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DELIVERANCE CAN BRING 

DIFFICULTY! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Bondage -- A Terrifying And Repressive Circumstance! 

 

 

B. Deliverance -- A Encouraging And Emancipating Event! 

 

 

C. Text: I Corinthians 10:1-11 “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be 

unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2all 

were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3all ate the same spiritual 

food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual 

Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5But with most of them God 

was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 6Now 

these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil 

things as they also lusted. 7And do not become idolaters as were some of them. 

As it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.’ 
8Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day 

twenty-three thousand fell; 9nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 

tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 10nor complain, as some of them also 

complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11Now all these things 

happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon 

whom the ends of the ages have come.” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Israel As The Type -- Our Example. 

A. The Burden Of Bondage! 

1. The prelude to bondage: 

a. Joseph was sold into slavery at age 17. Gen. 37 

b. He was bought by Potiphar. Gen. 39 

c. When Joseph rejected Potiphar’s wife’s salacious advances, she lied by 

accusing him of sexual indiscretion, and Joseph was incarcerated. 

d. In prison, all the prisoners were under Joseph’s oversight; two of the 

prisoners, the Pharaoh’s butler and the Pharaoh’s baker had dreams. 

God gave Joseph the interpretation of those dreams -- in three days the 

butler would be returned to his work for the king; in three days the 
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baker will be hung. Joseph asked the butler to remember him when he 

was restored to his position; he forgot Joseph. Gen. 40 

e. Two years later Pharaoh had dreams that his wise men could not 

interpret; the butler remembered Joseph; he interpreted the dreams -- 

there will be 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine; you 

MUST PREPARE NOW! Gen. 41 

f. Pharaoh appointed Joseph, at age 30, to oversee this gigantic task that 

would save the nation of Egypt and the descendants of Abraham! Gen. 

41 

g. During the days of the famine, Jacob sent Joseph’s brothers minus 

Benjamin to buy grain in Egypt, Gen. 42; when that grain ran out all the 

brothers returned to Egypt to buy grain. At that time Joseph revealed 

himself to his brothers. They returned and brought all their family to 

Goshen in Egypt. Gen. 42-47 

h. Israel flourished; their animals multiplied! Jacob lived there 17 years 

until he died. Gen. 47 

i. Joseph lived until 110 years of age. Gen. 50 [He came to Egypt at age 

17; he lived there 93 years. He was 30 when he was placed over the 

gathering of grain; after the 7 years of bounty and the 7 years of famine, 

he was 44 years old. He lived there 66 years after the famine was over.] 

j. After Joseph’s death, the Israelites and their possessions continue to 

multiply! Ex. 1 

 

2. A Pharaoh came to power who did not know Joseph. Fearing the growing 

number of the Jews [He said “There are more of them than of us!”], and 

fearing that they might join and enemy nation, Pharaoh began to put the 

Israelites under taskmasters! The more the Egyptians tortured the Israelites, 

the more they grew! Ex. 1 

a. The Egyptians set taskmasters over the Israelites to afflict them with 

their burdens. Ex. 1:11 

b. Being unsuccessful, Pharaoh ordered that the Israelites be burdened 

with hard, rigorous bondage -- in making mortar, brick, and in service 

in the field. Ex. 1:14 

c. Pharaoh ordered the Hebrews midwives to kill all the male babies who 

were born. Ex. 1:15-21. When the midwives refused to obey, Pharaoh 

ordered the Israelites to drown all their male babies in the Nile River! 

Ex. 1:22 

d. Moses’ parents, Amram and Jochabed, refused to drown their baby; 

they hid him in a small ark in the bulrushes; Pharaoh’s daughter found 

the boy, had his mother to nurse him, and the raised him in the palace. 

Ex. 2. He fled to Midian [the very land where he would lead Israel 

during the wilderness wandering] for 40 years. 

e. While Moses was in Midian, Israel was crying to God for deliverance! 

Ex. 3:9 

f. God called Moses to lead His people out of bondage. Ex. 3,4 
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3. When Moses called upon Pharaoh to let Israel go, Pharaoh made the 

Israelites tasks harder -- they had to gather the straw to make bricks 

themselves; they had to make the same quota of bricks they made before 

they had to pick up the straw. Ex. 5 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  The Drama Of Deliverance! 

