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THE CHURCH ON A MISSION! 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Question: “What Would You Do, Or How Much Would You Sacrifice, To Tell 

Others About The Gospel? 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  This Week -- VBS Here At Washington Avenue. The Theme: “The 

Church On A Mission!” 

 

 

C. The Book Of Acts: 

1. “Acts Of Apostles” 

 

2. It is NOT a book about the acts of all of the Apostles. 

 

3. It is mainly a history of the works of Peter and Paul. 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Christ Was On A Mission: 

1. (►)  Mt. 1:21 “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 

JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

 

2. He HAD to go through Samaria because He knew He would meet an open-

hearted woman there. Jn. 4:4 “But He needed to go through Samaria.” 

 

3. He passed through Jericho; He paused under a sycamore tree, Lk. 19:4, 

invited Himself to Zacchaeus’ house, Lk. 19:5, and brought salvation to that 

house, Lk. 19:9. After those events Jesus explained His mission: “for the 

Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.’” Lk. 19:10 

 

4. I Tim. 1:15 “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #4)  He Gave That Mission To His Apostles And To Those Who Became 

Believers In Him! 

1. (►)  The 12 Apostles and the 70 had laid the preparatory groundwork for 

the Jews. 
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a. The 12 -- “These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: 

‘Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the 

Samaritans. 6But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 

Mt. 10:5-7 

b. The 70 -- “After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, 

and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place 

where He Himself was about to go. 2Then He said to them, ‘The 

harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.….. And heal the 

sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to 

you.’” Lk. 10:1,2,9 

 

2. (Slide #5)  He gave a final charge to the Apostles and to all future believers: 

a. (►)  Mt. 28:19,20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age. Amen.” 

b. Mk. 16:15,16 “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes and is 

baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 

condemned.” 

 

3. (Slide #6)  And just before He ascended, He told His Apostles, (►)  “But 

you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” Ac. 1:8 

 

 

F. (Slide #7)  The Book Of Acts Shows The Church On A Mission! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #8)  The Church Was Unified In Their Mission! 

A. (►)  They Took The Christ-Directed Mission Seriously! 

1. “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.” Ac. 1:8 

 

2. After His Ascension, they immediately returned to Jerusalem. Ac. 1:12 

 

3. They immediately began to preach in Jerusalem. Acts 2-7 

 

4. Because of the persecution driven by Saul of Tarsus, they scattered and 

began to preach the Gospel in Judea. Ac. 8:1-3 
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5. Ac. 8:4 “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the 

word.” 

 

6. Then they took the Gospel to Samaria! Philip went there to teach. Ac. 8:5-

25 

 

7. After the incomprehensible conversion of Saul of Tarsus, Ac. 9:1-19, he 

began to guide the Jews to a proper understanding of Jesus. Ac. 9:19-31 

a. The Lord staggered Saul to the core; then He sent Ananias to teach Saul 

how to be saved! Ac. 9:1-19 

b. As soon as Saul was converted, he taught Jews that Jesus TRULY IS 

the Christ! Ac. 9:20-22 

 

8. Peter took the Gospel to the house of Cornelius, A GENTILE!!! Ac. 10 

 

9. The scattered Jews who had been in Jerusalem took the Gospel to 

Phoenicia, to the island of Cyprus, and to Antioch. Ac. 11:29 

 

10. The Church at Antioch send Barnabas and Paul on the First Missionary 

Journey. Ac. 12:1 - 14:28 

 

11. After a disagreement with Barnabas, Paul took Silas and embarked on a 

Second Missionary Journey; Barnabas Took Mark To Cyprus! Ac. 15:40 - 

18:22 

 

12. Then Paul and Silas embarked on the Third Missionary Journey. Ac. 18:23 - 

21:17 

 

13. The Lord’s Message to Paul while incarcerated in Jerusalem: “But the 

following night the Lord stood by him and said, ‘Be of good cheer, Paul; for 

as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at 

Rome.’” Ac. 23:11 

 

14. After a harrowing and near deadly trip by ship, Paul arrived in Rome and 

taught Romans, including some in Caesar’s house, the Gospel! Ac. 28:16, 2-

31 

 

 

B. (►)  They Proclaimed Jesus As The Christ And Messiah To The Jews! 

1. Ac. 2:22-36 

 

2. Ac. 5:42 “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease 

teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.” 

 

3. Saul and Apollos, having been unbelievers in Jesus, both came to 

understand that Jesus IS the Christ; they became believers in Him; then they 
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were passionate in try to convince others to know Him and to become 

believers in Him! Ac. 9; Acts 18:24 - 19:1 

 

 

C. (Slide #9)  They Proclaimed The Godhead To Idolaters. 

1. To the idolatrous Lystrans Barnabas and Paul taught God! Ac. 14:15-17 

“and saying, ‘Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with 

the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these 

useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, 

and all things that are in them, 16who in bygone generations allowed all 

nations to walk in their own ways. 17Nevertheless He did not leave Himself 

without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 

seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.’” 

