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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE ASSYRIAN CONQUEST OF THE 

NORTHERN KINGDOM, ISRAEL IN 

721 B.C.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Study, We Saw The Fall Of Ahab And Jezebel As Jehu Killed All 

The Family Of Ahab. This Was During The Days Of The Prophet Elisha. 

 

 

B. Tonight -- One Of The Amazing Events Of The Bible -- The Nation Of Israel, 

Made Up Of The 10 Tribes, Is Taken Into Captivity By Assyria. 

 

 

C. Israel, The Northern Nation That Consisted Of The 10 Tribes, Came Into 

Existence About 975 B.C. When Jeroboam Led A Revolt Against Rehoboam, 

Solomon’s Son. 

 

 

D. Tonight We See This Nation Go Into Assyrian Captivity About 721 B.C. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Kings Of Israel After Jehu Overthrew Ahab. 

A. (►)  Jehu. II Ki. 9:1-10:36 

1. Remember how he violently killed Jehoram of Israel and Ahaziah of Judah 

who had come to visit Jehoram. 

 

2. When Jehu approached Jezreel where Jehoram was ill, a watchman in the 

Tower of Jezreel saw a man approaching and described him like this: “the 

driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives 

furiously!” II Ki. 9:20 

 

3. He killed all the descendants of Ahab. II Ki. 9,10 

 

4. He killed all the prophets of Baal in Samaria. II Ki. 10:18-28 

 

5. This led to Athaliah seizing the throne of Judah; Jehu became the king of 

Israel. 

 

6. Unfortunately he DID NOT reject the ways of Jeroboam. II Ki. 10:29-31 
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7. God promised that Jehu would have descendants to four generations who 

would reign on the throne of Israel. II Ki. 10:30 {See Zechariah below.] 

 

8. Thus, God allowed the Syrians to begin to take parts of Israel’s land during 

his reign -- the land east of the Jordan and the lands of Gad, Reuben, and 

Manasseh. II Ki. 10:32-33 

 

9. After 28 years of reign, he died and was buried in Samaria. II Ki. 10:35,36 

 

 

B. (►)  Jehoahaz. II Ki. 13:1-9 

1. This son of Jehu reigned after his father’s death. II Ki. 13:1 

 

2. He also followed the ways of wicked Jeroboam. II Ki. 13:2 

 

3. God delivered Jehoahaz into the hand of Hazael, the king of Syria and to his 

son Ben-Hadad during their reigns. II Ki. 13:3 

 

4. When Jehoahaz pled with God, God provided a deliverer to deliver them 

from the Syrians. II Ki. 13:4,5 [Although this deliverer is not identified, it 

may be the Assyrians, who attacked Syria; thus Jehoahaz received relief 

from the Syrian oppression.] 

 

5. Sadly, they still did not depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam; they 

continued to serve the wooden image in Samaria. II Ki. 13:6 

 

6. Because the king of Syria slaughtered the army of Israel, Jehoahaz was left 

with an army of only 50 horsemen, 10 chariots, and 10,000 foot soldiers. II 

Ki. 13:7 

 

7. Jehoahaz reigned in Samaria for 17 years. He was buried in Samaria. II Ki. 

13:10 

 

 

C. (►)  Jehoash. II Ki. 13:10-25; 14:8-16; II Chr. 25:17-24 

1. He succeeded his father Jehoahaz. II Ki. 13:10 

 

2. Like his father, he walked in the ways of Jeroboam. II Ki. 13:11 

 

3. During his reign he fought with Amaziah the king of Judah and captured 

him. He broke down 600’ of the wall of Jerusalem, took all of the gold and 

silver and articles that were in the Temple and in the King’s House and 

returned to Samaria. II Ki. 14:13,14; II Chr. 25:17-24 

 

4. Elisha was SO frustrated with Jehoash because he gave him an opportunity 

to have complete victory over Syria if he had hit the ground numerous times 

with some arrows; however, because he hit the ground only three times, 
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Elisha told him he would only have three victories over Syria. During his 

reign, he had three victories over Ben-Hadad and took back the land that 

Syria had taken from his father. II Ki. 13:22-25 

 

4. After 16 years of reigning, he died and was buried in Samaria; his son 

Jeroboam reigned in his stead. II Ki. 13:10,13; 14:16 

 

5. Elisha died during his reign. II Ki. 13:20,21 

 

 

D. (►)  Jeroboam II. II Ki. 14:23-29 

1. He began to reign in the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, king of 

Judah. II Ki. 14:23 

 

2. Like the kings before him, he did not depart from the ways of Jeroboam. II 

Ki. 14:24 

 

3. He saved Israel from going into extinction; he captured Damascus and 

recaptured the land from Hamath to the Dead Sea. II Ki. 14:25,26 

 

4. He reigned 41 years in Samaria; he reigned longer than any other king of 

Israel did. II Ki. 14:13 

 

5. During his reign three prophets of God arose -- Jonah, Micah, and Hosea. 

 

6. When he died, he was buried with the other kings of Israel; his son, 

Zechariah reigned after him. II Ki. 14:29 

 

 

E. (►)  Zechariah. II Ki. 15:8-12 

1. This son of Jeroboam came into power in the 38th year of Azariah, king of 

Judah. II Ki. 15:8 

 

2. He reigned for 6 months in Samaria. II Ki. 15:8 

 

3. Like the kings before him, he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not 

depart from the ways of Jeroboam. II Ki. 15:9 

 

4. Shallum conspired against him and killed him right before the people of 

Israel! II Ki. 15:10 

 

5. He was the last of Jehu’s sons to reign; thus, God’s prophecy that his sons 

would sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation was fulfilled. II Ki. 

