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CORRUPTION THAT MUST BE 

AVOIDED; CORRUPTION THAT 

CANNOT BE AVOIDED! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. “Corrupt” And “Corruption” Are VERY Negative Words. 

 

 

B. Tonight -- One Kind Of Corruption That MUST Be Avoided; One Kind Of 

Corruption That CANNOT Be Avoided! 

1. Corrupt -- unwholesome 

 

2. Corruptible -- carnal; fleshly 

 

 

C. We Live In A Corrupt World Today -- Nations Are Corrupt; Many Leaders Are 

Corrupt; Individuals Are Corrupt! 

 

 

D. How Would God Have Us To Live In A Corrupt World? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Corruption That MUST Be Avoided! 

A. (►)  It Brought About The Destruction Of The World In The Flood! 

1. Gen. 6:11,12 “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was 

filled with violence. 12So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was 

corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.” 

 

2. The word means “spoiled;” “rotted;” “perverted.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Because Of Becoming Utterly Corrupt, Israel Would Turn Away From 

God’s Will. 

1. Dt. 31:29 “For I know that after my death you will become utterly corrupt, 

and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will 

befall you in the latter days, because you will do evil in the sight of the 

LORD, to provoke Him to anger through the work of your hands.” 

 

2. Thus, evil would befall them; they would provoke Him to anger. 
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C. (►)  Eli’s Sons Were Belial (Worthless, Unprofitable, Wicked). 

1. I Sa. 2:12 “Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the 

LORD.” 

 

2. These men had no respect for God’s requirements or for morality. 

a. They perverted the priestly portion of a sacrifice -- they took more that 

God allowed them to have. 2:13-17 

b. They committed fornication with women who came to the Temple to 

worship. 2:22 

 

3. They did not really know God! 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Atheists, Deniers Of God, Are Corrupt! 

1. Ps. 14:1,3 “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are 

corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who does 

good……3They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; 

There is none who does good, No, not one.” 

a. Verse 1 -- they are “spoiled;” “rotted;” “perverted.” 

b. Verse 3 -- morally sour or corrupted; putrid. 

 

2. Ps. 53:1,3 “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are 

corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity; There is none who does 

good…..3Every one of them has turned aside; They have together become 

corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.” 

a. Verse 1 -- they are “spoiled;” “rotted;” “perverted.” 

b. Verse 3 -- morally sour or corrupted; putrid. 

 

 

E. (►)  Judah Had Become More Corrupt Than Israel Who Was Taken Into 

Captivity. 

1. Ezek. 23:11 Ezekiel described Israel as “Oholah” and compares it to Judah 

that he describes as “Oholibah.” “Now although her sister Oholibah saw 

this, she became more corrupt in her lust than she, and in her harlotry more 

corrupt than her sister’s harlotry.” 

 

2. Judah and Jerusalem had become more of a harlot against God than Israel 

and Samaria had been. 

 

 

F. (►)  Those Who Repent Of Sin And Commit Themselves To Christ Are 

Supposed To Have Left Corruption! 

1. II Pet. 1:4 “by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  

a. They have left the life of destruction. 

b. They are not living like God! 
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2. Christians have left a life of destruction and come to a life of serving God! 

 

 

G. (Slide #4)  Christians Who Do Not LOVE THE TRUTH And Are Not LOYAL 

TO IT Are Corrupt! 

1. One who is not loyal to Truth is described: “he is proud, knowing nothing, 

but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come 

envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5useless wranglings of men of corrupt 

minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of 

gain. From such withdraw yourself.” I Tim. 6:4,5 He has a thoroughly rotten 

mind! 

 

2. II Tim. 3:8 “Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also 

resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith;” 

Their minds were entirely spoiled! 

 

3. False teachers can lead Christians right away from God and Truth and into 

corrupt living! II Pet. 2:12-22 “But these, like natural brute beasts made to 

be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, 

and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13and will receive the 

wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the 

daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions 

while they feast with you, 14having eyes full of adultery and that cannot 

cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in 

covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15They have forsaken the 

right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, 

who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16but he was rebuked for his 

iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the 

madness of the prophet. 17These are wells without water, clouds carried by a 

tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 18For when 

they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts 

of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from 

those who live in error. 19While they promise them liberty, they themselves 

are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he 

is brought into bondage.” 

