitude Be “King Of My Life I Crown Thee Now; Thine Shall The 

Glory Be!” 


