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“WHEN LOYALTY IS NOT 

DIRECTED TO CHRIST!” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Two Weeks Ago, In My First Sunday Sermon Of 2018, I Challenged Us To 

Loyalty To Christ! 

1. We observed that Jesus was loyal to His Father and to His mission 

throughout eternity and CERTAINLY when He was here on earth!  

a. Lk. 2:49 “And He said to them, ‘Why did you seek Me? Did you not 

know that I must be about My Father’s business?’” 

b. Jn. 6:38 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, 

but the will of Him who sent Me.” 

 

2. We challenged ourselves to imitate His loyalty in our own lives! 

a. Our Challenge -- To Be Loyal To Christ! 

b. Song: “To Christ Be Loyal And Be True!” 

c. I suggested that we be loyal to Christ as our Savior and Lord -- Song: “I 

Am THINE O Lord!” Song: “Jesus Is Lord!” -- He is MY Lord!” 

d. I urged us to have loyalty to His Words! 

e. And I gave a caution -- Let NOTHING And NO ONE cause you to give 

up your loyalty to Jesus! 

 

 

B. One Of Our Ladies Told Me About Thinking All Afternoon About That Sermon 

And Suggested A Follow-up Sermon -- “When Loyalty Is NOT Directed To 

Christ!” That Evening She E-mailed Me Some Of Her Thoughts 

 

 

C. What Jesus Says About Loyalty To Him: 

1. I Jn. 3:24 “Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in 

him.” 

 

2. Hos. 6:6 “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God 

more than burnt offerings.” 

 

3. Mk. 8:34,35 “When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples 

also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” 
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4. I Jn. 2:9 “He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness 

until now.” 

 

5. Mk. 12:30 “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is 

the first commandment.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #2)  Unfortunately Sometimes Other Loyalties Preempt And Transcend 

Loyalty To Christ! 

 

 

E. Today: When Loyalty Is NOT Directed To Christ! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Loyalty To Parents, Family, Friends, Or Other Loved Ones! 

A. Parents, Family, Friends, And Loved Ones Can Be SUCH A BLESSING To Our 

Lives. 

1. They can fill our lives with love. 

 

2. They can guide us to God! 

a. Some of you had Christian parents who took you to church and taught 

you about God. WHAT A BLESSING. 

b. Others may have dated someone in the Church and became a Christian 

because of their influence, the influence of someone in their family, or 

the influence of a Christian friend to both of you. WHAT A 

BLESSING! 

c. Ruth is an example. She was a Moabite; their god was Chemosh. 

1. She met and married Mahlon, the son of Elimelech and Naomi, 

who had come to Moab because of a famine in Judah. 

2. She met Mahlon and married him. 

3. Elimelech and both of his sons, Mahlon and Chilion, died leaving 

Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah widows. 

4. Naomi urged her two daughters-in-law to return to their families; 

Orpah did. 

5. But Ruth was greatly influenced by Naomi and her faith; she 

became a believer in God! 

6. We recognize that beautiful statement of loyalty to God and to 

Naomi in Ru. 1:16 “But Ruth said: ‘Entreat me not to leave you, 

Or to turn back from following after you; For wherever you go, I 

will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall 

be my people, And your God, my God.’” 

 

 

B. Sadly, Though, Many Have Loyalty To Parents And To Family That Supersedes 

Loyalty To Christ! 
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1. “I can’t obey what you are showing me; I would disrespect my parents and 

their religious beliefs.” 

 

2. “Give me that old time religion. It was good enough for my parents and it’s 

good enough for me!” 

 

3. “I just can’t say that my child is doing wrong.” 

 

 

C. What Jesus Said About Misguided Loyalty To Family Or Friends: 

1. Jn. 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 

 

2. Mt. 10:37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 

Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.” 

 

3. Lk. 14:26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot 

be My disciple. 

a. The Greek phrase “ouj misei`” (ou misei) means “does not hate.” 

b. Many try to soften this passage by saying, “Jesus means to love them 

less than Him!” 

c. That is NOT what Jesus said! 

d. Now, He is not talking about having hatred in your heart for your 

family. 

e. What does this passage mean? 

1. If your father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or sisters try to get 

you to believe something different from what Christ teaches, you 

are to HATE what they advocate! 

2. If your father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or sisters try to get 

you to leave Christ, you are to HATE that advice and NEVER give 

in to it! 

3. Ah, but observe, “and his own life also!” We must hate any 

thought, doctrine, or action that we have that would tempt us to 

leave the Lord and faithfulness to Him! We must hate the thought 

of denying the Lord even if means that we are martyred for our 

faithful confession and stand! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Loyalty To Preachers Above Loyalty To Christ! 

A. We Need To Respect Those Who Preach The Word. 

 

 

B. Unfortunately, A Great Percentage Of Preachers Teach Denominational 

Doctrines That Are Not The Teachings Of Christ. They Are The Doctrines Of 

Denominations. 
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C. All Preachers Are Human; We Can Misunderstand A Biblical Topic Or Teach 

Something Wrong. 

 

 

D. Unfortunately, Many Rely Upon Their Preacher To Do Their Thinking And 

Study For Them; They Believe Whatever Their Preachers Tells Them Because 

They Trust Him. 

1. Many times I have shown someone what the Bible says and watched them 

waffle. 

 

2. One says, “I need to go talk to my preacher.” 

 

3. They see what God says but it contradicts what their preacher believes and 

teaches; often they reject what the Bible says because of loyalty to their 

preacher. 

 

 

E. That Is Why Paul Commended The Bereans! When An Apostle, Paul, Taught 

Them, They Went Home And Compared His Message With The Scriptures! 

