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DO YOU SET YOURSELF UP FOR 

SPIRITUAL FAILURE? 

 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. Question: What Keeps You Going Spiritually? 

 

 

B. (►)  Question: When Do You Face The Strongest Temptations To Give In To 

Sin? 

 

 

C. (►)  As You Look Backward At Your Life, What Were The Circumstances 

When You Experienced The MOST DANGEROUS TIMES To Fail Spiritually? 

 

 

D. (►)  Do You Set Yourself Up For Spiritual Failure? 

 

 

E. Today: A Study Of Israel -- What Happened In The Times Of Greatest Failure? 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Israel’s Successes And Failures Spiritually. 

A. (►)  They Were SO Blessed By God! 

1. Separated from the last 7 plagues. Ex. 8:22; 9:4 

 

2. Provided for from Goshen to the Red Sea. 

 

3. (Slide #4)  Delivered from Egypt and Pharaoh’s charging army at the Red 

Sea as Moses led them through the Sea. Ex. 14:19-22. 

a. (Slide #5)  Imagine the walls of water on both sides of them! 

b. I Cor. 10:1,2 “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that 

all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all 

were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,” 

 

4. (Slide #6)  They saw the awesome power of God at Mt. Sinai! Ex. 20,24 

 

5. (Slide #7)  They received God’s Law -- the basis of It, the 10 

Commandments! 
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6. (Slide #8)  They received AMAZING blessings during the wilderness 

wanderings: 

a. Dt. 8:3,4 “So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with 

manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He 

might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man 

lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. 4Your 

garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty 

years. 

b. Dt. 29:5,6 “And I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your 

clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn out 

on your feet. 6You have not eaten bread, nor have you drunk wine or 

similar drink, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.” 

c. Neh. 9:21 “Forty years You sustained them in the wilderness, They 

lacked nothing; Their clothes did not wear out And their feet did not 

swell.” 

 

 

B. (Slide #9)  After Spiritual “Highs”, They Seemed Invincible! 

1. After exiting the Red Sea and seeing the Egyptian Army and Pharaoh 

drowned! Ex. 14:31 “Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD had 

done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and 

His servant Moses.” 

 

2. After the terrifying awe of God at Mt. Sinai! 

a. Ex. 20:18 “Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning 

flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when 

the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off.” 

b. When God called Moses up to the Mountain! Ex. 24:16,17 “Now the 

glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six 

days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the 

cloud. 17The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire 

on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel.” 

 

 

C. (►)  Yet, They Often Sinned When Moses Was With Them. (For The Most 

Part, They Seemed To Do Right When Moses Was Around.) 

1. Murmured for water at Marah -- the water there was bitter! Ex. 15:23-25 

 

2. Murmured for food. Ex. 16:2,3 (given manna and quail) Ex. 16:4-36 

 

3. Murmured for water at Rephidim. Ex. 17:2-7 (God miraculously supplied it 

by having Moses smite the rock.) 

 

4. After succumbing to the faithless spies, Israel rose up and declared they 

would go to Canaan and overtake it! They were driven away by the 

Amalekites and the Canaanites. Lev. 14:40-45 
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5. Korah, Dathan, Abiram, And On’s rebellion against Moses led to their 

deaths, the deaths of their families, and the 250 men who allied with them, 

Lev. 16:1-35; when the people murmured against Moses the next day, 

14,700 died from the plague that followed! Lev. 16:41-50 

 

6. Miriam and Aaron murmured against Moses; Miriam was stricken with 

leprosy. Nu. 12 

 

7. When they complained against God and Moses, God sent serpents; many of 

them died. Nu. 21:4-9 

 

8. When they intermarried with Moabite women, God sent a plague and 

24,000 died! Nu. 25:1-9 

 

 

D. (►)  But OH HOW THEY SINNED When Moses Was NOT With Them! 

1. (Slide #10)  The Golden Calf at Mt. Sinai: 

a. God called Moses to come up to Sinai to receive the Law. Ex. 24:16-18 

“Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of 

the midst of the cloud. 17The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a 

consuming fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of 

Israel. 18So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the 

mountain.” 

