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GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE 

BAPTIZER! 

 

 

 

(Slide #2)  Introduction: 

A. Have You Ever Waited And Waited For A Promise To Be Fulfilled And Finally 

Were About Given Up Hope? 

1. Imagine this wait -- 4,000 YEARS -- God had promised Satan that a 

descendant of Eve would CRUSH HIS HEAD! Gen. 3:15. It still had not 

occurred! 

 

2. Imagine this wait -- 1,900 YEARS -- God had promised Abraham that one 

of His descendants would bless all nations of the world! Gen. 12:3; 22:18 

 

3. Imagine this wait -- 750 YEARS -- God had promised through Isaiah that 

the Messiah would be born of a virgin! Is. 7:14 

 

4. And then after Malachi, it seemed as if God had gone “totally silent!!!” 

 

5. Imagine how the Jews must have felt. 

 

 

B. In Our Last Lesson We Studied The Intertestamental History. 

 

 

C. God Planned The Perfect Time To Bring To Bring The Messiah Into The World! 

1. Gal. 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the law,” 

 

2. Eph. 1:9,10 “having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to 

His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10that in the 

dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one 

all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth--in 

Him.” 

 

 

D. As We Saw Last Week, The Time Is At Hand! 
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I. (Slide #3)  O.T. Prophecies About John: 

A. (►)  Is. 40:3 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

LORD; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God.’” 

 

 

B. (►)  Mal. 4:5,6 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming 

of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 6And he will turn The hearts of the 

fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come 

and strike the earth with a curse.’” 

 

 

C. His Mission: 

1. He was to make things ready for the coming of the Messiah. 

 

2. He would prepare the hearts of the people for the Messiah. 

 

 

D. Questions: 

1. Why is he described as one “crying in the wilderness?” His mission would 

be to preach in the wilderness (desert). 

 

2. Why is he called “Elijah?” He is an itinerant preacher who lives in the 

wilderness; he is not a city guy; he would be totally comfortable in a desert 

setting; he was a man of the earth! He was very similar to Elijah, the O.T. 

Prophet! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #4)  Prophecy To Zacharias And Elisabeth. 

A. Lk. 1:5-23 “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest 

named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of 

Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both righteous before God, 

walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7But 

they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well 

advanced in years. 8So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in 

the order of his division, 9according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell 

to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 10And the whole 

multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. 11Then an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of 

incense. 12And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 
13But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is 

heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 

John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 
15For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 

strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 

womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts 
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of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to 

make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 18And Zacharias said to the angel, 

‘How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in 

years.’ 19And the angel answered and said to him, ‘I am Gabriel, who stands in 

the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad 

tidings. 20But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these 

things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled 

in their own time.’ 21And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he 

lingered so long in the temple. 22But when he came out, he could not speak to 

them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he 

beckoned to them and remained speechless. 23And so it was, as soon as the days 

of his service were completed, that he departed to his own house.” 

 

 

B. The Historical Setting: 

1. Rome was the world-wide Empire. 

 

2. (►)  Herod was the King of the Jews in Judea. 5 

a. He was a descendant of Esau, an Edomite, who was described by the 

Greek term Idumean. 

b. He was the king of Judea from 37 B.C. - 4 B.C. (Adjusted Calendar) 

 

3. (►)  We are introduced to a priest, Zacharias. 

a. He was of the division of Abijah. 

1. David, Zadok, and Ahimelech divided the Levites into 24 

divisions. I Chr. 24:7-18 

2. These divisions served at the Temple for a week at a time -- one 

week in the first part of the year; one week in the second part of the 

year. I Chr. 24:3. Then there were three weeks for the major 

festivals each year. 

3. These families were chosen by lot. I Chr. 24:5 

4. Abijah was the 8th division. I Chr. 24:10 

b. (►)  Zacharias was married to a woman of the family of Aaron, 

Elizabeth. 5 

1. This husband and wife were devout; God describes them as 

“righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord blameless.” 6. Joseph is described as “a just 

man” in Mt. 1:19 

2. They had one heart-rending struggle for a Jewish couple -- 

Elizabeth was barren. 7 

3. And they are described as “well-advanced in years.” 

c. (Slide #5)  Zacharias had left his home and was serving God, burning 

incense, at the Temple. 8,9 

1. The priests cast lots for areas of service during the week. 

2. Burning incense was a huge honor; the priests offered the incense 

in the Holy Place, just before the veil of the Most Holy Place. 
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3. Other priests entered with him; then they exited leaving him alone 

to offer the incense. 

