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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD. 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Lesson We Saw The Work Of Ezra And Nehemiah. 

 

 

B. Tonight We Examine Events During The “400 Years Of Silence” Between The 

Old Testament Book Of Malachi And The Gospels In The New Testament. 

 

 

C. Sacred Scripture Tells Us Nothing About The History Of The Jewish People 

From The Days Of Nehemiah Until The Beginning Of The N.T. 

 

 

D. We May Read The Old Testament, The Continue Into The New Testament And 

Really Not Grasp Time Frames Between Those Testaments. 

 

 

E. Some Might Wonder, “WHY Study This? Eph. 1:7-10 “In Him we have 

redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 

His grace 8which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 
9having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good 

pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10that in the dispensation of the fullness 

of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are 

in heaven and which are on earth--in Him.” 

 

 

F. There Were Powerful Empires; There Were Providential Events That Came 

Together For A Perfect Time For Jesus To Come Into The World! 

1. (Slide #2)  Remember that Nebuchadnezzar saw a great image in a dream 

and had no idea about what the dream meant. Dn. 2:31-35 

 

2. This was a prophecy about 4 succeeding Empires -- Babylon, Medo-Persian, 

Greek, and Roman Empires. 

 

3. (Slide #3)  BABYLONIAN EMPIRE -- this was the Empire that existed 

when Nebuchadnezzar ruled. 
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I. (►)  PERSIAN EMPIRE: (Dn. 2:39; 8:3,4,20) 

A. Daniel Had Prophesied Of Four Successive World Empires. Daniel 2 

 

 

B. Babylon Was The First Empire; The Medo-Persian Empire Was The Second 

Empire. 

 

 

C. The Medo-Persian Empire Defeated Babylon. 

 

 

D. From Cyrus The Great, 539 B.C. Until Alexander Overthrew Persia In 336 B.C. 

Persia Was A Great Empire. 

 

 

E. During That Time The Jews Were Sent Back To Jerusalem, The Temple Was 

Rebuilt, And The Dilapidated City Of Jerusalem And Its Wall Were 

Reconstructed. 

 

 

F. The Events In The Lives Of Zerubbabel, Ezra, Esther, And Nehemiah Occurred 

During The Persian Empire. 

 

 

G. Malachi, The Last Inspired Prophet Of The Old Testament, Wrote Around 400 

B.C. 

 

 

H. Alexander The Great Overthrew Persia In 326 B.C. 

 

 

I. The Bible Tells Nothing About The History From Malachi Until The Roman 

Empire Reigns And Jesus Is Born. This Period Is Often Designated As “The 

Period Of Silence.” 

 

 

J. Again, Someone Might Say, “Why Study The ‘Period Of Silence’? It’s Not 

Bible!” Ah, But Events During This Time Lead Right Into The Time Of Christ 

And The New Covenant! 
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II. (►)  GREEK EMPIRE: (The Third World Empire Prophesied By Daniel! Dn. 

2:39; 8:5-7, 21-25) 359 B.C. - 63 B.C. (Sometimes Dated As 332 B.C. - 63 B.C.) 

A. (Slide #4)  Philip of Macedon 359-336 B.C. Was The First Ruler. 

 

 

B. (►)  336-323 B.C. -- Alexander The Great Came To Power; He Reigned For 

13 Years. 

1. He came to power at age 20! 

 

2. He conquered Greece, Asia, Egypt, Syria and Persia. 

 

3. His desire was to promote the Greek culture in the whole world. He did 

promote it to Egypt and Western Asia. This helped to unite the East and the 

West that would ultimately “set the table” for Christianity’s spread. 

 

4. He died of a fever at age 32 in 323 B.C. 

 

5. (►)  The Greek influence upon Palestine is seen in numerous ways: 

a. The Greek language became so influential -- it became the universal 

language of culture -- Hellenization (Greek language, architecture, and 

art). 

b. Greek culture permeated Jewish culture and lifestyle. 

c. Names were changed: 

1. Judah became Judaea 

2. The Edomites became Idumeans. 

 

 

C. 323-165 B.C. -- PTOLEMIES and SELUCIDS 

1. (►)  When Alexander died, 4 of his generals took over the land. Dn. 8:8. 

(Slide #5)  Palestine changed hands 5 times in 20 years after 

Alexander’s death. 

a. Ptolemy ruled over Egypt. 

b. Seleucus, ruled over Babylon. 

c. The Ptolemies controlled Palestine. 

