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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE WORK OF NEHEMIAH. 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  The Historical Setting. 

1. 536 B.C. -- Cyrus the Great allowed any of the Jews who chose to do so to 

return to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel to rebuilt the city. Ezra 1-3 

 

2. 530-522 B.C. -- Cambyses stopped the work on the Temple. Ezra 4 

 

3. 520 B.C. -- Darius I allowed the work on the Temple to continue. Ezra 5,6 

 

4. 516 B.C. -- the Temple was finished. Ezra 6 [Between Ezra 1-6 and 7-10 is 

a period of about 60 years!!!!! 58 years to be exact!] 

 

5. 486-465 B.C. -- Ahasuerus was the Persian Ruler; the events of Esther 

occurred during His reign. Esther 

 

6. (Slide #3)  465-425 -- Artaxerxes I was the Persian King. 

a. 458 B.C. -- Ezra led the second group of Jews back to Jerusalem and 

led a spiritual restoration. Ezra 7-10 

b. 445 B.C. -- Nehemiah led a third group of Jews back to Jerusalem; the 

walls were rebuilt. Nehemiah 

c. 433 B.C. -- Nehemiah returned to Persia. 

d. 431 B.C.-- Nehemiah made his second trip to Jerusalem. 

 

 

B. (Slide #4)  Ezra’s Reforms -- Ezra Led A Group Of 1,496 Back To Jerusalem In 

458 B.C. 

1. (►)  Ezra was a priest and scribe. Ez. 7:1,6 

a. He was eager to see the restoration of the Temple. 

b. Why was he such an effective leader? Ez. 7:10 “For Ezra had prepared 

his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach 

statutes and ordinances in Israel.” 

 

2. (►)  He was commissioned by Artaxerxes to lead this group of Jews back 

to Jerusalem. Ez. 7:11-8:36 

a. Any of the Jews who chose to go with Ezra were allowed to make their 

trip. Ez. 7:13 
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b. He urged them to purchase animals to offer at the altar at the Temple in 

Jerusalem. Ez. 7:14-17 

c. They could use the rest of the wealth to purchase whatever they chose 

to buy. Ez. 7:18 

d. They had more items for the Temple; other needs could be paid for 

from the King’s Treasury. Ez. 7:19,20 

e. The King provided great resources for their effort. Ez. 7:21-23 

f. The priests could not be taxed. Ez. 7:24 

g. Ezra was to set up magistrates and judges to judge the people. Ez. 7:25 

h. Disobeyers of God’s Law or the King’s law could be executed, 

banished, their goods could be confiscated, or they could be 

imprisoned. Ez. 7:26 

 

3. Ezra rejoiced that the king wanted him to beautify the Temple and had 

exalted Ezra to do this work. Ez. 7:27,28 

 

4. (►)  Ezra took 1496 men with him on this trip. Ez. 8:1-14 

a. They came to the Ahava River and stayed there 3 days. Ez. 8:15 

b. Ezra realized that there were no Levites among them. Ez. 8:15 

c. They rounded up 38 priests and 200 Temple servants to lead worship at 

the Temple. Ez. 8:16-20 

d. (►)  They fasted at the Ahava River; because Ezra had affirmed his 

trust in God that He would bless those who seek Him and be against 

those who forsake Him, Ezra was ashamed to ask the King for a 

military escort to protect them! Ez. 8:21 

e. He meted out portions of the wealth to the priests and charged them to 

care for it and to deliver it to the leaders of the priests and Levites and 

the heads of the father’s houses in Jerusalem. Ez. 8:24-30 

 

5. (Slide #5)  God protected them on the journey; the journey took Ezra four 

months. Ez. 7:9 

 

6. When they arrived in Jerusalem, they delivered the gold, silver, and articles 

to the leaders in Jerusalem on their fourth day there. Ez. 8:31-34 

 

7. A GREAT worship was offered to God at the Temple! Ez. 8:35,36 

 

