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THANKSGIVING AFFECTS 

EVERYONE! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. This Week Is The Thanksgiving Holiday In America. 

 

 

B. At The End Of The Harvest, It Is A Celebration Of God’s Blessings; It Is A 

Special Family Time! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  Thanksgiving Is Important To The Giver! 

A. God Is The GREATEST Giver Of All! 

1. We CANNOT FATHOM the heart of the Godhead in all of the giving that 

they HAVE DONE and DO PRESENTLY! 

 

2. Gen. 1:29 “And God said, ‘See, I have given you every herb that yields seed 

which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; 

to you it shall be for food.’” 

 

3. Jn. 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

4. I Cor. 15:57 “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

5. HE converts the lost! I Cor. 3:7 “So then neither he who plants is anything, 

nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.” 

 

6. He is a giver because of His Divine Nature. 

 

 

B. Humans Are Blessed By Being Givers! 

1. Jesus taught us that great truth! 

a. He lived that example. 

b. He taught it! Ac. 20:35 “I have shown you in every way, by laboring 

like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of 

the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.’” 
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2. It reveals our heart -- that the love of God resides there! 

a. I Jn. 3:17 “But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in 

need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide 

in him?” 

b. We show our loyalty to Him and His directions for our life! 

 

3. It brings genuine respect! 

a. You bless others; they respect you for being such a giving person. 

b. A GREAT Biblical example -- Dorcas. 

1. Ac. 9:36 “At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, 

which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works 

and charitable deeds which she did.” 

2. When she died, Peter was brought to Joppa. When he arrived, 

“And all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and 

garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them.” Ac. 

9:39 

3. This generous and giving woman was SO appreciated by others. 

 

4. It brings God’s favor and blessing! 

a. Heb. 6:10 “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love 

which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to 

the saints, and do minister.” 

b. Ps. 41:1 “Blessed is he who considers the poor; The LORD will deliver 

him in time of trouble.” 

 

5. Appreciation inspires greater service! 

a. Rom. 16:1,2 “I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of 

the church in Cenchrea, 2that you may receive her in the Lord in a 

manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has 

need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself 

also.” 

b. Imagine how this woman must have been encouraged and inspired by 

Paul’s compliments. 

c. Giving thanks to the giver promotes MORE giving! 

 

 

C. Givers Need To Be Honored And Given Gratitude. 

1. God needs to be honored! 

a. Ps. 92:1,2 “It is good to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises 

to Your name, O Most High; 2To declare Your lovingkindness in the 

morning, And Your faithfulness every night,” 

b. The one leper, a Samaritan, who returned, expressed undying gratitude 

to Jesus! Lk. 17:15,16 

1. Jesus cleansed all ten of the lepers. 

2. ONLY ONE returned to say “Thank you!” Lk. 17:15,16 

c. The ultimate giver should always be praised! 
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2. People need appreciation! 

a. Thank those who do good things for you. 

b. Tell them how much you appreciate their kindness, help, and 

generosity. 

c. Make sure to see the ways that your family members have blessed you; 

“THANK THEM!” 

 

3. Ingratitude can be discouraging to givers! It is NOT that they demand a 

“Thank You;” however, it encourages them to continue to have a giving 

heart! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  Thanksgiving Is Important To The Receiver. 

A. Thanksgiving Is Vital For The Receiver; It Shows Appreciation And Heart! 

 

 

B. It Shows An Awareness Of Blessings You Have Received. 

 

 

C. It Shows Gratitude For What You Have Received! 

1. Rom. 15:27 “It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the 

Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to 

minister to them in material things.” 

 

2. David was a thankful man for those who lived honorably and for those who 

had blessed his life! 

a. The people of Jabesh-Gilead for burying King Saul’s body. 

1. The Philistines dishonored Saul’s body; these people took his body 

and buried him. 

2. II Sa. 2:5,6 “So David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh 

Gilead, and said to them, ‘You are blessed of the LORD, for you 

have shown this kindness to your lord, to Saul, and have buried 

him. 6And now may the LORD show kindness and truth to you. I 

also will repay you this kindness, because you have done this 

thing.” 

b. Mephibosheth. 

1. Jonathan was a great friend of David! 

2. After Jonathan died, David wanted to show kindness to some of his 

descendants. 

3. Mephibosheth was dropped by a nurse when he was five years old; 

he was paralyzed. II Sa. 4:4 

4. David, desiring to show kindness to Jonathan, brought 

Mephibosheth to his palace to live! II Sa. 9:1,11 

c. Barzillai. 
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1. This wealthy, aged man was an ally of David when Absalom 

revolted against David as king. II Sa. 17,19 

2. When David fled eastward across the Jordan River, Barzillai 

brought food, bedding and toiletry provisions. 

3. When David returned to Jerusalem, he wanted to take Barzillai 

back to Jerusalem; Barzillai refused. 

4. As David neared death, he gave Solomon a charge: I Ki. 2:7 “But 

show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them 

be among those who eat at your table, for so they came to me when 

I fled from Absalom your brother.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #4)  Thanksgiving Promotes Thanksliving (Living With Gratitude)! 

A. You Will Not Have Thanksgiving Unless You Count Your Blessings! 

1. If you do not stop, contemplate, and evaluate your blessings, you may 

become depressed and feel that no one cares. 

