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We Are to be Servants! 
Report of 2018 Teen Campaign 
Central Texas Children’s Home 

Duba, TX 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. We many times sing the song:  “Make Me a Servant!” 
 

A. I challenge you to truly look within your heart and your actions, can you truly 
say: 

 
“Make me a Servant, Lord, make me like You; 
For You are a Servant, make me one, too. 
Lord, make me a Servant, do what You must do 
To make me a servant; make me like You.” 
 

B. In general terms, our world today has an “entitlement” perspective! 
 

1. And with this concept many have the expectation of receiving an 
“entitlement” with no strings attached! 

 
2. So many times we desire benefits without accepting the responsibilities, 

obligations, and the duties that come with those benefits! 
 

II. Christianity indeed offers benefits that none of us can truly understand and even grasp 
at this time! 

 
A. Notice very briefly three very awesome blessings offered to us by God and this 

does not do justice to all that the Lord has done. 
 

1. God provides for us His grace, the promise of salvation from sin. 
 
 Titus 2:11 
 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,” 
 
2. His offering of salvation is coupled with an eternal existence with Him. 
 

I Thessalonians 4:17 
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“Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always 
be with the Lord.” 

 
2. And in this eternal existence with Him where there will be no more tears, 

no sorrow, no pain, no more death!  (Revelation 21:4) 
 
B. This is a Christian’s entitlement however there are conditions or responsibilities 

with the benefits that we receive from Deity! 
 

1. Being a Christian and enjoying our relationship with God involves 
accepting the obligations that are essential to our relationship. 

 
2. Enjoying our relationship with God involves our accepting of the 

responsibilities that are inherent in the relationship. 
 
3. As Christians we are called to fulfill God’s service! 
 

a. Paul in talking to the Christians in Thessalonica related that they 
had turned from idols to serve God! 

 
 I Thessalonians 1:9 
 “For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry 

we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God,” 

 
b. So, we are obligated to fulfill our individual service to the Lord. 
 
c. Paul encouraged Archippus in Colosse to “Take heed to the 

ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill 
it.”   (Colossians 4:17) 

 
III. What I want to do in our lesson this evening is to explore how that through our salvation 

we are expected to serve the Lord. 
 
Discussion: 
 
I. The kingdom of God is a realm of activity! 
 

A. I am so proud to be part of a congregation that has so many different things 
happening this is the way it ought to be! 

 
B. The Bible uses several descriptions to relate how that its citizens ought to be 

active and involved. 
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1. Jesus relates that He is the true vine and we are the branches, however 

each branch, every one of us, must be bearing fruit.  (John 15:1-8) 
 
2. Paul relates that we must be like farmers that plants a crop and then 

reaps it. 
 
 II Corinthians 9:3 
 “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 
 
3. We are to be soldiers that readies themselves and goes into our spiritual 

war.  (II Timothy 2:3-4) 
 
4. And were are to be like athletes that runs in a race.  (I Corinthians 9:24-

27) 
 
5. And Paul relates that as Christians we are members of a working and 

vibrant body, each having their own unique talents and abilities.  
(Romans 12:3-8) 

 
C. So, as Christians we must be: 
 

1. “Fruitful” in our service and endeavors for the Lord. 
 
 Colossians 1:10 
 “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful 

in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;” 
 
2. We must also be willing to “provide” for our Lord.   
 
 II Timothy 2:21 
 “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel 

for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good 
work.” 

 
a. The phrase “useful for the Master” comes from one Greek word 

meaning “as one who has bought his servants.”  (Thayer’s #1203) 
 

b. We must be hard working slaves of God, who find favor in His 
eyes! 

 
3. We are to be “profitable” or “useful!” 
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Paul requested that Mark come to him because he would be useful for 
the ministry. 

 
  

II Timothy 4:11 

 “…Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. 
 
4. All these passages demonstrate that as Christians we are citizens in a 

kingdom that is filled with activity and we are not to be inactive but 
diligent workers for God! 

 
D. This is fulfilling our aim, to do the Will of God! 
 

1. We mentioned earlier the “Servant Song” and how that we should desire 
to have a servant type heart like Christ.  Jesus related that He came from 
Heaven to do the Father’s will. 