 

2. (►)  PTOLEMIES -- 323-204 B.C. (About 120 years). 

a. Ptolemy took over Egypt and Palestine. 

1. He controlled Alexandria, Egypt. 

2. It became a great center of learning and promoting of the Greek 

language. 

3. This control allowed the Jews to have much freedom. 

b. (►)  Ptolemy Philadelphus: 

1. He invited Jews to come to Egypt; almost a million settled there. 

2 He led the translation of the O.T. into the Greek language in 285 

B.C. This translation is the Septuagint -- LXX. 

a. A group of 70 scholars were called together by the Egyptian 

king to produce a Greek translation of the Hebrew text. 
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b. The book was called the Septuagint, meaning 70. 

3. This had great impact upon the Jews in their synagogue worship. 

4. Thus, when the New Covenant was given, it was written in the 

language of commerce and of the common people -- Koine Greek. 

c. Ptolemaic domination of Palestine ends with the defeat of the Ptolemies 

by the Seleucids at Caesarea Philippi. 

 

3. (►)  SELUCIDS (Syria) -- 323-164 B.C. 

a. Selecus Nicator (Victor): 311-284 B.C. 

1. He was another of Alexander’s generals. 

2. He founded Antioch of Syria. 

3. He controlled almost all of Asia. 

4. He began to promote the God of the Jews; he induced the Jews to 

settle in his cities. 

b. (►)  Antiochus III: 223-187 B.C. 

1. He was known as Antiochus, the Great. 

2. He was defeated by Ptolemy Philopater in 217 B.C. 

3. In 198 B.C. he defeated the Ptolemies and took control of 

Palestine. 

4. He lowered taxes; he allowed the Jews to live by their law. 

c. (►)  Antiochus IV Epiphanes (The Manifested One): 175-164 B.C. 

1. He came to power in 175 B.C. 

2. Antiochus re-captured Palestine. 

3. Daniel prophesied about him in Dn. 8:9-11; 22-25. 

4. His first act -- remove the Jewish High Priest, Onias. 

a. He ended the long line of High Priests from the tribe of Levi 

and family of Aaron. 

b. Onias the Third was the last of the hereditary line of priests. 

c. Antiochus sold the priesthood to a man called Jason (he was 

not of the family of Aaron). He began to adopt Greek culture 

in Israel. 

d. Jason was tricked by his younger brother Menelaus, who 

purchased the priesthood and then sold the golden vessels of 

the temple in order to make up the tribute money. 

5. He set up 5 provinces in Palestine: 

a. Judea 

b. Samaria 

c. Galilee 

d. Trachonitis 

e. Perea 

6.  He tried to force the Greek culture upon Palestine.7. He 

declared himself to be the human manifestation of Zeus, the chief 

Greek god. Idols were placed throughout Palestine. 
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8. In 171 B.C. Antiochus invaded Egypt. While Antiochus was in 

Egypt, it was reported, in 168 B.C., that he had been killed in 

battle, and Jerusalem rejoiced. 

a. The people, including Jason, organized a revolt and overthrew 

Menelaus, the pseudo-priest. 

b. When Antiochus heard of the rejoicing in Jerusalem, he 

returned with his army and devastated Jerusalem! 40,000 Jews 

were slain in a 3 day battle. 

c. Menelaus, that pseudo-priest, guided him into the Holy of 

Holies in the Temple. 

1. He destroyed the scrolls of the Law. 

2. He offered a sow on the sacred altar. 

3. He made a broth with that meat and sprinkled everything 

in the Temple -- defiling the most sacred part of the Jews -

- their very religion! This was the ULTIMATE of all 

desecrations! 

4. This was the Abomination of Desolation discussed in 

Daniel 9:27; Mt. 24:15 

5. Antiochus replaced Jason with Menelaus as High Priest. 

d. Then he erected an altar to Jupiter (Zeus) at the Temple. 

e. He forced the Jews to eat pork. 

f. Temple worship ceased for 3 years. 

g. Antiochus’ goal was to obliterate the Jewish religion from the 

face of the earth! 

 

d. The Jews bitterness and rebellion during the time of the Seleucids. 

1. (Slide #6)  Jewish loyalists (called Hasidim) and Hellenistic Jews 

resisted Greek culturalism. 

a. The Pharisees are their descendants. 

b. The Hellenistic Jews still followed the Law of Moses but were 

willing to adopt Greek culture. 

