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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE FALL OF BABYLON TO THE 

MEDES AND THE PERSIANS. 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  The Period Of History We Are Studying Involves Many World 

Empires. 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Previously We Saw The Fall Of Israel To Assyria In 721 B.C. 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  In Our Last Lesson We Saw The Three Attacks Against Judah And 

Jerusalem And The Ultimate Destruction Of The City And The Temple In 586 

B.C. 

1. During the first attack in 606 B.C. Daniel, along with his three friends, 

Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego were taken into Captivity. 

 

2. In the second attack in 597 B.C., King Jehoiachin and many people, 

including Ezekiel, were taken to Babylon. 

 

3. And then in 586 B.C., Nebuzaradan led the Babylonian army against 

Jerusalem. The city and the Temple were destroyed and burned. King 

Zedekiah was blinded and taken to Babylon. Only a small remnant of people 

were left as vinedressers and farmers to care for the land. 

 

 

D. (Slide #5)  Babylon Conquered And Dominated Judah. Most Of The People 

Were Taken Into Captivity. 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  In Tonight’s Lesson, We Will See The End Of Babylon! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #7)  Jeremiah Prophesied That God Would Use Babylon To Punish 

Judah For Her Sins! 

A. Jer. 5:15-17 “‘Behold, I will bring a nation against you from afar, O house of 

Israel,’ says the LORD. ‘It is a mighty nation, It is an ancient nation, A nation 

whose language you do not know, Nor can you understand what they say. 16Their 

quiver is like an open tomb; They are all mighty men. 17And they shall eat up 
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your harvest and your bread, Which your sons and daughters should eat. They 

shall eat up your flocks and your herds; They shall eat up your vines and your fig 

trees; They shall destroy your fortified cities, In which you trust, with the 

sword.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  Jer. 21:4-10 “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will turn 

back the weapons of war that are in your hands, with which you fight against the 

king of Babylon and the Chaldeans who besiege you outside the walls; and I will 

assemble them in the midst of this city. 5I Myself will fight against you with an 

outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger and fury and great wrath. 
6I will strike the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast; they shall die of a 

great pestilence. 7And afterward,’ says the LORD, ‘I will deliver Zedekiah king 

of Judah, his servants and the people, and such as are left in this city from the 

pestilence and the sword and the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 

of Babylon, into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those who seek 

their life; and he shall strike them with the edge of the sword. He shall not spare 

them, or have pity or mercy.’ ’ 8‘Now you shall say to this people, ‘Thus says the 

LORD: ‘Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death. 9He who 

remains in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he 

who goes out and defects to the Chaldeans who besiege you, he shall live, and 

his life shall be as a prize to him. 10For I have set My face against this city for 

adversity and not for good,’ says the LORD. ‘It shall be given into the hand of 

the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.’ ’” 

 

 

C. Jer. 6:22,23 “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, a people comes from the north 

country, And a great nation will be raised from the farthest parts of the earth. 
23They will lay hold on bow and spear; They are cruel and have no mercy; Their 

voice roars like the sea; And they ride on horses, As men of war set in array 

against you, O daughter of Zion.’” 

 

 

D. Jer. 27:1-11 God told Jeremiah to inform the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, 

Tyre, and Sidon, and Judah that He had given them into the hand of the king of 

Babylon. 

 

 

E. Jer. 28:14 “For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘I have put a 

yoke of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him. I have given him the 

beasts of the field also.’” 

 

 

F. (►)  Jer. 32:28-30 “Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give this city 

into the hand of the Chaldeans, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon, and he shall take it. 29And the Chaldeans who fight against this city 
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shall come and set fire to this city and burn it, with the houses on whose roofs 

they have offered incense to Baal and poured out drink offerings to other gods, 

to provoke Me to anger; 30because the children of Israel and the children of 

Judah have done only evil before Me from their youth. For the children of Israel 

have provoked Me only to anger with the work of their hands,’ says the LORD.” 