d. A multitude of people was praying outside the Temple at the hour of 

incense. 10 

e. (►)  An angel appeared to Zacharias with a message from God! 11-20 

1. The angel Gabriel, 19, stood at the right side of the altar of incense. 

11 

2. Zacharias was frightened. 12 

3. The angel’s message: “Zacharias, do not be afraid, your prayer is 

heard; Elizabeth will a son; his name will be John.” 13 

4. He will bring joy and gladness to you, your wife, and to many. 14 

5. He will be great in the sight of the Lord. 15 

6. He will be a Nazarite -- “he will drink neither wine nor strong 

drink.” 15. Nu. 6 gives the laws for those who were Nazarites. 

7. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit from his birth! 15 

8. He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord! 16 

9. He will be “an Elijah” -- powerful and fearless in message; he will 

turn the hearts of the fathers to the children; he will turn the hearts 

of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just. All of this is to make 

ready a people who are prepared in heart for the Lord! 17 

10. (►)  Zacharias asked, “How shall I know that this promise will 

occur? I and my wife are elderly!” 18 

11. (Slide #6)  Gabriel offered a supernatural manifestation to prove to 

unbelieving Zacharias that his message was true -- Zacharias would 

be mute, unable to speak, until the baby would be born! 19,20. 

Verse 62 suggests that his hearing was impaired too. 

f. (►)  The multitude outside of the Temple was astounded that Zacharias 

took so long to exit the Temple. 21 

g. When he exited and could not speak, they sensed that he had seen a 

vision. He remained speechless! 22 

h. (►)  When the days of his service ended, he went to his house. 23 

 

 

C. (Slide #7)  Afterward, He Went Home From His Service At The Temple, And 

Elizabeth Got Pregnant. She Remained In Seclusion For Five Months. 24 

 

 

D. (►)  During The Sixth Month Of Elizabeth’s Pregnancy, Mary Went To Visit 

Elizabeth. Lk. 1:39,40 

1. Mary travelled to Judah to visit Elizabeth and Zacharias. 39,40 

 

2. (►)  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby, John, leapt in her 

womb! 40 

a. A BABY was inside Elizabeth. 

b. That baby responded to the excitement of Mary greeting Elizabeth. 
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3. (►)  Mary remained with Elizabeth for about three months and then 

returned to Nazareth. 56 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #8)  The Birth And Naming Of John The Baptizer. 

A. Text: Lk. 1:57-80 “Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her to be delivered, and 

she brought forth a son. 58When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord 

had shown great mercy to her, they rejoiced with her. 59So it was, on the eighth 

day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him by 

the name of his father, Zacharias. 60His mother answered and said, ‘No; he shall 

be called John.’ 61But they said to her, ‘There is no one among your relatives 

who is called by this name.’ 62So they made signs to his father--what he would 

have him called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, ‘His 

name is John.’ So they all marveled. 64Immediately his mouth was opened and 

his tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising God. 65Then fear came on all who 

dwelt around them; and all these sayings were discussed throughout all the hill 

country of Judea. 66And all those who heard them kept them in their hearts, 

saying, ‘What kind of child will this be?’ And the hand of the Lord was with 

him. 67 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, 

saying: 68‘Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed 

His people, 69And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His 

servant David, 70As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have 

been since the world began, 71That we should be saved from our enemies And 

from the hand of all who hate us, 72To perform the mercy promised to our 

fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 73The oath which He swore to our 

father Abraham: 74To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our 

enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 75In holiness and righteousness before 

Him all the days of our life. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 

Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 77To 

give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 
78Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high 

has visited us; 79To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of 

death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 80So the child grew and became 

strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Elizabeth Gave Birth To A Baby Boy. 1:57 

 

 

C. (►)  Elizabeth’s Neighbors And Relatives Rejoiced With Her! 58 

1. This barren Jewish woman has been blessed with a son! 

 

2. What a thrilling blessing; her barrenness has been removed! 
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D. Naming The Son: 1:59-79 

1. (►)  On the eighth day, the day to circumcise the boy, the people were 

going to name him Zacharias! 59. See Lev. 12:3; Gen. 17:12 

 

2. (Slide #9)  Elizabeth was adamantly resistant to naming the baby Zacharias; 

she said, “He will be named John!” 60 

a. In Jewish culture, the oldest boy was often given his father’s name. 

b. The boy was often named on the day of his circumcision although this 

was not a command of the Law of Moses. 

