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“JESUS ADVICE ON SETTLING 

DIFFERENCES!” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Life And Relationships Are Such A Blessing; However, They Can Be 

Quite Tough! 

 

 

B. (►)  Having Differences And Struggles In Relationships Is Reality! 

 

 

C. We Are SO Different -- There Are No Two People Alike! 

1. We have: 

a. Different heredity 

b. Different backgrounds 

c. Different experiences 

d. Different personalities 

e. Different habits 

f. Different attitudes 

g. Different values 

 

2. Then there are medical issues and results from medication! 

a. Medical issues like depression, dementia, and Alzheimer’s have 

remarkable impact upon people’s personalities, attitudes, and 

relationships. 

b. Medications can greatly impact people’s personalities, reactions, and 

thinking. 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  God Has Called Us To Peace In Relationships: 

1. (►)  This was an O.T. call: 

a. Ps. 34:14 “Seek peace and pursue it.” 

b. Ps. 133:1 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to 

dwell together in unity!” 

c. Pr. 20:3 “It is honorable for a man to stop striving, Since any fool can 

start a quarrel.” 

 

2. (Slide #4)  This is a N.T. call: 

a. (►)  Rom. 12:18 “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 

peaceably with all men.” 
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b. Rom. 14:19 “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace 

and the things by which one may edify another.” 

c. II Cor. 13:11 “Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of 

good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and 

peace will be with you.” 

d. (Slide #5)  Eph. 4:2,3 “with all lowliness and gentleness, with 

longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3endeavoring to keep 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

e. I Thess. 5:13 “Be at peace among yourselves.” 

f. Heb. 12:14 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 

no one will see the Lord:” 

g. Js. 3:17,18 “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18Now the fruit of 

righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 

h. (Slide #6)  I Pet. 3:10,11 “For ‘He who would love life And see good 

days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking 

deceit. 11Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace 

and pursue it.’” 

 

 

E. Ideas for this sermon come from a sermon delivered by Batsell Barrett Baxter on 

March 2, 1969 at the Hillsboro Church of Christ. It is identified as Sermon #630. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #7)  Why People Have Relationship Issues: 

A. They See Things Differently And Have Different Opinions. 

 

 

B. Some Mainly Consider Their OWN Needs, Desires, And Wants; They Pretty 

Much Are Oblivious To The Needs, Desires, And Wants Of Others. 

 

 

C. Results That Occur: 

1. Jealousy 

 

2. Competition 

 

3. Rivalry 

 

4. Conflict 

 

5. Feuds 

 

6. War 
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D. Some Have HUGE PROBLEMS With Getting Along With Others. 

 

 

E. Peace Sometimes Seems Totally Illusive! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #8)  Where Relationship Issues Are Seen: 

A. In The Home Between Husbands And Wives. 

 

 

B. In The Home Between Children And Parents. 

1. This is often seen between girls and their mothers during the girl’s teen 

years. 

 

2. Father and sons can have tension. 

 

 

C. Siblings. 

 

 

D. Neighbors Can Be At Odds. 

 

 

E. And Yes, Christians Can Be Estranged From Each Other. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #9)  The Carnal Way Of Dealing With Relationship Issues. 

A. (►)  Stew About It And Built Up Resentment And Bitterness! 

1. They don’t talk about it; they do not tell the person with whom they are 

angry. 

 

2. Some just will not talk about their feelings; others lie and say everything is 

OK when it is not! 

 

3. Pr. 10:18 “Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, And whoever spreads 

slander is a fool.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Talk To Others About It! 

1. Some talk to everyone else but the one who has sinned against them. 

 

2. This is VERY displeasing to God! “Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, 

Him I will destroy; The one who has a haughty look and a proud heart, Him 

I will not endure.” Ps. 101:5 



 4 

 

3. Slandering a person instead of dealing with the problem is hypocrisy. Pr. 

11:9 “The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor.” 

 

4. Seeking counsel is wise! Pr. 15:22 “Without counsel, plans go awry, But in 

the multitude of counselors they are established.” 

 

 

C. (►)  Rage About It! 

1. Often we talk about how someone else has MADE ME MAD!!!! 

 

2. We allow ourselves to become angry and to rage about having been done 

wrong! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #10)  Christ’s Teachings About Settling Differences. 

A. (►)  Mt. 18:15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 

fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.” 

1. This deals with a situation where one sins against you. 

 

2. Go and talk to him about the issue. 

a. This takes courage! 

b. Three possible results: 

1. It might just be a misunderstanding. 

a. If so, it may be quickly cleared up. 

b. There would be no more alienation. 

c. Brotherly love would be restored and persist. 

2. The offender may be sorry for his wrong and ask forgiveness. 

3. He may stubbornly persist. 

 

3. If he refuses to repent, there are three possibilities: 

a. Mt. 18:16 “But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 

'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established.'” 

b. The three possibilities: 

1. He made become sorry for his sin when he sees the concern of 

several of his brethren. 

2. Both may realize that they are partially to blame for the problem. 

3. He may stubbornly persist in justifying the wrong. 

 

4. If he refuses to repent, there are two possibilities: 

a. Mt. 18:17 “And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he 

refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a 

tax collector.” 

b. Bring the issue to the church. 

c. The two possibilities: 
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1. Through the influence of friends and brethren, the person may see 

and admit his wrong and repent. 