 

 

G. Jer. 34:2,3 “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Go and speak to Zedekiah 

king of Judah and tell him, ‘Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give this city 

into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 3And you 

shall not escape from his hand, but shall surely be taken and delivered into his 

hand; your eyes shall see the eyes of the king of Babylon, he shall speak with 

you face to face, and you shall go to Babylon.’’’” 

 

 

H. (Slide #9)  Many Would View God Using Assyria And Babylon To Punish 

Israel And Judah As Unethical And Unrighteous. IS God Unethical In These 

Actions? 

1. But man does not understand God’s justice and the Divine demand for 

punishment of sin. 

 

2. (►)  God always promised that He would punish sin. 

a. Dt. 28:32-68 After the “curses” that were promised if Israel turned to 

disobedience, God told about Israel being given overtaken by another 

nation, having their crops, possession, and children taken away, and 

being taken into captivity. 

b. Dt. 11:26-28 “Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse: 
27the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God 

which I command you today; 28and the curse, if you do not obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way 

which I command you today, to go after other gods which you have not 

known.” 

 

3. (►)  Often He used an evil nation to punish one that had received many 

blessings, had many opportunities, had once loved God, but had turned 

away from Him! 

 

4. Obviously Assyria was a much more godless nation that Israel, and Babylon 

was a much, much more godless nation than Judah; on the whole Assyria 

and Babylon were much more idolatrous than Israel and Judah; however 

Israel and Judah had been God’s people; they had turned from Him to 

disobedience, to idolatry, and to every kind of corruption; therefore God 

HAD to punish them as He had promised Moses and Israel that He would 

do if they rejected Him! 

a. (Slide #10)  Why did Israel fall to Assyria? II Ki. 18:11,12 “Then the 

king of Assyria carried Israel away captive to Assyria, and put them in 

Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
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Medes, 12because they did not obey the voice of the LORD their God, 

but transgressed His covenant and all that Moses the servant of the 

LORD had commanded; and they would neither hear nor do them.” 

b. (►)  Why did Judah fall? 

1. Again, because of sin -- they did not hear His Words! 

2. God called Nebuchadnezzar “His Servant” who would punish 

Judah. Jer. 25:8,9 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 

‘Because you have not heard My words, 9behold, I will send and 

take all the families of the north,’ says the LORD, ‘and 

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring 

them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these 

nations all around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an 

astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations.’” 

3. Jeremiah’s sadness and astonishment but awareness that God was 

doing what He had promised: “The LORD has done what He 

purposed; He has fulfilled His word Which He commanded in days 

of old. He has thrown down and has not pitied, And He has caused 

an enemy to rejoice over you; He has exalted the horn of your 

adversaries.” Lam. 2:17 

4. Dan. 9:10,11 “We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our 

God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants 

the prophets. 11Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has 

departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the 

oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been 

poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him.” 

 

5. The prophet Habakkuk struggled with God using an evil king and an evil 

nation to punish His own people! 

a. God’s plans: “For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans, A bitter and 

hasty nation Which marches through the breadth of the earth, To 

possess dwelling places that are not theirs. 7They are terrible and 

dreadful; Their judgment and their dignity proceed from themselves.” 

Hab. 1:6,7 

b. God’s promise about Babylon: “Because you have plundered many 

nations, All the remnant of the people shall plunder you, Because of 

men’s blood And the violence of the land and the city, And of all who 

dwell in it. 9Woe to him who covets evil gain for his house, That he 

may set his nest on high, That he may be delivered from the power of 

disaster!” Hab. 2:8,9 

c. God is in ultimate control of blessing and punishing nations! Hab. 2:20 

“But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence 

before Him.” 
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6. While not a part of the history of this lesson, we are also reminded of God’s 

punishment of Jerusalem and the Temple when the Romans attacked and 

brought about massive destruction. Mt. 24:1-35; Lk. 21:5-33 

a. Even then, the Lord protected His people. 

b. He told His disciples who were in Judea to flee to the mountains when 

they saw armies encircle Jerusalem. Mt. 24:15,16; Lk. 5:20,21 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #11)  There Was Also A Promise That God Would Spare A Remnant Of 

His People! 

