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SALVATION BY DEATH! 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Illustration: Someone You Love Who Is Not A Christian Or Who Is An 

Unfaithful Christian Dies -- What Do You Want Said At Their Funeral? 

 

 

B. Recently I Had An Interesting Dialogue With A Fine Young Man Who Is A 

Respected Funeral Director In His Community And The Coroner Of The 

County. He Made Two Profound Statements To Me: 

1. “Life Is SO fragile and uncertain. Many people get up in the morning and 

put on their boots; before the day is over I embalm them.” (Contemplate the 

brevity, frailty, and uncertainty of life in that statement!) 

 

2. “I hear preachers preach so many funerals; most preachers preach ‘Salvation 

by death.” 

 

 

C. My Sermon This Morning, “Salvation By Death!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  What Did My Friend Mean When He Said, “Most Preachers Preach 

‘Salvation By Death?” 

A. Death Visits A Person And Immediately Robs A Family Of A Loved One. 

 

 

B. Some Families Will Go WAY BEYOND Reason And Their Financial Capacity 

To Have An Exquisite Funeral -- Very Expensive Casket, Vault, And Every 

Amenity They Can Imagine. 

1. Some obituaries may be $2,000. 

 

2. A funeral service with cemetery plot and stone may cost $20,000 - $25,000. 

 

3. Some who can barely put food on the table or pay the heat bill want to go 

“all out” for a funeral! 

 

4. And many of these people have no insurance and have no idea how they are 

going to pay for that service! 
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C. Preachers Are Asked To Conduct Funerals. 

1. Some funerals are almost a joy to conduct -- a faithful Christian who has 

lived his life to prepare for death and to go to Heaven! 

 

2. People often say, “Funerals have to be the hardest things you have to do.” 

 

3. The reality -- a person preaches his funeral by the life he lives! 

 

4. (Slide #3)  Some funerals are not easy -- a preacher is asked to speak in a 

funeral for someone he does now know; or, a preacher is asked to conduct a 

funeral for someone who was totally non-religious. Illustration: Bro. C.W. 

Bradly was asked to preach Elvis Presley’s funeral. Elvis’ dad, Vernon, was 

a member at the Wooddale Church of Christ where Bro. Bradley preached. 

Here was a music icon to many; but what do you say at such a funeral? 

 

 

D. (Slide #4)  The Funeral Director’s Observation -- Preachers At Funerals Will 

Preach People Into Heaven No Matter What Kind Of Life They Have Lived And 

No Matter What They Believe! 

1. I have heard of that happening with people who died in sin! 

a. One man in my home county was a drunkard; he died while drunk; he 

fell in the local river and drowned. 

b. The preacher declared that he hoped he had time to repent before he 

took his last breath! 

 

2. You will hear preachers preach drug dealers, adulterers, homosexuals, or 

murderers, right into Heaven! 

 

3. Most preachers don’t preach against sin or tell the truth about the 

consequences of sin! 

 

4. (Slide #5)  This is true in a Funeral Service. 

 

5. (Slide #6)  It is also true at a Committal Service. 

 

6. (Slide #7)  Or it is true for a Committal Service when the ashes of one who 

has been cremated are about to be interred. 

 

 

E. (Slide #8)  Why Would Preachers Preach “Salvation By Death?” 

1. Because they want to give grieving families peaceful thoughts. 

 

2. Because they almost believe universalism. 
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3. Because they want to romanticize the dead person. 

a. Preachers will portray a person as a nearly perfect saint. 

b. Often they will “preach the dead person in to Heaven” when people in 

the audience KNOW how sinful they lived and maybe that they left this 

life in sinful activity! 

c. You hear things like, “He has just entered the Pearly Gates!” 

 

 

F. The BIGGEST Problem With Preachers Preaching “Salvation By Death” -- IT IS 

A LIE!!!!! It Gives False Hope To Grieving Families! 

1. Any man who claims to be a minister has an obligation to TELL THE 

TRUTH! 

 

2. It is pure deception! 

 

3. It is lying comfort! 

 

 

G. Those Who Remain Need Comfort, But They Also Need To Be Warned About 

The Reality And Immediacy Of Death, The Complete Dishonesty Of The 

Doctrine Of Universalism, And The Need For Sinners To Turn To Christ! 

 

 

H. “Salvation By Death” Is Such A Dishonest Deception! 

1. God is not going to save everyone who dies! 

 

2. The dead will be judged! “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 

before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which 

is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 

the things which were written in the books. 13The sea gave up the dead who 

were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. 

And they were judged, each one according to his works.” Rev. 22:12,13 

 

 

I. And Amazingly, When One Dies, People Forget Their Sin, They Forget That 

They Were Not Christians Or Were Not Faithful Christians -- Often Family 

Members Deny The Word Of God And Attempt To Justify Deceased Family 

Members -- They Are Advocating “Salvation By Death!” 
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II. (Slide #9)  What The Bible Teaches -- “Salvation By Death!” 

