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GODLY ADVICE FOR 

GRADUATES! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #1)  Today Is Graduation Sunday 2018! 

1. Congratulations to all of our young people who are graduates this year -- 

from High School, from College, and from Graduate School. 

 

2. You have reached a milestone; this is commendable. 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  My Main Concern -- That You Leave This Part Of Your Life And 

Enter Into Adulthood And Into A Work Life With Godly Focus! 

 

 

C. How Can You Proceed With God’s Blessings? “God Bless You; Go With God!” 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Today I Present Some Great Advice From Two Fathers, A 

Cousin/Foster Father, And A Mother-In-Law For Graduates And For All 

Christians. 

 

 

C. I Would Like To Address All Of You Graduates And Young People As If You 

Were My Son Or Daughter. 

 

 

D. (Slide #4)  Today’s Title -- “Godly Advice For Graduates!” 

 

 

E. PLEASE Take This Advice To Heart! 

 

 

F. This Advice Is Equally True For All Christians And Young People! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #5)  David’s Advice To Solomon! 

A. David Was A Godly Man. 

1. Yes, he sinned -- we have records of three times he seriously violated God’s 

Will. And the consequences were horrible and devastatin! 
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2. However, he was a man whose heart smote him when he sinned against God 

and against men. 

 

3. But, he was a man driven to obey God. 

 

 

B. David Frequently Addressed Solomon As “My Son.” 

1. (Slide #6)  “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and 

serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the LORD 

searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek 

Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off 

forever.” I Chr. 28:9 

a. KNOW God! 

b. SERVE Him from a loyal heart and a willing mind -- let your devotion 

be from a sincere, devout heart! (God knows your heart and thoughts!) 

c. If you seek Him, you will find Him; if you forsake Him, He will cast 

you off! 

 

 

2. (Slide #7)  “And David said to his son Solomon, ‘Be strong and of good 

courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD God--my 

God--will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have 

finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD.’” I Chr. 

28:20 

a. This was David’s advice as he gave Solomon the charge to build the 

Temple. 

b. “Be strong and of good courage!” 

c. “Do not fear or be dismayed!” 

d. “God will be with you; He will not leave you nor forsake you.” 

 

 

3. (Slide #8)  David’s Request Of God: (Slide #8)  “And give my son 

Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies 

and Your statutes, to do all these things, and to build the temple for which I 

have made provision.” I Chr. 29:19 

a. He longs for Solomon to have a loyal heart. 

b. He prays that Solomon will keep God’s commandments! 

c. This should be the prayer of every parent for his/her child and for every 

minister for members of his congregation and for graduates as they 

mature and progress into life. 

d. We pray for your success in building your life and preparing for 

eternity! 
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II. (Slide #9)  Solomon’s Advice To His Son! 

A. (Slide #10)  Respect And Listen To Your Parents! 

1. Pr. 1:8 “My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the 

law of your mother;” 

 

2. Those who respect God also respect the advice of godly parents. 

 

3. DO NOT let the world cause you to ridicule your parents or those older than 

yourself! Respect the wisdom of wise, godly adults. 

 

 

B. (Slide #11)  Reject The Invitations, Advice, And Ways Of The Wicked! 

1. Pr. 1:10-16 “My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent. 11If they say, 

‘Come with us, Let us lie in wait to shed blood; Let us lurk secretly for the 

innocent without cause; 12Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, And whole, 

like those who go down to the Pit; 13We shall find all kinds of precious 

possessions, We shall fill our houses with spoil; 14Cast in your lot among 

us, Let us all have one purse’-- 15My son, do not walk in the way with them, 

Keep your foot from their path; 16For their feet run to evil, And they make 

haste to shed blood.” 

 

2. Sinners will take you further than you can imagine!!!!! They can promote 

murder, thievery and ever kind of evil! 

 

3. Do not listen to them; do not participate in their evil ways; FLEE!!!! 

 

 

C. (Slide #12)  Open Your Ear And Heart To God’s Words! 

1. Pr. 2:1-5 “My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands 

within you, 2So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to 

understanding; 3Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice 

for understanding, 4If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for 

hidden treasures; 5Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find 

the knowledge of God.” 

 

2. Open your ear and heart to God’s Words; you will come to fear Him and to 

know His Will! 

 

 

D. (Slide #13)  Respect And Cherish God’s Laws; They Will Bless You 

Throughout Your Life! 

1. Pr. 3:1-4 “My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my 

commands; 2For length of days and long life And peace they will add to 

you. 3Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, 

Write them on the tablet of your heart, 4And so find favor and high esteem 

In the sight of God and man.” 
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2. Here Solomon urges his son to stay in and remember God’s Law; he was to 

cling to and hold fast to It throughout his life. 

