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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE DELIVERANCE OF 

JERUSALEM FROM THE 

ASSYRIANS.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  MAP: Here Is A Map Of The World During The Days Of Judah. (►)  

In Our Last Study We Saw The Fall Of Israel To The Assyrians. 

 

 

B. Assyria And Egypt Were Great Powers; Syria Was Trying To Flex Its Muscles 

As Well. 

1. (►)  Syria: 

a. God allowed the Syrians to take part of the northern lands from Jehu. II 

Ki. 10:32-33 

b. Syrian kings, Hazael and his son Ben-Hadad, oppressed Jehoahaz, the 

son of Jehu. II Ki. 13:3. They decimated the army of Israel. II Ki. 13:7 

When Jehoahaz pled to God, He provided a deliverer [this may have 

been the Assyrians who attacked Syria; thus, Syria had to defend itself 

instead of attacking Israel]. II Ki. 13:4,5 

c. Elisha was frustrated with Jehoash because he only beat the ground 

with the arrows three times; Elisha said if he had done it six times, God 

would have delivered Syria completely into his hands. II Ki. 13:22-25 

d. Jeroboam II captured Damascus, the capital of Syria. II Ki. 14:25,26 

e. Pekah made an alliance with Rezin, the king of Syria and attacked 

Ahaz, the king of Judah but could not overthrow him. II Ki. 16:5 

 

2. (►)  Assyria: 

a. It seems they attacked Syria in the days of Jehoahaz [see above]. II Ki. 

13:4,5 

b. In the days of Menahem, Assyria attacked; Menahem was not overcome 

because he paid tribute to Pul, the King of Assyria. II Ki. 14:25,26 

c. During the days of Pekah, Assyria under Tiglath-pileser III captured the 

northern parts of Israel and carried the people into captivity. II Ki. 

15:29 

d. Hoshea became a vassal of Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, and paid 

tribute to him. II Ki. 17:3. When Hosea refused to pay the tribute for a 

year and formed an alliance with So, king of Eygpt, Shalmaneser threw 

Hoshea in prison. II Ki. 17:4. Shalmaneser besieged Samaria for three 

years and in 721 B.C.; he carried the people into Assyrian captivity. II 

Ki. 17:5,6 
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e. Assyria captured Israel; took the Israelites into captivity and repatriated 

foreigners to Israel. II Ki. 17,18 [This was the 9th year of Hezekiah, 

king of Judah. II Ki. 18:10] 

 

3. (►)  Egypt: 

a. From the fifth year of Rehoboam, the Egyptians had attacked Judah. I 

Ki. 14:25; II Chr. 12:2-9 

b. The last king of Israel, Hoshea, made alliances with Egypt in an attempt 

to overthrow Assyria. 

c. Throughout the existence of Judah, you see Judah trying to survive; you 

see Assyria attack; Judah tries to make alliances with Egypt; and you 

see struggles between Assyria and Egypt and sometimes they make 

alliances with each other! 

 

 

C. In The Days Of Pekah, King Of Israel, Ahaz Became The King Of Judah. II Ki. 

16:1,2; II Chr. 28 

1. Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem and 

besieged Ahaz but could not overcome him. II Ki. 16:5. 

 

2. Ahaz reached out to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria for help to defeat Syria 

and Israel; he became a servant of Assyria; he gave Egypt the silver and 

gold from the Temple and from the King’s house and gave them to Assyria. 

II Ki. 16:7-8 

 

3. Assyria attacked Syria and carried the Syrians into Captivity. II Ki. 16:9 

[Ahaz went to meet Tiglath-Pileser in Damascus, saw an altar there, and 

returned and had one built in Jerusalem! 2 Kings 16:10-18 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Assyria Sets Its Eyes On Judah! Text: (►)  II Kings 18,19 

A. (►)  Shalmaneser Carried Israel Into Assyrian Captivity In 721 B.C.; (►)  A 

New King Of Assyria, Sennacherib, Attacked Judah In 701 B.C. And Took The 

Fortified Cites Of Judah. (Slide #4)  Hezekiah, The King Of Judah Paid Tribute 

To Sennacherib And Gave Him Silver And Gold. II Ki. 18:13-17 

 

 

B. (►)  However, Sennacherib Sent A Great Army Against Jerusalem In An 

Attempt To Force Hezekiah To Completely Surrender To Him. II Ki. 18:17 

1. “Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rabshakeh 

from Lachish, with a great army against Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah. And 

they went up and came to Jerusalem. When they had come up, they went 

and stood by the aqueduct from the upper pool, which was on the highway 

to the Fuller's Field.” 

