
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

“LESSONS FROM JUDAS 

ISCARIOT!” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Studies About Biblical Characters Is An Interesting Study For Many 

Bible Students. 

 

 

B. There Are Some That We Would LONG To Imitate -- Joseph, Abraham, 

Deborah, Esther, Mary, Jesus! 

 

 

C. There Are Some That We Would LOATHE To Imitate -- Ahab & Jezebel, 

Manasseh, Herod the Great, Herod Antipas, Herodias, Saul of Tarsus. 

 

 

D. Perhaps Judas Iscariot Is One That Stirs Up So Many STRONG Emotions In 

Our Hearts. His Name Lives In Infamy; I Do Not Know Anyone Named Judas In 

My Lifetime. 

1. Mt. 26:14-16 “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the 

chief priests 15and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to 

you?’ And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver. 16So from that 

time he sought opportunity to betray Him.” 

 

2. “Iscariot” -- “Man from the city of Kerioth.” 

 

3. None of us will ever forget His name or His dastardly deeds! 

 

4. You know what is really amazing, in Mt. 26:6-13 we are told about an event 

at the house of Simon the leper in Bethany where a woman with an alabaster 

flask of very costly fragrant oil poured it on the head of Jesus while he sat at 

the table. 7 

a. His disciples were indignant about such a waste! 8 

b. They griped, “It should have been sold and the money given to the 

poor!” 

c. Jesus praised her and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, WHEREVER 

THIS GOSPEL IS PREACHED IN THE WHOLE WORLD, WHAT 

THIS WOMAN HAS DONE WILL ALSO BE TOLD AS A 

MEMORIAL TO HER.” 13 
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5. Amazingly, after her memorable action, we are immediately told about 

Judas’ memorable plot!!! 

 

 

E. Tonight: “Lessons From Judas.” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Judas -- A Man Of Privilege -- An Apostle Of Jesus Christ! 

A. What A Privilege To Be Chosen By Jesus To Be His Apostle! 

 

 

B. He Is In The Lists Of The 12 Apostles: 

1. Mt. 10:2-4 “and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.” 

 

2. Mk. 3:19 “and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.” 

 

3. Lk. 6:16 “and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.” 

 

 

C. He Is Also Identified As “One Of The Twelve.” Mt. 26:14, 47; Mk. 14:10, 43; 

Lk. 22:47 

 

 

D. For 3 ½ Years He Sat At Jesus’ Feet And Learned His Teaching And Stood 

Beside Him And Saw His Miracles, His Compassion, And His Teaching! 

1. Imagine hearing all of the Lord’s Parables! 

 

2. Imagine seeing Him teach the Sermon On The Mount! 

 

 

E. He Heard Jesus Prophesy About His Betrayal, Condemnation, Scourging, And 

Death By Crucifixion! Mt. 20:17-19; Mk. 10:32-34; Lk. 18:31-33 [Yet, They 

Did Not Comprehend Or Understand, Lk. 18:34] 

 

 

F. He Was Given Power Over Unclean Spirits! 

1. Mt. 10:1 “And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave 

them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of 

sickness and all kinds of disease.” 

 

2. Mt. 10:8 “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. 

Freely you have received, freely give.” 

 

 

G. He Had The Opportunity To Preach To The Lost Sheep Of The House Of Israel! 

Mt. 10:5-7 
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1. “These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: ‘Do not go into 

the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 6But go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7And as you go, preach, 

saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 

 

2. He saw the power of the Gospel in the lives of people. 

 

 

H. He Was A Faithful Disciple Of Jesus During The Lord’s Ministry. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Judas -- A Betrayer Of Jesus, The Son Of God! 

A. Remember That He Is Referred To In Mt. 10:4 And Mk. 3:19 As The One “Who 

Also Betrayed Him,” And In Lk 6:16 As The One Who “Became A Traitor.” 