15:12 
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F. (►)  Shallum. II Ki. 15:10, 13-15 

1. He killed Zechariah and took over the throne of Israel. II Ki. 15:10 

 

2. He came to the throne in the 39th year of Uzziah, king of Judah. II Ki. 15:13 

 

3. He reigned one month; Menahem killed him and seized the throne of Israel. 

II Ki. 15:14 

 

 

G. (►)  Menahem. II Ki. 15:14,16-22 

1. Menahem was a vile man! 

 

2. He attacked Tiphsah (a town on the eastern part of Solomon’s territory), 

when they did not surrender, he attacked the city. He ripped open pregnant 

women in that city! II Ki. 15:16 

 

3. He killed Shallum; he reigned in Samaria for 10 years. II Ki. 15:17 

 

4. He followed Jeroboam’s wicked ways. II Ki. 15:18 

 

5. During his reign Pul, the king of Assyria attacked; Menahem gave him 

1,000 talents of silver to appease Pul and to strengthen his own hold over 

Israel. He taxed wealthy citizens to pay Pul. This persuaded Paul to return to 

Assyria. II Ki. 15:19,20 

 

6. Menahem died; his son Pekahiah reigned after his death. II Ki. 15:22 

 

 

H. (►)  Pekahiah. II Ki. 15:23-26 

1. He assumed power after his father died. II Ki. 15:22 

 

2. He reigned in Samaria for two years. II Ki. 15:23 

 

3. Like his father, he followed Jeroboam’s wicked ways. II Ki. 15:24 

 

4. One of his officers, Pekah conspired against him and killed him in the 

King’s House. II Ki. 15:25 

 

 

I. (►)  Pekah. II Ki. 15:25,27-31;16:5 

1. He conspired and killed Pekahiah. II Ki. 15:25 

 

2. He reigned for twenty years. II Ki. 15:27 

 

3. Like the kings before him, he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam. II 

Ki. 15:28 
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4. He made an alliance with Rezin, the king of Syria and attacked Ahaz, the 

king of Judah but could not overthrow him. II Ki. 16:5 

 

5. During his reign, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria captured all of the land of 

Naphtali (the northern most part of Israel); he carried the people to Assyria. 

II Ki. 15:29 

 

6. Hoshea conspired against Pekah and killed him. II Ki. 15:30 

 

 

J. (►)  Hoshea. II Ki. 15:30; 17:1-6; 18:9,10 

1. He conspired against Pekah and killed him; thus, he assumed the throne of 

Israel. II Ki. 15:30 

 

2. He reigned nine years in Samaria. II Ki. 17:1 

 

3. He too was an evil king. II Ki. 17:2 

 

4. Shalmaneser, king of Assyria attacked; Hoshea became his vassal, and paid 

tribute to the Assyrians. II Ki. 17:3 

 

5. When Shalmaneser found out that Hoshea was conspiring against him by 

trying to form an alliance with So, king of Egypt. Too, Hosea stopped 

paying tribute to Shalmaneser. II Ki. 17:4 

 

6. Therefore Shalmaneser threw Hoshea in prison. II Ki. 17:4 

 

7. Then Shalmaneser besieged Samaria for three years and in 721 B.C.; he 

carried the people into Assyrian captivity. II Ki. 17:5,6 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  Observations About These Last Ten Kings Of Israel. 

A. (►)  Every One Of Them Continued In Evil; Hoshea Is The ONLY One That 

The Saying “He Did Not Depart From The Evil Ways Of Jeroboam” Is Not 

Affirmed. 

 

 

B. (►)  From Jehu To Hoshea, The Kings Of Israel Began To Lose Parts Of Their 

Kingdom To Syria And Later To Assyria. 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  Despicable Evil Was Rampant! Five Of Them Were Murderers, Four 

Conspired To Overthrow The King And Assumed Power, And Menahem 

Ripped Open Pregnant Women. 
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D. (►)  Two Reigned Less Than A Year -- One Six Months, And Another One 

Month! 

 

 

E. (Slide #5)  Two Of These Kings Made An Impact That Kept The Nation From 

Being Destroyed Earlier -- Jehu And Jeroboam II. 

 

 

F. (►)  Israel Was On A Downhill Slide To Destruction That Was Inevitable! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #6)  Why Did Israel Fall To Assyria? 