2. He may persist in his wrong; their relationship will remain severed; 

he is to be considered as a heathen or tax collector -- social 

pressure will hopefully bring him to penitence and to restoration to 

the Lord. 

 

 

B. (►)  ALWAYS Be Ready To Forgive! 

1. Mt. 18:21,22 “Then Peter came to Him and said, ‘Lord, how often shall my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?’ 22Jesus said 

to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 

seven.’” 

 

2. “Forgive” -- to no longer hold the offense against the person! 

a. To pardon. 

b. To remit. 

 

3. If we hold a grudge and if we refuse to forgive we make it very difficult for 

the person to repent. 

 

4. Eagerness to forgive: 

a. Helps the offender to repent. 

b. Helps the offended one to have more peace and removes bitterness, 

resentment, and hatred. 

 

5. Brother Baxter tells a story of a man who had bought his son an expensive 

Corvette. 

a. Not long after buying it, the car had a serious motor problem. 

b. The man took his son and went back to the dealership. 

c. It was determined that the motor needed to be replaced. 

d. The dealer felt that the problem was caused the young man misusing 

the motor. 

e. The father felt that such a new motor ought to be covered under the 

company warranty. 

f. Discussions went back and forth for days without any resolution in 

sight. 

g. Finally one day the father told the dealer, “You know I have bought a 

new car from you each year for a number of years and I want you to 

know that I will continue to do so through the years to come. I have 

determined that I will accept whatever solution you think is right in our 

present problem. I leave the matter entirely to you.” And he walked out 

of the dealership. 

h. The problem, as far as he was concerned, was past. He felt no 

resentment; he had no further tension about the matter. 

i. In a few days the father received a bill from the dealer for the full price 

of the motor. He paid the bill without complaint or resentment. 



 6 

C. (►)  DO NOT IMITATE The Unmerciful Servant! 

1. Mt. 18:23-35 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who 

wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24And when he had begun to 

settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
25But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with 

his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26The 

servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with 

me, and I will pay you all.’ 27Then the master of that servant was moved 

with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 28But that servant 

went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay 

me what you owe!’ 29So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged 

him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 30And he 

would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 
31So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very 

grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 32Then his 

master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 

you all that debt because you begged me. 33Should you not also have had 

compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34And his 

master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all 

that was due to him. 35So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of 

you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 

 

2. The unmerciful servant owed a debt that he COULD NOT pay! He begged 

the king for mercy! The king had mercy and forgave his debt! 

 

3. However, as soon as he was forgiven, he sought out a fellow servant who 

owed him a very small debt and DEMANDED that he be repaid. When the 

servant begged for mercy, he had him thrown in prison! 

 

4. When his fellow servants saw his harsh treatment they told the king. The 

king had him tortured. 

 

5. The application -- HOW CAN A FORGIVEN CHRISTIAN REFUSE TO 

FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST HIM? HOW CAN WE EXPECT 

GOD’S FORGIVENESS IF WE ARE UNFORGIVING? 

 

 

D. (Slide #11)  Be Like Jesus! 

1. Eph. 4:31,32 “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be 

put away from you, with all malice. 32And be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.” 

 

2. Col. 3:13 “bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone 

has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also 

must do.” 
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3. Jn. 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as 

I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 

 

4. If we do not, we cannot expect to be forgiven ourselves! 

a. Mt. 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.” 

b. Mt. 6:14,15 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

 

5. Remember, what goes around comes around!!! 

a. You will need forgiveness! 

b. Are you acting in a way that makes it easy for others to forgive you??? 

c. Jesus addressed this in Mt. 7:2 after He cautioned against being harshly 

judgmental against others! “For with what judgment you judge, you 

will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back 

to you.” 

 

 

E. (►)  Treasure God’s Acceptance; Let NO Relationship Problem Alienate You 

From God! 

1. Mt. 5:23,24 “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift 

there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, 

and then come and offer your gift.” 

 

2. Be SO EAGER to have His favor; determine to have favor of your 

fellowman so you are certain to be in His favor! 

 

 

F. (►)  Live Your Faith! 

1. I Pet. 3:8,9 “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one 

another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9not returning evil 

for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that 

you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.” 

 

2. Let your Christian heart shine in every situation and in every relationship! 

 

 

G. (►)  Eagerly Live For Heaven! 

1. Heb. 12:15 “looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest 

any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become 

defiled;” 

 

2. HOW TRAGIC to let a fractured relationship here keep us out of Heaven! 

 

3. MAY IT NEVER BE SO!!! 
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(Slide #12)  Conclusion: 

A. Yes, From Time To Time We Will Have Differences; From Time To Time We 

Will Be Sinned Against; And From Time To Time We Will Sin Against Others. 

1. Always long for peace. 

 

2. NEVER enjoy rivalry, drama, and conflict! 

 

3. BE CAREFUL about making assumptions and accusations! Make sure you 

are right! 

 

4. Always seek to restore relationships! 

 

 

B. (►)  If We Have Sinned Against Him, LONG For His Forgiveness! 

1. Ac. 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

 

2. Be eager to have His forgiveness; know that He is SO trustworthy! 

 

3. Eph. 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 

 

 

C. (►)  If We Are Christians Who Have Sinned, LONG For His Forgiveness! 

1. I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

2. Ac. 8:22 “Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps 

the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.” 

 

 

D. Remember, “There Is Power In The Blood!” 


