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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE RETURN TO JERUSALEM 

UNDER CYRUS’ DECREE. 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Previous History: 

1. Remember Babylon’s 3 Attacks Upon Jerusalem: 

a. 606 B.C. -- Daniel and some of the elite youth taken to Babylon. 

b. 597 B.C. -- King Jehoiachin and many more Jews, including Ezekiel, 

taken into Captivity. 

c. 586 B.C. -- Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed. 

 

2. (Slide #3)  Remember Jeremiah’s prophecies that Judah would be in 

Captivity for 70 years: 

a. Jer. 25:11,12 “And this whole land shall be a desolation and an 

astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy 

years. 12‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, 

that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the 

Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will make it a 

perpetual desolation.’” 

b. Jer. 29;10 “For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are 

completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word 

toward you, and cause you to return to this place.” 

 

3. (Slide #4)  Jeremiah also prophesied that Babylon would be destroyed at the 

end of that 70 years. 

a. Jer. 25:12-14 “‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are 

completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the 

land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will 

make it a perpetual desolation. 13So I will bring on that land all My 

words which I have pronounced against it, all that is written in this 

book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the nations. 14(For 

many nations and great kings shall be served by them also; and I will 

repay them according to their deeds and according to the works of their 

own hands.)’” 

b. Jer. 50:18 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 

‘Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, As I have 

punished the king of Assyria.’” 

c. Daniel knew this too! “In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, 

of the lineage of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the 

Chaldeans-- 2in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the 
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books the number of the years specified by the word of the LORD 

through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years 

in the desolations of Jerusalem.” Dn. 9:1-2 

 

4. During the days of Belshazzar while having a raucous feast celebrating the 

overthrow of the Jews Temple, Darius the Mede overthrew Babylon in 539 

B.C. Dn. 5 

 

5. Cyrus the Great was the ruler over the Medo-Persian Empire at that time; 

Darius the Mede was made governor over Babylon. 

 

 

B. (Slide #5)  God Has Promised That He Would Save A Remnant Of His People! 

1. By Isaiah: 

a. Is. 1:9 “Unless the LORD of hosts Had left to us a very small remnant, 

We would have become like Sodom, We would have been made like 

Gomorrah.” 

b. Is. 10:20-22 “And it shall come to pass in that day That the remnant of 

Israel, And such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, Will never 

again depend on him who defeated them, But will depend on the 

LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21The remnant will return, the 

remnant of Jacob, To the Mighty God. 22For though your people, O 

Israel, be as the sand of the sea, A remnant of them will return; The 

destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness.” 

c. Is. 11:11,16 “11It shall come to pass in that day That the LORD shall set 

His hand again the second time To recover the remnant of His people 

who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From 

Elam and Shinar, From Hamath and the islands of the sea……16There 

will be a highway for the remnant of His people Who will be left from 

Assyria, As it was for Israel In the day that he came up from the land of 

Egypt.” 

d. Is. 37:31,32 “And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah 

Shall again take root downward, And bear fruit upward. 32For out of 

Jerusalem shall go a remnant, And those who escape from Mount Zion. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” 

 

2. By Jeremiah: 

a. Jer. 5:18 “‘Nevertheless in those days,’ says the LORD, ‘I will not 

make a complete end of you.’” 

b. Jer. 23:3 “But I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all countries 

where I have driven them, and bring them back to their folds; and they 

shall be fruitful and increase.” 

 

3. By Ezekiel: 

a. Ezek. 6:8 “Yet I will leave a remnant, so that you may have some who 

escape the sword among the nations, when you are scattered through 

the countries.” 
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b. Ezek. 14:22 “Yet behold, there shall be left in it a remnant who will be 

brought out, both sons and daughters; surely they will come out to you, 

and you will see their ways and their doings. Then you will be 

comforted concerning the disaster that I have brought upon Jerusalem, 

all that I have brought upon it.” 

