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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE DISCOVERY OF THE LAW 

DURING JOSIAH’S REIGN!” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Texts: II Kings 22,23; II Chron. 34,35 

 

 

B. This Lesson Provides Some Amazing Personal, Congregational, And National 

Lessons! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Facts About Josiah. 

A. He Was The Son Of Amon. II Ki. 21:25,26 

 

 

B. (►)  He Was The16th King Of Judah: 

1. Rehoboam 931-913 B.C. 

 

2. Abijah 913-911 B.C. 

 

3. Asa 911-870 B.C. 

 

4. Jehoshaphat 873-848 B.C. 

 

5. Jehoram 853-841. B.C. 

 

6. Ahaziah 841 B.C. 

 

7. Athaliah 841 - 835 B.C. 

 

8. Joash 835 - 796 B.C. 

 

9. Amaziah 796 - 767 B.C. 

 

10. Uzziah (Also called Azariah) 790 - 739 B.C. 

 

11. Jotham 750 B.C. - 731 B.C. 

 

12. Ahaz 735 - 715 B.C. 
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13. Hezekiah 715 - 686 B.C. 

 

14. Manasseh 695 - 642 B.C. 

 

15. Amon 642 - 640 B.C. 

 

16. Josiah 640 - 609 B.C. 

 

17. Johoahaz 609 B.C. 

 

18. Jehoiakim 609 - 597 B.C. 

 

19. Jehoiahin 597 B.C. 

 

20. Zedekiah 597 - 586 B.C. 

 

 

C. (►)  The Best Kings Of Judah: 

1. Asa 

 

2. Jehoshaphat -- except his compromise with Ahab 

 

3. Joash 

 

4. Amaziah 

 

5. Uzziah 

 

6. Jotham 

 

7. Hezekiah -- great, godly man 

 

8. Josiah -- our study tonight. 

 

 

D. (►)  His Reign As King Over Judah: 

1. He became king at age 8!!! II Ki. 22:1; II Chr. 34:1 

 

2. He reigned 31 years over the land; thus he died at age 39! II Ki. 22:1 

 

 

E. (Slide #4)  He Was A Man Of Godly Character: 

1. He began to seek the Lord as a young man -- when he was 16 years old! II 

Chr. 34:3 “For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he 

began to seek the God of his father David;”  
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2. II Ki. 22:2 “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and 

walked in all the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right 

hand or to the left.” 

 

3. II Chr. 34:2 “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and 

walked in the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right 

hand or to the left.” 

 

 

F. (Slide #5)  He Destroyed Idols And Idolatrous Priests Throughout The Land! II 

Ki. 23:4-20; II Chr. 34:4-7,33 

1. Josiah, in the 12th year of his reign, was 20 years old when he began 

cleaning the land of idolatry. II Chr. 34:3 

 

2. Josiah commanded that all the articles used to worship Baal and Asherah 

were to be removed from the Temple and to be burned in the Kidron Valley; 

the ashes were carried to Bethel! II Ki. 23:4; II Chr. 34:4 

 

3. Josiah removed all the idolatrous priests that the kings of Judah had 

ordained to lead worship for Baal! He burned their bones on their altars! II 

Ki. 23:5; II Chr. 34:6 

 

4. He removed a wooden image of Asherah, burned it in the Kidron Valley, 

ground it to ashes and threw them on the graves of the people. II Ki. 23:6 

 

5. He tore down the houses of homosexual prostitutes in the Temple where 

Asherah was being worshiped. II Ki. 23:7 

 

6. He brought all of the priests out of all the cities of Judah from Geba to 

Beersheba, defiled their high places, and broke down their high places at the 

entrance of the gate of Joshua. These priests did not serve at the altar of the 

LORD in Jerusalem. II Ki. 23:8,9 

 

7. He also defiled Topheth in the Valley of Hinnom so no one could burn his 

child in an offering to Molech. II Ki. 23:10 

 

