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ARE SIN AND SINNERS 

INFLUENCING YOUR HEART AND 

ACTIONS? 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. As Christians, We Live In The Real World! 

 

 

B. There Are Many Sinful And Ungodly Influences Around Us. There Are LOTS 

Of Kinds Of Sin And Multitudes Of Sinners Around Us. 

 

 

C. We Can Easily Be Swayed From Our Loyalty To God! 

 

 

D. We Can Be Greatly Tempted And Influenced To Flirt With And To Mingle With 

Sin And Sinners! 

 

 

E. Christians Can SO Focus Upon Forgiveness Being Available That They Ignore 

Faithfulness And Instead Rationalize Flirting With And Mingling With Sin! 

Thus They Rush Headlong Into Sin! 

 

 

F. The Consequences Can Be FATAL!!!!! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Christians -- Those DEAD To Sin! 

A. At Baptism, Christians Die To Sin! 

1. Rom. 6:4 “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 

so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

 

2. (Slide #3)  Rom. 6:11-13 “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 

indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12Therefore do not 

let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13And 

do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 

present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members 

as instruments of righteousness to God.” 
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B. (Slide #4)  John Pointedly Elaborates About Christians Allowing Sin Or Sinners 

To Influence Our Hearts And Actions! 

1. Text: I Jn. 3:3-10 “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, 

just as He is pure. 4Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin 

is lawlessness. 5And you know that He was manifested to take away our 

sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6Whoever abides in Him does not sin. 

Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 7Little children, let no 

one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is 

righteous. 8He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might 

destroy the works of the devil. 9Whoever has been born of God does not sin, 

for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 

God. 10In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: 

Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does 

not love his brother.” 

 

2. Observations: 

a. Christians living in hope seek to imitate Christ -- live in purity! 

b. Christians who continue to practice sin commit lawlessness -- they 

reject Christ’s law; they follow their own lusts! 

c. Christians should be alienating themselves from sin! 

d. Those who remain in Christ do not keep on living a life of sin or 

wanting to live such a life! 

e. Who is your father? [Your life gives the answer!!!] 

1. If you practice righteousness, you imitate your heavenly Father! 

2. If you practice sin, you imitate the Devil! You are NOT OF God! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #5)  God’s People Have Always Faced Temptation To Allow Sin And 

Sinners To Influence Their Hearts! 

A. (Slide #6)  Psalm 106 Is A Historical Psalm In Which The Psalmist Begs God 

For His Favor Even Though They Have Sinned Over And Over Again! 

1. (►)  Verse 6 -- The Psalmist confesses a painful reality: “We have sinned 

with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly.” 

 

2. (►)  He then rehashes their sins from Egypt all the way to the Promised 

Land. 13-28 

a. They saw His wonders; however, “They soon forgot His works;” 13 

b. 14 “But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, And tested God in the 

desert.” 

c. Many envied Moses -- Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On. 16,17 

d. They built the Golden Calf. 19,20 

e. They forgot God and all of His amazing, supernatural actions! 21,22 

f. They murmured against God as they despised His blessings! 24,25 

g. The result of these sins: He overthrew them in the wilderness! 27,28 
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3. (►)  Then he repeats their sins in the Promised Land. 

a. (Slide #7)  The root of these sins: 

1. (►)  They did not obey God and destroy all of the Canaanites! 

“They did not destroy the peoples, Concerning whom the LORD 

had commanded them,” 34 

2. (►)  Instead, they mingled with them! “But they mingled with the 

Gentiles And learned their works;” 35 

b. (►)  The influence of the Canaanites upon God’s people: 

1. (►)  They influenced them to practice idolatry! 

a. 36 -- “They served their idols, Which became a snare to 

them.” 

b. Israel knew God’s commands! 

c. Ex. 20:3-5 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 4‘You 

shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5you shall not 

bow down to them nor serve them.’” 

d. Ju. 2:11-13 “Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 

the LORD, and served the Baals; 12and they forsook the LORD 

God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of 

Egypt; and they followed other gods from among the gods of 

the people who were all around them, and they bowed down to 

them; and they provoked the LORD to anger. 13They forsook 

the LORD and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.” 

2. (►)  They influenced them to offer their children to idols! 

a. 37,38 “They even sacrificed their sons And their daughters to 

demons, 38And shed innocent blood, The blood of their sons 

and daughters, Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; 

And the land was polluted with blood.” 

b. How depraved do you have to get to convince yourself to offer 

you precious children to an idol god that is not even real???? 

c. Imagine having such a view of your children’s lives! 

d. Talk about warped priorities -- they cared SO MUCH for an 

idol; they devalued human life -- even the lives of their 

children! 