 
 John 6:38 
 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 

of Him who sent Me.” 
 
2. We must have a desire to do the will of God and in doing such we please 

Deity. 
 
 II Corinthians 5:9 
 “Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well 

pleasing to Him.” 
 
3. Those that are non-active and not working or serving are putting their 

souls in jeopardy.   
 

a. Jesus related that those who provide food and drink to those 
without, that offer aid to the sick and clothing to those who are 
without; by doing such we then are doing this for Him. 

 
b. And by doing such then they will be the sheep and separated from 

the goats to sit at the right hand of the Lord.  (Matthew 25:31-46) 
 
4. Those that do not use their talents and abilities for the Lord and just 

attempting to be a spiritual “freeloader” will be sadly disappointed. 
 
 Matthew7:21 
 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 
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E. So, challenge yourself to look within and see if you have a true heart that desires 

to be a servant of the Most High God! 
 

1. Many of you are and it is demonstrated each and every day of your lives, 
because you daily serve the Lord.  God bless you in your service. 

 
2. If you see where you can improve and make your service stronger and 

better for the Lord then let me encourage you to become more of a 
servant for the Lord. 

 
3. And in the next few moments let me encourage you through some of 

young folks that indeed honored and glorified God through their service 
and labor recently of our Teen Campaign! 

 
II. Our young people are an excellent example of serving others in the name of Christ and 

His kingdom. 
 

A. The young people’s annual campaign this year was to Buda, TX where they 
served and assisted the young people and staff of the Central Texas Children’s 
Home (CTCH)! 

 
1. I want to relate to you what they have done will the desire that such will 

encourage each of us to become more involved in serving and honoring 
God. 

 
2. Seventeen teenagers and adults made their way down to Buda, TX. 
 

Ava Greene, Rachel McDowell, Isabella Greene, Madison Bradshaw, 
Kelsey Sutton, Elizabeth Ward, Faith Ewing, James Davis, Caleb 
MacDowell, Michael Bush, Zach Coplea. 
 
Tera Murphy, Reed Justice, Zach Rominski, Steve Utley, Jr., Steve Dalp, 
and myself. 

 
3. We left Saturday morning, July 21, at around 7:30 am.  We stayed 

traveled to Lewisville, TX where we spent the night.  We went to church 
at the Lewisville Church of Christ and then completed our trip Sunday 
afternoon to Buda. 

 
3. The total trip was about 17 to 18 hours! 
 
4. We joined forces with the Thompkinsville Church of Christ from 

Thompkinsville, Kentucky. 
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a. You might remember Neal Mathis who use to be the Associate 

Minister over at Henderson. 
 
b. This group was made up of about 13 Young Adult, College Age, 

and several adults. 
 

B. Before I relate all the activities in which we were involve let me relate the 
physical surrounding of this area of the country. 

 
1. This area of Texas is not desert but it is very dry and arid. 
 

a. They had not had any significate rainfall for several months plus 
every day we were there they had over 100 degree temperature 
except for Wednesday, it was the cool day with a 99 degrees.  The 
hottest day was Monday with 108 degrees. 

 
b. Now, understand, it was hot, however the temperature was not 

an issue!  The humidity was basically nothing compared to what 
we experience here in Evansville.  Therefore there was no “heat 
index” or “it feels like” in Buda.  It was 108 and it felt like 108.  I 
been at WKYC when it was 95 but the “heat index” made it feel 
like 120. 

 
c. Yet, we still had to be cautious because of the arid conditions you 

did not sweat like we normally do.  Your sweat would evaporate 
as quickly as you produced it.  So, you still needed to hydrate 
yourself even though you it seemed like you had not been 
sweating. 

 
d. Plus, sun screen was a must!  The sun was intense and if you 

noticed most of us, we did get rather tanned while there.  Some 
of us got a little red even while wearing sun screen. 

 
2. It was so hot and arid that the ground literally formed cracks!  Here is a 

picture of the yard in front of the girl’s residence and you can compare 
the crack in the ground with my foot. 

 
3. The dry heat also provided some positives.   
 

a. There were no ticks, chiggers, or mosquitos. 
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b. However there were tons of wasps and they also warmed us of 
scorpions.  I did not see any scorpions, but I wanted to, I did look 
for them. 

