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(SLIDE #1)  “IS THERE EVER A 

TIME WHEN GOD WOULD SAY, 

‘DO NOT PRAY!’?” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  God Has Always Encouraged His People To Pray To Him! 

1. Ps. 55:17 “Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, And 

He shall hear my voice.” 

 

2. I Thess. 5:17 “pray without ceasing,” 

 

3. Co. 4:2 “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 

thanksgiving;” 

 

 

B. (►)  He Encourages His People To Pray With: 

1. Faith! 

a. He told the Apostles, “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask 

when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” 

Mk. 11:24 

b. Js. 1:5-7 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 

all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6But let 

him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of 

the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7For let not that man suppose 

that he will receive anything from the Lord;” 

 

2. (►)  Boldness! 

a. Heb. 4:16 “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

b. Eph. 3:11,12 “according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished 

in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence through faith in Him.” 

 

3. (►)  Harmony To His Will! 

a. Jn. 9:31 “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is 

a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.” 

b. Js. 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you 

may spend it on your pleasures.” 
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4. (►)  Peace in their relationships. 

a. Mt. 5:22-24 “But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother 

without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says 

to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23Therefore if you bring 

your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar, and go 

your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer 

your gift.” 

b. I Pet. 3:7 “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, 

giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs 

together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” 

 

 

C. (►)  The POWER Of Prayer: 

1.  “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” Js. 5:16 

 

2. Elijah. Js. 5:17,18 “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 

earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years 

and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 

earth produced its fruit.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  Struggles God’s People May Have With Prayer -- (►)  Sometimes It 

May Be That God’s People FEEL That He Is Not Hearing Their Prayers Or Is 

Not Responding Quickly Enough. Is He Hearing? Why Is He Not Responding 

Quickly? 

1. If not delivered from mistreatment quickly enough! Ps. 88:14 “LORD, why 

do You cast off my soul? Why do You hide Your face from me?” 

 

2. Hab. 1:2 “O LORD, how long shall I cry, And You will not hear? Even cry 

out to You, ‘Violence!’ And You will not save.” 

 

 

E. (►)  Sometimes The Answer Is “No!” 

1. Jesus “He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, ‘O 

My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I 

will, but as You will.’” Mt. 26:39 

 

2. Job begged for an explanation; God never gave him an answer as to why all 

the bad things happened to him! 



 3 

3. Paul’s request for a removal of the “thorn in the flesh.” II Cor. 12:7-9 “And 

lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, 

a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest 

I be exalted above measure. 8Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord 

three times that it might depart from me. 9And He said to me, ‘My grace is 

sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore 

most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 

may rest upon me.” 

 

 

F. (►)  He Surely Is Merciful To Penitent Sinners. 

1. David. Ps. 51:1-3 “Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your 

lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out 

my transgressions. 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me 

from my sin. 3For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always 

before me.” 

 

2. The Tax Collector. Lk. 18:13 “And the tax collector, standing afar off, 

would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 

‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’” 

 

3. Jonah. Jon. 2:1 “Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish's 

belly.” (1-10) 

 

 

G. (►)  Contrast The COMPLETELY DIFFERENT Reactions God Has To 

Prayers! 

1. Pr. 15:8 “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, But 

the prayer of the upright is His delight.” 

 

2. Pr. 15:29 “The LORD is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the 

righteous.” 

 

 

H. (Slide #4)  But, Are There Times When God Would Say, (►)  “DO NOT 

PRAY!”? (►)  ABSOLUTELY! WHEN? The Question May Sound Totally 

Ridiculous. 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #5)  When Individuals Decide To LIVE IN Sin God Will Not Hear Their 

Prayers! 

A. Is. 59:1,2 “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor 

His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2But your iniquities have separated you from 

your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not 

hear.” 
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B. Ps. 66:18 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.” 

 

 

C. Pr. 28:9 “One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an 

abomination.” 

 

 

D. Judah -- Jer. 11:11 “Therefore thus says the LORD: "Behold, I will surely bring 

calamity on them which they will not be able to escape; and though they cry out 

to Me, I will not listen to them.” 

 

 

E. Judah -- Ezek. 20:31 “‘For when you offer your gifts and make your sons pass 

through the fire, you defile yourselves with all your idols, even to this day. So 

shall I be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I 

will not be inquired of by you.’” 