8. He removed horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun. II Ki. 

23:11 

 

9. He destroyed altars that Ahaz and Manasseh had erected. II Ki. 23:12 

 

10. He desecrated the high places east of Jerusalem that Solomon had built for 

all the idols that his wives brought to the land! II Ki. 23:13 

 

11. He broke images and covered them with the bones of men. II Ki. 23:14 
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12. He broke down and burned the altar and high place that Jeroboam had built 

at Bethel. He burned the bones of the dead in the tombs on the altar. He did 

not allow them to use the bones of the man of God who came and spoke 

against the altar of Bethel. II Ki. 23:15-18 

 

13. He removed all the shrines of the high places in the cities of Samaria. II Ki. 

23:19 

 

14. He killed all the priests of the high places. II Ki. 23:20 

 

15. He removed all of those who consulted mediums and spiritists, and all of 

the abominations that had been seen in the land!!! II Ki. 23:24 

 

 

G. (Slide #6)  He Was Determined To Repair The Temple! II Ki. 22:3-7 II Chr. 

34:8-13,17 

1. In his 18th year of reign, again when he was 26 years old, Josiah sent 

Shaphan the scribe to the Temple to tell Hilkiah the High Priest to tally the 

money that had been collected for repairs on the Temple and then dispense 

it to carpenters and masons to make the repairs. II Ki. 22:3-6 

 

2. He asked no accounting from the carpenters and masons; he had complete 

confidence in them. II Ki. 22:7 

 

 

H. (Slide #7)  The Incredibly Awesome Find In The Temple; Josiah’s Response! II 

Ki. 22:8-23:3; II Chr. 34:14-16, 18-32 

1. This was in the 18th year of his reign when he was 26 years old!!! II Chr. 

34:3 

 

2. Hilkiah told Shaphan that he had found the Book of the Law in the Temple!! 

II Ki. 22:8; II Chr. 34:15 

 

3. Hilkiah gave the Book to Shaphan to read. II Ki. 22:9; II Chr. 34:18 

 

4. Shaphan reported that the money had been delivered to the workers; he also 

showed Josiah the Book of the Law and read It to him! II Ki. 22:10 

 

5. Josiah tore his clothes in despair as he heard the Message of the Book of the 

Law! II Ki. 22:11; II Chr. 34:19 

 

6. He commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan the scribe, 

and Asaiah his serve to inquire of the LORD for him, for the people, and for 

the nation because he realized that the wrath of the LORD has roused 

against them because they were not obeying the Law! II Ki. 22:12-13; II 

Chr. 34:20,21 
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7. Those men went to Huldah the prophetess to seek God’s guidance. II Ki. 

22:14; II Chr. 34:22 

 

8. Huldah’s message from God: 

a. Tell the man who sent you “I will bring calamity on this place and its 

inhabitants because they have forsaken me, worshiped idols, and 

provoked me to anger, an anger that will not be quenched! II Ki. 

22:16,17; II Chr. 34:23-25 

b. However, tell the king of Judah, “Because your heart is open to my 

word, because you humble yourself, and because you have repented, I 

have heard you. The promised calamity will not occur until after you 

die; you will not see this awful judgment! II Ki. 22:18-20; II Chr. 

34:26-28 

 

9. Josiah called the elders of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; he stood 

in the Temple and read in their hearing all the words of the “Book of the 

Covenant!” II Ki. 23:1,2; II Chr. 34:29-32 

a. He then made a covenant before the LORD that he would follow the 

LORD and keep His commandments with all his heart and soul! II Ki. 

23:3 

b. They people joined in the covenant! II Ki. 23:3 

 

10. Josiah obviously knew about God and God’s Will even though the “Book 

Of The Covenant” had been lost. 

a. Remember, at age 16 he sought God, at age 20 he was destroying the 

idols of the land, and at age 26 he was determined to repair the Temple! 

b. It was only at age 26 that the “Book of the Covenant” was found. 

c. What is that “Book Of The Law?” 

