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“PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS AND 

CONGREGATIONS COOPERATING 

TO GUIDE CHILDREN TO GOD!” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. There Are Some Traits That Are Very Similar In Employees, Pets, And 

Children! 

1. All three have to be appreciated, wanted, trained, taught, and disciplined. 

 

2. If they are not, serious problems arise! 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  Employees: 

1. When employees are appreciated, wanted, trained, taught, and disciplined, 

they are a blessing to a company. 

a. They are content and happy. 

b. They produce well. 

c. They do not waste time. 

d. They earn money for the company. 

e. They deeply appreciate customers -- they see the customer as the 

lifeblood of their job and income, they are courteous and warm to them, 

they assist in any way they can to make the shopping a pleasant 

experience. 

f. They understand that they are to respect and obey the rules. 

 

2. When employees are NOT appreciated, wanted, trained, taught, and 

disciplined, things do not go well in a company. 

a. If unappreciated, they are unhappy and they underachieve. 

b. They will not produce well. 

c. They will waste time. 

d. If untrained, they make lots of mistakes. 

e. If untrained, they are terribly inefficient. 

f. If untrained, customers can see it a mile away and become frustrated. 

g. Customers are lost. 

h. They will disrespect rules and want to do things their own way! 

 

 

C. (Slide #3)  Pets -- Truman, The King’s Dog! 

1. When pets are appreciated, wanted, trained, taught, and disciplined, they are 

a blessing to a family. 

a. They can bring joy. 



 2 

b. They provide companionship. 

c. They are like a part of the family. 

d. You set rules and parameters and they submit to them. 

e. You can have guests and they will not be terrified or trampled. 

 

2. When they are NOT appreciated, wanted, trained, taught, and disciplined, 

things do not go well in a home. 

a. The may constantly beg for food or grab it off of the table. 

b. They jump all over the furniture and people; many guests are very 

uncomfortable! 

c. They pull you around when you go for a walk; they will not be quiet or 

calm. 

d. They slobber all over furniture and coverings; they scratch, mar, and 

destroy furniture, books, etc. 

 

 

D. (Slide #4)  Children: 

1. Children -- WHAT A BLESSING! 

a. Ps. 127:3-5 “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit 

of the womb is a reward. 4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are 

the children of one’s youth. 5Happy is the man who has his quiver full 

of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies 

in the gate.” 

b. How blessed so many of our mothers and fathers have been! 

 

2. Children -- WHAT A BLESSING! WHAT A RESPONSIBILITY! 

 

 

E. Grandparents! 

1. Pr. 17:6 “Children’s children are the crown of old men, And the glory of 

children is their father.” 

 

2. All of us who are grandparents know the absolute DELIGHT of having 

grand babies who grow up SO FAST and are SUCH A BLESSING to our 

lives! 

 

 

F. Congregations Are SO BLESSED To Have Babies! 

1. Some people think about one crying every now and then. 

 

2. Not me -- sign of life! Sign of growth! Sign of the future! 

 

3. Yet, children are a challenge to leaders of congregations! 

a. We owe them the privilege of growing up in a congregation that is loyal 

to Christ! 

b. We have the responsibility to guide them in the ways of Jesus by being 

true to the Word! 
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c. Congregations must live in peace so children will see Christians loving 

one another; thus they will have warm feelings about the Church! 

 

 

G. What We ALL Owe Our Children! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #5)  Preparation! 

A. This Involves Instruction, Training, Coaching, And Guidance. 

 

 

B. How Are Children Going To Know How To Live If They Do Not Get Proper 

Teaching And Guidance? 

 

 

C. Children: 

1. Eph. 6:4 “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 

them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” 

a. Provide the kind of care that promotes growth and development. 

b. Train them with patience, affection, love, and tenderness. 

 

2. Dt. 6:20-24 “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is the 

meaning of the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which the 

LORD our God has commanded you?’ 21then you shall say to your son: 

‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of 

Egypt with a mighty hand; 22and the LORD showed signs and wonders 

before our eyes, great and severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, and all his 

household. 23Then He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, 

to give us the land of which He swore to our fathers. 24And the LORD 

commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for 

our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day.’” 

 

3. Dt. 6:7 “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up.” 

 

4. Dad and mom, THE MOST IMPORTANT education and guidance that you 

will give your children is to know the Lord and His Will! 

 

 

D. Grandchildren: 

1. Ex. 10:1,2 “Now the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go in to Pharaoh; for I have 

hardened his heart and the hearts of his servants, that I may show these signs 

of Mine before him, 2and that you may tell in the hearing of your son and 

your son’s son the mighty things I have done in Egypt, and My signs which 

I have done among them, that you may know that I am the LORD.’” 
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2. Dt. 4:9,10 “Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you 

forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart 

all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your 

grandchildren, 10especially concerning the day you stood before the LORD 

your God in Horeb, when the LORD said to me, ‘Gather the people to Me, 

and I will let them hear My words, that they may learn to fear Me all the 

days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’” 

 

3. Ps. 103:17 “But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 

On those who fear Him, And His righteousness to children’s children,” 

 

4. II Tim. 1:5 “when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, 

which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and 

I am persuaded is in you also.” 

