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ARE YOU GETTING THE ITCH? 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. You Have Heard Of The Power Of Suggestion -- What Is That Itch On The Back 

Of Your Neck? On Your Arm? Boys And Girls -- Are You Itching Like A 

Monkey? 

 

 

B. Have You Had The Itch? 

 

 

C. It Can Be SO Frustrating, Irritating, And Exasperating! 

1. (Slide #2)  Pictures of women scratching. 

 

2. (Slide #3)  Pictures of men scratching. 

 

3. God promised curses like the “itch” if Israel rebelled against Him! Deut. 

28:27 “The LORD will strike you with the boils of Egypt, with tumors, with 

the scab, and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed.” 

 

 

C. Having The Itch Can Consume Your Focus! 

1. You cannot even focus upon other things. 

 

2. You do not see the good things all around you. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #4)  God Warns Us About Getting The Spiritual “Itch!” 

A. (Slide #5)  II Tim. 4:3,4 “For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching 

ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and they will turn their ears 

away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

1. What causes “the itch”? 

a. People stop “enduring” -- “holding to” or “being loyal to” sound 

doctrine! 

b. “Itch” 

1. This is the Greek word “knhvqw” (knathoo). 

2. It means “to scrape, to scratch, to tickle, to itch.” 
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3. They are desirous of hearing something that is pleasant to their 

ears. 

c. They seek to please their “own desires” or “lusts.” 

1. They want to do what they want to do! 

2. They are more interested in pleasing themselves than in pleasing 

Christ! 

 

2. They will “heap up” or ‘accumulate” false teachers! The will listen to more 

and more of them! 

 

3. They will turn AWAY FROM the Truth; they will turn ASIDE TO fables! 

 

 

B. Many Of God’s People Struggle With “Getting The Itch.” 

1. Many are miserable in doing things God’s Way; they are never satisfied! 

 

2. Many have the itch for something new or something that others are doing! 

 

3. Many are enticed by what is popular. 

 

4. “Itching” starts very subtly! 

 

5. “Itching” becomes addictive. 

 

6. “Itching” complains about desires for change. 

 

7. “Itching” is DEADLY! 

 

 

C. (Slide #6)  “Are You Getting The Itch?” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #7)  Things That Give People “The Itch.” 

A. (►)  The Pleasure Of Sin! 

1. Heb. 11:24,25 “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called 

the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,” 

 

2. II Tim. 2:22 “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, 

peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 

 

3. I Jn. 2:15 “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 

 

4. I Pet. 2:11 “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 

fleshly lusts which war against the soul,” 
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5. Col. 3:5-7 “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry. 6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons 

of disobedience, 7in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in 

them.” 

 

 

B. (►)  False Worship. 

1. Israel At Mt. Sinai. 

a. Ac. 7:37-41 “This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, ‘The 

LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your 

brethren. Him you shall hear.’ 38This is he who was in the congregation 

in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and 

with our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us, 
39whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts 

they turned back to Egypt, 40saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go 

before us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, 

we do not know what has become of him.’ 41And they made a calf in 

those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of 

their own hands.” 

b. I Cor. 10:6-10 “Now these things became our examples, to the intent 

that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7And do not 

become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, ‘The people 

sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.’ 8Nor let us commit 

sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three 

thousand fell; 9nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 

and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them also 

complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer.” 

 

2. Cain. 

a. Gen. 4:7 “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not 

do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should 

rule over it.” 

b. “Well” -- “Right” -- NIV 

 

3. Jeroboam. 

a. I Ki. 12:27-33 

b. He made idols, two golden calves, violating the Second 

Commandment! I Ki. 12:27,28 

c. He changed the place of worship! 

1. I Ki. 12:28-30 “and said to the people, ‘It is too much for you to go 

up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you 

up from the land of Egypt!’ 29And he set up one in Bethel, and the 

other he put in Dan. 30Now this thing became a sin, for the people 

went to worship before the one as far as Dan.” 

2. God had ordained Jerusalem as the place of worship! 
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d. He set up a different priesthood; they were not Levites. I Ki. 12:31 

e. He changed the day of worship just one month later than the day God 

had ordained. I Ki. 12:32. It was at a time that “he had devised in his 

own heart!” I Ki. 12:33 

f. And when the young prophet of God came to the altar at Bethel and 

condemned it, Jeroboam angrily pointed at him and said, “Arrest him!” 

Immediately his hand was withered and the altar was split apart! I Ki. 

13:4,5 

 

4. Samuel. 

a. Instead of killing all of the animals of the Amalekites as God 

commanded, the people of Israel determined that they would take the 

best animals to Jerusalem and worship God for the victory. I Sa. 15:3,9 

b. When Samuel met Saul who proudly announced, “I have obeyed God,” 

13, Samuel told him to “BE QUIET!” 

c. Samuel condemned unauthorized worship! I Sa. 15:22,23 “So Samuel 

said: ‘Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than 

sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23For rebellion is as the sin 

of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you 

have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from 

being king.’” 

 

5. Today Christians get “the itch” when they want to follow human methods of 

worship! 

a. Instrumental music. 

b. Bands. 

c. Choirs. 

d. Praise teams that become the focus in the worship. 

e. Entertainment that becomes like a rock concert. 

f. Women preachers or worship leaders (and women elders and deacons). 