 

 

B. The Jewish Leaders, Driven With Rage But Cautious Because Of Their Fear Of 

The Masses, Realized That They Could Not Just Grab Him In The Midst Of The 

Multitudes! 

1. Lk. 22:2 “And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill 

Him, for they feared the people.” 

 

2. Imagine their discussions, “HOW are we going to be able to seize him?” 

 

 

C. And Judas Was Their Totally Unexpected Answer! 

1. Lk. 22:3-6 “Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was 

numbered among the twelve. 4So he went his way and conferred with the 

chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them. 5And they 

were glad, and agreed to give him money. 6So he promised and sought 

opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of the multitude.” 

 

2. Judas “sold his soul to Satan!” 

 

3. He went to the chief priests and captains and offered to betray Jesus to 

them! 

 

4. They were thrilled to give Judas betrayal money! 

 

5. Immediately he sought the opportunity to betray Him! 

 

 

D. HOW COULD HE DO THAT? 

1. He was motivated by greed and covetousness! 
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a. You see it at the house of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha when Mary 

poured expensive perfume on His feet and then wiped them with her 

hair! Jn. 12:1-8 

1. His criticism: “Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 

son, who would betray Him, said, 5‘Why was this fragrant oil not 

sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?’” Jn. 12:4,5 

2. “This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a 

thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in 

it.” Jn. 12:6 

3. Jesus told Judas to leave her alone; she was preparing Him for the 

day of His burial! Jn. 12:7 

b. You see that when he and the other Apostles criticized the woman who 

anointed Jesus’ head with expensive oil! Mt. 26:8,9 

c. And so, Satan used Judas’ covetousness to get silver for betraying 

Jesus! Mt. 26:14-16 “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, 

went to the chief priests 15and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if 

I deliver Him to you?’ And they counted out to him thirty pieces of 

silver. 16So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him.” 

 

2. Jesus had given Judas ample warning previously! 

a. After Jesus fed the 5,000 and taught about being the “Bread of Life,” 

Jesus spoke to the 12. Jn. 6:70,71 “Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not 

choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?’ 71He spoke of Judas 

Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being 

one of the twelve.” 

b. After the Transfiguration, Jesus spoke to the 12 when they came to 

Galilee. Mt. 17:22,23 “Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus 

said to them, ‘The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the 

hands of men, 23and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be 

raised up.’ And they were exceedingly sorrowful.” 

c. (Slide #5)  In the upper room after Jesus washed their feet, Jesus spoke 

to the 12: Mt. 26:20,21 “When evening had come, He sat down with the 

twelve. 21Now as they were eating, He said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 

one of you will betray Me.’” 

d. The He identified the betrayer. Jn. 13:26,27 “Jesus answered, ‘It is he to 

whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it.’ And having 

dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 
27Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to 

him, ‘What you do, do quickly.’” 

 

3. Yet, Judas left that event to go to betray Jesus! 

a. Jn. 13:2 “And supper being ended, the devil having already put it 

into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him,” 

b. Mk. 14:10 “Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief 

priests to betray Him to them.” 

c. He gave in to temptation and Satan used Judas to betray Jesus so that 

He would be killed! 
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4. (Slide #6)  He led the chief priests and Pharisees to where Jesus was praying 

the Garden of Gethsemane. 

a. Jn. 18:2,3 “And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for 

Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3Then Judas, having 

received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and 

Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.” 

b. Mt. 26:47 “And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the 

twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from 

the chief priests and elders of the people.” 

c. See also Mk. 14:3. 

 

5. Judas identified Jesus with a betrayal kiss. 

a. A kiss was a normal act of greeting, acceptance, respect, and affection. 

b. Yet, Judas used it as a sign of betrayal -- “The Kiss Of Death!” 

c. Mt. 26:48,49 “Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 

‘Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.’ 49Immediately he went 

up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed Him.” 

