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“LONGING FOR HOME!” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Recent Sermons: 

1. “Standing At The Foot Of The Cross” -- Watch what happened as Jesus 

died! We examined what WE see and what HE saw! 

 

2. “It Is For ME Dear Savior?” -- He endured all of the mistreatment, 

persecution, scouring, and crucifixion for US! 

 

3. “I Marvel At The Wisdom Of My God” -- His plan for our forgiveness, 

spiritual life, and life eternally! 

 

4. “What Will Happen Now?” -- The Apostles reactions as Jesus’ prophecies 

unfolded -- He was hated, rejected, arrested, scourged, crucified, 

resurrected, and then ascended! 

 

 

B. Today: “Longing For Home.” 

 

 

C. Have You Ever Been Away From Home And Your Heart Was Just Pining For 

Home? Was Your Heart Agonizing With Homesickness? 

1. Do you remember the first time you stayed away from home as a child? 

With a grandparent or aunt or uncle? 

 

2. Perhaps you went to college in another state. 

 

3. Maybe the military took you. 

 

4. Often people’s hearts are turned to home, LONGING to be back at home! 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  With A Mission To Provide Salvation For Sinners, Jesus Left Home 

To Come To This Earth! 

A. (Slide #3)  He Is An Eternal Being! 

1. Jn. 8:58 “Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I AM.’” 
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2. Why is He greater than all that has been created? 

a. Col. 1:15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 

all creation. 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and 

that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 

Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” 

b. He is “the firstborn over all creation” -- He is greater than the Creation! 

c. Why? He is the Creator! 16 

d. He is “before” all things! He existed eternally; He existed before 

everything that has been created was created! 17 

 

B. (►)  He Was With The Father (And The Spirit) Eternally! 

1. Jn. 1:1,2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God.” 

 

2. Jn. 17:24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with 

Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; 

for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.” 

 

3. Jn. 3:13 “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 

heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.” 

 

4. Jn. 6:62 “What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He 

was before?” 

 

5. In the REAL “Lord’s Prayer,” He said to the Father, “And now, O Father, 

glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 

before the world was.” Jn. 17:5 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  He Came To Earth To Provide Salvation For Sinners! 

1. Rom. 3:24, 25 “being justified freely by His grace through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 

through faith,” 

 

2. I Pet. 1:18-20 “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, 

like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from 

your fathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot. 20He indeed was foreordained before the 

foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.” 

 

3. I Thess. 5:9,10 “For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, that whether we wake or 

sleep, we should live together with Him.” 

 

4. (Slide #5)  Imagine how Jesus felt when coming here to this earth! 

a. He came to the very universe and earth that He created! 
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1. Jn. 1:11 “He came to His own [own things], and His own [own 

people -- Jews] did not receive Him.” 

2. Imagine His sense of awe, pride, and admiration! Look how all of 

this works!!! 

b. He came to be with people made in His own image! Gen. 1:26,27 

1. Sadly, they sinned and needed a Savior. 

2. He was driven to provide a way of salvation for them! 

c. At the same time, think how He felt with all the mistreatment: 

1. People do not even know who He was! 

2. Rejected. 

3. Hated. 

d. Denounced. 

e. Arrested. 

f. Tried. 

g. Scourged. 

h. Crucified! 

 

5. The impact of His Mission upon Him: 

a. II Cor. 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you 

through His poverty might become rich.” 

b. II Cor. 5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 

we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

c. He bore the debt for the redemption of man’s sins; He became man’s 

propitiation [appeasement of Divine wrath]! 

1. The words of the hymn are SO true: “He Paid A Debt He Did Not 

Owe!” [“I owed a debt I could not pay!”] 

2. What an AMAZING sacrifice He Made that we might live! 

 

6. He KNEW he had to go through those awful events in order for man to be 

saved! 

a. Jn. 17:1 “Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and 

said: ‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also 

may glorify You,’” 

b. Jn. 12:27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save 

Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.” 

c. Thus, He had strong determination to do whatever had to be done to 

accomplish His Mission. 

 

 

D. (Slide #6)  He Ascended Back To The Father! 

1. (Slide #7)  He told the Apostles that He would ascend! 

a. Jn. 16:28 “I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. 

Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.” 

b. Jn. 16:5 “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks 

Me, ‘Where are You going?’” 
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c. Jn. 16:7 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I 

go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if 

I depart, I will send Him to you.” 

d. Jn. 16:10 “I go to My Father and you see Me no more;” 

 

2. (►)  He did not want His disciples to try to keep Him from ascending. 

a. Jesus spoke to Mary about this: Jn. 20:17 “Jesus said to her, ‘Do not 

cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My 

brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your 

Father, and to My God and your God.’’” 

b. This passage confuses many people because in verse 27 He tells 

Thomas to touch him! 

c. “Cling” is from the Greek word “a{ptou” which means “to fasten on 

to;” or “to grab to hold on to.” 

d. They were not to try to hold on to Him to keep Him from going back to 

the Father! 

 

3. (►)  He ascended! 

a. Mk. 16:19 “So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was 

received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.” 

b. Along with the Eleven on the Mt. of Olives, He ascended! Acts 1:9-11 

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10And while they 

looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men 

stood by them in white apparel, 11who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken 

up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him 

go into heaven.’” 

c. Eph. 1:19,20 “and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward 

us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20which 

He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him 

at His right hand in the heavenly places,” 

d. I Tim. 3:16 “Received up in glory.” 

e. Heb. 1:3 “when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty on high,” 

 

 

F. (Slide #8)  Imagine The Sense Of Longing For Home That Jesus Must Have Felt 

While He Was Here On Earth! 