A. (►)  Jer. 5:18 “‘Nevertheless in those days,’ says the LORD, ‘I will not make a 

complete end of you.’” 

 

 

B. Is. 1:9 “Unless the LORD of hosts Had left to us a very small remnant, We 

would have become like Sodom, We would have been made like Gomorrah.” 

 

 

C. Is. 10:20-22 “And it shall come to pass in that day That the remnant of Israel, 

And such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, Will never again depend on 

him who defeated them, But will depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, 

in truth. 21The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, To the Mighty God. 
22For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea, A remnant of them 

will return; The destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness.” 

 

 

D. Is. 11:11,16 “11It shall come to pass in that day That the LORD shall set His 

hand again the second time To recover the remnant of His people who are left, 

From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From Elam and Shinar, From 

Hamath and the islands of the sea……16There will be a highway for the remnant 

of His people Who will be left from Assyria, As it was for Israel In the day that 

he came up from the land of Egypt.” 

 

 

E. Is. 37:31,32 “And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah Shall 

again take root downward, And bear fruit upward. 32For out of Jerusalem shall 

go a remnant, And those who escape from Mount Zion. The zeal of the LORD of 

hosts will do this.” 

 

 

F. Ezek. 6:8 “Yet I will leave a remnant, so that you may have some who escape 

the sword among the nations, when you are scattered through the countries.” 
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G. That Remnant Was Spared Just As God Promised: 

1. Ezra 9:8-15 

 

2. Hag. 1:12,13 

 

3. Hag. 2:2 

 

4. Zech. 8:6, 11-12 

III. (Slide #12)  Jeremiah Also Prophesied Babylon’s Fall! 

A. (►)  200 Years Before Babylon’s Fall, God Prophesied About One Named 

Cyrus Who Would Destroy Babylon And Deliver His People From Captivity! 

“Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have held-- 

To subdue nations before him And loose the armor of kings, To open before him 

the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:” Is. 45:1 

 

 

B. Jer. 25:12-14 “‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, 

that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, 

for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will make it a perpetual desolation. 
13So I will bring on that land all My words which I have pronounced against it, 

all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the 

nations. 14(For many nations and great kings shall be served by them also; and I 

will repay them according to their deeds and according to the works of their own 

hands.)’” 

 

 

C. Jer. 42:11,12 Judah Would Return To Its Land After The Captivity. 

 

 

D. Jer. 50,51 

1. 50:18 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I 

will punish the king of Babylon and his land, As I have punished the king of 

Assyria.’” 

 

2. Jer. 50:24 “You have indeed been trapped, O Babylon, And you were not 

aware; You have been found and also caught, Because you have contended 

against the Lord.” 

 

3. Jer. 50:29 “Call together the archers against Babylon. All you who bend the 

bow, encamp against it all around; Let none of them escape. Repay her 

according to her work; According to all she has done, do to her; For she has 

been proud against the LORD, Against the Holy One of Israel.” 

 

4. Jer. 50:35 “‘A sword is against the Chaldeans,’ says the LORD, ‘Against the 

inhabitants of Babylon, And against her princes and her wise men.’” 
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IV. (Slide #13)  The Next Great Empire -- Medo-Persians! (Slide #14)  Babylon Fell 

(Final Events Of The Babylonian Empire) To The Medo-Persians. 

A. (►)  Nebuchadnezzar Succeeded Nabopolassar Who Ruled From 625-605 B.C. 

He Began The Assault On Judah And Jerusalem. 

 

 

B. Nebuchadnezzar (Known As Nabu-kudurri-usur) Reigned From 605 B.C. - 562 

B.C. He Died In 562 B.C., About 24 Years After The Fall Of Jerusalem. 

 

 

C. Nebuchadnezzar Was Succeeded By Evil-Merodach (Known As Amel-Marduk). 

He Ruled From 561-560 B.C. 