1. God gave Moses miraculous powers -- He could cast down his rod and it 

would become a serpent; then he would pick it up by its tail and it would 

become a rod again! Ex. 4:2-4 His hand would become leprous; then it 

would become pure! Ex. 4:6,7 

 

2. Before Pharaoh, Moses’ rod was turned into a serpent; his serpent ate the 

serpents of Pharaoh’s magicians. Ex. 7:8-12 

 

3. The 10 plagues came upon Egypt, devastating the land, and attacking god 

after god of the Egyptians! Ex. 7:15 - 14:31 

a. Water to blood. Ex. 7:15-25 

b. Frogs. Ex. 8:1-15 

c. Lice. Ex. 8:16-19 [The Egyptian magicians declared that this was THE 

HAND OF GOD! 19] 

d. Flies. Ex. 8:20-32 

e. Pestilence on the cattle. Ex. 9:1-7 [This plague did not affect the 

Israelites] 

f. Boils. Ex. 9:8-12 

g. Hail. Ex. 9:13-35 

h. Locusts. Ex. 10:1-20 

i. Darkness. Ex. 10:21-29 

j. Death of the firstborn animal and male child. Ex. 10:30-13:17 

 

4. As Moses led Israel toward the Red Sea, Pharaoh and his army speedily 

pursued and caught up with Israel. The Israelites were terrified, cried to the 

LORD, and accused Moses of bringing them out into the wilderness to die! 

Ex. 14:10-12 

 

5. Deliverance through the Red Sea! 

a. Moses told Israel, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of 

the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians 

whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.” Ex. 14:13 

b. God told Moses to “lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the 

sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 

through the midst of the sea.” Ex. 14:16 

c. The Angel of the LORD went behind Israel and the pillar of cloud 

separated Israel and the Egyptian army. Ex. 14:19 

d. Moses lifted up his rod and the Red Sea parted; Israel walked through 

on dry ground. Paul described this event as “Moreover, brethren, I do 

not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all 
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passed through the sea, 2all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and 

in the sea,” I Cor. 10:1,2 

1. They were surrounded by the waters of the Red Sea and the cloud 

above. 

2. What a supernatural deliverance! 

e. When the Egyptians pursued them into the seabed, the wheels came off 

their chariots. At daybreak, Moses lifted up his rod again, the walled-up 

waters of the sea immediately came crashing back together drowning 

Pharaoh and his army! Ex. 14:28 “Then the waters returned and 

covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that 

came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained.” 

 

6. Blessings after the deliverance: 

a. God provided for them! 

1. I Cor. 10:3,4 “all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the 

same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that 

followed them, and that Rock was Christ.” 

2. He supplies their needs. 

b. He provided food. 3 

1. They all ate the same spiritual food. 

2. Ex. 16:4-36 Manna in the morning (13,14) 

3. Quail in the evening -- Ex. 16:13; Nu. 11:31-35 

4. The quail and manna continued until Josh. 5:12. “Then the manna 

ceased on the day after they had eaten the produce of the land; and 

the children of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate the food of 

the land of Canaan that year.” 

c. He gave them drink. 4 

1. At Rephidim they cried out for water before they even came to Mt. 

Sinai! 

2. Ex. 17:5-7 

3. He also gave them water at Kadesh-Barnea. Nu. 20:1-13 

d. They all drank of the spiritual Rock -- Christ! They all anxiously longed 

for the Messiah and His salvation! 

e. These blessings were for ALL the people of Israel! 

1. 5 times “ALL” had these advantages! 1-4 

a. “All our fathers were under the cloud!” 1 

b. “All passed through the sea!” 1 

c. “All were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea!” 2 

d. “All ate the same spiritual food!” 3 

e. “All drank the same spiritual drink!” 4 

2. Paul’s point: ALL THE ISRAELITES were SO BLESSED by God; 

they had EVERY REASON to remain faithful to God! 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  The Difficulty After Deliverance! 

1. Hunger. Ex. 16 
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2. Thirst. Ex. 17 

 

3. Because life was not easy, they murmured! 

 

4. Discouraged by 10 faithless spies Nu. 13 

a. Here they are at Kadesh-Barnea, ready to go into Canaan. 

b. After 40 days the spies returned to give their report. 

1. Joshua and Caleb said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, 

for we are well able to overcome it.” Nu. 13:30 

2. The 10 faithless spies said, “WE CAN’T!” Nu. 13:31 

c. The people became discouraged; God declared the HE would cause all, 

with the exception of faithful Joshua and Caleb, over 20 years of age to 

die in the wilderness. 

d. They would wander for 40 years -- 1 year for each day the spies were in 

the land of Canaan spying on it! Nu. 14:34 

e. All died with the exception of Joshua and Caleb! Nu. 26:64,65; Dt. 

