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“GREAT EVENTS OF THE BIBLE -- 

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT.” 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Lesson, We Saw God’s Eternal Plan Begin To Happen! 

1. Prophecies had been made since Eve and Adam fell in the Garden of Eden. 

Gen. 3:15 

 

2. Snippets of information were given in prophecy throughout the millennia of 

the O.T.: 

a. He will be of the seed of Abraham. Gen. 12:1-3 

b. He will be a blessing to all families of the earth, Gen. 12:3; He will be a 

blessing to all nations! Gen. 22:18 

c. He would be conceived in a Virgin; He would be “Immanuel” -- “A 

Divine Being.” Is. 7:14 

d. He would be born in Bethlehem. Mi. 5:2 

 

 

B. We Saw The AMAZING Event -- The Birth Of Jesus Christ! 

1. A Supernaturally Prophesied Event! 

 

2. A Supernatural Conception! 

 

3. A Supernatural Disclosure -- To The Shepherds In The Fields Who Came 

To Bethlehem To Visit The New-Born Babe! Lk. 2:8-18 

 

4. Three Super Affirmations: 

a. By the angelic host to the shepherds. Lk. 2:8-18 

b. By aged Simeon who had been promised that he would not die until he 

would see the Lord’s Christ. Lk. 2:25-35 

c. By the aged prophetess Anna who declared that He was the Redeemer! 

Lk. 2:36-38 

 

5. A Divine Messiah’s Arrival! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  The Wise Men Came To Worship Jesus! Mt. 2:1-12 

A. Text: 
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1. (Slide #3)  “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2saying, 

‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His 

star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ 3When Herod the king 

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4And when he had 

(Slide #4)  gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, 

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5So they said to him, 

‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 6‘But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of 

Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people 

Israel.’ ” 7Then Herod, when he had (Slide #5)  secretly called the wise 

men, determined from them what time the star appeared. 8And he sent them 

to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and 

when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and 

worship Him also.’ 9When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, 

the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and 

(Slide #6)  stood over where the young Child was. 10When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11And when they had come into the 

house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and 

worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented 

gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Slide #7)  12Then, being 

divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 

departed for their own country another way.” 

 

 

B. It Is Imperative To Understand The Time Frame -- (I Think Many Assume That 

The Shepherds Of Lk. 2:8-18 And The Magi Of Mt. 2:1-12 Are Almost 

Simultaneous Events. OH NO!) This Event Is ABOUT 2 YEARS AFTER THE 

BIRTH OF JESUS! 1 

1. Lk. 1:41 the fetus inside Elizabeth is described by the Greek word 

“brevfo~” (brefos). 

a. The newborn baby Jesus is called a “brevfo~”. 

b. Lk. 2:12,16 

 

2. Another Greek word, “nhvpio~” (napios), described a small child that still 

does not speak. 

 

3. Jesus in Matthew 2 is now called a “child.” 

a. This is the Greek word “paidivou” from “paidivon” (paidion). 

b. See Mt. 2:8,9,11,13 use this word to describe Jesus in the present event. 

c. So, he is not a newborn or a few months old at this time; he is close to 

two years old! 

 

3. He is not in the manger; He is in their house! Mt. 2:11 

 

 

C. The Political Situation During The Times Of Jesus’ Birth. 
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1. The Roman Caesar: Augustus [Octavian]. Lk. 2:1 

 

2. King Herod -- this was King Herod the Great! 

 

 

D. Wise Men From The East Came To Jerusalem Seeking The “King Of The 

Jews.”1-2 

1. These men are described by the word “mavgoi” -- it usually described 

magicians or sorcerers. 

 

2. It seems they came from Babylon! Perhaps there is some connection to 

exiled Jews who remained in Assyria and Babylon. 

 

3. (Slide #8)  They came to Jerusalem, a trip of about 900 miles, because they 

were seeking the “King of the Jews;” they said that they had seen his star in 

the east. They had come to worship Him. 2 

a. (Slide #9)  Planning for this journey and traveling may have taken them 

several months. Herod wanted information about when the star first 

appeared! 7 

b. The “star” idea may have been rooted in Balaam’s prophecy: “I see 

Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A Star shall come out of 

Jacob; A Scepter shall rise out of Israel, And batter the brow of Moab, 

And destroy all the sons of tumult.” Nu. 24:17 

c. Observe, they made this trip to find and then to Worship the “King of 

the Jews.” We do not know HOW MUCH they truly understood about 

who Jesus was! 

