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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST!” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. From The Time That Eve And Adam Succumbed To Satan’s Temptations, God 

Was Foretelling The Coming Of A Messiah Who Would Provide Salvation For 

Mankind. 

 

 

B. In This Sermon, We Examine The Supernatural Conception And The Birth Of 

Jesus Christ -- The Arrival Of The Messiah And Savior, JESUS CHRIST! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  The Old Testament Prophecy: 

A. (►)  Is. 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 

 

 

B. Events During The Days Of Ahaz, King Of Judah About 740 B.C. 

1. The kings of Syria and Israel, Rezin and Pekah, allied to attack Judah. They 

had tried to persuade Ahaz, the king of Judah to ally with them to fight 

Assyria; he had refused. Is. 7:1 

a. These two kings were determined to overthrow Ahaz and install a 

puppet king of their choosing, the son of Tabel. Is. 7:6 

b. In fact, Pekah had attacked and killed 120,000 of Ahaz’s soldiers and 

had carried 200,000 women and children of Judah into captivity in 

Israel! II Chr. 28: 

 

2. As the people of Judah were filled with terror, God sent Isaiah to tell Ahaz 

not to fear this enemy alliance. Is. 7:2-6. 

a. God was telling Ahaz that he did not have to reach out to the Assyrians 

for protection; GOD was their protector. 

b. He was not going to allow the Syrian/Israeli kings to put a puppet king 

of their own choice on the throne of David; God had promised that 

Judah would be a perpetual dynasty of the descendants of David. II Sa. 

7:13 
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3. In fact, God told Ahaz that that this enemy alliance would not overthrow 

him; in fact, within 65 years Israel would no longer exist as a nation! Is. 7:7-

9 

 

4. God urged Ahaz to believe this message! 7:9. 

a. Sadly, Ahaz had already made a choice to reach out to the King of 

Assyria for protection instead of trusting God! 

b. Ahaz had given much of his wealth to Tiglath-pileser III, the king of 

Assyria to help defend him from the Syrian/Israel alliance. II Ki. 16:5-9 

 

5. God even told Ahaz to ask for a miraculous sign to prove that Isaiah’s 

prophecy was true. 7:10-17 

a. Ahaz retorted, “I could not possibly test the LORD by asking for a 

sign!” Is. 7:12 

b. God’s response: “I will give you [plural] a sign anyway!!! This sign 

would be for Ahaz and the nation of Judah. Judah will continue to exist 

until a virgin conceives and bears a son who will be called Immanuel!” 

Is. 7:13,14 

1. The word “virgin” is used 6 other times in the Hebrew text. All 6 

times it refers to a “virgin” not just a “young woman.” 

2. Examples: 

a. Gen. 24:43 Rebekah (She was a virgin; no man had known 

her. 24:26) 

b. Ex. 2:8 Miriam 

c. Ps. 68:25 Maidens who played timbrels at the Temple. 

d. Song of Sol. 1:3 

e. Song of Sol. 6:8 

f. Pr. 30:19 

c. And Assyria will destroy both of those enemy nations! Is. 7:17 

 

 

C. Thus God Is Declaring That Judah Will Exist Until A Virgin Will Conceive And 

Bear A Son! Picture It, Wicked Ahaz, A Nationalistic Jew Would Likely Be 

Filled With Arrogant Pride, “Well Sure! Judah Will ALWAYS Continue To 

Exist With God’s Blessings! [But We Know Judah Existed Until The 

Generation After The Messiah Was Born And Died!] 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  The Promise To Mary. 

A. In Our Last Lesson We Studied About The Birth Of John The Baptizer. 

 

 

B. Elderly Elizabeth Was Pregnant! Lk. 1:7, 24 
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C. During The Sixth Month Of Elizabeth’s Pregnancy, God Sent Gabriel To Mary 

Lk. 1:26-38 

1. Mary was a resident of Nazareth, about 60-65 miles north of Jerusalem. 

 

2. She was betrothed [a year-long legally binding commitment] to Joseph. 

 

