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“COMMONLY ACCEPTABLE SINS 

THAT CHRISTIANS PRACTICE 

THAT MUST BE STOPPED.” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  On July 15, I Preached A Sermon Entitled “Things Christians Do That 

MUST Be Stopped!” 

1. Fornication 

 

2. Immodesty 

 

3. Lust 

 

4. Condoning Of Or Advocacy Of False Religion 

 

5. Destroying Marriages/Entering Into Adulterous Relationships 

 

6. Hatred 

 

7. Ignoring Sins Or Condoning Them Because Of Family Or Friend 

Relationships 

 

8. Indifference 

 

 

B. After That Lesson Alan Suggested That I Preach A Sermon About “Non Hefty 

Sins.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #3)  Today We Will Look At Sins That Are Quite Acceptable; They Are 

Viewed As “Respectable Sins”; They Are Commonly Acceptable Even By 

Christians; However, They Are Just As Wrong In God’s Sight As “Big Sins!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #4)  Lying 

A. Our Culture Is Permeated By Lying -- To Protect Our Own Failures, To Devastate 

Another Person’s Reputation, To Destroy People Politically. 

 

 

B. God’s Admonitions About Lying: 

1. Ex. 23:1 “You shall not circulate a false report.” 
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2. Lev. 19:11 “You shall not ….. lie to one another.” 

 

3. Pr. 6:16 “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination 

to Him: ….. A lying tongue.” 

4. Pr. 12:22 “Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD.” 

 

5. Eph. 4:25 “Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you speak truth 

with his neighbor,’ for we are members of one another.” 

 

6. Col. 3:8 “Do not lie to one another,” 

 

 

C. God’s Warnings About Spreading Falsehoods! 

1. Pr. 6:16 “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination 

to Him: ….. 19A false witness who speaks lies.” 

 

2. Don’t lie about people! God commanded Israel in the 10 Commandments, 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” Ex. 20:16 

 

3. Much gossip is spreading falsehood! 

 

 

D. Examples Of Liars: 

1. Cain in denying and trying to cover up his hate and murder of his brother. 

Gen. 4:1-10 

 

2. Joseph’s brother holding up the blood-stained coat of many colors to 

convince Jacob that Joseph had been killed. Gen. 37 

 

3. Accusers of Jesus. 

 

 

E. Examples Of The Results Of Lying: 

1. Ananias And Sapphira were immediately struck dead! Ac. 5:1-11 

 

2. Satan -- led Eve and Adam and the whole human race into the struggles of 

illness and physical death. Gen. 3:4,5 

 

 

F. Why Should Lying Be Stopped In Christian’s Lives? 

1. Because we have repented and been converted! 

a. Col. 3:9,10 “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old 

man with his deeds, 10and have put on the new man who is renewed in 

knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,” 

b. We are to be a “new creation!” II Cor. 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 

things have become new.” 
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2. Because we are to be people who speak the truth! 

a. II Cor. 8:21 “providing honorable things, not only in the sight of the 

Lord, but also in the sight of men.” 

b. Pr. 12:22 “those who deal truthfully are His delight.” 

c. (Slide #5)  The phrase “Little White Lies” is insulting to God’s people! 

 

3. Because liars will be punished! 

a. Rev. 21:8 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 

sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part 

in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.” 

b. This shows HOW MUCH God hates sin! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #6)  Stealing (Cheating). 

A. God’s Admonitions About Lying: 

1. Ex. 20:15 “You shall not steal.” 

 

2. Lev. 19:11 “You shall not steal.” 

 

 

B. Dishonesty In Business Dealings. 

1. Stealing time or possessions from your employer. 

 

2. Cheating in weights, etc. 

a. Pr. 11:1 “Dishonest scales are an abomination to the LORD, But a just 

weight is His delight.” 

b. Pr. 20:10 “Diverse weights and diverse measures, They are both alike, 

an abomination to the LORD.” 

c. Pr. 20:23 “Diverse weights are an abomination to the LORD, And 

dishonest scales are not good.” 

 

3. Hiding defects in something you sell -- house, car, phone, etc. 

 

 

C. Dishonesty In Sexuality. 

1. God intended for sexuality to be shared ONLY IN MARRIAGE with one’s 

mate. Heb. 13:4 “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but 

fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” 

 

2. I Thess. 4:6 “that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in 

this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned 

you and testified.” 

 

 

D. Why Should Christians Be Honest? 
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1. Because honesty is critical. Pr. 16:11 “Honest weights and scales are the 

LORD’S; All the weights in the bag are His work.” 

 

2. Because dishonesty is SO WRONG in God’s sight. 

a. Pr. 11:1 “Dishonest scales are an abomination to the LORD.” 

b. I Thess. 4:6 “that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother 

in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also 

forewarned you and testified.” 

 

3. Because we are to be people of integrity like Job! 

a. Job 27:5 “Till I die I will not put away my integrity from me.” 

b. Pr. 20:7 “The righteous man walks in his integrity.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  Jealousy And Envy. 

A. Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV)  Gal 5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, 

which are: ….. 20…..jealousies, ….. 21envy,” 

 

 

B. They Are NOT The Same Sin! 

 

 

C. Jealousy -- Resentment Because Of Another’s Attainments. 

1. Accomplishments 

 

2. Achievements 

 

3. Possessions 

 

4. Skills 

 

5. Position 

 

 

D. Envy -- Grudging Desire For The Attainments That Another Has Realized. 

1. Accomplishments 

 

2. Achievements 

 

3. Possessions 

 

4. Skills 

 

5. Position 
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E. One Deeper Sin -- Covetousness -- Lust For Another’s Possessions To The Point 

Of Doing Wrong To Take His Possessions. 