 

3. Following God has amazing blessings throughout life! 

 

 

E. (Slide #14)  Stay Humble; Never Exalt Yourself Above God! 

1. Pr. 3:5-7 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own 

understanding; 6In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct 

your paths. 7Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart 

from evil.” 

 

2. Arrogance destroys trust in God and humble obedience to His Will. 

 

3. This is a HUGE danger to young people; in our pluralistic, postmodern 

society that says “Truth is what I think!” 

 

4. DO NOT LET CULTURE’S UNGODLY PHILOSOPHIES cause you to be 

a rebel against God and His Laws! 

 

 

F. (Slide #15)  God Has Provided Chastening For Those Who Disobey; DO NOT 

RESENT His Provisions To Keep You Loyal To Him! 

1. Pr. 3:11,12 “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest 

His correction; 12For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the 

son in whom he delights.” 

 

2. Fathers teach, caution, and discipline children because they care and want 

them to walk in wisdom. 

 

3. God has provided His Word, parents, elders of the Church, ministers, and 

fellow Christians to hold you accountable and to stay loyal to Him. 

 

4. DO NOT resent Him or those who care and long for you to think right, to 

live right, and to remain faithful to Him! 

 

 

G. (Slide #16)  Observe God’s Design Of The Universe; NEVER BE SWAYED 

BY Atheistic Deniers Of God! 

1. Pr. 3:19-22 “The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; By understanding He 

established the heavens; 20By His knowledge the depths were broken up, 

And clouds drop down the dew. 21My son, let them not depart from your 

eyes-- Keep sound wisdom and discretion; 22So they will be life to your soul 

And grace to your neck.” 

 

2. His Will gives you wisdom; His Will guides you to life! 
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3. Those who deny God will lead you to rejection of God, to spiritual 

blindness, to rejection of what is right before your eyes, and to participation 

in and toleration of every kind of immoral sinful practice! 

 

 

H. (Slide #17)  TREASURE His Words! 

1. Pr. 7:1 “My son, keep my words, And treasure my commands within you.” 

 

2. David talked about the heart of one who treasures God’s Word. 

a. Ps. 119: 127 “Therefore I love Your commandments More than gold, 

yes, than fine gold!” 

b. Ps. 119:97 “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.” 

 

 

I. (Slide #18)  NEVER Let Your Heart Be Enticed And Led Astray By 

Fornicators! 

1. Pr. 5:20 “For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral 

woman, And be embraced in the arms of a seductress?” 

 

2. NEVER see an invitation to commit fornication or adultery as “a feather in 

your cap” or as a complimentary commendation or triumph! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #19)  Mordecai’s Advice To His Cousin/Foster Daughter, Esther! 

A. (Slide #20)  Mordecai’s advice to Esther: “And Mordecai told them to answer 

Esther: ‘Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace any 

more than all the other Jews. 14For if you remain completely silent at this time, 

relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and 

your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the 

kingdom for such a time as this?’” Es. 4:13,14 

 

 

B. “Who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

1. NO ONE ON EARTH KNOWS what God can do with you for His 

kingdom! 

 

2. NO ONE KNOWS how He can providentially use you to bring others to 

Him and to make a huge difference in the world! 
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IV. (Slide #21)  Naomi’s Advice To Her Daughter-in-Law Ruth. 

A. (Slide #22)  Naomi’s advice to Ruth. “Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to 

her, ‘My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with 

you?’” Ruth 3:1 

 

 

B. A Wise Mother-In-Law Seeks What Is BEST For Her Daughter-In-Law; She 

STRONGLY Resists The “Daughter-In-Law” Attitude And Stigma. 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #23)  A Fear I Have -- Young People Raised In Godly Homes And In 

Faithful Congregations Who Lay Aside Wisdom, Leave God, And End Up With 

Their Lives Being In A TERRIBLE MESS!! 

A. A Godly Father’s AGONIZING “My Son!” 

1. Absalom revolted against David. 

 

2. David had to flee Jerusalem barefooted! 

 

3. Later as David’s allies regained strength, Absalom was trying to flee from 

David’s soldiers while riding on a mule. As he rode under a tree, his head 

was caught in the boughs of a tree. II Sa. 18:9 

 

4. Joab threw three spears through Absalom’s heart. II Sa. 18:14 

 

5. (Slide #24)  David’s broken-hearted agony: II Sa. 18:33 “Then the king was 

deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as 

he went, he said thus: ‘O my son Absalom--my son, my son Absalom--if 

only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!’” 

 

6. The people heard of David’s mourning: “But the king covered his face, and 

the king cried out with a loud voice, ‘O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my 

son, my son!’” II Sa. 19:4 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #25)  Graduates, Young People, Christians -- Listen To Godly Advice! 

 

 

B. (Slide #26)  “God Bless You -- Go With God!” 