A. “Salvation Is Made Available Because Of The Death Of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

B. NO SINNER Can Be Saved Because Of His Own Life, His Own Goodness, Or 

His Own Works! 

 

 

C. Sinners Can ONLY HAVE HOPE Because Of The Death Of Jesus Christ! 

1. His Death overcame the damnable deeds of Satan! Gen. 3:15 The LORD 

said to Satan in pronouncing a curse upon him: “And I will put enmity 

Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He 

shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

 

2. Jn. 12:31-33 “‘Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 

world will be cast out. 32And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

peoples to Myself.’ 33This He said, signifying by what death He would die.” 

 

 

D. His Death Was Prophesied By Old Testament “Types:” 

1. Mt. 12:40 “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 

great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart 

of the earth. 

 

2. Jn. 3:14,15 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

 

 

E. His Death Was A Vicarious Suffering -- He Suffered On Behalf Of Sinners! 

1. Is. 53:5,6 “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 

our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His 

stripes we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, 

every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of 

us all.” 

 

2. Jn. 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.” 

 

3. Jn. 10:17,18 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life 

that I may take it again. 18No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of 

Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 

command I have received from My Father.” 
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F. His Resurrection Validates His Death! 

1. “And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, 

and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 

after three days rise again.” Mk. 8:31 [also 9:31; 10:34] 

 

2. Rom. 1:4 “and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 

Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 

 

 

G. Everything He Suffered Was Because Of Heaven’s Love For Us! 

1. Jn. 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

2. Jn. 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for 

his friends.” 

 

 

H. (Slide #10)  Faithful Preachers Have ONE Message -- “Salvation Made 

Available By The Blood That Jesus Shed In His Death!” 

1. I Cor. 2:2 “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified.” 

 

2. Jn. 1:29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” 

 

3. Gal. 1:3-5 “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 4who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 

present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be 

glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

4. Mk. 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

 

5. Mt. 26:28 “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 

many for the remission of sins.” 

 

6. Rom. 5:8,9 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Much more then, having now been 

justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

 

7. Eph. 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 
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8. Rom. 6:3-6 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we were buried with 

Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly 

we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6knowing this, that our 

old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 

with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 

 

9. And that Blood continues to cleanse the faithful Christian! I Jn. 1:7 “But if 

we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #11)  Salvation By Faith! 

A. It Is ONLY BECAUSE JESUS Died And Shed His Blood That Sinners Have 

The Privilege Of “Salvation By Faith!” 

1. “Faith” -- absolute conviction in the Gospel Message -- the Death, the 

Burial, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ! “I KNOW That My Redeemer 

Lives! 

 

2. (Slide #12)  “Faith” -- man’s response to the amazing love of the Godhead 

and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ! 

 

3. “Faith” -- man learns about the plans of the Godhead and the provisions 

They have made available through the revelation that the Holy Spirit 

provided us -- the inspired Word of God! 

 

4. The Christian’s motto: In the word of the chorus of “Jesus Keep Me Near 

The Cross” the Christian asserts: “In the Cross, in the Cross, be my glory 

ever!” 

 

 

B. Sinners Are Justified By Faith In Christ And The “Salvation By Death” That He 

Made Available! 

1. Jews sought justification by the Law of Moses that required offerings of the 

blood of animals; those sacrifices did not provide justification from sin! 

a. Rom. 3:28 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart 

from the deeds of the law.” 

b. Gal. 2:16 “knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law 

but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that 

we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; 

for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” 
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2. Sinner can only be justified BY FAITH in Christ! 

a. Gal. 3:11 “But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is 

evident, for ‘the just shall live by faith.’” 

b. Rom. 5:1,2 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom also we have 

access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of 

the glory of God.” 

c. “being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 

through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 

committed,” Rom. 3:24,25 

 

 

C. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 

of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Eph. 2:8,9 

1. “For by grace” 

a. What is “grace?” 

b. “Unmerited favor.” 

c. It is an action rooted in compassion or mercy that provides for a person 

what he/she is unable to provide for himself. 

d. The source and impetus for salvation?  GOD! 

e. Without HIS mercy and grace, sinners have NO HOPE of forgiveness! 

 

2. “are ye saved” 

a. “Are” 

1. This is the present tense form of the verb “to be” 

2. “e\ste” is a present tense plural active verb. 

3. “You are and continue to be. 

b. “saved.” 

1. This is the Greek word “sesw/smevnoi. 
2. This is a perfect passive plural participle. 

3. It means “have been saved by another and continue to be saved!” 

4. GOD saved us, not ourselves! 

5. But what about Acts 2:40? 

a. Doesn’t it say, “Save yourselves.” 

b. Not in the Greek text! 

c. “swvqhte” is an aorist passive imperative. 

d. “Be saved by another yourselves!” 

 

3. “through faith” 

a. Salvation is accessed or contacted “through faith.” 

b. A CRITICAL question arises here!  “Is faith the work of God by which 

He infuses faith into depraved man; or is faith the response of man to 

God’s grace?” 
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c. Quote from The Five Points Of Calvinism, “Faith is not something man 

contributes to salvation but is itself a part of God’s gift of salvation -- it 

is God’s gift to the sinner, not the sinner’s gift to God.” 

d. Faith is MAN’S response to God’s grace! 