 

2. Some suggest that these are the names of the men. 
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3. Others suggest that they identify roles. The NIV says, “his supreme 

commander, his chief officer and his field commander.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #5)  One Of The Assyrian Leaders, Rabshakeh [He May Have Been The 

Field Commander], Ridiculed Hezekiah And Told His Advisors, Eliakim, 

Shebna, and Joah, That They Should Not Trust Hezekiah, Egypt, Or God! He 

Declared That The Gods Of Lands That They Have Conquered Could Not 

Protect Them; God Cannot Protect Judah! II Ki. 18:18-37 [Rabshakeh may have 

been a man’s name; it may also have been a title.] 

1. (►)  His message to Hezekiah’s advisors: 19,20 

a. “Then the Rabshakeh said to them, ‘Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says 

the great king, the king of Assyria: ‘What confidence is this in which 

you trust? 20You speak of having plans and power for war; but they are 

mere words. And in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me?’’’” 

b. “You have NO power; no one in whom you trust will deliver you!” 

 

2. (►)  He described Egypt as the staff of a broken reed. 21,24 

a. “Now look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on 

which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is 

Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him.” 21 

b. His message -- trusting Egypt will do you NO GOOD! In fact, Pharaoh 

will pierce you! 

c. “How then will you repel one captain of the least of my master's 

servants, and put your trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen?” 24 

 

3. (►)  He told them NOT to trust God! 22,25 

a. “But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the LORD our God,’ is it not He 

whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said 

to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar in 

Jerusalem’?’” 

b. He mocked Hezekiah for removing the high places and altars; his point, 

“God is not going to protect you!” 

c. In fact, he CLAIMED that the LORD sent them against Judah! 25 

1. “Have I now come up without the LORD against this place to 

destroy it? The LORD said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and 

destroy it.’” 

2. He sent us here to destroy your land! 

 

4. (►)  He told them to trust Assyria and they would protect Judah! 23 

a. “Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master the king of 

Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses--if you are able on 

your part to put riders on them!” 

b. His message: reliance upon anyone else will bring you to destruction! 

Rely upon Assyria; we will deliver you! 
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D. (Slide #6)  Hezekiah Went To The Temple And In Agonizing Remorse And 

Fear, He Appealed For God’s Help! II Ki. 19:1 

 

 

E. (►)  Then He Sent Eliakim, Shebna, And The Elders Of The Priests To Talk To 

Isaiah, God’s Prophet. II Ki. 19:2 

1. They told Isaiah of Rabshakeh’s ridicule and blasphemy of God. They Pled 

For Isaiah To Pray That God Would Spare The Remnant That Was Left. II 

Ki. 19:3-5 

 

2. (►)  Isaiah’s Message: “Tell Hezekiah that he should not fear Assyria; God 

will send a spirit of concern and fear upon Sennacherib; he will hear a 

rumor of attack upon him; he will fall by the sword in his own land! II Ki. 

19:6,7 

 

3. (Slide #7)  When Rabshakeh returned to Assyria, there was a report that the 

King of Ethiopia was going to attack Assyria. II Ki. 19:8,9 

 

4. (►)  Rabshakeh sent messengers with a letter to Hezekiah again warning 

him not to trust in God; the gods of other nations failed, Judah’s God will 

also fail against Judah! II Ki. 19:10-13 

 

5. (►)  Hezekiah took the letter, read it, laid it before God at the Temple. II 

Ki. 19:14-19 

a. He acknowledge God as the ONLY God! 15 

b. He knows that God dwells among the cherubim at the Ark of the 

Covenant. 15 

c. He pleads for God to hear the words of Sennacherib who has destroyed 

many nations and destroyed their gods. 16-18 

d. He pled for God to save Judah from the hand of Sennacherib! 19 

 

 

F. (Slide #8)  Isaiah’s Message From God! II Ki. 19:20-34 

1. (►)  Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib, I have heard your 

prayer! 20 

 

2. God’s Message to Sennacherib: II Ki. 19:21-34 

a. When you have mocked Judah and Jerusalem, you have spoken against 

the Holy One of Israel! 21,22 

b. Your messengers have reproached Me claiming that you will destroy 

this land. 23,24 

c. I formed this nation and carved it out of other nations; sadly the people 

are weak; I used you to punish them; however, because of your rage 

against ME, I will put My hook in your nose And My bridle in your 

lips, And I will turn you back By the way which you came. 25-28 

d. The first year the survivors of Judah will eat from what springs up from 

the ground voluntarily; the next year they will eat of what springs up 
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from what was already in the ground; the third year they will plant 

crops and vineyards and eat the produce from them! 29 

e. The remnant of Judah will survive and grow! 30,31 

f. You will NOT come into this city, you will not shoot an arrow in it, you 

will not come in it with a shield, and you will not build a siege mound 

against it! 32 

g. You will return the way you came; you will not enter this city! 33 

h. Why will these things happen? I will defend this city and I will save it 

for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake! 34 

 

 

G. (►)  Events THAT NIGHT! 35 

1. God sent an angel into the camp of the Assyrians. 

 

2. 185,000 Assyrians were killed that night! 

