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“FATHERS DESERVE OUR 

RESPECT AND APPRECIATION!” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Dads, “Happy Father’s Day!” 

 

 

B. Today Is A Special Day In Our Culture -- Father’s Day! 

1. It can be a very painful day for some who have lost their father recently. 

 

2. It can be a very painful day for some who have lost their father and can’t 

seem to move on emotionally. 

 

3. It can be a difficult day for some who have never been able to become 

fathers. 

 

4. Our love and prayers to those who struggle on these important days. 

 

 

C. Today We Celebrate Fathers And Children -- All Of Us Fit It Those Two 

Groups! (We Have New Babies At Washington Avenue And Lots More On The 

Way!!! Thank God!!!) 

 

 

C. On Mother’s Day I Preached A Sermon -- “Mothers And Children -- Count Your 

Many Blessings!” 

 

 

D. Similarly, I Make A Call Today: “Fathers And Children -- Count Your Many 

Blessings!” 

 

 

E. Sermon Title: “Fathers Deserve Our Respect And Appreciation!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Father’s -- Count Your Blessings! 

A. Ps. 127:3-5 “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the 

womb is a reward. 4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of 
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one's youth. 5Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not 

be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.” 

 

 

B. Think How Your Life Has Been Blessed By Having Your Children! 

 

 

C. You May Have Children You Fathered; You May Have Adopted Children. 

 

 

D. Think Of The Blessings: 

1. The excitement of a husband and mother longing for the birth of a child -- a 

tie that binds parents’ hearts SO STRONGLY! 

 

2. Joys they bring. 

 

3. Your heart expands with love! 

 

4. You observe their growth. 

 

5. You see their successes. 

 

6. You see what they become in adulthood. 

 

7. They make your heart proud. 

 

8. They give you grandchildren!!!! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Fathers Have Such Loving Concern For Their Children! 

A. God Has SO MUCH To Say About Father’s In Scripture! 

1. Often it is just talking about a person’s father. 

 

2. Sometimes it is talking about one who is deeply respected in heritage: The 

Jews adored Abraham, their father. 

 

3. Use of “father” in the Bible: 

a. “Father” is mentioned 1135 times in the Bible. 

b. Old Testament usage: 

1. “Father” is used 766 times in the Old Testament. 

2. 752 of those times “father” is referring to a man! 

c. New Testament usage: 

1. “Father” is used 369 times in the New Testament. 

2. Only 96 times (about ¼ of those usages) refer to a man. 
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B. (Slide #5)  The Nobleman’s Concern For His Son! 

1. Jn. 4:46-53 “So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the 

water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at 

Capernaum. 47When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, 

he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he 

was at the point of death. 48Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you people see 

signs and wonders, you will by no means believe.’ 49The nobleman said to 

Him, ‘Sir, come down before my child dies!’ 50Jesus said to him, ‘Go your 

way; your son lives.’ So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, 

and he went his way. 51And as he was now going down, his servants met 

him and told him, saying, ‘Your son lives!’ 52Then he inquired of them the 

hour when he got better. And they said to him, ‘Yesterday at the seventh 

hour the fever left him.’ 53So the father knew that it was at the same hour in 

which Jesus said to him, ‘Your son lives.’ And he himself believed, and his 

whole household.” 

 

2. This is the record of Jesus’ second miracle; like His first recorded miracle, it 

occurred in Capernaum. 

 

3. A nobleman’s son is sick. 

a. The word “nobleman” suggests that he is a “royal official” or “official 

of the king.” He is a man of position and authority. 

b. Having heard that Jesus came to Galilee from Judea, he pled with Jesus 

to heal his son! 

c. When Jesus told him that his wish would be granted, he believed in 

Jesus; he headed back home. 

d. When he returned home, he asked at what hour his son was healed; it 

was the exact hour that he had spoken to Jesus! 

e. His faith also had great influence upon his son and his whole 

household! 

 

 

C. (►)  Jairus’ Concern For His Daughter! Mk. 5:21-43 

1. Mk. 5:22,23 “And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus 

by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet 23and begged Him 

earnestly, saying, ‘My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay 

Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live.’ 24So Jesus 

went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.” 

a. Jairus was a ruler of the synagogue; he was a devout religious Jew. 

b. He saw Jesus as THE ONLY HOPE for his dying daughter. 

c. This story is filled with intrigue, frustration, and concern. 