1. All the “Hero’s of Faith” acted “by faith.” 

2. Noah. 

a. Why was Noah saved from the destruction of the Flood? 

b. Gen. 6:8  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” 

c. Heb. 11:7 “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 

seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving 

of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and 

became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” 

3. Rom. 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.” 

4. Illustration of a water pipe line connected to the house. 

a. The grace [water] may be available. 

b. You have to supply the pipes from the meter to and throughout 

the house. 

c. Only THEN do you have water! 

5. Grace is available; we have to supply the faith in order to receive 

the salvation! 

 

4. “and that” 

a. To WHAT does “that” refer? 

b. What IS “the gift of God?” 

c. Is it “grace?” NO! 

d. Is it “faith?” NO! 

e. It IS “salvation!!!” 

 

5. “not of yourselves” 

a. The impetus for salvation is NOT sinful man! 

b. Sinful men do not deserve and can not earn salvation! 

c. Sinful man has NO RIGHT to determine a way of salvation! 

d. Sinful man has NO sacrifice to make that can atone for sin! 

 

6. “it is the gift of God” 

a. “Gift” is the Greek word “dw`ron”. 

b. This word focuses upon the gift being a “free gift.” 

c. Salvation is a free gift that sinners can receive from God; it is certainly 

not deserved or earned. 

 

7. “Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

a. “Not of works” 

1. Salvation is not earned by man. 

2. Man cannot do any amount of works that will earn his salvation. 
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b. “lest any man should boast.” 

1. If man COULD save himself, he would gloat and glory in his 

accomplishment. 

2. NO Christian has an ounce of room to gloat or glory in having 

salvation. 

3. II Cor. 10:17  “But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 

4. Gal. 6:14  “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 

me, and I unto the world.” 

5. We cannot glory in who are parents are, the country or state in 

which we were born, the material blessings that we have, or upon 

any other thing! 

 

 

C. Thus, Salvation Originated In God, the Father, Is Initiated By The Precious 

Blood Of Christ, And Was Confirmed And Revealed By The Holy Spirit 

Through The Apostles, Prophets, And The Precious Book Divine, The Bible! 

1. Tit. 2:13,14 “appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who 

gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 

unto himself a peculiar people” 

 

2. Eph. 5:2 “Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 

offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” 

 

3. I Tim. 2:5,6 “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 

due time.” 

 

 

D. What “Faith” Involves: 

1. The word “faith” is a synecdoche for submission to Jesus as the Lord -- 

doing whatever He requires! 

 

2. Faith involves trust and obedience in how to become a Christian and living 

as a Christian! 

a. It is a faith that motivates one to eagerly long to have what Jesus 

provided “Salvation by Death!” 

b. It is an active faith that shows its appreciation to the Godhead and its 

compassion for others for the rest of one’s life! 

c. Js. 2:24 “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith 

only.” 
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Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #13)  “Salvation By Death” As Proclaimed By Preachers Is NOT True! 

1. ALL OF US are going to die unless the Lord returns in our lifetime! 

a. Heb. 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment,” 

b. It is coming quickly -- “We Are Going Down The Valley One By One!” 

c. As the Funeral Director said, “Many people get up in the morning and 

put on their boots; before the day is over I embalm them.” 

 

2. We will be judged by Jesus based upon the lives we have lived. 

a. Ecc. 12:14 “For God will bring every work into judgment, Including 

every secret thing, Whether good or evil.” 

b. Rom. 14:12 “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.” 

c. II Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to 

what he has done, whether good or bad.” 

 

3. We will NOT be judged by these considerations -- “Were you born?” “Did 

you die?”  

 

4. We will be judged by what we did between birth and death!!! 

 

5. We will be judged by “Did you see the absolute significance of ‘Salvation 

by Death (Jesus’ Death)?” “Did you truly believe that He IS who He 

claimed to be?” “Did you TRUST in Him?” “Did you believe in ‘Salvation 

by Faith?” 

 

 

B. (Slide #14)  You Are Preaching Your Funeral NOW! What Are You 

Proclaiming? Will The Preacher Just Talk About A Few Memories About You? 

Or Will You Talk About Your Faith And Your Love For The Lord? 

 

 

C. What Will A Preacher Or One Who Eulogizes You Say At Your Funeral? Will 

He Talk About You Being A Good Person? Will He Talk About Your 

Possessions? Will He Talk About Your Successes? Will He Talk About 

Benevolent Deeds You Have Done? Will He Just Talk about Memories That 

Your Family Has Of You? OR Will He Talk About Your Love For Jesus And 

Devotion To Him -- Salvation By The Death Of Jesus And By Faith In Him? 

 

 

D. (Slide #15)  It Does Not Matter WHAT A Preacher Or Family Member Says At 

Your Funeral -- (Slide #16)  “Were You Prepared Because Of ‘Salvation By 

Faith In The Death Of Christ?’” 