 

 

H. (►)  Corrupt Living: 

1. Fulfills The Lusts Of The Flesh. 

a.. Gal. 6:7,8 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 

sows, that he will also reap. 8For he who sows to his flesh will of the 

flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit 

reap everlasting life.” 

b. They reap the destruction of Hell! 
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2. (►)  Is Lived By Christians Who Return To Their Former Lifestyle. 

a. Eph. 4:22 “that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old 

man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,” 

b. Christians are not to return to that former life! 

 

3. (►)  Is Seen In One’s Speech! 

a. Eph. 4:29 “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is 

good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.” 

b. The word here means “putrid;” “rotten.” 

 

4. (►)  Will Remove A Christian From God’s Grace! 

a. II Pet. 2:20-22 “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the 

world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they 

are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for 

them than the beginning. 21For it would have been better for them not to 

have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 

from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22But it has happened 

to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own vomit,’ 

and, ‘a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.’” 

b. Christians need to be cautiously alert and protect themselves from 

being re-entangled in a life of sin and being overcome in corruption! 

 

 

I. (Slide #5)  How Do Christians Overcome Corruption? 

1. Eph. 4:23,24 “and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and that you put 

on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness 

and holiness.” 

 

2. II Pet. 1:4 “you may be partakers of the divine nature, 

 

3. Focus upon holiness so you never return to corruption! Heb. 12:14-17 

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see 

the Lord: 15looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest 

any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become 

defiled; 16lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for 

one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17For you know that afterward, when 

he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for 

repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.” 
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II. (Slide #6)  Corruption That CANNOT Be Avoided! 

A. (Slide #7)  Since Adam And Eve Sinned, They Lost Access To The Tree Of 

Life; Therefore Physical Death Became A Consequence Upon The Whole 

Human Race. Gen. 3:22-24 

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  We Face Physical Decline And Death! 

1. Romans 8 talks about this world aging, Christians suffering and aging, and 

death being our lot in this physical life. 

 

2. Pain, suffering, and approaching death can be SO discouraging! 

 

 

C. (►)  Jesus Did Not Face Corruption! 

1. Ps. 16:10 “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow 

Your Holy One to see corruption.” He would die; His bod would not 

decay. 

 

2. Peter later quoted Ps. 16:10 to declare that Jesus IS the Resurrected Son of 

God! 

a. He quoted the prophecy: “For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor 

will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.” Ac. 2:27 

b. He then made the application: “Ac. 2:31,32 “he, foreseeing this, spoke 

concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in 

Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God has raised 

up, of which we are all witnesses.” 

 

3. At the Jewish synagogue in Antioch of Pisidia, Paul on the First Missionary 

Journey declared that Jesus IS the Messiah and that He was raised from the 

dead! 

a. Ac. 13:34-37 “And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return 

to corruption, He has spoken thus: ‘I will give you the sure mercies of 

David.’ 35Therefore He also says in another Psalm: ‘You will not allow 

Your Holy One to see corruption.’ 36‘For David, after he had served his 

own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his 

fathers, and saw corruption; 37but He whom God raised up saw no 

corruption.” 

b. David died; his body decayed; Jesus’ Body did not decay; He was 

raised on the third day; His Body was raised an immortal body never to 

face corruption! 
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D. (►)  There Is Coming A Time When We Will No Longer Be In Bondage To 

That Corruption. 

1. (►)  Now our bodies age, become ill, suffer, age, and die. 

 

2. There is a future time when man’s body will be delivered from corruption: 

Rom. 8:21 “because the creation itself also will be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.” 

 

3. When Christ returns on the Last Day, our bodies will be raised to be like His 

Body -- immortal, incorruptible, and eternal! 

a. I Cor. 15:42 “So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown 

in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.”  

b. I Cor. 15:50-53 “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 

inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed--52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, 

and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 

1. Now our body is mortal (susceptible to physical death). 

2. The resurrection body will be immortal -- eternal! 

3. Now our physical body faces death; when our body is resurrected 

and changed into the eternal body, it will not face death; however, 

it CAN feel and endure indescribable pain (in Hell). 

 

4. We cannot avoid corruption of our body as we age; however, we have hope 

of wonderful blessing! 

a. I Jn. 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 

revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

b. And if we are with Him in Heaven: “And God will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 

crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 

away.” Rev. 21:4 

 

5. (►)  Therefore, live a life that is above the corruption of sin! You cannot 

avoid the corruption of the body as you age, suffer, and die. However, you 

can go into eternity as a faithful child of God to live eternally “In A Land 

Where We’ll NEVER Grow Old!” 