 

5. Grandparents, have a relationship with your grandchildren in which they 

look at you with respect; give them grandparents’ love; also give them 

spiritual direction from God!  

 

6. Let your grandchildren see a life of respect for God and faithful service to 

Him in your life -- a classic Biblical example -- Lois who taught Timothy! II 

Tim. 1:5 

 

 

E. Congregations. 

1. From our Bible Classes and from the pulpit our youth must hear sound 

teaching; our children must be taught facts from the Bible; they must also be 

encouraged to take those facts into the depths of their heart and to be the 

Lord’s follower! 

 

2. As the Lord’s Church, we are be “the pillar and ground of the truth.” I Tim. 

3:15 

 

3. We must give them roots that keeps them faithful when they are in 

Evansville and when they leave to go out into the world. 

 

 

F. There Should Be A Harmonious Voice Between Parents, Grandparents, And The 

Congregation When Children Are Being Raised In Christian Homes And In 

Faithful Congregations. This Should Provide SUCH A SOLID FOUNDATION 

For Children! 
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II. (Slide #6)  Provision. 

A. Obviously Families Have A Primary Responsibility To Provide Financially 

For Children! 

1. Parents: 

a. Lk. 11:11-13 “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will 

he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent 

instead of a fish? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a 

scorpion? 13If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask Him!” 

b. Paul gave a principle about caring for widows that certainly gives 

insight into families caring for family members -- “But if anyone does 

not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he 

has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” I Tim. 5:8 

c. II Cor. 12:14 “For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but 

the parents for the children.” 

 

2. Grandparents: 

a. Pr. 13:22 “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children.” 

b. This does demand lots of wisdom and understanding about the children 

and their personalities -- those who appreciate gifts and use them wisely 

should be assisted; those who feel entitled and who misuse gifts may be 

prodigals. 

 

 

B. Congregations Are To Care For Those Who Have No Support -- Widows And 

Orphans. 

1. God always expressed concern for widows or orphans being mistreated! Ex. 

22:22 “You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child.” 

 

2. God has always been “the helper of the fatherless.” Ps. 10:14 

 

3. And he encourages Christians and congregations to care for them! 

a. Js. 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: 

to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself 

unspotted from the world.” 

b. Gal. 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 

 

 

C. There Is A MUCH GREATER Heritage That Parents And Grandparents Leave 

Children -- Stability In Life, Wisdom For How To Live, And A Deep And 

Abiding Respect For Christ And His Church!! 

1. I hear some young adults speak with great respect for the love in their 

homes, the love for family, and the love for the Lord. 

 

2. We should all live a life that our children would seek to imitate! 
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D. Congregations Need To Leave A Heritage Of Truth, Love For The Lord, And 

Lord For Each Other For Our Children. 

1. Jn. 13:34,35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all 

will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

2. Our children should grow up with the idea of great respect for the Lord, the 

Church, and Christianity! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  Protection! 

A. Children Need Lots Of Caution About Safety, About Dangers In Life, And 

About  

 

 

B. Parents, Grandparents, And Congregations Need To Warn Children Of The 

Spiritual Dangers Of Temptation, Sin, And Error. 

 

 

C. Parents, Grandparents, And Congregations Need To Warn Children Of The 

Physical Dangers Of Things That Will Hurt Them Or Of Things That Will Kill 

Them. 

 

 

D. Parents, Grandparents, And Congregations Need To Warn Children Of People 

Who Pose Dangers To Them -- Those Who Give Foolish Advice; Those Who 

Try To Influence Them To Do Things That Are Wrong; And Predators. 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #8)  Correction: 

A. Caring Families Train Children; They Also Correct Them When They Are 

Wrong. 

1. Parents: 

a. Pr. 13:24 “he who loves him disciplines him promptly.” 

b. Pr. 29:17 “Correct your son, and he will give you rest; Yes, he will give 

delight to your soul.” 

 

2. Grandparents can sometimes in a very quiet way -- sometimes with just a 

sad look -- have so much impact upon the hearts of children who need to be 

corrected! 

 

 

B. Congregations Also Correct Those Who Are Living In Sin. 
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1. Pr. 3:12 “For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in 

whom he delights.” 

 

2. I Cor. 5:11 “But now I have written to you not to keep company with 

anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an 

idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner--not even to eat with 

such a person.” 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #9)  Consolation! 

A. Life Is Not Always Easy For Children; They Often Need A Comforting Ear And 

Comforting Words! 