3. The angel’s message to Mary: Lk. 1:28-38 

a. “Rejoice, you are favored and blessed among women.” 28 

b. Mary’s response: she was troubled, wondering what was happening. 29 

c. Mary was told that she would conceive a baby boy; his name would be 

Jesus. He would be great, yes, the Son of the Highest, and God would 

give Him the throne of his forefather David. He would have an 

everlasting kingdom.” 30-33 

d. Mary was totally confused: “How can this be, since I do not know a 

man?” 34 She was a virgin! 

e. The angel explained how it would happen: “The Holy Spirit will bring 

about the pregnancy; this baby boy will be called the Son of God.” 35 

f. The angel also told her about Elizabeth’s supernatural pregnancy in her 

old age -- she is six months pregnant. 36,37 

g, Mary responded with humility and acceptance of God’s message! 38 

 

 

D. Mary Went To Visit Elizabeth. Lk. 1:39-56 

1. Mary traveled to Judah [likely to a Levitical city] to visit six-month 

pregnant Elizabeth and Zacharias. 39,40 

 

2. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby, John, leapt in her womb! 

40 

 

3. Elizabeth prophesied! 41-45 

a. She was filled with the Holy Spirit (The Holy Spirit gave her a message 

from Heaven!) 41 

b. Her prophecy to Mary: 42-45 

1. “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb!” 42 

2. She wondered WHY the mother of my Lord would come to her. 

She observed that as soon as she heard Mary’s greeting, the babe in 

her womb, John, leapt for joy. 43,44 

3. She praised Mary for her faith in God’s promises to her. 45 

 

4. Mary’s response -- A Song Of Praise To God! Some call it her 

“Magnificat.” 46-55 

a. Mary glorified God that He would choose her, one of lowly state, to 

bring the Messiah into the world. 46-48 

b. She realized that throughout the rest of the world, people will call her 

blessed! 48 
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c. She glorified God for His blessings to her and for His holiness. She 

praised Him for His mercy to Israel throughout the generations, for 

scattering the proud, for putting down the mighty from their thrones and 

exalting the lowly, for filling the hungry with good things and sending 

the rich away empty, and for keeping his promise to Abraham and to 

his seed. 49-55 

 

5. Mary remained with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned to 

Nazareth. 56 

 

 

E. Confirmations To Mary: 

1. Imagine Mary’s amazement when Gabriel told her that she would conceive 

and bear the “Son of God.” 

 

2. Imagine her concern: “I am espoused to Joseph; WHAT WILL HE THINK? 

Will this destroy our relationship? Will this destroy our marriage? Will he 

divorce me?” 

 

3. Imagine Mary being told that she is blessed above all women; she will be 

known throughout the rest of the history of the world!!! [That could seem 

unbelievable! It could be a source of pride and arrogance to one who did not 

have a humble, submissive heart! 

 

4. Imagine how she felt when she was told about Elizabeth’s pregnancy that 

Elizabeth was keeping confidential! 

 

5. Imagine how Mary felt when John leapt inside Elizabeth when Mary greeted 

her! 

 

6. Imagine how Mary felt when Elizabeth begins to prophecy about her: 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” 

and when Elizabeth commends her for her obedient heart! 

 

 

F. NO WONDER Mary Glorified God, Realized That These Prophecies Were 

Truly Going To Occur, And Grasped That God Was Fulfilling His Promise To 

Abraham And To The People Of Israel!!!!! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #4)  The Clarifying Prophecy To Joseph. 

A. (Slide #5)  Text: Mt. 1:18-25 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: 

After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she 

was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just 

man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 

secretly. 20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
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appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit. 21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for 

He will save His people from their sins.’ 22So all this was done that it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23‘Behold, 

the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 

Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’ 24Then Joseph, being aroused 

from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his 

wife, 25and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he 

called His name JESUS.” 

 

 

B. Imagine How Joseph Felt When He Realized That Mary Was Pregnant!!! 

1. Confused? 

 

2. Angry? 

 

3. Hurt to the core? 

 

 

C. Joseph Was A Very Compassionate Man; He Was Going To Just Divorce Her 

Secretly So He Would Not Embarrass, Humiliate, Or Disgrace Mary. Mt. 1:19 

 

 

D. As He Is Contemplating How To Respond And What To Do, An Angel Of The 

Lord In A Dream Revealed The True Details With Clarity! Mt. 1:20-25 

1. He was told to proceed and take her as his wife. 20 

 

2. The baby conceived in her is NOT by an illicit sexual tryst; the Holy Spirit 

brought about this supernatural conception! 20 

 

3. She will deliver a Son named JESUS -- He will save sinners who come to 

faith in Him! 21 

 

4. This is NOT AN ACCIDENT! This is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy 

in Is. 7:14! 