1. Dt. 31:24-29 gives insight: “So it was, when Moses had completed 

writing the words of this law in a book, when they were finished, 
25that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD, saying: 26‘Take this Book of the Law, and 

put it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it 

may be there as a witness against you; 27for I know your rebellion 

and your stiff neck. If today, while I am yet alive with you, you 

have been rebellious against the LORD, then how much more after 

my death? 28Gather to me all the elders of your tribes, and your 

officers, that I may speak these words in their hearing and call 

heaven and earth to witness against them. 29For I know that after 

my death you will become utterly corrupt, and turn aside from the 

way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the 

latter days, because you will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to 

provoke Him to anger through the work of your hands.’” 

2. This was the copy of the Law that Moses made just before He died. 

3. It was to be placed inside the Ark of the Covenant. 



 6 

d. Obviously Josiah knew much about God’s Will even without the “Book 

of the Law!” 

1. That should not surprise us! 

2. He had inspired guidance from Jeremiah, Jer. 1:1, Huldah the 

prophetess, II Ki. 22:14 and II Chr. 34:22, and Zephaniah, Zeph. 

1:1 

3. He also had godly people surrounding him like Hilkiah, the priest, 

and Shaphan, the scribe! 

e. Obviously, the Ark of the Covenant had been moved out and idols of 

the gods had been moved into the Temple. 

f. And the “Book Of The Law” had been taken out of the Ark and 

misplaced. 

 

 

I. (Slide #8)  He Commanded The People To Again Observe The Passover. II Ki. 

23:21; II Chr. 35:1-19 

1. He learned of this Passover observance in the Book of the Covenant. II Ki. 

23:21 

 

2. This Passover, observed during the 18th year of Josiah’s reign when he 

was 26, was greater than any held during all of the days of the Judges, kings 

of Israel, and the kings of Judah.  

a. II Ki. 23:22 “Such a Passover surely had never been held since the days 

of the judges who judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel 

and the kings of Judah.” 

b. II Chr. 35:18 “There had been no Passover kept in Israel like that since 

the days of Samuel the prophet; and none of the kings of Israel had kept 

such a Passover as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Levites, all 

Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” 

 

3. They put the Ark of the Covenant back in the Temple and observed the 

Passover in the Holy Place. II Chr. 35:3 

 

 

J. (Slide #9)  Josiah Did All Of This In Order That He Might Keep The Words Of 

The Book Of The Law! He Took Judah Back To The Word! II Ki. 23:24 

 

 

K. (Slide #10)  Is It Any Wonder That He Is Honored By God “Before Him There 

Was No King Like Him, Who Turned To The Lord With All His Heart, With 

All His Soul, And With All His Might, According to All The Law Of Moses; 

Nor After Him Did Any Arise Like Him.” II Ki. 23:25 

1. (Slide #11)  II Chr. 34:33 “Thus Josiah removed all the abominations from 

all the country that belonged to the children of Israel, and made all who 

were present in Israel diligently serve the LORD their God. All his days they 

did not depart from following the LORD God of their fathers.” 



 7 

2. However, even though Josiah was so godly, God did not remove His great 

anger brought about by the great sins of Manasseh. II Ki. 23:26 

 

3. Yet, God still promised to removed Judah, including the Temple, as He did 

Israel! II Ki. 23:27 

 

 

L. Josiah Confronted The Allied Kings Of Egypt And Assyria; During That Battle 

He Was Killed At Megiddo. His Servants Buried Him At Megiddo. II Ki. 

23:29,30; II Chr. 35:20-24 

1. The prophet Jeremiah lamented for Josiah at his death! II Chr. 35:25 

 

2. He was lamented in the lamentations of the people of Judah. II Chr. 35:25 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #12)  Is The Law Of God Hidden In Our Lives? 

A. (►)  In Our Own Personal Life? 

1. Jer. 10:23 “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in 

man who walks to direct his own steps.” 