8. (►)  The leaders of Israel came and told Ezra that many of the Jewish men 

had married women from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 

Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 

Ez. 9:1 

a. Some of the leaders were the largest violators. Ez. 9:2 

b. Ezra’s response: he tore his garment and his robe, he plucked out some 

of the hair of his head and beard, and sat down astonished. Ez. 9:3 

c. He poured out his heart-rent prayer to God! Here God had delivered 

some of them from Captivity and what have they done? Your people 
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have transgressed your command and intermarried with the evil people 

of the land! Ez. 9:4-15 

 

9. (►)  Ezra, DEEPLY PERPLEXED at what he saw the Jews doing in 

Jerusalem, called upon the people to repent of sin and to return to the 

LORD. 

a. The people assembled at the Temple and wept bitterly! Ex. 10:1 

b. Shechaniah proposed that they make a covenant with God to put away 

these foreign wives. Ez. 10:2,3 

c. He urged Ezra to be the leader of this effort. Ez. 10:4 

d. Ezra called upon the leaders of the priests, Levites, and Israel to make 

an oath that they would follow Ezra’s lead! Ez. 10:5 

e. All of Israel was called to come to the Temple in Jerusalem, Ez. 10:7; if 

they did not attend their property would be confiscated and they would 

be alienated from the nation, Ez. 10:8 

f. Three days later they gathered at the open square of the Temple; they 

sat trembling and distressed because they were sitting in a heavy rain as 

Ezra called them to repent! Ez. 10:9 

g. Ezra condemned their sin of marrying pagan women and called upon 

them to leave those wives. They responded, “Yes, we must do it!” 

Ez.10:10-12 

h. In the next three months the heads of the households surveyed all they 

people to see who had married pagans. Ez. 10:13,14 

i. The findings of these surveys: 

1. Those who had intermarried with the pagan women: 

a. Priests. 18 (They promised to put away their wives). 

b. Levites. 23 

c. Singers. 24 

d. Others of Israel. 25-43 

2. Some of these had already had children by these women. 44 

j. 58 years after the Temple was completed, Ezra restored It to the central 

focus of Israel’s existence as a nation! 

 

 

C. The Work Of Nehemiah Follows. 

1. 445 B.C. -- His first trip to Jerusalem. 

a. 13 years after Ezra began his work in Jerusalem, Nehemiah became the 

governor, the civil leader. 

b. He was appointed governor of Judea by Artaxerxes to return to 

Jerusalem and to rebuild the city walls. 

c. This was 95 years after Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem; 

it was 75 years after Darius allowed the work on the Temple to 

continue; it was 71 years after the Temple was completed! 

 

2. 433 B.C. -- Nehemiah returned to serve Artaxerxes in Persia. 

 

3. 431 B.C. -- Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem. 
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I. (Slide #6)  Nehemiah’s First Trip To Jerusalem To Rebuild The Walls In 445 

B.C. (13 Years After Ezra Came To Jerusalem). 

A. Nehemiah Was VITAL To Completing The Reconstruction Of Jerusalem! 

1. (►)  Nehemiah held a position of great honor and protection for Artaxerxes, 

the king at Susa, the capital of Persia! He was the cupbearer to King 

Artaxerxes I of Persia. Neh. 1:11-2:1 

 

2. (►)  However, when he received a report from Hanani of the pitiful 

condition of Jerusalem, he grieved inside for desolate Jerusalem; he longed 

to restore It. 1:1-11 

a. The walls were broken down. 3 

b. The gates had been burned with fire. 3 

c. This report devastated Nehemiah; he wept and mourned; he fasted and 

prayed. 4 

 

3. In Susa, Nehemiah prayed to God and confessed the people’s sins! Neh. 

1:5-11 

a. He acknowledged their sin. 

b. He reminds God that in the days of Moses He promised to be merciful 

if His people returned to Him! 