2. Mattathias and his 5 sons rebelled against the sacrilege; they fled to 

the hills and called for zealous patriots to join the rebellion! This 

led to the Maccabees who ultimately drove the Syrians out of 

Palestine. 

4.  (►)  MACCABEES -- 165-63 B.C. 

a. Mattathias Hasmoneas, a priest, was the father of 5 sons. Furious at 

the atrocities of Antiochus Ephiphanes against the Jews, Mattathias and 

his sons opposed the Seleucids and fled to the hills, calling patriots to 

become zealots! 

b. Judas Maccabees (Hammer): 165-161 B.C. 

1. He began waging guerrilla warfare upon the Seleucids. 

2. He defeated Antiochus Epiphanes in 3 battles. 

3. Judas retook Jerusalem in 164 B.C. 

4. He became the new governor of Palestine. 
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5. (►)  He purified the Temple and re-dedicated It! This instituted the 

“Feast of Dedication” (Hanukkah) that Jesus attended in Jn. 

10:22,23. 

6. The Syrian hostilities arose again; they killed Judas; the leadership 

of this movement fell to Judas’ brother Jonathan. 

c. Jonathan: 161-143 B.C. He was the youngest son of Mattathias and the 

brother Of Judas. He was assassinated. 

d. Simon: 143-135 B.C. 

1. (►)  He appealed to Rome for help. 

2. This brought the connection between the Jews and Rome. 

3. He was succeeded by his son, John Hyrcanus. 

e. Hasmonean Rulers: (Family of Judas -- Priests And Kings 

Simultaneously -- They assumed the office of High Priest.) 

a. John Hyrcanus: 135-104 B.C. He succeeded his father during a 

time when there was bitter conflict between the Pharisees and 

Sadducees. 

b. Aristobulus: 104-103 B.C. 

c. Alexander Janneus: 103-76 B.C. 

d. Queen Salome Alexandra: 76-67 B.C. 

e. Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus II: 67-63 B.C. 

1. These two grandsons of John Hyrcanus became bitter enemies; 

they appealed to Pompey, the Roman Emperor; he sided with 

Hyrcanus and appointed him as the governor. 

2. They split into 2 groups: Pharisees and Sadducees. 

3. The conflict between those two groups became so violent that 

the Romans stepped in and took over the country. 

 

 

B. (Slide #7)  ROMAN EMPIRE: (The Fourth World Empire Prophesied By 

Daniel! Dn. 2:40-44) 63 B.C.-A.D. 135. 

1. Rome was a republic before it became an Empire. 

a. At that time they had elected representatives. 

b. It became a republic in 509 B.C. This lasted for almost 450 years. 

c. The country flourished during that time; however, as military and 

political figures assumed more power, this led to the beginning of the 

Empire. 

 

2. (►)  The Roman Empire came to power in Palestine in 63 B.C. 

 

3. (►)  Civil War between Julius Caesar and Pompey: 49-45 B.C. Julius 

became the Roman Emperor in 46 B.C. He was assassinated in 44 B.C. 
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4. (►)  Marc Antony and Octavian, grandnephew of Julius, defeated the 

assassins of Julius Caesar. 42 B.C. This led to years of struggle for power 

occurred between these two men. 42-31 B.C. Octavian won the struggle 

and was declared to be the first Roman emperor and given the title 

Augustus Caesar. 27 B.C. - A.D. 14 

a. During this time, the Jews threw off Rome’s dominion from 40-37 B.C. 

b. When they were re-conquered, Antipater’s son, Herod the Great, was 

made king of the Jews. 

c. Augustus was the Emperor when Jesus was born. 

 

5. (Slide #8)  The Herods: 

a. HEROD THE GREAT 37-4 B.C. (Mt. 2:1-22; Lk. 1:5) 

1. The Emperor, Augustus, chose him to be the ruler over Judea. 

2. Herod was an Idumean (former Edomite). 

3. He was constantly trying to kill every person that he saw as a threat 

to his power. Imagine how he felt when he heard that “The King 

Of The Jews” had been born! No wonder he gave the decree to kill 

all the male children under age two! Mt. 2:1-11; 16-18 

4. He stirred up antagonism among the Jews toward Rome. He 

promised to build them a Temple. 