 

2. As this growing multitude is rapidly progressing toward Jairus’ house, the 

woman with the issue of blood interrupted the deeply concerned group 

headed toward Jairus’ house. Mk. 5:25-34 

a. That had to be SUCH A FRUSTRATION to Jairus. 

b. Yet, nothing is said about him “making a scene.” 
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3. About the time the woman with the issue of blood is healed, people come to 

report to Jairus that his daughter had died; do not bother Jesus any longer. 

Mk. 5:35 

 

4. Jesus told him to not be afraid; rather believe.  He took Jairus and his wife 

and His closest Apostles into the house; Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter from 

the dead! Mk. 5:36-43 

 

5. Do you think Jairus and his family were believers? ABSOLUTELY! 

 

 

D. (►)  The Man Concerned For His Demon-Possessed Son. 

1. Lk. 9:38-43 “Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, 

‘Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child. 39And 

behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so 

that he foams at the mouth, and it departs from him with great difficulty, 

bruising him. 40So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they could 

not.’ 41Then Jesus answered and said, ‘O faithless and perverse generation, 

how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.’ 
42And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed 

him. Then Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him 

back to his father. 43And they were all amazed at the majesty of God.” 

 

2. This father begged for mercy for his son! 

a. A demon possessed his son. 

b. The impact: 

1. He was mute -- unable to talk. Mk. 9:17 

2. The demon would seize him, throw him to the ground, he had what 

appeared to be epileptic seizures (He would foam at the mouth, 

gnash his teeth, and become rigid). Lk. 9:39; Mk. 9:18 

3. The demon tried to destroy the boy by making him fall into the fire 

and into the water. Mt. 17:15 

c. The father pled for the Lord to have compassion upon his son. 

d. Jesus commanded the demon to come out of the boy; as the demon 

exited, the boy convulsed; he appeared to be dead. 

e. Jesus raised him from the ground; he went home with his father. 

 

 

E. (Slide #6)  These Three Fathers Teach Us Why Fathers Deserve Our Respect 

And Appreciation! 

1. (►)  They TRULY ARE fathers! 

 

2. (►)  They care deeply for their children. 

 

3. (►)  When their children hurt, they are deeply touched and concerned. 
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4. (Slide #7)  Even though a man may have significant responsibilities in life, 

his concern for his children should be acute! 

 

5. (►)  Even though a man is a religious leader, he deeply cares for his own 

children! 

 

6. (►)  A good father reaches out to others for help for his child when he 

cannot provide it! 

 

7. (Slide #8)  Concerned fathers will PLEAD for their children’s lives! 

 

8. (►)  The best fathers see the necessity of taking their children to Jesus! 

 

 

F. (Slide #9)  Other Biblical Statements That Show Why Fathers Deserve Our 

Respect And Appreciation. 

1. Fathers have compassion for their children: Ps. 103:13 “As a father pities 

his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him.” 

 

2. Lk. 11:11 “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give 

him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a 

fish?” 

 

3. He corrects us when we need it! 

a. Heb. 12:7 “what son is there whom a father does not chasten?” 

b. Heb. 12:9 “Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, 

and we paid them respect.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #10)  God -- A Father Who Deserves Our Respect And Appreciation! 

A. “Father” In Scripture: 

1. As I mentioned earlier, “father” is used 1135 times in Scripture. 

 

2. Of the 766 times it is used in the Old Testament, only 14 times it refers to a 

Divine Being (13 Times -- God the Father; once to jesus)! 

a. Normally it talks about the father of an individual. 

b. It is used in the sense of Him being the Father of the Jews. 

c. Only once it refers to Jesus when He is called the “Everlasting Father.” 

Is. 9:6 

d. God is NEVER described as the “Father” of Jesus in the Old 

Testament! 

 

3. “Father” in the New Testament: 

a. “Father” is in the N.T. -- 369 times. 

b. It is used to talk about a “father” 97 times. 
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c. Thus, 272 times “Father” refers to God the Father! (John -- 120 times in 

the Gospel of John; 17 in General Epistles = Total 137 (Just over 50% 

of the times in the N.T.! 

d. Jesus continually described God as “His Father!” (More about this in 

tonight’s sermon) 

 

 

B. (Slide #11)  We Can Call God “Our Father!” 

1. Speak to Him in prayer: “Our Father!” Mt. 6:9; Lk. 11:2 

 

2. I Jn. 3:1 “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that 

we should be called children of God!” 