 

5. He is told the nature of this Son, “He will be called ‘Immanuel’ meaning 

“God with us!” 

 

 

E. Joseph’s Very Positive Response To This Dream! 24,25 

1. He married Mary. 

 

2. They did not have sexual relations until after the birth of Jesus! 

 

3. She was her firstborn Son! 
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a. He was THE UNIQUE Son that she bore. 

b. He was the first Son that she bore; she had many others with Joseph. 

c. Mt. 13:55,56 “Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called 

Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56And His 

sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these 

things?” 

d. People in Nazareth were confused as they observed Jesus’ life: They 

thought that He was Joseph’s son -- in reality He was NOT Joseph’s 

literal son. They also knew that Joseph and Mary had at least 4 other 

sons and a least three daughters [“are they not ALL with us?” If they 

had only two daughters, the pronoun would have been “both!”] 

 

4. When this son was born, Joseph and Mary named Him “Jesus” -- “Savior!” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #6)  The Birth Of Jesus Christ. 

A. It Was During The Days Of August, The Caesar Of The Roman Empire! Lk. 2:1 

1. (Slide #7)  He made a decree that everyone in the Empire was to register in 

a census. Lk. 2:1,2 

 

2. Every person had to register in his or her own city. Lk. 2:2. This obviously 

was very laborious and demanding, particularly for a pregnant woman! 

 

3. Because Joseph was born in Bethlehem and was of the family of David, He 

had to go out of Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem of Judea. Lk. 2:4 [Thus, 

Micah 5:2 was fulfilled!] 

 

4. Both Joseph and his betrothed and pregnant wife, Mary, had to register 

there. Lk. 2:5 

 

5. Some would consider this an untimely or inconvenient birth! While they 

were there to register, she went into labor. Lk. 2:6 

 

6. (Slide #8)  She delivered her firstborn Son, THE CHRIST, (Slide #9)  

wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and (Slide #10)  laid Him in a manger. 

Lk. 2:7 

a. Why? 

b. There was no room for them in the inn. 

c. Imaging how many people were traveling for the census! NO 

WONDER there was no room! 

 

 

B. (Slide #11)  The Birth Of The Messiah Disclosed To The Shepherds In The 

Fields! Lk. 2:8-18 

1. Shepherds were living in the fields; they were watching their flocks by night 

in the fields. Lk. 2:8 
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a. This suggests that He was NOT born on Dec. 25. 

b. Shepherds were typically in the fields with their flocks from March 

through November. 

c. This event likely occurred in the Spring. 

 

2. An angel of the Lord stood before them; the glory of the Lord shone around 

them and caused great fear for them! Lk. 2:9 

 

3. (Slide #12)  The angel’s message: “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11For there is born to 

you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

lying in a manger.’ Lk. 2:10-12 [After 400 years of silence, an angel of God 

proclaims a message that is for ALL PEOPLE!] 

 

4. Suddenly an angelic host burst forth in praise to God, “Glory to God in the 

highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 13,14 

 

5. (Slide #13)  When the angels went into heaven, the shepherds said, “Let us 

now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” Lk. 2:15 

 

6. When they came to Bethlehem they found Mary and Joseph with Jesus lying 

in a manger. Lk. 2:16 

 

7. Then they went forth from Bethlehem proclaiming that birth of this child; 

people marveled at their report! Lk. 2:17,18 

 

 

C. Mary’s Response To All These Amazing Events: Lk. 2:19 

1. Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

 

2. Why would this statement be made? 

 

3. It is very similar to Mary’s reaction after they found Jesus in the Temple at 

age 12. Lk. 2:51 “Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 

was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart.” 

 

 

D. Presentation At The Temple. Lk. 2:21-40 

1. On the eighth day when He was circumcised, the baby boy was named 

Jesus; this was the name the Angel had given before the boy was conceived! 

