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 “GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE COMPLETION OF THE NEW 

TEMPLE UNDER ZERUBBABEL.” 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Study Of The Great Events Of The Bible We Saw The Decree Of 

Cyrus That Allowed The Jews Return To Jerusalem. 

1. What was amazing -- Almost 200 years before he existed, God made a 

decree about a man named Cyrus who would destroy Babylon and deliver 

His people from Captivity. Is. 44:28; 45:1; II Chr. 36:22,23; Ez. 1:1,2 

 

2. Cyrus reigned in Persia from 559-530 B.C. 

 

3. This decree was exactly 70 years after the first attack on Jerusalem! 

a. The attack -- 606 B.C. 

b. Cyrus’ decree -- 536 B.C. 

 

4. He extended the privilege to any Jew who would like to return -- each 

person could choose to remain in Babylon or to return to Jerusalem. 

 

5. (Slide #3)  The returning Jews were given provisions and the articles of the 

former Temple that Nebuchadnezzar had captured. Ez. 1:7-11 

 

6. Zerubbabel led them back to Jerusalem. He became the governor over 

Jerusalem. Ez. 1:8,11 

 

7. Again, I remind you that this was in 536 B.C. 

 

 

B. (Slide #4)  However, A Tragic Event Occurred -- Cyrus Died In 530 B.C. 

1. Cambyses ascended to the throne of Persia when Cyrus died. 

 

2. Because of opposition to the Temple rebuilding, Cambyses stopped the 

project; it was delayed for about 10 years! Ez. 4:1-24 

 

3. The work was interrupted until 522. B.C. when Darius came to the throne of 

Persia. [This is not the Darius the Mede of Daniel 5-11.] 

 

 

C. (►)  Tonight, The Next Great Event In The History Of The Bible -- The Temple 

Is FINALLY Rebuilt! 
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I. (Slide #5)  The Rebuilding Of The Temple Begins. 

A. (►)  Thirteen Months After Returning To Jerusalem, The Work To Rebuild The 

Temple Began. Ez. 3:8 

 

 

B. (►)  Diametrically Opposite Emotions And Reactions Occurred As Builders 

Laid The Foundation Of The Temple. Ez. 3:10-13 

1. The builders labored. 10 

 

2. (Slide #6)  The priests with trumpets and the sons of Asaph (of the tribe of 

Levi) with cymbals praised God! 11 

a. They sang responsively (some sang a message; others responded to it). 

1. These are called responsive or antiphonal songs or Scriptures. 

2. A singer sings a line; the congregation responds. 

3. Psalm 136 is a classic example: 

a. Verse 1 says, “Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever.” 

b. The leader or leaders who sing the first phrase; the 

congregation would reply “For His mercy endures forever.” 

c. Every verse of the twenty-six verses in this chapter end with 

the reply “For His mercy endures forever.” 

4. II Chron. 7:6 seems to refer to this kind of song: “And the priests 

attended to their services; the Levites also with instruments of the 

music of the LORD, which King David had made to praise the 

LORD, saying, "For His mercy endures forever," whenever David 

offered praise by their ministry. The priests sounded trumpets 

opposite them, while all Israel stood.” 

b. They praised the LORD and thanked Him. 

c. Their song: “For He is good, For His mercy endures forever toward 

Israel.” 

 

3. The people shouted praised to the LORD because the foundation of the 

Temple was laid! 11 

 

4. (Slide #7)  The elderly priests, Levites, and Jews who had seen Solomon’s 

Temple wept loudly!! 12 

 

5. The shouts were so loud and the weeping was so loud that it was impossible 

to discern the noise of joy from the noise of weeping! 13 

 

 

C. (Slide #8)  The Main Thing -- The Work To Rebuild The Temple Has 

Begun!!!!! 
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II. (Slide #9)  Oppositionists Halted The Work On The Temple. 

A. (►)  Cyrus Allowed The Jews, Led By Zerubbabel, To Return To Jerusalem. 

536 B.C. 

 

 

B. (►)  What An Exciting Time This Was For The Jews -- The Work Began And 

Continued For 6 Years Until Cyrus Died In 530 B.C. 

