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Leadership Begins by Being a Servant! 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction: 
 
I. Today, will be marked in the history of our congregation as we install Danny Weddle into the 

role of one of our elders. 
 

A. Danny has been in this role before and knows the importance of the work of an elder, 
plus he understands the delight of serving the Lord in this capacity; he also understand 
the headaches that sometime comes with this position. 

 
B.  Danny, I am going to ask you and Blossom to stand. 
 
C. This congregation knows your heart for serving the Lord.  We know your heart for 

evangelism and mission work.  We know your desire to keep this congregation faithful 
to the Word of God.  We know that you will serve honorably as an elder to this 
congregation. 

 
D. Thank you for being willing to step back into this role serving Deity and this 

congregation! 
 
E. And from this point forward we recognize your service to this congregation as an elder.  

May God bless you and the rest of our elders! 
 

II. There are a lot of different concepts concerning the role of an elder.   
 

A. Some will look at an elder as a leader and indeed elders are leaders.  Others see the 
responsibility of an elder being an overseer or shepherd to the flock 

 
B. As we get into our sermon this morning, I want to remind you of the lesson I did a 

couple of weeks ago when giving the report concerning the Teen Campaign. 
 

1. In that lesson we talked about being servants of God! 
 
2. And of course our young people indeed were servants as they labored in 

fulfilling various jobs and responsibilities for the Central Texas Children’s Home. 
 

3. We also spoke of how Christ desires us to be servants for Him and when we 
serve others then we are indeed serving Him. 
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 Matthew 25:40 
 “‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My 

brethren, you did it to Me.’” 
 

4. So, hopefully you benefitted from that lesson and it challenged you be serve 
others more and therefore being a better servant of the Lord’s. 
 

 

C. In our world, a servant is not considered to be the leader or the boss! 
 

1. A servant is a slave!  They do the jobs that are considered minimal or least 
appealing. 

 
2. And others look down upon the servant for not just fulfilling the least important 

jobs but they also see the person as being of lesser importance.  Not only is 
their job not important but they themselves are not important.  

 
C. Yet, the concept of being a slave or a servant from a Biblical perspective is totally 

different! 
 

1. Jesus stated to his Apostles that if they wanted to truly be great in His church 
then they ought to be servants first! 

 
 Mark 9:35 
 “And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone desires to be 

first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 
 
 Mark 10:43 
 “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among 

you shall be your servant.” 
 
2. This was Jesus’ attitude!  He did not come to this earth to be served but rather 

he came to serve others.  (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45) 
 

D. So our Lord, the head of the Church, is a servant us and we are to follow His example 
and be servants to others. 

 
1. Remember in the upper room where Jesus washed the Apostles’ feet, he was 

being a servant to them; He related that they should follow His example. 
 

John 13:15 
 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.” 
 
2. This is a directive for all leaders in the church must considered and follow! 
 
3. Serving others is what makes great leaders! 
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III. Yet recognize that all of us ought to be servants, this is a directive of all Christians. 
 

A. So elders are our leaders in the church, yet this means they are servants working for us. 
 

1. The Lord established the local congregations to have elders so that they can rule 
over that particular congregation. 

 
a. Paul encourages us to remember and be submissive to those that rule 

over us because they watch after our souls.  (Hebrews 13:7, 17) 
 
b. Paul also relates that elders who “rule well” ought to be given “double 

honor” because they “labor in the word and doctrine.”  (I Timothy 5:17) 
 
c. So elders are leaders that deserve our appreciation because they are 

servants to us and to the Lord. 
 

2. But because all of us ought to be servants, then we ought to all be leaders as 
well. 

 
a. This does not mean that we usurp someone else’s authority!  If I am not 

an elder then indeed abide in their directions. 
 
b. However as a servant in the church whatever my role is the church, then 

I first ought to be serving in the role, which makes me an example for 
others to follow. 

 
c. That makes me a leader! 
 

1) Sharon Austin cannot be in the role of an elder, however she is 
a great leader in the Ladies’ Bible Classes. 

 
2) Caleb McDowell is not in the role of a deacon, however he can 

be an awesome leader within the Youth Group! 
 

d. Everyone of us ought to be servants in the Lord’s Church and as servants 
then we are leaders in His Church! 

 
IV. What I want to do in our lesson this morning is to look at the life of Joshua from the Old 

Testament. 
 

A. I want us to recognize that he was a servant and therefore a leader for God. 
 

B. Joshua had been leader long before he took the role that Moses vacated. 
 

1. Many remember Joshua as the leader of Israel after Moses died.  He was the 
one that lead Israel into the Promised Land, conquering the land, and leading 
Israel into righteousness and godliness. 
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2. However, if we examine Joshua’s life we will recognize that he was a leader long 

before the day that God called him to be the man to lead Israel into Canaan. 
 