3. (►)  They influenced them to commit fornication. 

a. 39 “Thus they were defiled by their own works, And played 

the harlot by their own deeds.” 

b. This was almost always associated with idolatry. 

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  God’s People Face Similar Temptations Today! 

1. (►)  Are sin and sinners influencing you to practice idolatry? 

a. Is ANYTHING more important to you than God? 

b. Covetousness is idolatry! Col. 3:5 

c. What is covetousness -- being willing to do wrong to take a possession, 

position, or privilege that another has. 
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d. Will you do wrong to please yourself? 

1. Miss worship to do what YOU want to do? 

2. Mistreat someone to attain what is rightfully theirs? 

 

2. (►)  Are sin and sinners influencing you to devalue human life? 

a. Do we advocate, practice, or support abortion of human life? 

b. Do we support those who advocate termination of pregnancy? 

c. Do we get caught up into the thinking that is promoted that animal life 

is of equal value or of more value that human life? 

d. II Jn. 9-11 “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of 

Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has 

both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 
11for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” 

 

3. (►)  Are sin and sinners influencing you to commit fornication? 

a. Are you engaging in sexual intercourse before marriage? 

b. Are you committing adultery? 

c. Do you condone no-fault divorce and promote people living in sinful, 

adulterous relationships? 

d. Oh, it can happen to Christians! It happened at Corinth! I Cor. 5 

1. A man was living with his “father’s wife” (presumably his step-

mother). 

2. The Corinthian Christians did not even blush! 

3. They tolerated this action as if it were fine, moral, and acceptable! 

4. Paul told them to “deliver him to Satan!” I Cor. 5:5 

5. They were to put away this evil person from them and to refuse to 

associate with him! I Cor. 5:11,13 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #9)  How Can Christians Overcome The Influence Of Sin And Sinners 

Upon Our Hearts And Actions? 

A. (►)  Be Determined To Be An Overcomer! 

1. Be determined to please God. 

 

2. REFUSE TO LOSE! 

 

3. REFUSE to give in to a life of sin! 

 

4. Fight the good fight of faith! I Tim. 6:12 “Fight the good fight of faith, lay 

hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the 

good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 
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B. (►)  Pray FERVENTLY! 

1. Eph. 6:10-17 describes the panoply (the whole armor) of God that He has 

given us to overcome the wiles of the Devil. 

 

2. Interestingly, Paul sums up all these weapons by urging Christians to 

combine prayer with the use of this armor. 

 

3. Eph. 6:18 “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 

being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the 

saints.” 

 

4. If you are tempted to sin, PRAY! 

a. If you are tempted to practice idolatry, pray! 

b. If you are tempted to devalue human life, pray! 

c. If you are tempted to commit fornication, pray! 

d. It is amazing how prayer will change your thinking, stop you in your 

tracks, turn you away from sin and toward God, and help you overcome 

every temptation! 

 

 

C. (►)  Fill Your Heart With Truth -- Let Truth Speak To You Every Time Sin or 

Sinners Try To Influence Your Heart And Actions! 

1. Ps. 119:11 “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin 

against You!” 

 

2. Know the Truth; let it speak loudly to you -- “You know right! This action 

is wrong! Obey God!” 

 

 

D. (►)  Flee People, Places, And Things That Tempt You. 

1. Do not flirt with sin and sinners! 

 

2. Certainly do not mingle with them and become like them! 

 

3. God had warned Israel -- Nu. 33:55 “But if you do not drive out the 

inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom you 

let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they 

shall harass you in the land where you dwell.” 

 

4. Ps. 1:1.2 “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2But 

his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and 

night.” 

 

5. I Cor. 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’” 
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6. David, Solomon, and Samson all teach us of the dangers of flirting with sin 

and mingling with sinners -- they could not fathom the consequences of 

their sin upon themselves, their family, and the nation! Sadly their sins 

brought reproach upon them, their family, and God’s people! 

 

 

E. (►)  Realize The Consequences When Sin And Sinners Influence Your Heart! 

1. It can harden your heart! Heb. 3:13 “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any 

of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13but 

exhort one another daily, while it is called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be 

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” 

 

2. You can reject your Heavenly Father and make Satan your Father! 

 

3. Sin and sinners want you to join them in following the Devil and in going to 

Hell -- sin will destroy you (your heart, your convictions, your relationship 

with God, and your eternal home!) 

 

 

 

(Slide #10)  Conclusion: 

A. Christians, Examine Your Heart! Protect It! 

 

 

B. Refuse To Return To A Life Of Sin! 

 

 

C. Be Determined To Be Found Faithful! 