 

 

D. Neriglissar (Known As Nergal-shar-usur), Murdered Amel-Marduk. He Was 

The Son-In-Law Of Nebuchadnezzar; He Reigned From 559-556 B.C. 

 

 

E. Labashi-Marduk Succeeded His Father Neriglissar; However He Was Murdered 

By Nabonidus Because He Was Viewed As Unfit To Be The King Of Babylon. 

556 B.C. 

 

 

F. Nabonidus (Nabu-naid), The Son-In-Law Of Nebuchadnezzar, Reigned From 

556 - 539 B.C. 

1. He came to power when he overthrew Labashi-Marduk in 556 B.C. 

 

2. Nabonidus ruled from 556-539 B.C. 

a. He spent much time outside of Babylon. 

b. He entrusted his rule to Belshazzar, his son whom he made prince and 

co-regent in his absence. 

c. Belshazzar was a successful soldier; however, he was not a good 

politician. We read about him in the Bible in Daniel 6. 

 

 

G. (Slide #15)  Babylon Fell To Darius The Mede In 539 B.C. (Cyrus the Great was 

the Persian ruler at this time.) 

1. (►)  God had prophesied that this would happen! 

a. Is. 13:17-19 “Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, Who will 

not regard silver; And as for gold, they will not delight in it. 18Also 

their bows will dash the young men to pieces, And they will have no 

pity on the fruit of the womb; Their eye will not spare children. 19And 

Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, 

Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
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b. Jer. 25:12-14 “‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are 

completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the 

land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will 

make it a perpetual desolation. 13So I will bring on that land all My 

words which I have pronounced against it, all that is written in this 

book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the nations. 14(For 

many nations and great kings shall be served by them also; and I will 

repay them according to their deeds and according to the works of their 

own hands.)’” 

c. Jer. 51:1,11 “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up against 

Babylon, Against those who dwell in Leb Kamai, A destroying 

wind……11Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields! The LORD has 

raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes. For His plan is against 

Babylon to destroy it, Because it is the vengeance of the LORD, The 

vengeance for His temple.” 

d. Daniel prophesied about them in 3 prophecies: 

1. The chest of silver with 2 arms of the great image. Dn. 2:39 

2. The second beast like a bear. Dn. 7:5 

3. Ram with the two horns. Dn. 8:3,4 

 

2. History of the Medes around before the Fall of Babylon: 

a. In 614 B.C., the Medes had rebelled against Assyria; they captured 

Asshur, the capital city of Assyria. 

b. In 612 B.C., they made an alliance with the Chaldeans (Babylon) and 

captured Nineveh (thus Assyria fell)! 

c. In succeeding years, they were an ally of Babylon; however near the 

end of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Persia became stronger and in 549 

Cyrus conquered the Medes -- they became the Medo-Persian Empire. 

They overthrew Babylon in 539 B.C. 

 

3. (►)  It occurred in the days of Belshazzar. Dn. 5 

a. Babylon was captured in 539 B.C. 

b. Daniel realized that it was about to occur: Dan. 9:1,2 “In the first year 

of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was 

made king over the realm of the Chaldeans--2 in the first year of his 

reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years 

specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that 

He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.  

1. Darius is described in Dn. 5:31 “And Darius the Mede received the 

kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

2. He was known as “Gobryas” or “Bubaru”. 

3. He was a governor of Babylon, appointed by Cyrus the supreme 

leader of the Medo-Persian Empire. This Cyrus was known as 

Cyrus II or Cyrus the Great. He reigned from 559 B.C. until he was 

killed in battle in 530 B.C. 

4. He is mentioned several times in the book of Daniel: Dn. 5:31, 

6:1,9,25,28; 9:1; 11:1 
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c. This fall occurred totally unexpectedly in one night! Dn. 5 

1. (Slide #16)  Belshazzar held a drunken feast for one thousand of 

his men of nobility. 5:1 

2. He requested the cups that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the 

destruction of the Temple; his, his nobles, his wives, and his 

concubines began to drink wine from them! They praised their 

gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone for the 

victory over Judah! 5:2-4 

3. (Slide #17)  Immediately a hand began to write on the wall! Dn. 