 

4. (Slide #6)  He kept His promise -- that remnant was spared just as He 

promised! 

a. Ezra 9:8-15 

b. Hag. 1:12,13 

c. Hag. 2:2 

d. Zech. 8:6, 11-12 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  All Of These Events Were Precursors To The Jews Returning To 

Jerusalem! This Is Recorded In Ezra 1-4. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #8)  The Edict Of Cyrus. 

A. (►)  God Gave An AMAZING Prophecy About Cyrus! 

1. 200 years before Babylon’s fall, God prophesied about one named Cyrus 

who would destroy Babylon and deliver His people from Captivity! 

 

2. “Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, And he shall perform all My 

pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be built,’ And to the temple, 

‘Your foundation shall be laid.’’” Is. 44:28 

 

3. “Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have 

held-- To subdue nations before him And loose the armor of kings, To open 

before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:” Is. 45:1 

 

4. What a GREAT TESTAMENT to God’s prophetic nature! 

 

 

B. History Of The Persians: 

1. Important Dates Of The Medo-Persian Empire. 

a. Cyrus the Great [Persian Name: Koorush] -- 559-530 B.C. 

1. Under his reign and with the military help of Darius the Mede 

Babylon was captured in 539 B.C. 

2. He let the Jews, led by Zerubabel, return to rebuild Jerusalem in 

536 B.C. 

b. Cambyses II [Persian Name: Cambujieh; Called Ahasruerus in the 

Bible] -- 530-522 B.C. 

c. Darius I [Persian Name: Darryoosh] -- 522-486 B.C. The Temple was 

rebuilt during his reign. 
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d. Xerxes I [Persian Name: Khashayarshah; Called Ahasruerus in the 

Bible] -- 486-465 B.C. 

e. Artaxerxes I [Ardeshier Deraz Dast] -- 465-425 B.C. Nehemiah was his 

cupbearer 

1. 458 B.C. -- Ezra brought that second group of Jews back to 

Jerusalem; there was a great spiritual restoration! 

2. 445 B.C. -- Nehemiah led a third group of Jews back to Jerusalem; 

the walls were rebuilt. 

f. Xerxes II -- 423 B.C. 

g. Darius II -- 423-402 B.C. 

h. Artaxerxes II -- 404-359 B.C. 

i. Artaxerxes III -- 359-338 B.C. 

j. Artaxerxes IV -- 338-337 B.C. 

k Darius III -- 337-336 B.C. 

l. They were defeated by Alexander the Great in 333 B.C. 

 

2. This gives us a list of Persian kings till their fall to the Greeks in 333 B.C. 

 

 

C. (Slide #9)  Biblical Record Of The Decree Of Cyrus: 

1. II Chr. 36:22,23 “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word 

of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred 

up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 

throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 23Thus says 

Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of 

heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at 

Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May the 

LORD his God be with him, and let him go up!” 

 

2. Ez. 1:1,2 “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the 

LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the 

spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all 

his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 2Thus says Cyrus king of 

Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven has given 

me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is 

in Judah.” 

 

3. Phenomenal things about this event: 

a. This was exactly 70 years after the first attack upon Jerusalem. 

1. The attack -- 606 B.C. 

2. Cyrus’ decree -- 536 B.C.  

b. The Lord “stirred his heart” to make this proclamation. 

1. This does not suggest that God MADE HIM DO IT. 

2. However, God used this man’s goodwill toward the Jews to 

providentially open the opportunity for them to return to Jerusalem. 
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3. The Babylonian Empire used Gentile dominion over territories 

they captured including Jerusalem. The Medes and the Persians 

were much more amenable to people being in their own lands; thus 

Cyrus was very encouraging to the Jews to restore Jerusalem. 

c. God commanded Cyrus to build Him a house in Jerusalem! 

 

 

D. (Slide #10)  Cyrus Extended The Privilege To The Jews To Return To 

Jerusalem: 

1. Ezra 1:3 “Who is among you of all His people? May his God be with him, 

and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the 

LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem.” 