5. He built cities, buildings, and most importantly the Temple. 

6. He died in 4 B.C. (Some historians believe that he died a little 

later. The 4 B.C. dating is based upon the supposition that Jesus 

was born about 6 B.C.) 

b. Herod divided the land into 3 parts; his 3 sons were given these 

territories: 

1. HEROD ARCHELAUS was given Judea, Samaria and 

Idumea. 4 B.C. - A.D. 6 (Mt. 2:22). Then it was ruled by Roman 

procurators (from A.D. 41-44, however, King Herod Agrippa I 

ruled over Judea). 
2. ANTIPAS was given Galilee and Perea. 4 B.C. - A.D. 39 

3. PHILIP was given a non-Jewish portion northeast of the Sea of 

Galilee.  4 B.C. - A.D. 34  (Lk. 3:1) 

c. Herod Agrippa I. A.D. 37-44  (Ac. 12) 

d. Herod Agrippa II. A.D. 44-100 

 

6. During this Roman Period, much of the power was given into the hands of 

the Jewish High Priest who was in reality the religious AND political leader 

of the Jews. 

 

7. (►)  Impact that the Romans had on the world: 

a. They left the rule of law and order. 

b. They build a massive highway system that connected Rome with the 

Ends of the Empire. 

c. This was crucial to the spread of Christianity in the First Century! 

http://www.livius.org/pp-pr/procurator/procurator.html
http://www.livius.org/pp-pr/procurator/procurator.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agrippa_I
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C. (Slide #9)  Jewish Sects That Arose: 

1. (►)  The Pharisees 

a. They are the outgrowth of the Hasidim. 

b. They were ordinary Jews who strongly resisted the Greek culture and 

its influence. 

c. They were “the separated ones.” 

d. They demanded respect for and submission to the Law. 

e. They opposed anything that might corrupt the Jewish religion and its 

adherence to the Law of Moses. 

f. They were distraught that there was no High Priest to have authority at 

the Temple. 

g. They strongly believed in the supernatural, in angels, in the immortality 

of the soul, the doctrines of the future life, future rewards and 

punishments, and the resurrection. 

 

2. (►)  The Sadducees 

a. They were made up mainly of priests and aristocrats. 

b. They cooperated with the Seleucids and Romans. 

c. Most of them were Hellenists -- Jews who wanted the nation to accept 

the Greek culture and ways. 

c. The Sadducees were politically the most powerful party during New 

Testament times. 

d. They believed in God and the Law; however, they rejected most of the 

traditions and the interpretations of the Pharisees. 

e. They were the rationalists of their day -- if they couldn’t see it, they 

didn’t believe it! 

f. They denied the existence the afterlife and the supernatural -- of angels, 

immortality, rewards, punishments, and the future life. 

g. They were materialistic and had an earthly outlook. 

 

3. (►)  The Essenes. 

a. This group withdrew from society and established the Qumran 

community. 

b. They lived a monastic lifestyle that was very austere and regimented. 

1. They shared property in common and ate at a common table. 

2. They were vegetarians and their economy was based on labor in the 

fields. 

3. They abhorred filth in any form and their white apparel signified 

purity. 

 

4. (►)  The Zealots. 

a. These people focused upon the Jewish state. They thought it should be 

established at any cost. 

b. They were convinced that God would come to their military aid to 

throw off all rulers over them; they thought this would usher in the 

earth! 
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D. (►)  The Moral Conditions Of The Gentile World At That Time. 

1. Idolatrous worship 

 

2. Divorce 

 

3. Abortion and infanticide 

 

4. Prostitution 

 

5. Adultery 

 

6. Despair was rampant; the need for a Savior was desperate. 

 

 

E. (►)  Traits Of The Jews That Blessed The World: 

1. Belief in God. 

 

2. The Scriptures in the language of the people -- Koine Greek, 

 

3. They synagogue as a place of Bible study and worship. 

 

4. Rejection of idols, idolatry, and idol gods. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #10)  Lessons From The Intertestamental Period. 

A. (►)  It Is NO WONDER That The Jews Had Such An Intense Longing For A 

Messiah Who Was An Earthly Ruler Who Would Overthrow Rome -- They Had 

Been Under The Dominion Of Other Nations For Almost 8 Centuries!!! 