“These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 

the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether 

these things were so.” Ac. 17:11 

 

 

F. If Loyalty To A Preacher Brings Disunity Among Christians, There Is A 

Problem! 

1. I Cor. 1:11-13 “For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, 

by those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. 12Now 

I say this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or ‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I 

am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’ 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified 

for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” 

 

2. Adopting the cultural practice of Corinth in which people claimed to be 

disciples or followers of popular thinkers like Plato and Aristotle, the 

Christians were claiming to be disciples of Paul, Apollos, Cephas [Peter; Jn. 

1:42], or Christ. 

 

3. Paul’s response: “What are you talking about? We are all disciples of 

Christ!” 

 

4. The real problem when brethren put preacher loyalty above loyalty to Christ 

-- “For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are 

you not carnal?” I Cor. 3:4 

 

5. Who are Apostles and preachers? 
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a. “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom 

you believed, as the Lord gave to each one?” I Cor. 3:5 

b. “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God.” I Cor. 4:1 

 

 

G. Jesus Cautions About Loyalty To False Teachers: 

1. Mt. 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” 

 

2. Mt. 23:15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel 

land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice 

as much a son of hell as yourselves.” 

 

3. Gal. 1:6-8 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called 

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which is not another; but 

there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 

than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.” 

 

4. I Jn. 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether 

they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #5)  Loyalty To An Idea. 

A. People Have Loyalty To All Kinds Of Unscriptural Ideas That They Will NOT 

Give Up! 

1. Calvinistic Theology: 

a. Every human is born in sin, a sinner! 

b. God elects who will be saved. 

c. Jesus only died for the elect. 

d. Instantaneous salvation by an operation of the Holy Spirit. 

e. Once saved, always saved. 

 

2. Belief in salvation by faith alone; strong opposition to baptism for salvation. 

 

3. People thinking they had a salvation experience: 

a. “I was drunk, fell in a ditch, and God saved me right there!” 

b. The sister here who suggested the topic for this sermon said, “A lady I 

used to work for told me she had an experience when she was a child 

and was sure that at that moment she was saved. She wouldn’t consider 

anything else.” 

 

4. Ecumenical beliefs -- anyone who has some belief about Jesus is saved. 
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5. There is only ONE Divine Being -- Some say, “God the Father.” Others say, 

“Only Jesus!” 

 

5. Mary is a Divine Being. 

 

6. The Immaculate Conception -- the idea that Mary was separated from sin at 

her conception so Jesus could supposedly be born without original sin. 

7. Latter day revelations. 

 

8. Man still lives by the Old Testament Law today. 

 

9. One church is as good as another. 

 

 

B. Many Will Not Consider That Their Beliefs Might Be Wrong. 

 

 

C. What God And Jesus Said: 

1. Avoid ANY teacher who leads you away from God’s Word, even if he 

claims to prophecy or to perform miracles! Dt. 13:1-5 “If there arises among 

you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 
2and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, 

saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’--which you have not known--‘and let us 

serve them,’ 3you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that 

dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether 

you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
4You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His 

commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast 

to Him. 5But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, 

because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house 

of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your God 

commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst.” 

 

2. Jesus describes the Judgment when some will argue that they must be right 

in His sign because they have had religious experiences or could perform 

miracles. Mt. 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven. 22Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?’ 23And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

 

3. Jn. 8:24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do 

not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 

 

4. Jn. 8:32 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
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IV. (Slide #6)  Loyalty To Your Own Faith. 

A. Example: Someone Is Taught A Belief; They Become Ill And Face Death; They 

Are Afraid To Study God’s Word And See What He Says Because They Fear 

They Would Not Be Loyal To Their Faith. Thus, They Die Holding On To 

Loyalty To Their Faith. 

 

 

B. Sadly People Will Not Be Judged By Their Faith. 

 

 

C. They Will Be Judged By The Words Of Christ! 

1. We will be judged by the authoritative Christ! 

a. He has “all authority!” Mt. 28:18 

b. Ac. 17:31 “because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the 

world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has 

given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 

 

2. Jn. 12:48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that 

which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last 

day.” 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #7)  Loyalty To The One Who Brought You To Christ! (The One Who 

Originally Taught You About God) 

A. How We Should ALL Appreciate The One Or Ones Who Cared Enough To 

Teach Us The Gospel! 

 

 

B. Those Who Teach Others Feel SUCH AN AFFINITY To Those They Teach! 

1. You hear Paul calling Timothy and Titus his “sons in the faith.” 

 

2. I Tim.1:2 “To Timothy, a true son in the faith:” 

 

3. Tit. 1:4 “To Titus, a true son in our common faith:” 

 

 

C. BUT: 

1. Our faith must be in Christ, not in ANY man! 

 

2. Men are human beings! 

 

3. Men are not perfect. 

 

4. Men can leave the faith! 

 

5. Some preachers leave the Truth! 
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D. Protect Your Faith In Christ! 

1. Gal. 2:20 “the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

 

2. II Tim. 1:12 “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not 

ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is 

able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.” 

 

3. May we always say with the Roman soldier who saw Jesus crucified and the 

miraculous events surround His Death: “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

Mt. 27:54 

 

4. May our confession ALWAYS be: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God.” Ac. 8:37 

 

 

 

(Slide #8)  Conclusion: 

A. A Reminder: When Loyalty Is Not Directed To Christ, It Will Not Take Us To 

Heaven! 

 

 

B. May We Live By The Motto: “To Christ Be Loyal And Be True!” 