 

2. Each person could choose to remain in Babylon or to return to Jerusalem. 

 

 

E. (Slide #11)  Impact Of The Captivity Upon The Jewish Nation. 

1. Three very significant parts of Jewish culture arose during that time; they 

are seen centuries later in the life of the Jews in the days of Jesus Christ and 

the Apostles: 

 

2. (►)  Those significant parts of Jewish culture: 

a. The synagogue -- this was a place of local worship to fill the void of not 

having a Temple. 

b. The scribe -- he was a professional student and teacher of the Law of 

Moses. 

c. The diaspora -- many Jews did not return to Judea; they chose to remain 

where they had lived most of their lives; thus, they remained scattered 

among the nations. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #12)  Assistance Given To The Returnees: 

A. Cyrus Called Upon Those Who Remained In Babylon To Give Assistance To 

The Returnees. 

1. Ez. 1:4 “And whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of 

his place help him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, besides 

the freewill offerings for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.” 

 

2. Some Jews would assist those who were returning; too, the captured 

Babylonians and the Persians who were now in control would have strong 

feelings for the Jews; many of them would assist the Jews for their journeys. 

See Ex. 3:22; 12:35 
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B. (Slide #13)  Cyrus Gave Them The Remaining Articles From The Temple. 

1. Ez. 1:7,8 “King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the house of the 

LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and put in the 

temple of his gods; 8and Cyrus king of Persia brought them out by the hand 

of Mithredath the treasurer, and counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince 

of Judah.” 

 

2. They brought 5,400 gold and silver vessels with them! Ez. 1:9-11 “This is 

the number of them: thirty gold platters, one thousand silver platters, 

twenty-nine knives, 10thirty gold basins, four hundred and ten silver basins 

of a similar kind, and one thousand other articles. 11All the articles of gold 

and silver were five thousand four hundred. All these Sheshbazzar took with 

the captives who were brought from Babylon to Jerusalem.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #14)  Zerubbabel Led The Returnees Back To Jerusalem. 

A. He Is Called Sheshbazzar In 1:8,11. 

 

 

B. (►)  “Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the 

priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up 

and build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 6And all those who 

were around them encouraged them with articles of silver and gold, with goods 

and livestock, and with precious things, besides all that was willingly offered. 
7King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the house of the LORD, which 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and put in the temple of his gods; 
8and Cyrus king of Persia brought them out by the hand of Mithredath the 

treasurer, and counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.” Ez. 1:5-8 

 

 

C. Zerubbabel Took Many People And Animals On This Journey: 

1. He led 49,897 people returned [this includes 42,360 Jews, 7,337 servants, 

and 200 singers. 

 

2. They also had 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. 

 

 

D. Zerubbabel Was The Governor Of Jerusalem; Jeshua Was The High Priest. 

1. In the seventh month, they rebuilt the altar and renewed sacrifices. 3:1-7 

a. They observed the Feast Of The Tabernacles. 3:4 

b. They offered Burnt Offerings and New Moon Offerings. 3:5 

 

2. In the second month of the second year, they all gathered in Jerusalem and 

started the work on the Temple. 3:8-13 

 

3. This was in 536 B.C. 
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E. A Tragic Events Occurred For The Returnees -- Cyrus Died In 530 B.C. 

1. Cambyses ascended to the throne of Persia when Cyrus died. 

 

2. Because of opposition to the Temple rebuilding, Cambyses stopped the 

project; it was stopped for about 15 years! Ez. 4:1-24 

 

3. The work was interrupted until 522. B.C. when Darius came to the throne of 

Persia. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #15)  Why Is This One Of The Great Events Of The Bible? 

1. The Jews finally come to the end of a horrific part of their history -- 

Captivity for 70 years! 

a. And to think that is was because of being punished for disobeying God! 

b. It did not have to be that way. 

 

2. God in His mercy gives the Jews another opportunity to serve Him. 

 

3. The promise to Abraham of a coming Messiah continues; Jerusalem 

continue to be the capital of Israel; the Messiah will come there and 

establish His Kingdom! 

 

 

B. See God’s Hand In All Of This -- Punitive (Punishment); Predictive (Prophetic); 

And Prospective (Imminent)! 