 

4. (Slide #10)  The star led them to Israel; they came to Jerusalem. 9 

 

5. Too, they were given messages by God! An angel later told them not to 

return to Herod. 12 

 

 

E. (Slide #11)  Herod Gathered The Chief Priests And Scribes And Quizzed Them 

About Where They Christ Was To Be Born. 3-6 

1. Events in the early life of Herod caused him to be paranoid. 

a. His father, Antipater II, ruled over Judea; Herod’s father appointed him 

governor over Galilee.  

b. His father was killed by poisoning. 

c. Augustus and the Roman Senate then made Herod King over Judea. 

 

2. So, this paranoid King was likely very suspicious when these “wise men 

from the East” arrived and announced that they had come to worship “the 

King of the Jews!” What fear, suspicion, paranoia, and rage this would have 

kindled! 
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3. He had developed an encompassing fear that He was going to be invaded 

from the East; He had built fortresses and palaces all along the eastern 

border of his country. 

 

4. Herod called the religious leaders together seeking to find out where the 

Messiah would be born; they quoted Micah 5:2 to him! “But you, 

Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose 

goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.” 4-6 

 

 

F. Herod Gave The Wise Men Information And A Charge. 7,8 

1. He told them that the “King of the Jews” was to have been born in 

Bethlehem. 

 

2. He sent them to find that Child; he requested that when they found Him, 

they return and inform him of the whereabouts of the Child so he too could 

go and worship this “King of the Jews.” 

 

3. Paranoid Herod would have been petrified that another was chosen to 

depose him as king! 

 

 

G. The Wise Men Found And Worshiped The “King Of The Jews” Child! 9-11 

1. (Slide #12)  When they left King Herod, the star led them to a house in 

Bethlehem. 

 

2. (Slide #13)  The wise men were thrilled to have the star’s continued 

guidance. 

 

3. (Slide #14)  Entering the house, they met Mary and Jesus; they began to 

worship Him; they gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

a. Many assume because there were three gifts that there were three wise 

men. 

b. I seriously doubt this since Herod seems to at first have had fear of 

these people from the East -- there may have been a quite large 

traveling group. 

c. You see the pictures, cards, and displays of “the three wise men” during 

the Christmas holidays; the idea that there were three wise men is 

purely conjecture! 

 

 

H. God’s Warning To The Wise Men. 12 

1. He gave them a message in a dream. 

 

2. They were NOT to return to Herod; they were to journey to their homeland; 

they followed God’s directions! 
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II. (Slide #15)  Joseph Is Warned By An Angel To Take Jesus To Egypt. Mt. 2:13-

23 

A. (Slide #16)  Text: “Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His 

mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek 

the young Child to destroy Him.’ 14When he arose, he took the young Child and 

His mother by night and departed for Egypt, (Slide #17)  15and was there until 

the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son.’ 16Then Herod, when 

he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he 

sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in 

all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time (Slide #18)  

which he had determined from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was 

spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 18‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, 

Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more.’ 19But when Herod was 

dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20saying, ‘Arise, (Slide #19)  take the young Child and His mother, and go to the 

land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child's life are dead.’ 21Then he 

arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father 

Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he 

turned aside into the region of Galilee. (Slide #20)  23And he came and dwelt in 

a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

prophets, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene.’” 