1. Jews were looking for a King to cast off Rome’s dominion: 

a. Mt. 2:2 The wise men asked: “Where is He who has been born King of 

the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to 

worship Him." 

b. Nathanael like many Jews was looking for a Messiah who would 

overthrow Rome. Jn. 1:49 “Nathanael answered and said to Him, 

‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’” 

c. Pilate was curious. Mt. 27:11 “Now Jesus stood before the governor. 

And the governor asked Him, saying, ‘Are You the King of the 

Jews?’ So Jesus said to him, ‘It is as you say’.” (Also Lk. 23:3) 

d. Mt. 27:29 [Pilate’s soldiers mocked Him] “When they had twisted a 

crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. 

And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, ‘Hail, 

King of the Jews!’” 
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2. The Jewish leaders did not see Him as the deliverer from Rome; they saw 

Him as a false claimant! 

a. Jn. 19:21 They told Pilate he was a fraud. “Therefore the chief priests 

of the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, 

‘He said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’’’”  

b. As He hung on the Cross, the Jewish leaders ridiculed Him! Mt. 27:42 

“He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, 

let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.” 

 

3. His Apostles were still confused just before He ascended to Heaven! Ac. 1:6 

“Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, ‘Lord, 

will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?’” 

 

4. Jesus Himself NEVER hinted at being an earthly ruler! Jn. 18:33-36 “Then 

Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, ‘Are You 

the King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered him, ‘Are you speaking for 

yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?’ 35Pilate 

answered, ‘Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

delivered You to me. What have You done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My 

kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 

servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now 

My kingdom is not from here.’” 

 

 

B. (►)  How Sad It Is When Revelation Goes Quiet!!! 

1. Without revelation, some became civil zealots. 

 

2. Without revelation, some became naturalists. 

 

3. Without revelation, some became hermits or monastics. 

 

4. And without revelation, some went beyond God’s Law and became 

legalistic and despised those of other nations! 

 

5. Without revelation, every man does what is right in his own eyes! 

 

 

C. (►)  The Amazing Providence Of God! 

1. The Babylonians became the Empire that controlled all 12 Tribes; this 

enabled believers to be under the same dominion. It was no longer Israel 

under Assyria. Babylon conquered Assyria first, thus controlling the 10 

tribes of Israel; then they conquered Judah! 
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2. The Medo-Persians were a humane people who treated the Jews with honor 

and respect. 

a. They showed respect to the Jewish people. 

b. Cyrus showed clemency to captured enemies; he allowed them to 

observe their own worship practices. 

c. He also had a policy of allowing captives to return to the homelands. 

d. They allowed the Jews to rebuild the Temple, the City of Jerusalem, 

and the walls of the city. 

 

3. The Greeks: 

a Alexander the Great was determined to spread Greek culture all over 

the world! 

b. The Koine Greek became vital! 

1. The O.T. translation of the Hebrews was the Septuagint or LXX. 

2. Koine Greek became the language of the common people! 

3. These things greatly impacted synagogue study and worship! 

 

4. The Romans  

a. They left the rule of law and order. 

b. They build a massive highway system that connected Rome with the 

Ends of the Empire. 

c. This was crucial to the spread of Christianity in the First Century! 

d. Their legal system gave protection for those hated by religious bigots. 

e. Daniel made an AMAZING prophecy about the four great world 

Empires in Dn. 2:40-44 “And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as 

iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like 

iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the 

others. 41Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and 

partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron 

shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42And 

as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the 

kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 43As you saw iron 

mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but 

they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 
44And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be 

left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 

kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” 
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D. (Slide #11)  Christ Came When God Said, “The Fullness Of Times Has Come!” 

1. Gal. 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the law,” 

 

2. Events that took the Jews from Captivity to Christ:  

a. Amazingly, succeeding captors brought easier circumstances. 

1. The Assyrians were an incredibly cruel people; they were experts 

in skinning people alive and piling up pyramids of heads. 

2. Succeeding empires were more and more humane than the 

Assyrians. 

b. The benevolent Persians allowing the Jews to return to their land and to 

restore their worship. 

c. The Greek culture involving the expanse of Koine Greek. 

d. The Roman domination of the world that provided peace; their 

transportation system that enabled world-wide travel. Their legal 

system protected Paul and granted him a right to appeal to Caesar. 

 

 

E. (►)  The GREAT MESSAGE: THE TIME FOR THE MESSIAH HAS 

COME!!! Everything is ready for the Messiah to come into the world!!!!! 