 
4. Another aspect about our physical surrounding had to do with the plant 

life. 
 

a. There was cacti (cactuses) growing all around both growing in the 
wild as well as in many of the flower beds. 

 
b. The trees in this area were very short.  They were not taller than 

fifteen to eighteen feet high.  They did not have thorns on them 
however they were very rough and would prick you or scratch you 
very easily. 

 
c. And there were also wee-stach that grows in the grass.  This weed 

had long thorns on them, probably an inch in length.  We were 
warned when we first got there not to walk in the grass 
barefooted or wearing just sandals.  Most of us listen!!! 

 
C. Many of you might be wondering why we traveled all the way to Texas. 
 

1. We were invited well over a year ago by Jon O’Keefe. 
 

a. You might remember Jon from a few years ago.  He was the 
preacher at the church in Princeton, IN. 

 
b. Jon is the Residential Services Director for the Central Texas 

Children’s Home. 
 

2. Also in this picture is the Executive Director of CTCH his name is Ray 
Crowder.  Ray was the one in charge of our activities and the delegated 
what work we did each day! 

 
D. Now, what did your young people do? 
 

1. The answer:  Just about everything! 
 
a. Our campaign this year was labor intensive! 
 
b. Many of our campaigns in the past have been evangelistic in 

nature where we did door knocking through neighborhoods 
inviting people to Gospel Meetings, VBS, or simply to a Bible 
studies. 
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c. They this year our responsibilities were to accomplish various jobs 

that needed to be done on the property of this children’s home; 
plus we were asked to be with the kids from the home and set 
good godly examples to them. 

 
2. Let me relate some of the jobs that we did during the week! 
 

a. There was an old chicken coop that they wanted torn down. 
 

1) They believed that it would take a couple of days for this 
to be accomplished. 

 
2) All the boards were thrown into a burn pile, all the chicken 

wire and fencing were separated out and set into a pile for 
the dump. 

 
3) We completed the job in the first day! 
 

b. Also started on the first day was a job that did take most of the 
week.  The trees that I mentioned earlier did not grow tall 
however they would spread out wide. 

 
1) And they were growing over the fenced area of the 

property and hanging low enough that it was hindering the 
guys in their mowing. 

 
2) Here is an overhead picture of the property.  The property 

is about 150 to 160 acres yet the area for the main campus 
is located on the south eastern side. 

 
3) This area was about 200 yards by 700 yards and all around 

this perimeter these trees were cut back behind the fence 
and then the branches hauled off to a burned pile. 

 
4) This was a major job that was finished Wednesday 

evening. 
 
c. Another major job was building and erecting several signs that 

identified each of the buildings and residences on the campus. 
 

1) Steve and Steve took on this job with one of the men from 
Thomkinsville.  And from Tuesday to really Friday they 
worked on this one particular job. 
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2) This was an important job!  There are several building and 

houses on the property however the address for all the 
buildings is the same.   
 
A few months ago one of the young ladies had an 
emergency situation in which an ambulance was called 
however the ambulance could not determine which house 
they were going too and they drove past it several times. 

 
3) These signs identify the specific building from the road to 

make it much easier to identify. 
 

d. The outside of the office building and recreation room was 
painted. 

 
1) Again this was an all week job. 
 
2) Reed Justice and Zach Rominske were the leaders of this 

group and they go this job done. 
 

e. The trim on the inside of this same building was also painted!  
Plus, the same crew did a massive cleaning of the inside.  They 
cleaned out and organized their pantry room, they cleaned out 
one of the industrial refrigerators, they constantly cleaned the 
restrooms and kitchen area. 

 
d. The sidewalks and parking area was pressured washed.  Zach 

Coplea did most of this work and it took the major of the week as 
well. 

 
e. Our last day we placed some pine poles in the ground to create an 

arbor for grapevines that they want to plant.  It wanted the kids at 
the home to be involved in planting, caring for, and picking the 
grapes. 

 
f. And then we had the crew that did everything: 
 

They would go complete a job and do a really good job at it but 
complete it quicker than Ray expected.  Therefore Ray was 
constantly finding another job for them to do! 
 