 

 

F. Judah -- Zech. 7:11-13 “‘But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and 

stopped their ears so that they could not hear. 12Yes, they made their hearts like 

flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent 

by His Spirit through the former prophets. Thus great wrath came from the 

LORD of hosts. 13Therefore it happened, that just as He proclaimed and they 

would not hear, so they called out and I would not listen,’ says the LORD of 

hosts.” 

 

 

G. If We Turn Our Back On Him, He Is Not Going To Hear Our Prayers! 

1. Can we repent? CERTAINLY! 

 

2. And He will respond with mercy. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #6)  Using Israel And Judah, God Shows Us That There Is A Time When 

He Commands His People To Stop Praying For Others!! 

A. God’s Command: 

1. Jer. 11:14 “So do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them; 

for I will not hear them in the time that they cry out to Me because of their 

trouble.” 

 

2. Jer. 14:11 “Then the LORD said to me, ‘Do not pray for this people, for 

their good.’” 

 

 

B. In These Scriptures, God COMMANDS Jeremiah Not To Pray For The “Good” 

For Judah! 
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C. If God Says That Prayer Is STRICTLY Forbidden, You Know That Something 

Is EXTREMELY Wrong! 

 

 

D. What Was Wrong? 

1. There was a breakdown of basic morality, the obstinate pursuit of idolatry, 

and the complete rejection of God’s Will! 

a. Jer. 7:5-9 “For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if 

you thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, 6if 

you do not oppress the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and do 

not shed innocent blood in this place, or walk after other gods to your 

hurt, 7then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave 

to your fathers forever and ever. 8Behold, you trust in lying words that 

cannot profit. 9Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, 

burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whom you do not 

know,” 

1. They were oppressing the helpless -- the poor, the fatherless, and 

the widow! 

2. They were stealing, killing, committing adultery, making false 

vows, and worshiping idols (Baal). 

b. They felt that they would not face God’s wrath because the Temple 

resided in Jerusalem and they were going there to worship. 

1. 7:4 “Do not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The temple of the 

LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD are 

these.’” 

2. 7:9,10 “Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, 

burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whom you do not 

know, 10and then come and stand before Me in this house which is 

called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered to do all these 

abominations’?” 

 

2. They were practicing wanton and blatant idolatry RIGHT AT THE 

TEMPLE! 

a. In Ezekiel 8:1-16, Ezekiel in captivity in Babylon is shown a vision in 

which he is literally picked up by the hair of the head and taken to 

Jerusalem to see the sins that are occurring RIGHT AT THE TEMPLE 

IN JERUSALEM!!! 

b. 4 abominable acts Ezekiel was shown that were happening in 

Jerusalem: 

1. The image of jealousy! 5,6 [People were worshiping this idol right 

at the gate into the inner court where the Altar of Burnt Offering 

sat!] 

2. 70 elders of Israel were secretly worshiping murals of all kinds of 

animals in rooms right outside the Temple itself! They were trying 

to hide this from the people and from God! 7-13 

3. Women were weeping in the Temple for the Babylonian goddess 

Tammuz. 14,15 



 6 

4. 25 leaders, likely priests, turned their backs to the Ark of the 

Covenant in the Most Holy Place in the Temple and were facing 

the sun to worship it! 16 

 

3. They had rejected the call of repentance from God’s prophets. 

a. 13 “‘And now, because you have done all these works,’ says the 

LORD, ‘and I spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but you did 

not hear, and I called you, but you did not answer,’” 

b. Thus God will bring swift punishment upon them! 14,15 “therefore I 

will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you trust, 

and to this place which I gave to you and your fathers, as I have done to 

Shiloh. 15And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your 

brethren--the whole posterity of Ephraim.” 