 

 

C. (Slide #10)  The Reactions Of The Opponents Of The People Of Judah And 

Benjamin: Ez. 4 

1. (►)  First, they asked Zerubbabel if they could assist the building. 4:2 [They 

had been expatriated to this land by Esarhaddon, the King of Assyria.] 

 

2. Zerubbabel rebuffed their offer; the returnees were obeying Cyrus’ decree; 

more importantly, they were building a Temple for their God! 4:3 

 

3. (►)  Then the opponents tried to discourage them; these opponents 

hindered the rebuilding from the days of Cyrus until the days of Darius. 4:4-

23 

a. They convinced Cambyses who succeeded Cyrus to halt this effort. 

530-520 B.C. [He is called Ahasuerus in verse 6 and Artaxerxes in 

verse 7. 

b. They hired counselors who fought against this project. 5 

c. They wrote a letter to the King of Persia 6-16 

1. It was addressed from those who had been taken captive and re-

settled in Samaria and east of the Jordan River. 6-10 

2. The message of the letter: 

a. These Jews have returned here to rebuild the rebellious and 

evil city of Jerusalem. 12 

b. If the city is rebuilt and the walls are completed, they will no 

longer pay taxes to you! 13 

c. We do not want you to be dishonored! 14 

d. Read the history books of your fathers; you will be that these 

Jews have always been rebellious, have been a threat to kings 

and provinces, and have aroused seditions in the past. 15 

e. If you allow the rebuilding of this city, you will no longer have 

control over this land! 16 

d. The King’s return letter: 17-22 

1. We have researched the history of Jerusalem; these people have 

always fostered revolt, rebellion, and sedition. 19. Too, they have 

refused to pay tax, tribute, and custom to those who capture them. 

20 

2. The work on the city is to cease immediately! 21,22 

e. (►)  Armed with authority from the King of Persia, these opponents 

used force to make the work of rebuilding Jerusalem cease! 23 
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4. Thus the work ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius. 24 [This 

was in 520 B.C.] 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #11)  The Work On The Temple Is Resumed! 

A. (Slide #12)  Two Of God’s Prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, Incited The Jews 

To Get Busy Rebuilding Jerusalem! 5:1 

1. Haggai returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel. 

 

2. He urged Zerubbabel and the people to resume building the Temple. 

 

3. Zechariah, a contemporary of Haggai, was a priest and prophet. 

 

4. God used these men to “stir up” the people and to encourage them to get 

back to work! 5:1,2 

 

 

B. (Slide #13)  Zerubbabel Restarted The Rebuilding Of The Temple. 5:2 

1. (►)  This was in 520 B.C. 

 

2. (►)  Tattenai, the Persian governor, demanded to know who gave them the 

authority to build this building and to work on the wall. 5:3,4 

 

3. The governor could not force them to cease the work until he heard from 

Darius, the King. 5:5 

 

4. The letter Tattenai wrote Darius: 5:6-16 

a. The Jews are again working on the Temple. 5:8 

b. When we asked by what authority they were doing this, they replied, 

“We are servants of God and we are rebuilding the temple that a great 

king of Israel completed. Because our fathers provoked God to wrath, 

He gave them into Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian’s hand. 

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed this temple and carried the people to 

Babylon. However, Cyrus issued a decree in his first year of reign that 

this house was to be rebuilt; he restored the gold and silver vessels that 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken; he established Sheshbazzar (Zerubbabel) as 

the governor and decreed that he should rebuilt the Temple of God on 

its former site. Sheshbazzar came to Jerusalem and laid the foundation 

of the Temple; however, it has not been finished.” 5:9-16 

 

5. Search should be made in the King’s Treasure House in Babylon to see if 

such a decree was ever issued by King Cyrus to build this house of God in 

Jerusalem. 5:17 
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6. King Darius had the archives searched and a scroll was found that recorded 

the decree that Cyrus gave. Ez. 6:1-2. It stated that: Ez. 6:3-5 

a. The Temple was to be rebuilt. 3 

b. It was to be 60 cubits long and 60 cubits wide. 3 

c. It was to have three rows of stones and one row of new timber. 4 

d. It was to be funded from the king’s treasury. 4 

e. All the gold and silver that Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon had 

taken was to be given to the returnees to be place in the rebuilt Temple. 