1:34-38 

 

5. They lusted after evil things! 6 

a. They longed for the flesh pots of Egypt. Ex. 16:3 

b. They complained that they had NO meat! Nu. 11:4-6 “Now the mixed 

multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the 

children of Israel also wept again and said: ‘Who will give us meat to 

eat? 5We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the 

cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now 

our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna 

before our eyes!’” 5 

c. They lusted for evil. Ps. 106:14 

d. They imitated the foreigners through whose land they traveled. 

 

6. They became idolaters -- golden calf! Ex. 32 

 

7. They committed fornication (“rose up to play”) in idolatrous worship with 

the women of Moab. I Cor. 10:7,8. They practiced harlotry with the people 

of Moab. 24,000 were killed! Nu. 25:1-9 

 

8. They tempted the Lord! I Cor. 10:9 When they complained again for water, 

God sent serpents among them; many died! Nu. 21:4-6 

 

9. They murmured. I Cor. 10:10 

a. This may refer to Nu. 16 and the murmuring of Korah and others 

against God and Moses. 

b. The result of their murmuring -- 14,700 died! Nu. 16:49 

c. Of course, they constantly murmured throughout their sojourn of 40 

years from the Red Sea to Canaan! 
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10. Sadly, ALL BUT Joshua and Caleb who were over 20 died in the 

wilderness, EVEN Moses! 

 

 

D. They Needed To Keep Their Eyes On God And On Canaan! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #5)  Christians -- The Antitype. 

A. Learn From Israel! 

1. “Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not 

lust after evil things as they also lusted.” I Cor. 10:6 

 

2. I Cor. 10:11 “Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they 

were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have 

come.” 

 

 

B. The Burden Of Bondage! 

1. Jn. 8:34 “Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin.’” 

 

2. Eph. 2:1-4 “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
2in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according 

to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience, 3among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 

lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  The Drama Of Deliverance! 

1. Eph. 1:18-20 “that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are 

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of His mighty power 20which He worked in Christ when He raised 

Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 

places,” 

 

2. Eph. 2:4-6 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,” 

 

3. Rom. 6:3-6 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we were buried with 

Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
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5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly 

we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6knowing this, that our 

old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 

with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 

 

4. I Cor. 7:23 “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.” 

 

5. Jn. 8:36 “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  The Difficulty After Deliverance! 

1. The JOY people feel in becoming a Christian! 

a. Ac. 8:39 the eunuch “went on his way rejoicing.” 

b. Oh the freedom, the forgiveness, the hope, and the joy of being saved! 

c. Sadly, difficulty can follow. 

 

2. You will be in a constant battle with Satan and temptation! 

 

3. Criticism or rejection by family or friends. 

a. Mt. 10:21 “Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father 

his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be 

put to death.” 

b. Mt. 10:35-37 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did 

not come to bring peace but a sword. 35For I have come to ‘set a man 

against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-

law against her mother-in-law’; 36and ‘a man's enemies will be those of 

his own household.’ 37He who loves father or mother more than Me is 

not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is 

not worthy of Me.” 

 

4. Life’s difficulties. 

a. It may be financial struggles. 

b. It may be sickness. 

c. It may be loss of loved ones. 

 

5. The tug to think like or act like the world. 

a. It is strong! 

b. Christians are to be unique -- in love with Christ and holiness. 

c. I Jn. 2:15 “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 

 

6. Persecution. 

a. II Tim. 3:12-15 “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 

will suffer persecution. 13But evil men and impostors will grow worse 

and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14But you must continue in 

the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from 

whom you have learned them, 15and that from childhood you have 
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known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

b. I Pet. 4:16 “Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 

ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.” 

c. I Jn. 3:13 “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #8)  Keep Your Eyes On Christ And Heaven! 

1. Heb. 12:1,2 “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 

ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

2. When persecuted: “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 

reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.” Mt. 5:12 

 

3. Relish Jesus’ promise: Jn. 12:26 “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; 

and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My 

Father will honor.” 

 

4. Know what lies in your future if you stay faithful through whatever you 

face! II Cor. 5:1 “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens.” 

 

5. Know the eternal nature of your home! Heb. 12:28 “Therefore, since we are 

receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which 

we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. ALL Israel Escaped Bondage; FEW Entered Canaan! 

 

 

B. Will You Be One Who Allows Difficulty To Weigh You Down? Will You 

Allow Difficulty To Wear You Out? Or Will You Be An Overcomer Like 

Joshua And Caleb? 

 

 

C. Will You Be A Christian Who Overcomes And Enters Heaven? 