 

 

F. The EVIL Of Jealousy And Envy: 

1. You can destroy any relationship -- friendship, dating, or marriage! 

 

2. You can lash out at a person without concern for how far it takes you or what 

you do to them! 

a. Sarah just wanted to get pregnant Hagar out of her sight! Gen 16 

b. Joseph’s brothers’ jealousy of Joseph led them to attack him, sell him in 

to slavery, and to lie to their dad! Gen. 37 

c. King Saul trying to nail David to the wall with a javelin. I Sa. 18,19 

 

3. You can destroy a person’s reputation and try to destroy every relationship 

they have! “False apostles” attacked Paul and tried to cause brethren to 

distrust, yes, even hate him! II Cor. 10,11 

 

4. It will destroy you inside out! Pr. 14:30 “envy is rottenness to the bones.” 

 

 

G. How Serious Is It To Be Jealous And Envious? Gal. 5:21 “that those who practice 

such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #8)  Contentiousness! 

A. God’s Charges Against Contention: 

1. Gal. 5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: ….. 20 ..... 

contentions, ….. dissensions” 

 

2. Pr. 6:16-19 “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination 

to Him: ….. 19 ….. And one who sows discord among brethren.” 

 

 

B. Places People Sow Contention: 

1. In the home. 

 

2. In the Church! 

 

3. Among family members. 

 

4. Among friends. 

 

5. Among Teens. 

 

6. At work. 
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7. In society. 

 

8. In social media -- Facebook, Twitter, internet,  

 

 

C. What Is The Root Of Contention? 

1. Js. 3:16 “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil 

thing are there.” 

 

2. Js. 4:1 “Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come 

from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?” 

 

 

D. How Serious Is It To Be Contentious And To Promote Dissensions? Gal. 5:21 

“that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #9)  Drunkenness. 

A. Gal. 5:12,20 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: ….. sorcery, ….. 

drunkenness.” 

1. Sorcery -- demon worship coupled with the use of hallucinating drugs. 

 

2. Drunkenness -- intoxication! 

 

 

B. Sobriety Is A Fundamental Trait Of A Christian’s Life. 

1. The idea is that one is free from the influence of intoxicants. 

 

2. I Thess. 5:6,8 “Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and 

be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are 

drunk at night. 8But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.” 

 

3. II Tim. 4:5 “But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 

of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 

a. ESV “As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the 

work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 

b. Be sober always and in all things! 

 

4. I Pet. 1:13 “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your 

hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ;” 

 

5. I Pet. 4:7 “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and 

watchful in your prayers.” 
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6. I Pet. 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 

about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 

 

7. The wives of elders and deacons, I Tim. 3:11, and older men, Tit. 2:2, are 

commanded to be sober! 

 

8. This word suggests the idea of being sober, sober-minded, alert, having 

clarity of mind, having self-control, temperance, and having clarity of mind 

so you are in control of your actions! 

 

 

C. This Is True Of Any Mind-Altering Substance -- Alcohol, Illicit Drugs, Or Even 

Legitimate Drugs If We Take Another Person’s Prescription Or If We Misuse Our 

Own Medications! 

 

 

D. The APPALLING Thing Is How Many Christians Justify Using Substances That 

Are Mind-Altering And Cause Us To Lose Our Sobriety! 

 

 

E. How Serious Is It To Be Sober? Gal. 5:21 “that those who practice such things 

will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #10)  Anger And Wrath. 

A. Col. 3:8,9 “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath,” 

 

 

B. Gal. 5:19,20 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are ….. outbursts of 

wrath.” 

 

 

C. How Serious Are Anger And Wrath? 

1. Gal. 5:21 “that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom 

of God.” 

 

2. Col. 3:6 “Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons 

of disobedience,” 

 

 

 

VII. (Slide #11)  Inappropriate Language. 

A. God Condemns Inappropriate Speech: 

1. Eph. 4:29 “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good 

for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.” 
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2. Col. 3:8,9 “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: ….. 9 ….. 

blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.” 

 

3. Js. 3:10 “Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, 

these things ought not to be so.” 

 

4. Js. 1:26 “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his 

tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.” 

 

 

B. Blasphemy, Cursing, Suggestive Language, And Crass Talk Are SO Inappropriate 

From The Mouths Of Christians! 

 

 

C. Col. 3:6 “Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience,” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #12)  Christian’s Prayers Should Be “Deliver Us From Evil!” Mt. 6:13 

KJV; ESV 

 

 

B. Col. 3:5-10 “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience, 7in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8But 

now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

language out of your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the 

old man with his deeds, 10and have put on the new man who is renewed in 

knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,” 

a. “Put to death” -- separate these things from your life! 

b. “Put off” -- put these things away! Put them out of your life! “Take off!” 

“Unclothe these!” 

 

 

C. “Put On! 

1. Christians were to have repented before they became Christians! 

 

2. “Clothe Yourself!” 

 

3. DO NOT POINT A FINGER at those who commit “Big Sins” and ignore 

“Commonly Acceptable Sins” in your own life! These sins are condemned 

IN THE EXACT SAME SCRIPTURES!!!! 

 

4. (Slide #13)  STOP practicing and tolerating sins that the world and even some 

Christians view as acceptable sins! 
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a. If you have allowed ANY of these sins to reside in your life, WAKE 

UP!!! 

b. Repent! 

c. STOP NOW!!!! 