A. (Slide #7)  It Was Doomed From The Start! 

1. They NEVER turned to God and Him alone! 

 

2. God was NEVER THE FOCUS of their hearts! 

 

3. It has always been true: “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach 

to any people.” Pr. 14:34 

 

 

B. (►)  EVERY KING Followed The Ways Of Their First King Jeroboam! 

1. They were on a trek of rebellion against God. 

 

2. They loved their own ways more than God’s ways! 

 

3. They loved idolatry more than God! 

 

 

C. (►)  Chaos And Mayhem Reigned In The Last Kings As This Nation Headed 

Toward Doom. 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  They WOULD NOT LISTEN To God’s Prophets -- Men Like Amos 

And Hosea! 

 

 

E. (►)  Hear Why They Fell In God’s Own Words! 

1. II Ki. 17:7-41 “For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against 

the LORD their God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 

from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had feared other 

gods, 8and had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the LORD had 

cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which 

they had made. 9Also the children of Israel secretly did against the LORD 

their God things that were not right, and they built for themselves high 

places in all their cities, from watchtower to fortified city. 10They set up for 
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themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on every high hill and under 

every green tree. 11There they burned incense on all the high places, like the 

nations whom the LORD had carried away before them; and they did 

wicked things to provoke the LORD to anger, 12for they served idols, of 

which the LORD had said to them, ‘You shall not do this thing.’ 13Yet the 

LORD testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets, 

every seer, saying, ‘Turn from your evil ways, and keep My commandments 

and My statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, 

and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.’ 14Nevertheless they 

would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who 

did not believe in the LORD their God. 15And they rejected His statutes and 

His covenant that He had made with their fathers, and His testimonies 

which He had testified against them; they followed idols, became idolaters, 

and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the 

LORD had charged them that they should not do like them. 16So they left all 

the commandments of the LORD their God, made for themselves a molded 

image and two calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of 

heaven, and served Baal. 17And they caused their sons and daughters to pass 

through the fire, practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves 

to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. 18Therefore 

the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His sight; 

there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone. 19Also Judah did not keep 

the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the statutes of 

Israel which they made. 20And the LORD rejected all the descendants of 

Israel, afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until 

He had cast them from His sight. 21For He tore Israel from the house of 

David, and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam 

drove Israel from following the LORD, and made them commit a great sin. 
22For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; 

they did not depart from them, 23until the LORD removed Israel out of His 

sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried 

away from their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day. 24Then the king of 

Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from 

Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children 

of Israel; and they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities. 25And 

it was so, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not fear the 

LORD; therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of 

them. 26So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, ‘The nations whom 

you have removed and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the 

rituals of the God of the land; therefore He has sent lions among them, and 

indeed, they are killing them because they do not know the rituals of the 

God of the land.’ 27Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, ‘Send 

there one of the priests whom you brought from there; let him go and dwell 

there, and let him teach them the rituals of the God of the land.’ 28Then one 

of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in 

Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD. 29However every 

nation continued to make gods of its own, and put them in the shrines on the 



 8 

high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities where 

they dwelt. 30The men of Babylon made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth 

made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31and the Avites made 

Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in fire to 

Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 32So they feared 

the LORD, and from every class they appointed for themselves priests of the 

high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. 33They 

feared the LORD, yet served their own gods--according to the rituals of the 

nations from among whom they were carried away. 34To this day they 

continue practicing the former rituals; they do not fear the LORD, nor do 

they follow their statutes or their ordinances, or the law and commandment 

which the LORD had commanded the children of Jacob, whom He named 

Israel, 35with whom the LORD had made a covenant and charged them, 

saying: ‘You shall not fear other gods, nor bow down to them nor serve 

them nor sacrifice to them; 36but the LORD, who brought you up from the 

land of Egypt with great power and an outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, 

Him you shall worship, and to Him you shall offer sacrifice. 37And the 

statutes, the ordinances, the law, and the commandment which He wrote for 

you, you shall be careful to observe forever; you shall not fear other gods. 
38And the covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget, nor shall 

you fear other gods. 39But the LORD your God you shall fear; and He will 

deliver you from the hand of all your enemies.’ 40However they did not 

obey, but they followed their former rituals. 41So these nations feared the 

LORD, yet served their carved images; also their children and their 

children’s children have continued doing as their fathers did, even to this 

day.” 

 

2. II Ki. 18:9-12 “Now it came to pass in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which 

was the seventh year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that Shalmaneser 

king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it. 10And at the end of 

three years they took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is, the ninth year of 

Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11Then the king of Assyria carried 

Israel away captive to Assyria, and put them in Halah and by the Habor, the 

River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 12because they did not obey the 

voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed His covenant and all that Moses 

the servant of the LORD had commanded; and they would neither hear nor do 

them.” 
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Conclusion: 

A. Yes, Loving God And Being Obedient Brings God’s AMAZING Blessings! 

 

 

B. Disobedience Brings Punishment! 

 

 

C. This Is True For Nations And Individuals! 

1. “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.” Pr. 

14:34 

 

2. Similarly, righteousness exalts an individual, but sin is a reproach to any 

individual. 

 

3. Are You An Obedient Child Of God? Are You A Rebellious And 

Disobedient Person? 

 

4. God Will Bless The Obedient! He Will Punish The Sinful Today Just As He 

Did Israel In The Past! 