5 

 

7. (►)  King Darius ordered Tattenai the governor and his companions to: Ez. 

6:6-12 

a. Stay away from the Jews the work on the Temple. 6 

b. Allow Zerubbabel and the Jews to continue to rebuild the house in 

Jerusalem! 6-7 

c. Provide funds from the taxes gathered east of the Jordan to subsidize 

this project. 8 

d. Give them provisions for their burnt offerings and for their daily 

sacrifices so they can be a sweet smelling aroma to God. 9,10 

e. Obey this order -- if anyone refused to obey it, a timber would be taken 

from his house, he would be hung on it, and his house would be totally 

destroyed and left as a refuse heap! 11 

f. He calls upon God to destroy any king or people who try to alter this 

decree of destroy the Temple! 12 (What an amazing decree from a 

Persian Emperor! 

 

8. The oppositionists favorable responded to Darius’ decree. 13 

 

9. The Jews, encouraged by their elders and God’s prophets, Haggai and 

Zechariah, continued the work on the Temple and completed it as God had 

commanded and as God providentially used Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes 

to enable that work to begin, continue, and be completed. 14 

 

 

C. (Slide #14)  The Temple Was Completed In The 6th Year Of The Reign Of King 

Darius! Ez. 6:15 

1. This was 516 B.C. 

 

2. This was exactly 70 years after Solomon’s Temple had been destroyed by 

Nebuchadnezzar! Again Jeremiah’s prophecies were absolutely true! 

 

 

D. (►)  The Temple Was Dedicated. Ez. 6:16-22 

1. The children of Israel, the priests and Levites and others who had come out 

of the exile joyously celebrated the dedication of the Temple. 16 

 

2. A great dedication feast was conducted making hundreds of sacrifices. 17 
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3. The priests and Levites were given their works as Moses had ordained in the 

Law. 18 

 

4. They observed the Passover, 19, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 20-22 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #15)  Why Is The One Of The Great Events Of The Bible? 

A. (►)  God Proved That He Had Not Forsaken His People! 

1. They rebelled against Him; He punished them as He had promised since He 

chose them and gave them the Law of Moses. 

 

2. However, He promised that He would remember His Covenant if they 

repented. 

 

3. Deut. 4:30,31 “When you are in distress, and all these things come upon you 

in the latter days, when you turn to the LORD your God and obey His voice 
31(for the LORD your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor 

destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to 

them.” 

 

 

B. (►)  A House For His Presence Again Existed In Israel. 

1. David longed to build God a house; Solomon was allowed to build It. 

 

2. God’s presence, the Shekinah, resided in the Most Holy Place! 

 

3. Now, a place for that Shekinah existed again. 

 

 

C. (Slide #16)  The Prophetic Messages Were True And They Were Fulfilled! 

1. Those prophetic statements by Daniel about 70 years absolutely came to 

pass. 

 

2. From the time of the first attack on Jerusalem until the first returnees came 

back was 70 years! 

 

3. From the time of the destruction of the Temple to the completed rebuilding 

of the Temple was 70 years! 
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D. (►)  God’s Providential Use Of The Persian Rulers To Allow The Jews To 

Return To Jerusalem And To Rebuild The Temple In Spite Of Strong 

Opposition Shows His Hand At Work In Protecting And Preserving Them! 

1. Through the prophet Isaiah, God had prophesied about Cyrus almost 200 

years before he existed in the world! 

 

2. Darius respected God and reversed the commands of Cambyses to halt the 

work on the Temple. 

 

3. It is interesting how these two Gentile Kings had reverence and respect for 

the true God of Heaven! 

 

 

E (►)  God Rejoices When His People Repent And Return To Him! (Do You 

Need To Do That Tonight?) 