 

3. (►)  Friends said, “You have no one in your family by that name!” 61 

 

4. (►)  Then they made signs to Zacharias who had been mute for nine 

months, asking him what the baby should be named. He wrote on a tablet, 

“His name is John.” 62,63 

 

5. (►)  Immediately and miraculously Zacharias’ tongue was loosed and he 

began to speak and to praise God! 64. “These things” that Gabriel foretold 

nine months earlier, verse 20, were now fulfilled. 

 

6. (Slide #10)  Reactions of their friends, family, and acquaintances: 

a. They all marveled! 63 

b. The people of Judea became fearful as they discussed these events. 65 

c. People were wondering, “What kind of child will this be?” 66 

1. Remember that there had been no prophet in Israel for 400 years. 

2. Some may have known the prophecy about a prophet before the 

Messiah. 

 

7. (►)  The Lord’s hand was with the child. 66 

 

8. (►)  Zacharias’ Prophetic song: 67-79 

a. He was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied. 67 

b. He praised God for visiting and redeeming His people -- he is speaking 

about the coming Messiah. 68-70 

1. He has raised up salvation for us in the House of David. 69 

2. This was a fulfillment of O.T. prophet’s messages. 

c. God had promised salvation and deliverance for the Jews -- they would 

be saved from our enemies and the prophecy that He swore to Abraham 

that He would deliver them from their enemies and that they could 

serve Him without fear and live in holiness and righteousness before 

Him all the days of their lives! 71-75 

e. He declared that John would be a prophet of God who would prepare 

the way for the Lord. He would do so by guiding them to the remission 

of their sins. 76,77 

f. Salvation would be in His Kingdom! He would give light to those in 

darkness and to those in the shadow of death; he would guide them into 

the way of peace. 78-79 
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E. (►)  John Grew; He Became A Strong Personality; He Lived In The Deserts 

Until He Began His Ministry. 80. He Resided Around Jericho And The Dead 

Sea. 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #11)  The Providential Preparation For The Messiah To Come Continues! 

A. (►)  In Our Last Lesson We Saw How God Used Events In Empires And 

Cultures For The Time To Be Right To Bring The Messiah Into The World! 

1. We saw that in the 400 years of “The Period Of Silence” God was still at 

work providentially! 

 

2. The influence of the Greece upon the world: 

a. The influence of the Greek language upon the common people of the 

world -- Koine Greek. 

1. This enabled people to speak a very common language. 

2. The opportunities that the Ptolemies and the Seleucids gave the 

Jewish people: 

a. Ptolemy Philadelphus invited Jews to Egypt; almost one 

million went to Egypt. 

1. The Septuagint was translated from Hebrew into Greek, 

the LXX. 

2. This had great influence upon the Jewish synagogues. 

b. Selecus Nicator was very kind to the Jews. 

c. Antiochus III lower the taxes and allowed Jews to live by their 

own laws. 

b. The influence of Greek culture upon the Jews: 

1. Greek culture permeated Jewish culture and lifestyle. 

2. Names were changed: 

a. Judah became Judaea 

b. The Edomites became Idumeans. 

 

3. The Romans brought the preparations of the Empires to a climax as world 

circumstances and cultures made it a perfect time for the Messiah to come 

to the world. 

a. They brought the rule of law and order to the world. 

b. They build a massive highway system that connected Rome with the 

Ends of the Empire. 

c. Their legal system gave protection for those hated by religious bigots. 

 

4. All of these events were crucial to the spread of Christianity in the First 

Century! 
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B. (►)  BUT, ONE THING Remained -- Preparation Of The Jewish Nation Itself! 

1. In this lesson we see God make the last preparation! 

 

2. He supernaturally brings about the conception of John; he became the 

prophet of God who would call the Jewish people to repentance; he would 

prepare the way for the Messiah to come! 

a. He would call them to repentance: 

1. The Jewish culture was a wicked culture with corrupt priests, and 

sectarianism. Too the people were very miserable and unhappy; 

they did not have spiritual direction that led them to God. 

2. Lk. 1:17 “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of 

Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.” 

b. Lk. 1:76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For 

you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,” 

 

 

C. (Slide #12)  The GREAT MESSAGE: NOW THE TIME FOR THE MESSIAH 

HAS COME!!! Everything Is Ready For The Messiah To Come Into The 

World!!!!! THE WAIT IS ALMOST OVER!!!!! 