 

6. God demands that He is to be worshiped as HE authorizes and will accept 

NOTHING less and NOTHING different! 

 

 

C. (►)  False Teaching. 

1. Christians and preachers who have “the itch” hold their finger up to the 

wind to see what is pleasing and popular presently! 

 

2. II Pet. 2:1,2 “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as 

there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 

destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 

themselves swift destruction. 2And many will follow their destructive ways, 

because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.” 
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3. Once they tolerate a little error, they find it easier to compromise more and 

more. 

 

4. Once they give in to deception, it becomes their truth 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Whatever Makes Them “Feel Good!” 

1. They are intrigued by things that “Meet MY Likes!” 

 

2. “What’s Wrong With?” 

 

3. “I Don’t See Anything Wrong With…..!” 

 

4. “God Couldn’t Possibly Reject That!” 

 

5. People Want NO Cautions, Warnings -- “Negative Sermons!” “We need 

POSITIVE sermons!” 

 

 

E. (►)  Something Totally New And Different From What We Have Been 

Taught. 

1. Some are intrigued by religions that are SO DIFFERENT from what they 

have been taught. 

 

2. Examples: 

a. New Age philosophy. 

b. Buddhism. 

c. Hinduism. 

 

3. Non-traditional religions (that do not even proclaim the Jesus of the Bible): 

a. Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

b. Mormons. 

 

4. Religions with liturgical worship. 

 

 

F. (►)  Desire To Be Popular, To Please Others. 

1. Many say, “I don’t want people to think I am weird, bigoted, etc.” 

 

2. They do not want to do anything different from what is accepted by most 

people in worship in the culture. 

 

3. They do not want to hold any belief that is unpopular in the culture. 

 

4. Jn. 12:42,43 “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, 

but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be 
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put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the praise of men more than the 

praise of God.” 

 

5. Pleasing man becomes their driving motivation! 

 

 

 

III. The Danger Of The Itch! 

A. Physical Itch Is Frustrating, Irritating, And Exasperating! 

 

 

B. Spiritual Itch Is Deadly Spiritually -- It Is Eternally Deadly! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #9)  Antidote For “The Itch!” 

A. You Don’t HAVE TO Get The Itch! 

1. I have one piece of poison ivy in my yard -- it is right in the middle of a 

shrub near my front door. 

a. I protect myself; I pull it with leather gloves. 

b. Julie Niederhaus was helping us plant flowers once; she told me she 

had pulled a weed in my shrub -- it was that poison ivy! She got it 

BAD! 

c. Be careful; avoid it! 

 

2. You don’t have to get the spiritual itch either! 

 

 

B. (►)  Exalt Jesus! 

1. Respect His Authority! 

a. Mt. 28:18 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’” 

b. When you truly respect His Authority, you refuse to let your will fight 

against His Will! 

 

2. Respect His Headship in the Church! 

a. Eph. 1:22,23 “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 

head over all things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of 

Him who fills all in all.” 

b. Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have 

the preeminence.” 

 

3. When you respect the Headship of Christ, you are submissive, you have 

peace, calm and serenity. You do not get “the itch!” 
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4. Col. 2:6,7 “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 

Him, 7rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have 

been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Deny Self. 

1. Mt. 16:24 “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone desires to come after 

Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.’” 

 

2. Lk. 9:23 “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.’” 

 

3. Gal. 5:24 “And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.” 

 

4. One practices meekness -- he suppresses his own desires to be submissive to 

the Will of Christ! 

 

 

C. (►)  STAY AWAY From Poison! 

1. Just TOUCHING poison ivy or poison oak can give you “the itch.” 

 

2. Flirting with the poison of disobedience, rebellion, and false doctrine will 

give you “the spiritual itch.” 

 

3. II Pet. 3:17 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with 

the error of the wicked;” 

 

4. Col. 2:8 “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of 

the world, and not according to Christ.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #10)  Exalt The Word Of God! 

1. In the verse just before our text today Paul told the young preacher Timothy: 

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 

exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” II Tim. 4:2  

 

2. Paul warned the Hebrews: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” Heb. 10:23 

 

3. Paul and Barnabas were deeply committed to protecting new Chrsitians 

from “the itch!” 

a. Ac. 14:21,22 “And when they had preached the gospel to that city and 

made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 
22strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in 
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the faith, and saying, ‘We must through many tribulations enter the 

kingdom of God.’” 

b. NO WONDER Jesus said “Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age." Amen.” 

 

4. Jude gave this warning: “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 

concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you 

exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 

delivered to the saints.” Jude 3 

 

 

E. (►)  Persevere! 

1. Dt. 4:9 “Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you 

forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart 

all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your 

grandchildren,” 

 

2. Col. 2:4 “Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive 

words.” 

 

3. Lk. 9:62 “But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand to the plow, 

and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. If You Have Gotten The Itch, REPENT! Return To The lord! 

1. There is an antidote for the physical itch -- Calamine lotion. 

 

2. There is an antidote for the spiritual itch -- a humble and penitent heart will 

bring one with “the spiritual itch” to repentance; the Blood of Jesus will 

forgive. 

 

3. If a person gets “the spiritual itch” and does not repent, he will go further 

and further away from Christ and the Truth; yes, he will DIE spiritually! 

 

 

B. If You Do Not Have The Itch, Refuse To Let It Every Affect You! 