 

6. And Jesus asked Judas, “But Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, are you betraying 

the Son of Man with a kiss?’” Lk. 22:48 

 

7. The detachment of soldiers arrested Jesus and took Him to be tried! 

a. Jn. 18:3 “Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and 

officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, 

torches, and weapons.” 

b. Lk. 22:52-54 “Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the 

temple, and the elders who had come to Him, ‘Have you come out, as 

against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53When I was with you daily 

in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the 

power of darkness.’ 54Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought 

Him into the high priest’s house. But Peter followed at a distance.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  Judas -- A Remorseful But Impenitent Man. 

A. Judas KNEW That He Had Betrayed Jesus And Handed Him To The Hate-filled 

Jewish Leaders! 

 

 

B. Judas KNEW That Jesus Was Innocent; He Also Knew That Jesus Was Going 

To Be Killed -- These Facts Overwhelmed Him! 

 

 

C. Judas Was Remorseful But NOT Penitent! 

1. He regretted what he had done and what was happening to and what was 

going to happen to Jesus! 
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2. Mt. 27:3-4 “Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been 

condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 

the chief priests and elders, 4saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent 

blood.’ And they said, ‘What is that to us? You see to it!’ 

a. “Remorseful” is the Greek participle “metamelhqeiv~” meaning 

“having regretted.” 

b. Interestingly it is NOT the word “metavnoevw” meaning “repent.” 

c. This distinction is addressed in II Cor. 7:10 “For godly sorrow produces 

repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of 

the world produces death.” 

d. Those who repent CHANGE their lives! 

e. Those who simply have remorse are flooded with guilt but have no 

change of heart and action! 

 

3. He tried to give the money back to the Jewish leaders; they just took it and 

bought a field in which strangers could be buried! Mt. 27:6-10 

 

 

D. In His Remorse, Judas Went Out And Hung Himself! 

1. Mt. 27:5 “Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and 

departed, and went and hanged himself.” 

 

2. What a pitiful end: “(Now this man purchased a field with the wages of 

iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his 

entrails gushed out. 19And it became known to all those dwelling in 

Jerusalem; so that field is called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is, 

Field of Blood.)” Ac. 1:18,19 

 

3. What a TRAGIC end to this man’s life! 

 

 

 

(Slide #8)  Conclusion: 

A. From The Life Of Judas We Learn Some Vital Lessons! 

 

 

B. Lessons: 

1. (►)  All Disciples Of Jesus Must Protect Their Hearts! 

a. Pr. 4:23 “Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the 

issues of life.” 

b. We can allow sin to enter into our hearts and reign even though we 

belong to God! 

 

2. (►)  We Can Fall From Grace -- We Can Fall From Faithfulness! 
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a. As the Apostles pled for Jesus to replace Judas as an Apostle, they 

prayed: Ac. 1:25 “to take part in this ministry and apostleship from 

which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” 

b. Thus the caution: “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 

lest he fall.” I Cor. 10:124.  

 

3. (►)  When You Sin, ALWAYS Have A Penitent Heart, Not Just A 

Remorseful Heart! 

 

4. (Slide #9)  BE DETERMINED TO NEVER BETRAY JESUS IN YOUR 

OWN LIFE! 

 

5. (►)  Imagine The HAUNTING MEMORIES That Judas Deals With Now 

In Torment In Hades! 

a. “I was WITH Jesus!” 

b. “I saw all of His miracles!” 

c. “I heard Him preach; I KNEW Truth!” 

d. “WHY did I allow myself to be deceived and to stoop SO LOW that I 

would betray Him?” 

e. “WHY did I help His enemies have access to Him and aid them to kill 

Him?” 

f. “WHY? WHY? WHY?” 

g. Lk. 16:24-26 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 

me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and 

cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25But Abraham 

said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 

things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and 

you are tormented. 26And besides all this, between us and you there is a 

great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you 

cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’” 

h. Live today so you can have peace and joy in eternity, not pain, haunting 

memory, and punishment forever!!!!! 