 

2. To the Athenian idolaters, Paul and Silas taught about the living God! Ac. 

17:16-32 

 

 

D. (►)  They Urged Sinners To Come To Christ For Salvation! 

1. The unbelieving Jews at Pentecost: Ac. 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, 

‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins.’” 

 

2. The people of Samaria: Ac. 8:12 “But when they believed Philip as he 

preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, both men and women were baptized.” 

 

3. The amazingly controversial and unconventional trip by Peter to Joppa and 

the conversion of Cornelius and his household! Ac. 10 

a. After receiving the vision of the sheet let down from Heaven with all 

kinds of animals accompanied with the command to “Rise, kill, and 

eat,” three times, after men from Cornelius’ house were knocking on 

the door as the third vision ended, and after meeting Cornelius and 

exchanging stories about their visions, Peter was convinced that God 

wanted Gentiles to be a part of the Church. He said, “In truth I perceive 

that God shows no partiality. 35But in every nation whoever fears Him 

and works righteousness is accepted by Him.” 34,35 

b. And after the house of Cornelius received the Baptism of the Holy 

Spirit, Peter confidently affirmed that they were being invited into the 

Church by God! 47,48 “‘Can anyone forbid water, that these should not 

be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48And 

he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they 

asked him to stay a few days.” 
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4. The Philippian Jailor and his household: Ac. 16:30-33 “And he brought 

them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 31So they said, 

‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 

household.’ 32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 

were in his house. 33And he took them the same hour of the night and 

washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.” 

 

5. The Corinthians: Ac. 18:8 “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 

believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, 

hearing, believed and were baptized.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #10)  They Were Unified: (The Theme For VBS This Week) 

A. (Slide #11)  In Faith In Christ! 

1. They believed in Jesus with ALL THEIR HEARTS! 

 

2. They were willing to leave family, friends, and faith (previous religions) to 

believe in and serve Jesus. 

 

 

B. (►)  In Acknowledging That Jesus Is The Savior Of ALL Men (Not Just Jews)! 

1. At the house of Cornelius, Peter declared, “In truth I perceive that God 

shows no partiality. 35But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 

righteousness is accepted by Him.” Ac. 10:34,35 

 

2. To the unbelieving Jews in Antioch of Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas staunchly 

declared: “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you 

first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting 

life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I 

have set you as a light to the Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to 

the ends of the earth.’” Ac. 13:46,47 

 

3. Paul told King Agrippa about the Message he proclaimed, “that the Christ 

would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would 

proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.” Ac. 26:23 

 

4. And in Rome, he proclaimed, “Therefore let it be known to you that the 

salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!” Ac. 

28:28 

 

5. TRULY, “The Blessed Gospel Is FOR ALL!” 
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C. (►)  As The Family Of God. 

1. Ac. 2:42-47 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43Then fear came upon 

every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 
44Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45and 

sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone 

had need. 46So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 

bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity 

of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 

 

2. Ac. 4:32-35 “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart 

and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was 

his own, but they had all things in common. 33And with great power the 

apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace 

was upon them all. 34Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all 

who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds 

of the things that were sold, 35and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they 

distributed to each as anyone had need.” 

 

3. They cherished the tie that bound their hearts in Jesus! 

a. They treasured the opportunity to be with other believers in Jerusalem! 

b. However, this precious fellowship became a hindrance -- they were 

inwardly focused instead of mission-minded! 

c. Therefore, God used the persecutions driven by Saul of Tarsus to 

scatter them and to make them be about “the Father’s business!” 

 

4. Ac. 8:1 “Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great 

persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were 

all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 

apostles.” 

 

5. The impact: “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere 

preaching the word.” Ac. 8:4 

a. Thus, Philip went to Samaria. Ac. 8:5-25 

b. Then Philip went to the road going to Gaza and taught the eunuch. Ac. 

8:26-39 

c. Then he went to Azotus and preached as he traveled toward Caesarea. 

Ac. 8:40 

 

6. Ac. 9:26-28 Barnabas convinced the Jerusalem Christians that Saul was 

truly converted; he urged them to fellowship him as a brother in Christ. 
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7. The Damascus Christians protected Saul from being killed by his former 

Jewish brethren and allies. Ac. 9:23-25 

a. Jews devised a plot to kill Saul. 

b. The brethren in Damascus, hearing about the plot, helped Saul escape 

the city by lowering him in a basket over the wall. 

 

 

D. (►)  In Respect For Their Roles In The Church. 

1. The Apostles had a vital role. 

a. Others could not supplant that role. 

b. Others could not have the gift of laying on their hands and passing on 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit! Ac. 8:20-22 “But Peter said to him, ‘Your 

money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could 

be purchased with money! 21You have neither part nor portion in this 

matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 22Repent therefore 

of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your 

heart may be forgiven you.” 