b. He was gone for 40 days. Ex. 24:18 “And Moses was on the mountain 

forty days and forty nights.” 

c. Not knowing what had happened to Moses, the people asked Aaron to 

make them gods. Ex. 32:1 

d. Aaron made the Golden Calf and put an altar before it. Ex. 32:4,5 

d. God was angry. Ex. 32:7-10 

e. (Slide #11)  Moses pled with God for patience and mercy; however 

when he returned to the camp and saw the idolatrous worship, Moses 

was angry and broke the 2 Tables of Stone. Ex. 32:15-19 

c. The sons of Levi killed 3,000 unrepentant calf worshipers! Ex. 32:26-

29 

 

2. (Slide #12)  The ten spies who went to Canaan; when Moses was not with 

them on that reconnaissance, their faith crumbled! 

a. The twelve spies were made up of one spy from each tribe. Lev. 13:4-

15 

b. They declared that Canaan was a land that “flows with milk and 

honey.” Lev. 13:27 

c. However, the fortified cities and giants caused terror in their hearts! 

Lev. 13:28,29 

d. They declared that Israel was not able to overcome these strong people! 

Lev. 13:31-33 

e. The people’s hearts were crushed! Lev. 14:1-3 



 4 

3. (Slide #13)  After Moses had consecrated Aaron and his sons, Eleazar, 

Ithamar, Nadab, and Abihu, they had to remain at the door of the Tabernacle 

for 7 days. Lev. 8. On the 8th day they were to enter the Tabernacle and 

begin their priestly duties. Lev. 9. On that day Nadab and Abihu offered 

unauthorized fire upon the altar and were instantly killed! Lev. 10:1-7 (It 

may have happened because of the effects of alcohol! Lev. 10:8-11) 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #14)  Circumstances When It May Be Easier For Us To Do Right! 

A. (►)  When Family Members Who Love The Lord Are With You. 

 

 

B. (►)  When You Are In A Worship Service. 

 

 

C. (►)  When You Are With Christians. 

 

 

D. (►)  When You Fear That Someone Might Tell On You Or Chastise You For 

Doing Wrong. 

 

 

E. (Slide #15)  When You Have Just Been On A Spiritual High. 

 

 

F. (►)  When You Have Just Heard And Been Deeply Touched By God’s Word. 

 

 

G. (►)  When You Feel Strong Spiritually. 

 

 

H. (►)  When You Seriously Focus Upon God’s Blessings. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #16)  Circumstances When It Might Be Difficult To Stand Up For God. 

A. (►)  When You Are Outside Your Comfort Zone! 

1. When Israel left Egypt and all its food and finery and entered the travels 

where there was not lots of water and food, they immediately became 

murmurers! 

 

2. When the Apostles were in a small boat on the turbulent Sea of Galilee, it 

was difficult to let faith reign! 
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B. (►)  When You Waver In Trusting God -- His Love, His Care, And His 

Providential Power! 

 

 

C. (►)  When You Get Scared. 

 

 

D. (►)  When You Are Alone! 

1. Peter. 

a. Mk. 14:29-31 “Peter said to Him, ‘Even if all are made to stumble, yet I 

will not be.’ 30Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that today, 

even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three 

times.’ 31But he spoke more vehemently, ‘If I have to die with You, I 

will not deny You!’ And they all said likewise.” 

b. He had so much confidence in his strength; it was false confidence! 

 

2. The Church and Christians -- An AMAZING Spiritual Support Group! 

 

 

E. (►)  When You Are Not With Family Or Friends. 

 

 

F. (Slide #17)  When You Are Not Around Spiritual Leaders That You Respect. 

 

 

G. (►)  When You Are Only With Those Who Have No Loyalty To God. 

1. It is hard for many to stand up for God when no one around them has those 

values. 

 

2. People do not like to be different. 

 

 

H. (►)  When You Are Surrounded By Evil People! 

1. Ps. 10:4 “The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God; God is 

in none of his thoughts.” 