5:5 

4. Belshazzar was SO TERRIFIED that his knees began to knock! 

Dn. 5:6 

5. The Babylonian “wise men” were called; they could not read the 

message or give the meaning of the message. Dn. 5:7,8 

6. This made Belshazzar even more afraid! Dn. 5:9 

7. The queen came to the banquet hall and told the king that the man 

who had interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams was still alive; they 

should call Daniel. Dn. 5:10-12 

8. Belshazzar offered Daniel great position and wealth if he would 

tell him the message and the interpretation of it. Daniel rejected the 

rewards but offered to tell Belshazzar the message and its meaning! 

Dn. 5:13-17 

9. The message: 

a. God blessed Nebuchadnezzar; however when he sinned God 

made him live like an ox in the field. Dn. 5:18-21 

b. Belshazzar, you knew what happened to Nebuchadnezzar; 

however, you did not humble your heart; in your pride you 

brought out the vessels from the Temple and praised your gods 

who are nothing; you have not glorified the TRUE God! Dn. 

5:22-23 

c. (Slide #18)  Because of your arrogance, here is God’s 

Message! Dn. 5:24-28 

1. “Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and 

this writing was written. 25And this is the inscription that 

was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26This 

is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has 

numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 27TEKEL: You 

have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 
28PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to 

the Medes and Persians.” 

2. God’s Message: “You kingdom will last NO LONGER!” 

10. Amazingly Belshazzar kept his promise and made Daniel third in 

command in the nation! Dn. 5:29 
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11. That night Belshazzar was killed and Darius the Mede who was 62 

years old conquered the Babylonian Empire! Dn. 5:30,31 

a. (Slide #19)  The Bible does not tell how this overthrow 

happened. 

b. Some historians affirm that two deserters from Babylon 

assisted Darius’ army by showing them the best way into the 

city. Thus, Belshazzar had no way of escape, and because of 

the total surprise of the attack, he was easily and quickly 

defeated! 

c. Some believe that the priests of Babylon assisted Cyrus to 

overthrow the city because of their disdain for Belshazzar. 

d. Others suggest that Cyrus had attacked for months; he 

surprised the Babylonians when he put part of his army where 

the Euphrates came into Babylon and others at the place where 

it exited the city. They diverted the river by a canal into a 

basin; as it decreased in depth, as soon as the waters were only 

to the soldier’s thighs, they went through the water and into 

the city. Those in the middle of the city knew nothing about 

the attacks on the outer part of the city; thus, they were 

surprised and destroyed. 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #20)  Lessons From This Event: 

A. (►)  God Is In Ultimate Control Of All Empires! 

1. That does not mean that He controls every ruler or every decision a nation 

makes! 

 

2. However, when a nation becomes corrupt and evil abounds, God will punish 

that nation! 

 

3. Jn. 19:10,11 “Then Pilate said to Him, ‘Are You not speaking to me? Do 

You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?’ 
11Jesus answered, ‘You could have no power at all against Me unless it had 

been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has 

the greater sin.’” 

 

4. By the way, that is as true of the United States of America as of any other 

nation in the history of the world!!!! 

 

 

B. (►)  Holy God WILL Surely Punish Sin! 

1. He will punish it in “EVIL” people. 

 

2. He will punish His own people when they turn away from Him, rebel, and 

live in sin! 
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C. (►)  Prideful Sin Precedes A Terrible Fall! 

1. Pr. 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

 

2. Belshazzar and Haman are two classic examples of the reality of such a fall. 

 

3. CAUTION: It can happen to you and me too! 

 

 

D. (►)  NEVER Revel In Defying God! 

1. Belshazzar gloried in the overthrow of God’s people and the Temple. 

 

2. Oh what a mistake that was! 

 

3. As he reveled in their victory over Judah, he immediately was overthrown 

himself! 