 

2. The 7 selected in Acts 6 had different roles; they seem to have had more 

than one miraculous gift (at least we know Stephen and Philip did.) 

 

3. Men and women had different roles in the Church; they respected those 

God-given roles. Women were super-supportive laborers in the Church! 

 

4. All of them saw themselves as Christians on a Christ-ordained mission! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #12)  They Were Unrelenting When Threatened! Threats Were Not 

Going To Stop Them! 

A. Ac. 4:19,20 “But Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right 

in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20For we cannot 

but speak the things which we have seen and heard."’” 

 

 

B. When The High Priest Chastised Them Saying, “We told you not to talk about 

this Jesus any more” Peter And John Replied: “But Peter and the other apostles 

answered and said: ‘We ought to obey God rather than men.’” Ac. 5:29 

 

 

C. Ac. 8:4 “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and 

dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.” 
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D. When Paul Was Stoned And Left For Dead Outside Of Lystra, Ac. 14:19. He 

Went Back Into The City The Next Day Before Departing, Ac. 14:20. And Early 

In The Second Missionary Journey He Returned To Lystra, Enlisted Timothy To 

Travel With Him, Again Taught The Brethren, And Strengthened The Church, 

Ac. 16:1-5 

 

 

E. Why Were They Unrelenting? Because They Believed The Gospel With ALL 

THEIR HEARTS! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #13)  The Mission Of The Church -- “GO!” 

A. (Slide #14)  Teach Men The Gospel Wherever They Travel! 

 

 

B. (Slide #15)  Into All The World (On Earth)! 

 

 

C. If People Colonize The Moon! 

1. REALLY? 

a. There are pragmatists who live day to day; there are dreamers who 

think about possibilities that most of us would never imagine! 

1. Wernher Von Braun -- he was a German engineer who wanted to 

build rockets that would go into space; he came to Huntsville, AL 

and was the pioneer of the American space program! 

2. The 1960’s Hannah Barbara cartoon, “The Jetsons!” 

a. The family of George, Jane, Elroy and their dog Astro lived in 

a primitive Stone Age society where there were dinosaurs. 

b. Yet, they have houses on needles rising high above the earth. 

c. They traveled in flying saucers all around Orbit City. 

d. They worked two days a week, one hour a day (I volunteer!!!!) 

3. Most people thought that all these dreamer ideas are ridiculous -- 

yet, men have been to the moon and sent spaceships to Mars! 

4. Now we have automated cars that drive themselves!!! 

 

2. (Slide #16)  Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed on the moon on July 

20, 1969. Many older people said, “That didn’t really happen! That was all 

staged!” 

 

3. (Slide #17)  Jeff Bezos, the creator and CEO of Amazon and now the 

richest man in the world, is promoting the concept of colonization of the 

moon. He talked about this about two weeks ago on May 25, 2018. 

a. He is the founder of the Blue Origin and plans to build a Blue Moon 

lunar lander. 

b. He has a plan to build a permanent settlement on the Moon. 
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c. He sees this as a place where lots of heavy industry can be done more 

easily on the Moon because of less gravitational pull. 

d. His visionary dream is of millions of people living and working in 

solar-powered space outposts in the Solar system. 

e. He hopes this will occur within 100 years. 

 

 

D. (Slide #18)  If Man Is Able To Live On Mars! 

1. Elon Musk, billionaire architect of Tesla Motors and founder of the Space X 

rocket, wants to send people to Mars by 2024. 

 

2. He has been talking about this since September 2016. 

 

3. He envisions settlements of millions of people Mars by he 2060’s. 

 

 

E. Who Knows If Men Will Ever Colonize The Moon Or Mars -- It Might Occur In 

The Lifetimes Of Some Of Our Young Adults, Teens, Or Children Here Today. 

 

 

F. (Slide #19)  Our Mission: “O Spread The Tidings ‘Round, Wherever Man Is 

Found….” 

 

 

G. Many Of Us Will Never Have The Opportunity To Teach Men Who Have 

Traveled To Or Who Live On The Moon Or Mars; However, We Have A 

Mission To People In Our Sphere Of Contact Daily Here On Earth! 

1. Be about “the Father’s Business!” 

 

2. Be about Our Mission! 

 

3. (Slide #20)  Come to VBS this week to better understand our mission! 

 

 

H. Sadly Men Put Great Confidence In Dreamers And Overlook The GREAT God 

And Our Savior Jesus Christ Who Can Not Only Take Us To The Moon Or To 

Mars; He Can Take Us To Heaven FOREVER! 

1. If you are not a Christian, trust Him and obey Him! 

 

2. Become a child of God today! 