 

 

B. (Slide #21)  After The Wise Men Departed From Bethlehem, An Angel 

Appeared To Joseph Directing Him To Take The Child And His Mother And To 

Flee To Egypt! 13 

1. He was told that King Herod would seek to kill the Child. 

 

2. Joseph was to remain in Egypt until he received guidance from God. 

 

3. Why would God send them to Egypt? 

a. It was under Roman domain; however, it was outside the jurisdiction of 

King Herod! 

b. They could assimilate with the Jews who had been dispersed there 

during the days of the Ptolemies; remember the Ptolemies ruled in 

Palestine from 323-204 B.C. 

c. And Ptolemy Philadelphus had invited Jews to settle in Egypt and 

almost one million did! Most of them were around Alexandria. 

d. So Joseph, Mary, and Jesus could have “felt right at home” around so 

many of their countrymen! 
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C. Immediately, Taking Mary And The Child By Night, He Left Bethlehem And 

Went To Egypt. 14 

 

 

D. They Remained In Egypt Until After Herod’s Death! 15 

1. This fulfilled a prophecy of Hos. 11:1 “When Israel was a child, I loved 

him, And out of Egypt I called My son.” 

 

2. Observe “I called!” God told Joseph when he could return! See verses 19-21 

below. 

 

 

E. King Herod’s Vicious Reaction Because He Did Not Know Specifically Who 

This “King Of The Jews” Was! 16-18 

1. Herod, realizing that he had been snubbed by the wise men decided to “take 

things into his own hands!”  

 

2. Enraged, he had all the male children two years old and younger in 

Bethlehem and it surrounding districts to be killed! 

a. How did he come up with the two year old decision? 

b. Remember that he had asked the wise men about the time when they 

saw the star! 7 

 

3. You might think that this involved killed hundreds or thousands of two year 

olds and younger. 

a. However, only 123 men returned to Bethlehem from Babylon. Ez. 2:21 

b. Some think it only had about 1,000 people. 

c. If so, there may have been thirty or less children two and under. 

 

4. Imagine the wailing and agony of parents; and imagine the hatred for King 

Herod! 

a. Jeremiah 40:1,2 are cited to describe the mournful agony that resulted 

from Herod’s vile actions! 

b. “A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great 

mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted, 

Because they are no more.” 18 

 

 

F. (Slide #22)  After Herod Died, An Angel Told Joseph In A Dream To Take His 

Family And To Return To Israel. 20-23 

1. He is told that the one who sought to kill the Child no longer lived. 

 

2. Joseph brought his family back toward Israel. 
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3. However, when he heard that Archelaus, Herod’s 19-year-old son, had 

succeeded his father, Joseph was anxious and fearful to reside in Judea. 

a. Archelaus was viciously cruel; he had 3,000 Jews killed at an uprising 

at the Temple during the Passover after his father, Herod, died. 

b. Joseph was fearful that Archelaus would have the same intentions as 

his father had toward the child, “the king of the Jews.” 

 

 

G. (Slide #23)  The Angel Then Told Joseph To Go To Galilee Instead Of Judea. 

1. This region was under the control of Herod Antipas, a much more civil 

ruler. 

 

2. Joseph brought his family to Nazareth, perhaps a city of 500 residents, and 

they resided there. 

a. This city was twenty miles from the Mediterranean Sea and fifteen 

miles west of the Sea of Galilee. 

b. This was a fulfillment of O.T. prophecies that the Messiah would be a 

Nazarene. Is. 11:1; 60:21 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #24)  Lessons From This Great Event: 

A. (►)  This Monumental Event, The Birth Of Jesus Was Not Broadcast All Over 

The World As It Would Be Today! Yet, God Did Make It Known! 

1. Angels declared the event to the shepherds. 

 

2. God revealed this event to the wise men who lived in Babylon. 

 

3. But when Scripture was written, ALL PEOPLE could know of this 

supernatural event! 

 

 

B. (►)  God Protected The Christ Child From Hate-Filled Paranoids Who Would 

Have Destroyed Him! 

1. He guided Joseph and Mary to take Jesus to Egypt to protect Him! 

 

2. He led them back from Egypt after Herod died; however, they skirted Judea 

and dwelt in Nazareth to protect Him from Herod’s evil son, Archelaus! 

 

3. God providentially protected Him from harm and death! 

 

 

C. (►)  Imagine How Joseph And Mary Felt A HUGE Burden To Protect This 

Child! They KNEW Who He Has -- Immanuel, Jesus, The Son Of God! 

 

 

D. (Slide #25)  Wise Men Still Seek Him! Are YOU One Of Them? 