 

2. Ps. 119:97 “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.” 

 

3. Eph. 4:17-32 “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should 

no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 
18having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, 

because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 

heart; 19who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to 

work all uncleanness with greediness. 20But you have not so learned Christ, 
21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is 

in Jesus: 22that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man 

which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23and be renewed in 

the spirit of your mind, 24and that you put on the new man which was 

created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 25Therefore, 

putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,’ for 

we are members of one another. 26‘Be angry, and do not sin’: do not let the 

sun go down on your wrath, 27nor give place to the devil. 28Let him who 

stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what 

is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29Let no 

corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary 

edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
31Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 

from you, with all malice. 32And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.” 

 

4. Is “The Book Of God’s Law” hidden from you and your heart? 
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B. (►)  In Our Home? 

1. Dt. 6:6-9 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your 

heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You shall write them on 

the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

 

2. Eph. 6:4 “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 

them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” 

 

3. II Tim. 3:14,15 “But you must continue in the things which you have 

learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
15and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

 

4. Is “The Book Of God’s Law” hidden from your family? From your 

children? 

 

 

C. (►)  In Our Congregation? 

1. Hos. 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have 

rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because 

you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” 

 

2. Congregations need the revealed Word to know how to behave! I Tim. 

3:14,15 “These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 
15but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to 

conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

3. II Cor. 11:3 “But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 

Christ.” 

 

4. MUCH of Corinth’s problems were rooted in their culture; particularly 

Platonic Dualism. 

 

5. The culture of Thyatira was influencing the brethren to practice fornication 

and idolatry. Rev. 2:20 

 

6. The wealth of Laodicea caused the Christians to become self-sufficient and 

not see their need for God. Rev. 3:17,18 

 

7. Is “The Book Of God’s Law” hidden in our congregation? 
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D. (►)  In Our Nation? 

1. Pr. 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any 

people.” 

 

2. Look at what ignorance of God did to Israel in the days of Israel! Look what 

it did in Judah and see how Josiah tried to “turn it around!” 

 

3. Ezek. 39:22-29 “So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their 

God from that day forward. 23The Gentiles shall know that the house of 

Israel went into captivity for their iniquity; because they were unfaithful to 

Me, therefore I hid My face from them. I gave them into the hand of their 

enemies, and they all fell by the sword. 24According to their uncleanness 

and according to their transgressions I have dealt with them, and hidden My 

face from them. Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Now I will bring back 

the captives of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I 

will be jealous for My holy name--26after they have borne their shame, and 

all their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, when they 

dwelt safely in their own land and no one made them afraid. 27When I have 

brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of their enemies’ 

lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, 28then they 

shall know that I am the LORD their God, who sent them into captivity 

among the nations, but also brought them back to their land, and left none of 

them captive any longer. 29And I will not hide My face from them anymore; 

for I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ says the Lord 

GOD.” 

 

4. Is. 60:12 “For the nation and kingdom which will not serve you shall perish, 

And those nations shall be utterly ruined.” 

 

5. Is “The Book Of God’s Law” hidden from the people of our nation? 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #13)  Lessons: 

A. (►)  Young People, Will You Love God At Age 8? 16? 20? 26? 

1. DO NOT USE YOUR YOUTH AS AN EXCUSE!!! 

 

2. So many young people do that! 

 

3. Serve God from your youth! 

 

4. May it be said of you: “And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, 

and walked in all the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the 

right hand or to the left.” II Ki. 22:2 
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B. (►)  Love God’s Ordained Worship -- Uphold It! Restore It! Love It! Keep It! 

 

 

C. (►)  May God Honor Us With This Type Of Honor: “Before Him There Was 

No King Like Him, Who Turned To The Lord With All His Heart, With All His 

Soul, And With All His Might, According to All The Law Of Moses; Nor After 

Him Did Any Arise Like Him.” II Ki. 23:25 