 

 

E. The Time For Prayer Had Ceased! 

1. When Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem, Zedekiah, a rebellious puppet 

king, appealed to Jeremiah to pray for the nation! 

a. 37:1-3 “Now King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of 

Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

made king in the land of Judah. 2But neither he nor his servants nor the 

people of the land gave heed to the words of the LORD which He spoke 

by the prophet Jeremiah. 3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son 

of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, to the 

prophet Jeremiah, saying, ‘Pray now to the LORD our God for us.’” 

b. There is no evidence that Jeremiah offered a prayer to God! 

c. Zedekiah may have assumed that Jeremiah did pray because the 

Egyptians attacked and drove Nebuchadnezzar’s troops back into 

retreat. 37:5 

d. God sent Jeremiah to Zedekiah to assure him that the relief was only 

temporary; he was NOT being delivered from God’s promised wrath on 

rebellious Judah! 37:6-10 

1. “Then the word of the LORD came to the prophet Jeremiah, 

saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Thus you shall 

say to the king of Judah, who sent you to Me to inquire of Me: 

‘Behold, Pharaoh's army which has come up to help you will return 

to Egypt, to their own land. 8And the Chaldeans shall come back 

and fight against this city, and take it and burn it with fire.’’ 9Thus 

says the LORD: ‘Do not deceive yourselves, saying, ‘The 

Chaldeans will surely depart from us,’ for they will not depart. 
10For though you had defeated the whole army of the Chaldeans 

who fight against you, and there remained only wounded men 

among them, they would rise up, every man in his tent, and burn 

the city with fire.’” 

2. The city was GOING to fall! 
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2. God’s direct charge to Jeremiah -- “DO NOT PRAY FOR THEM!” 7:16 

“Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, 

nor make intercession to Me; for I will not hear you.” 

a. God was not going to spare any longer. 

b. Judah was judged; they were going to go into Captivity! 

c. NO AMOUNT OF PRAYERS would deliver them from reaping what 

they had sown! 

 

3. God’s Glory HAD BEEN Residing In The Temple, 8:4; However, His 

Glory Was At The Door Of The Temple, 9:3 And Was Ready To Depart 

Jerusalem, 11:22,23!!!! 

 

4. So, WHY Did God Forbid Jeremiah To Pray? 

a. It was FUTILE for Jeremiah to pray for unrepentant sinners to be 

spared from God’s impending judgment! 

b. It was FUTILE for Jeremiah to pray that God would spare Jerusalem 

and the Temple! 

c. God was telling Jeremiah not to pray that His wrath would not be 

brought upon those who continued in their willful rebellion! 

d. This was NOT a prohibition about praying for sinners who might repent 

and receive God’s mercy! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #7)  What About Today? Are There Times When God Would Command 

Us To “Stop Praying For Them?” 

A. Christians Are To Pray For One Another Regarding Their Sins. 

1. Ja. 5:16 “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 

avails much.” 

 

2. I Jn. 5:16 “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to 

death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not 

leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should 

pray about that.” 

a. BUT, if we sin a brother committing a sin leading unto death, we are 

not pray for that one. 

b. I Jn. 1:9 tells us that we can be forgiven if we repent and confess our 

sins: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

c. ANY SIN, willfully pursued, without remorse or repentance, leads to 

death! 

d. But, if we observe a brother or sister persistently sinning with NO 

INTENTION of giving up that sin, God tells us not to pray that his or 

her rebellious sin be forgiven as it stands. 
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e. We should work and pray to see if we can encourage him/her to repent; 

thus we can help save his soul from death! Js. 5:19,20 “Brethren, if 

anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him 

back, 20let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his 

way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” 

f. But it is futile and contrary to God’s Will to pray that a headstrong, 

unrepentant sinner be spared from the wrath of God in his/her present 

state. 

 

 

B. Pray For What God’s Will Is -- That All Men Everywhere To Repent! Ac. 17:30 

1. It is a privilege to pray for those who err and who repent! Ac. 8:18-24 

 

2. But never pray that the unrepentant be spared as they are! 

 

3. In our day when people are constantly saying, “Judge not!” and when there 

is softness toward sin and judgment, it may seem harsh to refuse to pray for 

someone. 

 

4. But only when we take sin seriously can we effectively seek to save the lost 

and restore the erring! 

 

 

C. Do Remember That As Long As Life Exists, A Person CAN Repent! 

 

 

 

(Slide #8)  Conclusion: 

A. Is God Not Hearing Your Prayers Because You Are Not His Child? Then 

Become A Christian!!! 

 

 

B. Is God Not Hearing Your Prayers As A Christian Because You Are Living A 

Life Of Sin? Repent!!! 

 

 

C. May We NEVER Get To The Point That God Would Tell Others, “DO NOT 

PRAY FOR HIM/HER!” 