They place pee gravel in the flower beds around some of the 
residences, they cleaned the garage and mechanic’s shop, they 
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cleaned up debris and trash all around the campus to haul off to 
the dump and then finally they helped to get all the tools and 
other needed items used during the week and place them back 
where they belonged. 
 

3. These were the jobs that were done during the day time however each 
evening during supper and afterwards we spent time with the young 
people there at the children’s home. 

 
a. This was just as important as any of the other jobs that were 

accomplished during the week. 
 
b. Some of these young people came from some very difficult life 

situations and what was normal to them was abuse, neglect, and 
many other problems that we just cannot imagine. 

 
c. They witnessed through our young people what Christian love, 

devotion, and even fun was all about. 
 
d. We played with them, we ate with them, we had devotionals with 

them. 
 
e. Friday night at the boy’s residence, we had our boy’s devotional; 

and at the end of the devotional one of those young guys related 
how special it was to be with our kids! 

 
f. Indeed a lot of work was done on the premises of this Children’s 

Home, however more importantly a lot of hearts were touched by 
in both directions by the love of God! 

 
4. Washington Avenue needs to be proud of our young people (even the 

ones that could not make the trip because they wanted to be with us and 
I know they prayed for us). 

 
a. Our young people were learning how to serve others in the name 

of Christ. 
 
b. They learned to serve others by demonstrating God’s love to 

those that are less fortunate than themselves. 
 
c. Jesus related that if you do such to the “least of these My 

brethren, you did it to Me.”  (Matthew 25:40) 
 

Conclusion: 
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I. It was a great week of serving the Lord by serving the young people and staff at the 
Central Texas Children’s Home. 

 
A. We accomplished more than they asked us to do! 
 
B. Saturday morning as we were packing the vans and cleaning up the recreation 

room where we had all our meals and where the guys stayed overnight, I heard 
several of the staff member relate how much they appreciated what we had 
done.  Plus, that we cleaned up everything before leaving. 

 
C. Jon O’Keefe wrote me the other day and stated: 
 
 “Please relate to those who made the mission trip with you that we will be 

forever grateful for all that the group did. It was wonderful to work beside you 
for that week and doing things for the Master.  

 
On another note if you would not mind passing along to the other elders my 
heart felt gratitude to the eldership for allowing the group to make that long trip 

 
In Christian love, 
Jon O'Keefe 
 

D. And then I got this e-mail from Ray Crowder on Friday! 
 

“I want to thank all of you for coming all the way to Texas to help us out with 
various projects. We have already gotten so many compliments on the signs, 
pressure washing and the tree/brush trimming. Yesterday, I had a visitor taking 
pictures of the work you all did. Also, I got glowing reports on the way your 
young people interacted with and played with the kids on our campus. That 
means the world to me. 
 
The goodness of Christ shines through all of those that came with your group. I 
couldn’t have been more pleased to see how that the teens included everyone 
by showing infinite patience.  No one was marginalized, your teens lifted 
everyone up. 
 
Lastly, your adult chaperones were some of the best, good examples, hard-
working and patient. 
 
I want you to know that all of you have an open invitation to come back anytime 
to the Central Texas Children’s Home. 
 
Best regards, 
Ray 
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 D. Let us truly take to heart the song: 
 

“Make me a Servant, Lord, make me like You; 
For You are a Servant, make me one, too. 
Lord, make me a Servant, do what You must do 
To make me a servant; make me like You.” 

 
II. Now, look at yourself!  What have you been doing to serve the Lord in your day? 
 

A. As Christians we are meant to be servants for the Lord! 
 

1. If as a Christian you had not been serving the Lord as you should. 
 
2. Why not allow the example of our young people motivate you to change 

and be a better servant for Christ. 
 

B. If you are not a Christian and you are motivated by the Christian example you 
have heard about this evening then let us encourage you to study with us and 
learn what the Lord would have you to do to become His and be His servant. 

 
C. If you know what the Lord desires of you and simply have not obeyed!  Why are 

you waiting because His servant today through obedience. 
 
D. If we can assist you please let it be known as we stand and sing! 