3. Let us notice Joshua’s life as a man that wanted to be a leader by being a godly 

servant. 
 

 

Text: 
 
Joshua 1:1-9 
“After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke to Joshua the 
son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying: 
“Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the 
land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel. 
Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. 
From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory. 
No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 
Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them. 
Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses 
My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper 
wherever you go. 
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that 
you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have good success. 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 
Discussion: 
 
I. Joshua was a man that sought after God and was God’s servant at a young age. 
 

A. We are first introduced to Joshua after Israel had crossed the Red Sea and was traveling 
towards Mount Sinai. 

 
1. On this journey the people of Israel came to Rephidim and you will remember 

that the people had no water and God had water come from a rock that 
supplied all the people and their livestock.  (Exodus 17:1-7) 

 
2. This is when the Amalekite army came and fought against Israel.  (Exodus 17:8-

13) 
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a. This is the time in which Moses held up his arms and hands and as long 
as he did Israel was winning the battle.  However if he dropped his arms 
and hands then Israel would lose the battle. 

 
b. You will remember that Aaron and Hur literally held Moses’ hands up so 

that Israel would defeated Amalek. 
 

3. Yet, we are introduced to Joshua at this time. 
 

a. Moses choose Joshua to be the commander or the leader of the Israel 
army. 

 
b. And from this point we recognize that Joshua is someone that Moses 

depends upon and even is called in Scripture as Moses’ assistant.  
(Exodus 24:13) 

 
B. Later in Exodus the Bible refers to Joshua has being a young man! 
 

1. After Israel sinned at Mount Sinai, Moses speaks with the Lord at the Tabernacle 
concerning what would happen to Israel and Joshua is with him. 

 
2. It is at this time that Joshua is referred to as a “young man.” 

 
Exodus 33:11 

 “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he 
would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, 
did not depart from the tabernacle.” 

 
C. We have seen what Joshua has already done in being a leader for Israel, he is the 

commander of the army and an assistant to Moses, yet he is still a young man. 
 

1. Our young people in order to be great leaders in the church in the future, need 
to be leaders in the church right now! 

 
a. We have some awesome young people that have some awesome 

talents. 
 
b. We need to encourage our young people to be honorable and 

dependable right now and to use their talents right now for the Lord. 
 

2. Solomon reminds our young people to “remember now your Creator in the days 
of your youth…”  (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 

 
a. I believe many times we sell our young people to short in what they can 

do and accomplish. 
 
b. We do not have future song leaders, future speakers, future leaders of 

worship; WE HAVE THEM RIGHT NOW and we ought to be using them! 



6 
Washington Avenue Church of Christ – 08-19-18 





 
c. This is one of the reasons that I am looking forward to our Lads 2 

Leaders program.  It is a way in which our young men and women can 
use their God given talents for the Lord and His church! 

 
3. As a younger man, Joshua was the commander of Israel’s army and he was an 

assistant to Moses.  He was already a leader and our young people should be 
leaders today for God! 

 
 

II. Joshua while a young and zealous leader made some mistakes! 
 

A. On one occasion God allow seventy men in Israel to prophesy yet two of these men 
prophesied outside of the Tabernacle.  (Numbers 11:24-30) 

 
1. Someone told Moses of these two men who were speaking for God however 

they were doing so in the camp of Israel. 
 
2. In his zeal to keep the Tabernacle holy or set apart, Joshua encouraged Moses 

to forbid these two men from prophesying in the camp. 
 
3. Moses carefully corrected Joshua and even related that it would be a great 

blessing if all the people of Israel were able to prophecy and present God’s 
Word. 

 
B. The Apostle John made a similar mistake when a single disciple other than the Apostles 

were casting out demons by the authority of Christ.  (Mark 9:38-40) 
 

1. John forbid the man from performing this miracle because he was not physically 
among the other disciples of Jesus. 

 
2. However, the Lord rebukes John telling him that no one who works a miracle in 

His name could speak evil of Him.  (Mark 9:39) 
 

C. Joshua and John’s hearts were in the correct place however their zeal and impulsiveness 
caused them to make the mistake of being critical of others before understanding all the 
facts. 

 
D. Two lessons for us today: 
 

1. We must learn from Joshua and John’s mistakes to be careful that our zeal is 
always tempered with patience, love, knowledge, and understanding! 

 
2. Plus, we need to be patience with our young leaders who with zeal and good 

intentions, quickly jump to conclusions and actions before gathering all the 
necessary information to make wise decisions. 
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III. As we look at the life of Joshua we see that he expressed great faith in God! 
 