 

4. (Slide #7)  King Artaxerxes I gave Nehemiah permission to go to 

Jerusalem. 2:1-9 

a. (Slide #8)  He saw Nehemiah’s sadness. 

b. The King asked what he would like to do; Nehemiah wanted to rebuild 

Jerusalem. 

c. The king encouraged this effort. 

d. Nehemiah asked for letters allowing his free passage to Jerusalem and 

to Asaph who was over the King’s forest allowing him to receive wood 

for the gate and for his own house. 

 

5. Two men were unhappy that this man had come from the King to check on 

the Jewish people; they were Sanballat and Tobiah. 2:10 

 

 

B. What Nehemiah Found When He Came To Jerusalem. 

1. (Slide #9)  Scouting the city at night, Nehemiah found the city walls in 

shambles. 2:12-16 

 

2. (►)  He stood before the people and challenged them to rebuild the walls! 

2:17 

a. He told them that God was with this effort. 2:18 

b. Their response: “Let us rise up and build!” 2:18 

c. Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem laughed at them and accused them of 

rebelling against the King! 2:19 
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d. Nehemiah’s response to these oppositionists: “So I answered them, and 

said to them, ‘The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we 

His servants will arise and build, but you have no heritage or right or 

memorial in Jerusalem.’” 2:20 

 

 

C. (Slide #10)  People Worked All The Way Around The Wall Including The 

Gates. 3:1-32 

 

 

D. (Slide #11)  The Opponents’ Reaction To The Rebuilding Of The Wall. 4:1-23 

1. Sanballat and Tobiah were livid and ridiculed the Jews when they heard 

about the wall being rebuilt. 4:1-3 

 

2. Nehemiah prayed that they could finish their work; he prayed God to punish 

these opponents. 4:4,5 

 

3. When the height of the wall was halfway completed, Sanballat, Tobiah, the 

Arabs, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites became angry and conspired to 

stop the work. 4:6-8 

a. Why were they so successful? 

b. Neh. 4:6 “So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together 

up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.” 

 

4. Nehemiah and the worker’s reactions: 

a. They prayed to God! 4:9 

b. They set up watchmen as lookouts for the enemies. 4:9 

 

5. Disappointments arose: 

a. The people of Judah complained about all the rubble [ruin and debris] 

that they could not finish the work. 4:10 

b. The opponents said, “We will stop the work before they know it!” 4:11 

c. Jews who lived near the opponents informed Nehemiah of the enemies’ 

plan to attack them. 4:12 

 

6. Nehemiah’s reactions: 

a. He stationed soldiers at the lower parts of the wall and at the open or 

exposed places. 4:13 

b. He gave them reason to keep working: 

1. He urged them to put off fear and to remember the Lord! 4:14 

2. He urged them to fight for their families and for their houses. 4:14 

c. When the enemies threatened to attack, Nehemiah urged the Jews to 

continue the work even as they carried weapons to protect and defend 

themselves. 4:15- 

d. Nehemiah had the one who sounded the trumpet right beside him. Since 

the workers were far apart, the trumpeter would call others to come and 

fight the enemy.4:18-21 
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e. The workers and their servants stayed in the city at night to protect it. 

4:22,23 

 

 

D. (Slide #12)  Nehemiah Was Irate That The Jews Were Mistreating Their Own 

People! 5:1-19 

1. Some of the Jews began to cry out for food. Some complained that they had 

mortgaged their lands, vineyards, and houses; others had borrowed money 

for the king’s tax on their lands and vineyards. Others were enslaving their 

children to eat. 5:3-5 

 

2. Nehemiah was irate that they were charging usury to their brethren. He 

called upon them to return the land to their brethren; they did so. 5:6-13 

 

3. Nehemiah was the governor for twelve years; previous governors had 

gouged the people with demands for food and silver; Nehemiah did neither; 

he and his soldiers continued to work on the wall; they did not purchase 

land for themselves. 5:14-19 

 

 

E. (►)  And There Was An Attempt On Nehemiah’s Life! 6:1-14 

1. When they heard that all that remained in finishing the wall was hanging the 

gates, Sanballat and Tobiah invited Nehemiah to come out and meet them at 

the plain of Ono. 6:1-2 

 

2. His reply: “I am doing a great work; I cannot cease!” 6:3 

 

3. They sent messages four times; the fifth time Sanballat sent his servant with 

a letter accusing Nehemiah of rebellion and seeking to become the king. 

