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DO YOU TRIVIALIZE SIN? 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. “Trivialize” -- “Underestimate;” “Play Down;” “Make Light Of.” 

 

 

B. Mankind Has Always Struggled With This Attitude And Approach Toward Sin! 

 

 

C. We Do Too! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  If We Trivialize Sin, We Can EASILY “Slip Into Sin!” 

A. Choices That We Make To Sin Can Have Such A Range Of Emotions! 

1. Sometimes, we just let ourselves slide right into it without thinking. 

a. It’s there; we just give in; it’s as if we have been hoodwinked and 

overcome without even thinking! 

b. It just seemed SO EASY to sin! 

 

2. Sometimes we just do what is accepted by those around us without even 

asking, “Is this contrary to God’s Will?” 

 

3. Sometimes we think before doing it; arrogantly we do it anyway! 

a. We know it is wrong; we know we shouldn’t do it; we do it anyway! 

b. We violate every caution we have heard; we violate every Scripture we 

know! 

c. We beat ourselves up; we agonize in our hearts; we wonder how in the 

world we did that! 

 

 

B. Reasons We “Slip Into Sin!” 

1. It is so commonplace! 

a. Sin is so widespread and accepted that it no longer seems wrong or 

wicked! 

b. Thus you hear the excuse, “Everybody does it!” 

 

2. Sin becomes SO ACCEPTED that it is no longer seen as sin! 

a. Pr. 30:20 “This is the way of an adulterous woman: She eats and wipes 

her mouth, And says, ‘I have done no wickedness.’” 
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b. We may not even see sin as sin! 

 

3. We want to do it; we long to be like sinners! 

a. Oh how easy it is to be tempted to be like the world! 

b. Js. 1:14,15 “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own 

desires and enticed. 15Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 

sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” 

c. Examples: 

1. Vulgar and irreverent speech are so common that we do not see it 

as bad, ungodly, or wrong! 

2. Styles of clothes and clothing that border upon and that are just flat 

indecency are so common that we do not even think about them 

being wrong. 

3. We care more about our children being popular and accepted by 

the world that about them doing right! 

d. When we long to be like sinners, we are trivializing sin and may not 

even realize it! 

e. HOW WE CAN CHOKE on the ways of the world. 

1. This is seen in the “Thorny Soil” in the Parable Of The Sower 

(Soils). 

2. Lk. 8:14 “Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, 

when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, 

and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.” 

 

4. We justify our sins with the “Victimization Card!” 

a. Victimization -- Someone else caused me to do it! 

b. Adam & Eve notoriously introduced this attitude into the world right 

after introducing sin into the world! 

1. Adam -- “It is THE WOMAN’S fault that YOU gave me!” Gen. 

3:12 

2. Eve -- “The DEVIL made me do it!” Gen. 3:13 

 

5. We do not know God and His Will! 

a. Jer. 9:3 “‘And like their bow they have bent their tongues for lies. They 

are not valiant for the truth on the earth. For they proceed from evil to 

evil, And they do not know Me,’ says the LORD.” 

b. However, ignorance is not an excuse or justification for sin! 

 

6. We tolerate a little sin; it leads us to more sin! 

a. A little tolerated sin leads to more and more sin! 

b. Eli tolerated his son’s sins; it led to them becoming more and more 

corrupt! I Sa. 2 

1. He was a priest at Shiloh. 

2. He tolerated his sons violating their priestly portion of the 

sacrifices. 2:10-17 
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3. Later, as an aged man, he did not intervene when they were 

committing fornication with women who came to make sacrifices 

at the Tabernacle. 2:22-25 

c. I Cor. 5:6 “Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little 

leaven leavens the whole lump?” 

 

7. We categorize sins! 

a. “Big” sins; and “Little sins.” 

b. “Big lies” and “White lies.” 

 

8. We rename sin so it will not sting so much! 

a. We label fornication ‘sleeping together.’ 

b. We call it ‘fudging on our income tax’ instead of “cheating the 

government.” 

c. We all it a ‘little white lie’ instead of “lying.” 