Lk. 2:21 

a. Lk. 1:31 Mary was told his name. 

b. Mt. 1:21 Joseph was told his name. 
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2. Mary’s purification: Lk. 2:22-24 

a. The Law of Moses gave the rules for purification and for presenting the 

child at the Temple. 

b. This occurred on day 40 for a male child and on day 80 for a female 

child. Lev. 12:1-8 

c. Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem. Lk. 2:22 

d. The Law that the oldest male belongs to the Lord is cited. Ex. 

13:2,13,15. Lk. 2:23 

e. The sacrifice of 2 turtledoves or pigeons is the sacrifice of those who 

are quite poor. Lev. 12:8. Lk. 2:24 

 

3. (Slide #14)  Simeon’s joyous praise of Jesus. Lk. 2:25-35 

a. He was a just and devout man. Lk. 2:25 

b. He was waiting for “the Consolation of Israel.” Lk. 2:25 

c. The Holy Spirit had told him that he would not die until He saw the 

Lord’s Christ! Lk. 2:25,26 

d. When Joseph and Mary presented Jesus at the Temple, Simeon held the 

child and glorified God! Lk. 2:27 

1. He declared that he was now ready to die because God had kept 

His Word in bring His salvation to the world who would bring a 

light to the Gentiles and glory to Israel! Lk. 2:28-32 

2. Joseph and the mother of Jesus marveled! Lk. 2:33 

3. Simeon blessed them; he talked about Jesus’ ministry and about 

pain that would come to Mary. He said to Mary, “This child will 

bring unbelievers to their fall; He will raise those who are believers 

in Israel! People’s reactions to Him would reveal their hearts! And 

Mary’s heart would be pierced because of what unbelievers would 

do to Him! Lk. 2:34-35 

 

4. Anna’s thankfulness to God! Lk. 2:36-38 

a. This daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Asher was a prophetess; she 

was inspired by the Holy Spirit. Lk. 2:36 

b. After seven years of marriage her husband had died; she was a widow 

who was 84 years old. She served at the Temple. Lk. 2:36,37 

c. Seeing Jesus, she gave thanks to the Lord and declared Him to be the 

redeemer who was to come to Jerusalem! Lk. 2:38 

 

5. After the purification, Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. Lk. 

2:39 

 

6. Jesus grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom and the grace of 

God was upon Him! Lk. 2:40 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #15)  Who Is The Baby Who Is Born? 

A. (Slide #16)  The O.T. Promised Messiah! 
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1. Meaning of “Messiah” -- “The Old Testament Anointed One!” -- The 

Prophesied Deliverer!” 

 

2. The One that the prophecies foretold! 

 

 

B. (Slide #17)  The “Son Of God!” Lk. 1:35 

1. He was never called “the Son of God” in eternity or in the Old Testament! 

 

2. He was only called the “Son of God” after the Holy Spirit caused the 

conception by Mary. 

 

 

C. (Slide #18)  The “Only Begotten Son Of God!” 

1. Every other man born in the world was a “son of man.” 

 

2. God had promised Satan in the Garden of Eden that the “Seed of woman” 

would “bruise his head.” Gen. 3:15. 

 

3. He is THE UNIQUE ONE -- the ONLY one whose conception was brought 

about by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

D. (Slide #19)  “Immanuel” -- “God With Us!” Mt. 1:23 

1. This is SUCH an important word. 

 

2. It was prophesied in Is. 7:14 and declared to Joseph in Mt. 1:23. 

 

3. “Immanuel” -- “God with us!” 

 

4. This word tells us who He is -- A Divine Being! 

 

 

E. (Slide #20)  Talk About Jesus Being Divine And Human. 

1. Sometimes preachers and Christians try to become eloquent in trying to 

explain Jesus -- “The God-man” or “100% Divine and 100% man”. And 

people have NO IDEA what they mean! 

 

2. A Divine Being -- One of the three members of the Godhead; an eternal 

spirit! 

 

3. Human -- a spirit living in a body. 

 

4. Who was Jesus Christ? A Spirit (albeit a Divine Spirit) living inside a body! 

 

F. (Slide #21)  The Message Of The Awesome Event: “Joy To The World, The 

Lord Has Come!” 