6:4-7 

 

4. Nehemiah’s response: “You are dreaming!” 6:8 

 

5. Shemaiah tried to convince Nehemiah to go into the Temple and close the 

door because some were going to try to kill him; Nehemiah realized that 

Sanballat and Tobiah had engaged him to discourage Nehemiah. 6:9-14 

 

 

F. (Slide #13)  The Wall Was Completed In 52 Days! 6:15 

1. (Slide #14)  In spite of all the difficulty, Nehemiah led the people in the 

monumental task of completing the walls of Jerusalem in less than two 

months! Their success disheartened the enemies. 6:15-19 

 

2. Nehemiah appointed his brother Hanani and Hananiah the leader of the 

citadel to be in charge of the government of Jerusalem. 7:1-4 
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3. (Slide #15)  Nehemiah restored the people to their ancestral lands. 7:5-73 

a. They searched the genealogical records. 

b. They counted those who had returned with Zerubbabel -- the Israelites 

7-38, the priests 39-42, the Levites, 43, the singers 44, the gatekeepers 

45, the Temple servants, 46-56, the sons of Solomon’s servants 57-60. 

c. Some could not prove their lineage. 61-65 

d. The whole assembly numbered 42,360. 66 

e. There were also 7,337 male and female servants and 245 male and 

female singers. 67 

f. They had 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. 68 

g. Many of the heads of the families gave money to support the Temple 

work. 70-72 

h. By the seventh month the people of Israel were living in their towns. 73 

 

 

G. (►)  A Great Assembly Meet At The Temple! 8-10 

1. The people asked Ezra to read them the Law of God. 8:l,2 

 

2. (Slide #16)  Standing at a pulpit, Ezra read it to them from daybreak until 

noon! 8:3,4 

 

3. As he opened the Book of the Law, the people rose in respect! They 

remained standing all during the morning! 8:5 

 

4. He not only read It to them; Ezra and others helped them understand It! 

a. “So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they 

gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.” 8:8 

b. The people wept as they heard the Law read; Nehemiah the governor, 

Ezra the scribe, and the Levites urged them to refrain from weeping; 

rather they should observe the feast as God had ordained. 8:9-12 

c. (Slide #17)  The next day they read about the Feast of Tabernacles; they 

began to make booths or tents so they could keep that feast; it had not 

been kept since the days of Joshua!!!!! (That was 1,000 years earlier!) 

8:13-17 

d. Ezra read from the Law to Israel all seven days of the feast! 8:18 

 

5. (Slide #18)  On the 24th day of the seventh month, the people, in sackcloth, 

confessed their sins and rededicated themselves to God. 9:1-10:39 

a. For one fourth of the day they read the Law of God; the next fourth of 

the day they confessed their sins. 9:1-3 

b. Many of the Levites led a glorious praise of God -- from God’s 

covenant with Abraham to their bondage in Egypt and deliverance 

therefrom, His Law given at Mt. Sinai, His provisions for them, their 

rebellion against Him, His sustaining them for 40 years in the 

wilderness, His giving them Canaan, because of rebellion they were 

taken into Captivity, and now today we are back in this land and make a 

Covenant with you to obey You! 9:4-38 
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c. Nehemiah, the priests, the Levites, the chiefs of the people, along with 

the people committed themselves to make the Covenant with God 10:1-

29 -- they promised that they would no longer give their daughters to 

the pagans or to take daughters of the pagans as wives for their sons. 

10:30 

d. They promised to keep the Sabbath, to observe the seventh year -- 

Sabbath year, to pay the Temple tax, to bring God the firstfruits of their 

harvests, and to pay their tithes, and to make sure that the Temple and 

the priests and Levites had the God-ordained provisions. 10:31-39 

 

 

H. Places Of Residence: 11:1-36 

 

 

I. A List Of Priests And Levites Is Given. 12:1-26 

 

 

J. (►)  The Dedication Of The Wall Of Jerusalem. Choirs Praised God At The 

Wall And In The Temple. 12:27-47 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #19)  Nehemiah’s Return To Artaxerxes In Persia. 