 

 

H. (Slide #9)  Following Results: 36,37 

1. Sennacherib, like a dog with his tail between his legs, returned to Nineveh, a 

beaten man! 36 

 

2. In Niveneh as he worshiped in the temple of Nisroch, his god, his sons 

Adrammelech and Sharezer slew him with a sword! 37 

a. They fled to the land of Ararat. 

b. Esarhaddon, Sennacherib’s son, reigned over Assyria then. 

 

3. Remember That These Events occurred about 701 B.C. [The nation of 

Judah survived this threat and seeming destruction by the Assyrians! Judah 

was not overthrown by Assyria; the Babylonians overthrew Assyria; then 

then attacked Judah for years beginning in 606 B.C. (95 years after the 

events of II Ki. 18,19) and 115 years before Babylon finally overthrew them 

Judah and Jerusalem in 586 B.C.] 

 

 

I. (►)  Because Of Manasseh’s Sin, God Brought The Assyrians Upon Him In 

About 670 B.C., They Took Him With Hooks, Bound Him With Bronze Fetters, 

And Carried Him Off To Babylon. When He Repented, God Returned Him To 

Judah. II Chr. 33:11-13 

 

 

J. (►)  In The Days Of Josiah, Pharaoh Made An Alliance With The King Of 

Assyria; Josiah Attacked Them; He Was Killed And Buried In Jerusalem In 609 

B.C. II Ki. 23:29 
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II. (Slide #10)  Thoughts: 

A. (►)  Godless Men Are Often SO FULL Of Themselves! 

1. Sennacherib and his men were SO SURE that they could defeat and conquer 

Judah, just as they had conquered Israel. 

 

2. They trusted their military might! 

 

3. Ps. 20:7 “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember 

the name of the LORD our God.  

 

 

B. (►)  NO ONE Is Greater Than Our All-Sovereign God! 

1. He has Divine power! 

 

2. He can do what He chooses to do that is consistent with His Nature and His 

Will! 

 

3. He could slay 185,000 Assyrians in one fail swoop! 

 

4. Rev. 16:7 “And I heard another from the altar saying, ‘Even so, Lord God 

Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.’” 

 

5. Rev. 19:6 NIV “Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the 

roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! 

For our Lord God Almighty reigns.” 

 

 

C. (►)  We Must Trust Him Above Ourselves And Above Other Men! 

1. Ps. 25:2 “O my God, I trust in You; Let me not be ashamed; Let not my 

enemies triumph over me.” 

 

2. Ps. 37:40 “And the LORD shall help them and deliver them; He shall 

deliver them from the wicked, And save them, Because they trust in Him.” 

 

3. Ps. 44:6,7 “For I will not trust in my bow, Nor shall my sword save me. 
7But You have saved us from our enemies, And have put to shame those 

who hated us.” 

 

4. Ps. 118:8,9 “It is better to trust in the LORD Than to put confidence in man. 
9It is better to trust in the LORD Than to put confidence in princes.” 
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D. (►)  “He Is Able To Deliver Thee!” 

1. Hezekiah laid before God Sennacherib’s threat. 

 

2. He sought Isaiah’s guidance. 

 

3. God delivered him from the hand of the Assyrians! 

 

4. He delivered Daniel’s friends from the fiery furnace, Dn. 3:17; He delivered 

Daniel from the lions! Dn. 6:20 

 

 

E. NEVER Give In To Those Who Ridicule God Or You For Your Faith In God! 

1. Peter and John told the Sanhedrin who demanded that they stop preaching 

Jesus, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” Ac. 5:29 

 

2. You may be ALONE in defending God or Truth; be like Paul. II Ti. 4:16,17 

“At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be 

charged against them. 17But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so 

that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the 

Gentiles might hear. And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.” 

 

3. And remember Paul’s encouragement to persecuted Jewish Christians in 

Heb. 12:4 “You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.” 

a. Many of their Jewish forefathers had been killed for having faith in 

God. Heb. 11 

b. These Christians were facing severe pressure from their families, 

friends, and culture to leave Christianity and to return to Judaism. 

c. Paul reminds them, “You are still alive; stay faithful to the Lord! Let no 

one who ridicules your faith -- family, friends, or society -- keep you 

from professing your faith in Jesus Christ! They have not killed you; if 

they do, God will take you to Paradise and ultimately to Heaven!” 

 

4. Always trust God, rely upon Him; NEVER give in to or succumb to those 

who revile God and ridicule you for your faith in Him! 