 

2. Difficult decisions and struggles can cause us to be blind to our blessings. 

 

3. However, when you truly count your blessings, you will see what GOD has 

done and what FAMILY and FRIENDS have done for you! 

 

4. Hymn: “Count Your Many Blessings!” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed, 

When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 

Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 

Count your many blessings, ev’ry doubt will fly, 

And you will be singing as the days go by. 
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Refrain: 

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

 

Verse 3: 

 

When you look at others with their lands and gold, 

Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold; 

Count your many blessings, money cannot buy 

Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

 

 

Verse 4: 

 

So, amid the conflict, whether great or small, 

Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 

Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 

Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

 

Words: Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1897 

Music: Edwin O. Excell 

 

 

B. Considering Your Blessings Encourages You To Live A Life That Shows 

Gratitude! 

 

 

C. Considering Your Blessings Causes You To Deeply Appreciate The Godhead 

And People Who Have And Who Do Touch Your Life! 
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D. Thanksgiving Promotes “Passing It Forward” -- Blessing Others Who Have 

Needs In Their Lives! 

 

E. Thanksgiving Causes You To Have Concern For Those Who Are In Genuine 

Need! 

1. We must give to God and do alms and benevolent deeds from a heart 

motivated by love. 

 

2. If love is not the motivating factor, we will not be blessed! I Cor. 13:3 “And 

though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body 

to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #5)  Thanksgiving Should Exude From The Heart Of Christians! 

A. God Required The Jews To Show Gratitude For All Of His Blessings! 

1. All Three Of The Jewish Feasts Were Established To Express Gratitude! 

a. (Slide #6)  Passover: 

1. Its origin -- God spared the firstborn of the Israelites in the 10th 

Plague in Egypt. 

2. It led to the immediate Exodus of Israel from Egypt. 

3. This “Feast Of Unleavened Bread” [because the people had to 

leave Egypt in haste] is a Feast of Thanksgiving for God’s 

deliverance from Egypt and from other captivity situations 

throughout their history! 

4. Learn about this feast in Ex. 12, Lev. 23, Nu. 9, Dt. 16. 

b. (Slide #7)  Pentecost: 

1. It is also called the “Feast of Weeks” of “The Feast Of 

Ingathering.” 

2. Ex. 34:22 

3. It occurred 7 weeks and one day after Passover. 

4. “Pentecost” means “50th” 

5. It was a reminder of Israel’s arrival at Sinai 50 days after the 

Passover. 

6. It was also the feast after the harvest of the “Firstfruits.” This is the 

principle of Pr. 3;9,10 “Honor the LORD with your possessions, 

And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 10So your barns will be 

filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.” 

7. It was an expression of thanksgiving for what God was going to 

give them in the harvest! 

c. (Slide #8)  Feast Of Tabernacles (Or “Feast of Booths.”) 

1. It is described in Lev. 23 and Dt. 16. 

2. The people camped out in tents for the whole week. Lev. 23:42 

3. It was a reminder of God giving the Law; it was a reminder of the 

Covenant between Israel and the LORD. Dt. 31:10-13 

4. It lasted seven days. 
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5. It was at the end of the harvest; it was a time of thanksgiving to 

God for the harvest and all of his blessings! 

6. (Slide #9)  An accompanying event was the all-important Day of 

Atonement. 

2. (Slide #10)  Christ -- Our Passover. 

a. The Gospels record the events of the Crucifixion as occurring during 

the Jewish Passover week. Mt. 26-27, Mk. 14-15, Lk. 22-23, Jn. 18-19 

b. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of OUR Passover! I Cor. 11:23-26 

 

3. Our giving in worship should be an expression of how deeply grateful we 

are to God for all of the spiritual and physical blessings that have been 

showered upon us in our lifetimes! 

 

 

B. Those Blessed By God Went Away Rejoicing And Giving Thanks To God! 

1. The Shepherds returned from seeing the baby Jesus glorifying God! 

a. They were eager to see the baby that the angelic host proclaimed. 

b. Lk. 2:20 “Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.” 

 

2. The Samaritan leper who was healed by Jesus returned “and fell down on 

his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.” Lk. 17:16 

 

3. Christians should do the same! 

a. Col. 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

b. I Thess. 5:18 “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.” 

c. We should give thanks for the privilege to be Christians and to be 

inheritors of Heaven! 

1. Col. 1:12 “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.” 

2. OH HOW BLESSED WE ARE! 

 

 

C. The Christian’s Heart For Others Shows His Love For Jesus Christ! 

1. In a picture of the Judgment scene, Jesus declares that our concern for 

others brings either God’s FAVOR or CONDEMNATION! Mt. 25:33-46 

 

2. Those on the right hand are blessed because “inasmuch as you did it to one 

of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” Mt. 25:40 

 

3. Those on the left hand were condemned because “inasmuch as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me. Mt. 25:45 

 

4. His point: we are serving Him when we serve His creation. 
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Conclusion: 

A. (Slide #11)  Thanksgiving Is SO MUCH MORE Than A Gigantic Feast! 

 

 

B. Count Your Blessings! 

 

 

C. Thank God For His Abundance Of Blessings To You! 

 

 

D. Thank People Who Bless Your Life! 

 

 

E. (Slide #12)  Live In A Way That God And Others Are So Thankful For Your 

Life And What It Means To Them! 