A. He Had Promised Artaxerxes That He Would Return To Persia. Neh. 2:5,6 

 

 

B. When His Work Was Completed, Nehemiah Returned To Persia In 433 B.C. 

 

 

C. This Was 12 Years After He Had Come From Persia To Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #20)  Nehemiah’s Reforms That He Instituted When He Returned To 

Jerusalem. 

A. (►)  Nehemiah Left Persia And Returned To Jerusalem In 431 B.C. 

 

 

B. (►)  While Reading The Law, The People Heard That They Should Not Accept 

Ammonites And Moabites Into The Nation. They Separated Themselves From 

Those People! 13:1-3 

 

 

C. (►)  When Nehemiah Returned To Jerusalem He Saw That The Priest, Eliashib, 

Had Prepared A Chamber In The Temple For Tobiah! Nehemiah Threw Tobiah 

And All Of His Possessions Out Of The Temple And Had It Cleansed! 13:4-9 
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D. (Slide #21)  The Priests Were Not Being Given Their Portion From The 

Sacrifices; Nehemiah Corrected This Immediately. 13:10-14 

 

 

E. Nehemiah Saw People Working And Conducting Business On The Sabbath. 

Nehemiah Was Appalled; This Had Brought God’s Judgment Upon Israel In The 

Past! He Commanded That The Gates Be Shut Before The Sabbath And Not Re-

opened Until After The Sabbath! 13:15-22 

 

 

F. Nehemiah Saw That Some Of The Jews Had Married Women Of Ashdod, 

Ammon, And Moab. 13:23-31 

1. Half of them spoke the language of Ashdod but could not speak the Hebrew 

language. 24 

 

2. Nehemiah rebuked them and made them vow that they would not give their 

daughters to the pagans or take daughters of the pagans for their sons. 25 

 

3. He reminded them of what pagan women did to King Solomon! Had they 

not learned from that? 26,27 

 

4. The son of Joiada and grandson of Eliashib the High Priest was the son-in-

law of Sanballat! Nehemiah drove him from him because he had desecrated 

the priesthood! Nehemiah purified the priesthood again. 28-31 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #22)  Personal Applications From The Lives Of Ezra And Nehemiah. 

A. (►)  Are You Preparing Your Heart To Do All You Can For The Lord? 

1. To those of us who are older: 

a. You cannot go back in time; you cannot prepare yourself for the past; 

you may challenge yourself for your last years on earth! 

b. If you did not prepare yourself; you may need to repent. 

c. How can we challenge those who are younger? Like Moses did Joshua; 

like Paul did Timothy and Titus. 

 

2. To adults today: 

a. What are you doing to prepare your heart in order to have the biggest 

impact upon the Lord’s people and His Church? 

b. Do not see your life as OVER; see opportunity and challenge yourself 

to be involved in it! 

 

3. To young adults and teens: 

a. PREPARE YOURSELF NOW! 

b. Be like Ezra! 
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c. Observe what he did! “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law 

of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in 

Israel.” Ez. 7:10 

4. PRAY that God will use you! PRAY for opportunities. 

5. Prepare your heart to: 

a. Seek God’s Law! 

b. To DO His Will! 

c. To TEACH his Will to his people! 