A. As Israel moved closer to the Promised Land, Moses sent twelve spies into the land to 
give a report of the territory and what was waiting for them.  (Numbers 13-14) 

 
1. Each tribe of Israel selected an individual to be one of the spies and Joshua was 

chosen from the tribe of Ephraim. 
 
2. These men made their survey of the land and can back with glowing information 

about its wonder and beauty. 
 
3. However ten of these spies related that the inhabitants were too large and too 

strong for them to conquer.  They related that the people of Canaan were giants 
and that Israel was like grasshoppers in their eyes.  (13:28, 33) 

 
4. Joshua and Caleb were the only two from the twelve spies that had faith in God 

that Deity would be with them and that they could take the land. 
 

B. Because of Joshua and Caleb’s faith, they were the only adults of that generation that 
were able to enter into the Promised Land! 

 
C. We need to have a faith that equates with that of Joshua’s (and Caleb’s) and we must 

trust the Lord and believe upon the great and wonderful promises that He has given of 
our spiritual Promised Land. 

 
D. Jesus taught His Apostles of the strength and power that is found in just a small bit of 

faith! 
 
 Matthew 17:20 
 “So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have 

faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

 
IV. Due to Joshua’s faith and his service, God used him to accomplish a great and awesome work! 
 

Deuteronomy 31:7 
“Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of good 
courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers 
to give them, and you shall cause them to inherit it.” 
 
A. Joshua was not a last minute choice to become the individual to lead Israel into the 

Promised Land. 
 

1. He had already proven himself to be a dedicated leader for the Lord.  He was 
already one, even from his younger days. 

 
2. Today, we install Danny Weddle as one of our elders here at Washington 

Avenue. 
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a. Yet, Danny has been a servant leader for the Lord for many years! 
 
b. It is my prayer that our young people, our young adults, our new 

husbands and wives, our fathers and mothers, and even our older folks 
will see the necessity to be leaders in whatever areas which you are 
involved… Right NOW! 

 
 

B. We all must be dedicated servants, leaders for the Lord. 
 

1. And as you grow and learn, let me encourage you to be prepared to step up as a 
servant of God filling those roles that God gives you to accomplish! 

 
2. Joshua did not become the leader of Israel overnight!  He was preparing himself 

by being a servant and leader for his entire life! 
 
3. When we do the same there is no telling what great and honorable service we 

can fulfill for the Lord! 
 
 Romans 12:1-2 
 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 

 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.” 

 
Conclusion: 
 
I. Joshua offers us some lessons that we need to heed to in our own lives. 
 

A. He sought to be a leader for the Lord in his youth! 
 
B. He was zealous and sometimes made mistakes, but through patience and knowledge he 

continued to serve God. 
 
C. He demonstrated and depended on his faith in God’s Promises. 
 
D. He was ready to serve the Lord in whatever role necessary and he accomplished great 

and wonderful works! 
 

II. If we give ourselves to the service of God as Joshua, then God will use us to accomplish 
awesome works in His church and our lives! 

 
III. Are you a servant of the Lord? 
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A. In order to be a servant, in order to be a Leader for God, then you must not promote 
yourself but you must humble yourself and allow the Lord to work in you and lift you 
up!  (James 4:10) 

 
B.  So examine your life!  Are you humble, are you really a servant of God? 
 

1. To be a servant then you must be willing to obey your Lord, your Master! 
 

 

 Matthew 7:21 
 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
 
2. If you need to obey Christ today, becoming His servant, and being a leader for 

Him; then we urge you to give your life completely to Him. 
 

a. Develop faith in Christ and His divine Message!  Believe in His Word and 
allow it to convict your hearts to obey Him. 

 
b. And with your conviction confess it to others!  Tell others of your faith 

and profess your allegiance to Christ. 
 
c. And then change your life!  Repent (or turn around) from your past life 

and to walk in the directives and will of our Lord! 
 
d. And then obey the Lord in baptism which is where the regeneration of 

our soul takes place.  Where the blood of Christ washes away your sins.  
And you begin your new life as the Lord’s servant and a leader for Him. 

 
3. As a Christian, possibly you have stumbled and fallen, possibly you have 

forgotten to serve the Lord daily and you have not been that leader in example 
and in deed as you should. 

 
a. No of the amazing attributes of Deity is their desire to express their 

mercy and love to you! 
 
b. God is willing to forgive if you are willing to repent! 
 
c. As a Christian, the Lord’s blood is always there for you and God is willing 

to restore you again! 
 

4. This morning do you need to renew and restore your soul!  If we can assist 
please let it be known as we stand and as we sing! 

 