 

 

G. (Slide #9)  And Think What He Had BEFORE He Came To The Earth And For 

What He Was LONGING To Return And Have Eternally! 

1. (►)  Presence! 

a. He would be with the Father and the Holy Spirit again!!! 

b. Think of the security, the consolation, and the comfort of being together 

again!!! 
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2. (►)  Purity! 

a. I Pet. 1:4 “incorruptible and undefiled” 

b. Imagine -- purity of thought, action, and attitude -- HOW AWESOME 

IS THAT! 

 

3. (►)  Peace! 

a. No concerns, no anxieties, no fears, no threats, no insecurities, and no 

murder! 

b. He could be back in the peace of Heaven forever! 

 

4. (►)  Perfection! 

a. He left this sinful and hateful world and returned to Heaven, a place of 

NO mistreatment, NO ugly attitudes, and NO sin!!!!! 

b. Traits of the Father: “He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His 

ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and 

upright is He.” Dt. 32:4 

 

5. (►)  Praise! 

a. Of The Father: 

1. Rev. 4:8 “The four living creatures, each having six wings, were 

full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, 

saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and 

is to come!’” 

2. Rev. 4:11 “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor 

and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist 

and were created.” 

b. Of Jesus: Rev. 5:11-13 “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many 

angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the 

number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 

thousands, 12saying with a loud voice: ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor 

and glory and blessing!’ 13And every creature which is in heaven and 

on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that 

are in them, I heard saying: ‘Blessing and honor and glory and power 

Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!’” 

c. Rev. 7:9-11 “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 

which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud 

voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb!’ 11All the angels stood around the throne and the elders 

and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12saying: ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever 

and ever. Amen.’” 
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II. (Slide #10)  Christians, Long For Home! 

A. Longing For Home On Earth Can Be Disappointing; Longing For Heaven, Our 

Eternal Home, Will NOT Be Disappointing. 

1. Have you ever left home and then returned to have that “WOW FACTOR?” 

 

2. Have you ever left home and returned to be disappointed? 

 

3. There is a supernatural WOW FACTOR for Christians when they go home! 

 

 

(Slide #11)  The Words Of The Hymn SHOULD Be The Christian’s Motto: “This 

World Is Not MY Home!” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“This world is not my home I’m just a passing through 

My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue 

The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door 

And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

Oh Lord you know I have no friend like you 

If heaven’s not my home then Lord what will I do 

The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door 

And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore 

 

 

Verse 4: 

 

Just over in Glory land we’ll live eternally 

The saints on every hand are shouting victory 

Their songs of sweetest praise drift back from heaven’s shore 

And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 

 

 

B. (Slide #12)  Imagine “Welcome Home” From The Godhead! 

1. Mt. 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world:” 
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2. “The Christian’s Welcome Home!” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“How sweet will be the welcome home When this short life is o’er, 

When pain and sorrow, grief and care, Shall trouble us no more." 

Welcome home, sweet welcome home, My home, sweet home; 

Welcome home, sweet welcome home, The Christian’s welcome home.” 

 

Words: Ann Pepper Kidder 

 

 

C. Imagine The GLORY Of Heaven! 

1. (►)  See the AWESOME Godhead! 

a. Rev. 22:5 “There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light 

of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign 

forever and ever.” 

b. Rev. 21:23 “The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in 

it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.” 

 

2. (►)  Praise of the Godhead; you can participate! 

a. Verse 2 of “The Christian’s Welcome Home.” 

 

“When we the lovely promised land, With spirit eyes, shall see, 

We’ll join the holy angel band In praise, dear Lord, to Thee.” 

 

b. Imagine being a part of a heavenly chorus!! 

 

3. (►)  A place of NO SIN! 

a. Rev. 21:27 “But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, 

or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the 

Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

b. Rev. 21:8 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 

sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part 

in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.” 

 

4. (►)  A place of NO heartache, trouble, strife, despair, or death! 

a. Rev. 21:4 “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there 

shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 

pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

b. What could be more comforting to Christians who struggle in this 

world? 
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D. “Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All!” 

1. No matter how much we struggle here with life, temptation, or persecution, 

“Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All!” 

 

2. The Hymn: 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“Often I’m hindered on my way, burdened so heavy I almost fall  

Then I hear Jesus sweetly say, ‘Heaven will surely be worth it all!’ 

 

Chorus: 

 

HEAVEN will surely be worth it all, worth all the sorrows that here befall; 

After this life with all its strife, Heaven will surely be worth it all! 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

Many the trials toils and tears, many a heartache may here appall; 

But the dear Lord so truly says, ‘Heaven will surely be worth it all!’ 

 

Chorus: 

 

HEAVEN will surely be worth it all, worth all the sorrows that here befall; 

After this life with all its strife, heaven will surely be worth it all! 

 

 

Verse 3: 

 

Toiling and pain I will endure, till I shall hear the death angel call 

Jesus has promised and I’m sure, ‘Heaven will surely be worth it all!’” 

 

-- Oliver Cooper and Minzo C. Jones, 1946 

 

 

E. Imagine Going Home To Be With The Godhead And Loved Ones Who Died In 

Christ -- You Can Be With Them Eternally! 

 

 

F. Are You Prepared To Go Home? 