 

 

C. Sin Is Becoming Trivial To Us, And The Sad Thing Is That We Don't Even 

Realize It. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  How FAR-REACHING Are The Consequences Of Trivializing Sin! 

A. We REFUSE To Listen To God! 

1. Jer. 16:10-12 “And it shall be, when you show this people all these words, 

and they say to you, ‘Why has the LORD pronounced all this great disaster 

against us? Or what is our iniquity? Or what is our sin that we have 

committed against the LORD our God?’ 11then you shall say to them, 

‘Because your fathers have forsaken Me,’ says the LORD; ‘they have 

walked after other gods and have served them and worshiped them, and 

have forsaken Me and not kept My law. 12And you have done worse than 

your fathers, for behold, each one follows the dictates of his own evil heart, 

so that no one listens to Me.’” 

 

2. Jer. 6:10 “To whom shall I speak and give warning, That they may hear? 

Indeed their ear is uncircumcised, And they cannot give heed. Behold, the 

word of the LORD is a reproach to them; They have no delight in it.” 

 

3. Jer. 25:4 “And the LORD has sent to you all His servants the prophets, 

rising early and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined your 

ear to hear.” 

 

4. We just stop our ears to His direction and Will! 
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B. Hearts Become Calloused, Then Hardened, And Then Totally Impenetrable! 

1. And it occurs quite slowly! 

 

2. A calloused attitude develops slowly so that the person is hardened in his 

feelings, and his conscience that is designed by God to prick and goad him 

to do right becomes inoperative! 

 

 

C. It Can Cause Us To Become Worse And Worse! 

1. II Tim. 3:13 “But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 

deceiving and being deceived.” 

 

2. It habitually grows! 

a. Ahab is a classic example! 

b. I Ki. 16:30-33 “Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 

LORD, more than all who were before him. 31And it came to pass, as 

though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of 

Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and 

worshiped him. 32Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, 

which he had built in Samaria. 33And Ahab made a wooden image. 

Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the 

kings of Israel who were before him.” 

c. The influence of Jeroboam’s sins was all around him from his youth; 

that led him into decisions that led him down a path of greater and 

greater sin and condemnation! 

d. David gave this caution in the FIRST verse of Psalms: “Blessed is the 

man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the 

path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;” Ps. 1:1 

 

 

D. It Can Make You Something That You Cannot Fathom! 

1. Look at Joseph’s brothers: 

 

2. The road to destruction in their hearts! 

a. Jealousy Gen. 37:4 

b. Conspiracy Gen. 37:18 

c. Even the thought of murder Gen. 37:20 

 

 

E. It Can Negatively Impact Succeeding Generations, Friends, And Brethren! 

1. Ex. 20:5 “you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD 

your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,” 
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2. Ex. 34:76, “And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, 

the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in 

goodness and truth, 7keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity 

of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and 

the fourth generation.’” 

 

 

F. It Can Paralyze Us Spiritually And Damn Us Eternally! 

1. Sinners face the impending wrath of God! 

 

2. Amos. 9:1-4 “I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and He said: ‘Strike the 

doorposts, that the thresholds may shake, And break them on the heads of 

them all. I will slay the last of them with the sword. He who flees from them 

shall not get away, And he who escapes from them shall not be delivered. 
2Though they dig into hell, From there my hand shall take them; Though 

they climb up to heaven, From there I will bring them down; 3And though 

they hide themselves on top of Carmel, From there I will search and take 

them; Though they hide from My sight at the bottom of the sea, From there I 

will command the serpent, and it shall bite them; 4Though they go into 

captivity before their enemies, From there I will command the sword, And it 

shall slay them. I will set My eyes on them for harm and not for good.’” 

 

3. Mt. 23:33 “Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the 

condemnation of hell?” 

 

4. Mt. 7:23 Even sincere disobeyers will hear “Depart from Me!” “And then I 

will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!’” 

 

5. Examples: 

a. Sodom & Gomorrah! Gen. 18:20 

b. Egyptians! Ex. 7-14 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #4)  How DIFFICULT Was It For The Godhead To Provide 

Justification? 

A. Contrast Men’s Trivialization Of Sin With The PAINFUL CHOICE Of The 

Godhead And Of Jesus To Provide Justification! 