 

2. Lot and his family! II Pet. 2:6-8 “and turning the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an 

example to those who afterward would live ungodly; 7and delivered 

righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 8(for 

that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul 

from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds).” 

a. Sin was openly rampant around them! 

b. Oh how they were influenced to condone and to practice immorality! 

 

3. I Cor. 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’” 
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4. II Cor. 6:14,15,17 “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 

communion has light with darkness? 15And what accord has Christ with 

Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?.....17Therefore 

‘Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch 

what is unclean, And I will receive you.’” 

 

5. Eph. 5:7,8 “Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8For you were once 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.” 

 

6. Eph. 5:11 “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather expose them.” 

 

 

I. (►)  When You Are Over-Confident! 

 

 

J. (Slide #18)  When You Look Back To Your Previous Life And Envy Sin! 

1. Lk. 9:62 “But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand to the plow, 

and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’” 

 

2. “Remember Lot’s wife!” Lk. 17:32 

 

3. Pr. 23:17 “Do not let your heart envy sinners, But be zealous for the fear of 

the LORD all the day;” 

 

 

K. (►)  When Your Heart Stiffens Against God’s Sovereignty -- His Will; His 

Mercy, And His Plans! 

1. Jonah -- God’s prejudiced Israelite Judge who would rather see the 

Assyrians be destroyed than to repent! 

a. Jon. 4:1-3 “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. 
2So he prayed to the LORD, and said, ‘Ah, LORD, was not this what I 

said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to 

Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to 

anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing 

harm. 3Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is 

better for me to die than to live!’” 
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b. Jon. 4:8-11 “And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a 

vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah's head, so that he grew 

faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, ‘It is better for me to 

die than to live.’ 9Then God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be 

angry about the plant?’ And he said, ‘It is right for me to be angry, even 

to death!’ 10But the LORD said, ‘You have had pity on the plant for 

which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a 

night and perished in a night. 11And should I not pity Nineveh, that 

great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand 

persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left--and 

much livestock?’” 

 

2. Job: 

a. It looked like EVERYTHING was against Him! 

b. He lost his children and His possessions! Job 1 

c. He lost his health! Job 2 

d. His wife URGED him to curse God and die! Job 2:9,10 

e. His three friends accused him of being a sinner and ADMONISHED 

him to repent! 

f. It seemed that everyone and everything was against him! 

 

 

L. (►)  When Pride Rears Its Ugly Head In Your Heart! 

1. Pride makes you think you are stronger than you are! 

 

2B. Pr. 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

 

 

M. (►)  When Doubt Creeps In And We Begin To Question The Truth And Are 

Swayed By False Teachers And False Teaching. 

a. Gal. 1:6-8 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called 

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which is not another; but 

there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 

than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.” 

b. II Tim. 4:3,4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, 

they will heap up for themselves teachers;” 
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IV. (Slide #19)  How Can You Strengthen Your Resolve To Be Loyal NO MATTER 

WHAT? 

A. (►)  Build Your Own Faith! 

1. Personal Bible Study, prayer, Bible Classes, and worship are critical to 

growing our faith! 

 

2. Grow your faith; make it solid as a rock! 

 

 

B. (►)  Have A DRIVEN Determination! 

1. Self-discipline is a MUST! 

 

2. It is “virtue” of II Pet. 1:5 -- that “bull dog determination” that is DRIVEN 

to know God’s Will and to live It! 

 

 

C. (►)  Be Around Christians Who Truly Are Committed And Devoted! 

 

 

D. (►)  Have A Joshua Or A Caleb By Your Side! 

1. Surround yourself with those who are determined to be loyal to God NO 

MATTER WHAT! 

 

2. Have comrades who are determined NOT to fail! 

 

 

E. (►)  Work Out Your Own Salvation! 

1. Phil. 2:12 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling;” 

 

2. Be determined that NOTHING will keep you from God! 

 

3. Be determined that NOTHING will keep you from going to Heaven! 

 

4. Refuse to accept failure as an option!!! 

 

5. If you are NOT a Christian, you need to get serious about sin and about 

salvation in Jesus Christ. It is time for you to “work out your own 

salvation!” Make decisions to serve the Lord, to have salvation in Him, and 

to have spiritual success! 