 

3. He is the Father of Christians! 

a. So many passages talk about God being “our father!” 

b. Scriptures: Mt. 6:9; Lk. 11:2; Rom. 1:7 

c. 12 times Paul used this phrase, “Our Father” in writing his Epistles to 

Christians! 

1. Rom. 1:7 “To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 

saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

2. I Cor. 1:3 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

3. II Cor. 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

4. Eph. 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

5. Phil. 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

6. Col. 1:2 “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in 

Colosse: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

7. I Thess. 1:1 “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 

Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

8. I Thess. 1:3 “remembering without ceasing your work of faith, 

labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

sight of our God and Father,” 

9. II Thess. 1:1 “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 

Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:” 

10. II Thess. 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

11. I Tim. 1:2 “To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and 

peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

12. Philemon 1:3 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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C. (►)  How Christians Should Respect And Show Appreciation To God, Our 

Heavenly Father! (Show That We Understand Him As A Father). 

1. (►)  Glorify Him! 

a. Mt. 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

b. Mt.6:9 “Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” 

c. Rom. 15:6 “that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

d. Phil. 2:11 “and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

e. Phil. 4:20 “Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. 

Amen.” 

 

2. (►)  Appreciate His care for all people! 

a. Mt. 5:45 “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes 

His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 

on the unjust.” 

b. Lk. 11:11 “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he 

give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent 

instead of a fish?” with Mt. 7:11 “If you then, being evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who 

is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” 

c. Js. 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 

or shadow of turning.” 

 

3. (►)  Imitate Him! 

a. Mt. 5:48 “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven 

is perfect.” 

b. Lk. 6:36 “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.” 

 

4. (►)  Count your blessings -- He gives His people “good things!” 

a. Mt. 7:11 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good 

things to those who ask Him!” 

b. Think about all the physical, emotional, and spiritual blessings He has 

given to us! 

 

5. (►)  Obey Him! 

a. Mt. 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 

b. He has revealed His Will to Us! 

1. Mt. 16:17 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 

but My Father who is in heaven.’” 
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2. Jn. 5:30 “I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who 

sent Me.” 

3. Jn. 14:24 “the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s 

who sent Me.” 

 

6. (►)  Thank Him! 

a. Col. 1:12 “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.” 

b. Col. 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

 

7. The love, concern, and forgiveness of the father of the prodigal son is a 

beautiful picture of the love, concern, and forgiveness of God for penitent 

sinners! Lk. 15:11-32 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #12)  A Call To Children -- Respect And Appreciate Your Father! 

A. If You Cannot Respect And Appreciate Your Earthly Father, You Can Choose 

Your Spiritual Father! 

1. Will it be the Devil? 

Jn. 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you 

want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand 

in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 

speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” 

 

2. Will it be God? 

Jn. 8:42 “Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love Me, 

for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, 

but He sent Me.’” 

 

3. Ezek. 18 -- every person can make a choice for the direction of his life and 

for his relationship with God! 

 

 

B. Boys And Girls -- Respect, Appreciate, And Love Your Father! 

 

 

C. Teens -- Your Are Excited About Going To Camp. Take Time To Express Your 

Respect And Appreciation Before You Leave Today! 

 

 

D. Live In A Way To Bring Joy To Your Father! Pr. 29:3 “Whoever loves wisdom 

makes his father rejoice,” 
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Conclusion: 

A. Love Your Father; Tell Him That You Do! 

 

 

B. Thank Him For Everything He Has Done And For Every Sacrifice He Has Made 

For You! 

 

 

C. (Slide #13)  Honor God The Father With All Your Heart! 

1. You do so by honoring Jesus! “that all should honor the Son just as they 

honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 

who sent Him.” Jn. 5:23 

 

2. Love and obey Jesus! Jn. 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’” 

 

 

D. Never Let Your Love For Anyone Be Stronger Than Your Love For The Lord! 

Mt. 10:37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.” 