 

 

B. (►)  Have STRONG Trust In God! 

1. Ezra led a group of 1,496 back to Jerusalem in 458 B.C. 

 

2. Artaxerxes commissioned him to lead this group of Jews back to Jerusalem. 

Ez. 7:11-8:36 

 

3. When They Came To The Ahava River, Ezra affirmed his trust in God. 

Because he had declared that trust to Artaxerxes, Ezra was ashamed to ask 

the King for a military escort to protect them! Ez. 8:21 

 

4. God protected them on the journey; the journey took Ezra four months. Ez. 

7:9 

 

 

C. (►)  A Blueprint For A Wise, Visionary Leader! 

1. Ezra and Nehemiah both deeply loved God! 

 

2. He saw the problem -- the rubble of the wall; he wanted to do something 

about the problem. Neh. 1 

 

3. He assessed the situation under the cover of the darkness of night! Neh. 

2:11-16 

 

4. He then challenged the leaders with His vision and mission -- “Let’s rise up 

and rebuild the walls! Neh. 2:17-18 Nehemiah’s vision brought about this 

effort; he motivated the people with his vision; they participated because 

they had a mind to work! Neh. 4:6 

 

5. He relied upon God when he faced ridicule and opposition! Neh. 2:19,20 

 

6. He had the people to continue the work while at the same time defending 

themselves by carrying their swords, spears, and bows. Neh. 4 

 

7. He set up a way to warn all of the soldiers if a breach was about to occur. 

Neh. 4:10-17 
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8. He had the people work all day; they stayed in Jerusalem at night until the 

work was done! Neh. 4:21,22 

 

9. Nehemiah 6 -- He refused to be hoodwinked by the deceit of the opponents 

who tried to lure him to the plains of Ono. 

 

10. The wall was completed in 52 days! 6:15 

 

11. And observe that ten times in the book Nehemiah he is described as praying 

-- about the task and for the people! Neh. 1:5, 6 (twice), 8, 11 (four times); 

2:4, 4:9 

 

 

D. (Slide #23)  God’s People Should Be Perplexed When His People Practice Sin! 

1. Ezra: 

a. He was DEEPLY PERPLEXED at what he saw the Jews doing in 

Jerusalem, called upon the people to repent of sin and to return to the 

LORD. 

b. He taught the people about repentance of intermarrying with pagans; he 

called upon them to leave those wives. Ez. 10 

 

2. (►)  Nehemiah: 

a. On his first trip to Jerusalem: 

1. They made an oath to God that they would no longer give their 

daughters to the pagans or to take daughters of the pagans as wives 

for their sons. 10:30 

2. They promised to keep the Sabbath, to observe the seventh year -- 

Sabbath year, to pay the Temple tax, to bring God the firstfruits of 

their harvests, and to pay their tithes, and to make sure that the 

Temple and the priests and Levites had the God-ordained 

provisions. 10:31-39 

b. On his return trip: 

1. They separated themselves from the Ammonites And Moabites. 

Neh. 13:1-3 

2. Nehemiah threw Tobiah And all of his possessions out of the 

Temple Chamber! Neh. 13:4-9 

3. Nehemiah made sure the priests were given their portions of the 

sacrifices! Neh. 13:10-14 

4. Nehemiah stopped work and business being conducted on the 

Sabbath Day! Neh. 13:15-22 

5. He stopped the intermarriage of the Jews with the pagans! Neh. 

13:23-31 
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E. (►)  The Role Of A Preacher:  

1. The people asked Ezra to read them the Law of God. 8:l,2 

 

2. Standing at a pulpit, Ezra read it to them from daybreak until noon! 8:3,4 

 

3. As he opened the Book of the Law, the people rose in respect! They 

remained standing all during the morning! 8:5 

 

4. He not only read It to them; Ezra and others helped them understand It! 

a. “So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they 

gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.” 8:8 

b. The people wept as they heard the Law read; Nehemiah the governor, 

Ezra the scribe, and the Levites urged them to refrain from weeping; 

rather they should observe the feast as God had ordained. 8:9-12 

c. The next day they read about the Feast of Tabernacles; they began to 

make booths or tents so they could keep that feast; it had not been kept 

since the days of Joshua!!!!! 8:13-17 

d. Ezra read from the Law to Israel all seven days of the feast! 8:18 

 

5. His role is to make known God’s Law, to prick sinful hearts, and to inspire 

them to be obedient! 

 

6. May all of us love God’s Law, let it prick our hearts when we need to 

repent, and inspire us to be obedient! 