 

 

B. Think Of The Word Of The Song: “How DEEP The Father’s Love For Us!” 
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C. His Incredible Sacrifices: 

1. Mt. 26:28 “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 

many for the remission of sins.” 

 

2. II Cor. 5:19 “that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 

word of reconciliation.” 

 

3. II Cor. 5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

4. II Cor. 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 

was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty 

might become rich.” 

 

5. Phil. 2:6-8 “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 

equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point 

of death, even the death of the cross.” 

 

6. Heb. 12:2 “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 

has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

7. I Jn. 2:1,2 “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may 

not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous. 2And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

 

 

C. He Bore It All That I Might Live! 

1. His sacrifice to leave Heaven (His presence with the Father and the Spirit). 

 

2. Incarnation. 

 

3. Mistreatment, rejection, suffering, and Crucifixion! 

 

 

D. Because Of His Sacrifice And The Provided Atonement, Sins Are Not Imputed 

To Believers! 

1. Ps. 32:1,2 “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is 

covered. 2Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is no deceit.” 

 

2. Rom. 4:8 “Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.” 



 7 

IV. (Slide #5)  Those Who Appreciate Forgiveness Refuse To Trivialize Sin! 

A. The Plea Of Those Who Have Sinned LONG For Mercy And Forgiveness! 

1. Ps. 51:2 “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my 

sin.” 

 

2. Is. 1:18 “‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ Says the LORD, ‘Though 

your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are 

red like crimson, They shall be as wool.’” 

 

3. I Jn. 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 

us from all sin.” 

 

4. I Jn. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

 

B. Those Who Are Forgiven And Who Are TRULY Appreciative Are Beautifully 

Described In Scripture: 

1. Lk. 7:36-50 “Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He 

went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37And behold, a woman 

in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the 

Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38and stood at 

His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, 

and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 

anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39Now when the Pharisee who had 

invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, ‘This man, if He were a 

prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is 

touching Him, for she is a sinner.’ 40And Jesus answered and said to him, 

‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ So he said, ‘Teacher, say it.’ 
41‘There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred 

denarii, and the other fifty. 42And when they had nothing with which to 

repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will 

love him more?’ 43Simon answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he 

forgave more.’ And He said to him, ‘You have rightly judged.’ 44Then He 

turned to the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered 

your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet 

with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45You gave Me no 

kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 
46You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet 

with fragrant oil. 47Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are 

forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves 

little.’ 48Then He said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 49And those who sat 

at the table with Him began to say to themselves, ‘Who is this who even 

forgives sins?’ 50Then He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you. Go 

in peace.’” 
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C. FIGHT, CLAW, SCRATCH Against Sin In This World! 

1. RESIST! 

a. Motivate yourself to resist! 

b. Joseph in Gen. 39:9 “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

against God?” 

 

2. Don’t bring it into your heart, your house, or your life! 

a. Dt. 7:26 “Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you 

be doomed to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest it and utterly 

abhor it, for it is an accursed thing.” 

b. II Jn. 9-11 “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of 

Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has 

both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 
11for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” 

 

3. Hate every false way! 

a. Ps. 119:104 “Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I 

hate every false way.” 

b. Pr. 8:13 “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and 

the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate.” 

c. Let is VEX your soul! Lot! II Pet. 2:7,8 “and delivered righteous Lot, 

who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 8(for that 

righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul 

from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)--” 

 

 

D. Determine To Be Like God! 

1. Partake of the traits of the divine nature! II Pet. 1:4 “ by which have been 

given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 

may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is 

in the world through lust.” 

 

2. Let that be your DRIVING motivation! 

 

 

E. Dream Of Heaven! 

1. Why?  

 

2. In Heaven -- NO SIN! Rev. 22:3,4 

 

3. Imagine -- NO temptation, NO sin! 

 

4. NEVER a threat or temptation to trivialize sin; rather to LOVE Heaven! 
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Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #6)  Seek To See Sin As God Sees It! 

 

 

B. (Slide #7)  NEVER Let Yourself Be Deceived By Trivializing Sin!!!! 