1. Is. 66:13 “As one whom his mother comforts, So I will comfort you; And 

you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.” 

 

2. The comforting arms of a mother, father, or grandparent can be SO much 

consolation for a child. 

 

 

B. Christian Young People Need Comfort Too! 

1. I Thess. 2:11 “You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly 

and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe; 11as you 

know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a 

father does his own children,” 

 

2. They will fail; they will get discouraged; they need forgiveness, comfort, 

and hope. 

 

3. Prodigals need a father ready to forgive and to welcome them home! 

 

 

 

(Slide #10)  Conclusion: 

A. Parents, Grandparents, And Congregations Must Cooperate To Guide Children 

To God. 

 

 

B. This Involves Preparation, Provision, Protection, Correction, And Consolation. 

 

 

C. All Of These Traits Must Be Combined With Consistency In Our Personal Lives 

And In The Expectation Of A Congregation. 

1. I Cor. 11:1 “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” 

 

2. Live a consistent life that has tremendous influence upon those who see it! 
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3. Church Leaders: Robert R. Taylor, Jr.’s article entitled “He Came When 

Not Expected.” 

 

“As a babe and a boy I attended church at Locust Grove near Bradford, 

Tennessee. David, Billy, and Harrell Davidson also grew up in this 

congregation which is now more than one hundred years old in service 

rendered God. In those days several of us, my family included, were not 

able to afford cars. We either walked or depended on horse-drawn 

vehicles. My dad and I walked, as we cleaned the building and made 

the fires, thus having to be there early. My mother and sister usually 

came in a buggy. 

 

One very rainy Sunday stands out by the marvel of memory. The rain was 

coming down in sheets with, no sign of abatement. Brother Walter 

Peevyhouse was one of our two song directors. He was a good man, a 

godly man, a faithful man. He lived a considerable distance from the 

meetinghouse. The faithful few began to assemble. As service time 

neared he was not yet there, clearly an exception to his regular 

attendance every Sunday. One brother said the weather was too bad for 

even brother Walter to be present. Others agreed. They did not expect 

him. Yet he arrived in his wagon just before service began drenched, 

rain-soaked. I do not remember the text of our study that day, or the 

songs that he led. But I do remember the he was there! It made an 

indelible impression on my youthful, observant mind. 

 

Such dedication helped to crystallize my own determination never to miss a 

Lord’s Day service. In more than fifty years as a Christian I recall 

missing the Lord’s Supper only one time in 1948 and I should not have 

missed that Sunday. I have regretted that one miss ever since. 

 

I thank God for unsung heroes like Walter Peevyhouse, my parents, and 

many other who exhibited in life and teaching just how vastly important 

and imperative faithfulness in worship really is. Their examples put to 

utter shame those who now miss at the drop of a hat for any trivial 

excuse (not reason). Now a rain cloud on the distant horizon can keep 

an entire family at home on Sunday but never from school or work on a 

weekday when that cloud produces what we used to call on the farm a 

‘gully washer’!” 
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4. Adam Faughn’s Article: “The Goal Of Christian Parenting In One 

Statement.” 

 

“It is not easy to be a parent, and it seems to be more and more difficult to 

be a Christian parent each day. As our society drifts further away from 

Biblical principles and purity, instilling those things in our children 

only becomes more against the grain. But have you ever thought that 

the entire goal of being a Christian parent can be summarized in just 

one statement? That said, it is a statement that every Christian dad and 

mom need to have in mind with every decision they make. 

 

It is a statement you emphasize when you tell your child that they will not 

dress like everyone else, but will protect the purity of their body in an 

increasingly immodest fashion world. 

 

It is a statement that you under-gird when you take your child off the ball 

field in the late innings of the semifinal game because he or she is 

going to go to Wednesday night Bible study and learn about the Lord. 

 

It is a statement you are prioritizing each time you and your family sit down 

and have a family Bible time, instead of filling your evening with one 

more activity away from home, or just another night vegging in front of 

the TV or video game system. 

 

It is a statement you are making when you refuse to let your kids go to the 

school dances, no matter how popular they may be, even among other 

people at church, because you know the mood of a night like that is one 

that is not conducive to pure thoughts. 

 

It is a statement you are building into them each time you leave the theme 

park on vacation to go to Sunday night services, instead of staying away 

because you are away from home. 

 

It is a statement that you are emphasizing when you refuse to watch just any 

movie, no matter how often your kids ask, because you will not let your 

children be entertained by the types of things that put Jesus on the 

cross. 

 

So, what is this statement? What is the goal of Christian parenting? 

 

It’s a statement that you will not make. It’s not even a statement that your 

kids will make. It’s a statement that you will pray every day you hear 

Jesus Himself make to your children: ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant.’ (Matt. 25:21).” 


