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(SLIDE #1)  COME HOME! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Today I Am Asking All Of Us To Do Two Things: 

1. Examine our own lives spiritually. 

 

2. Think about those who have been Christians, who have been faithful, but 

who have been away from Church for weeks, months, years, or even 

decades. 

 

 

B. This Lesson Today: An Invitation FILLED With Love And Encouragement -- 

“Come Home!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  God’s Expectations: 

A. (►)  He LONGS For Men To Be Saved! 

1. Is. 53:4-6 “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we 

esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But He was 

wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 

healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to 

his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

 

2. II Pet. 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish 

but that all should come to repentance.” 

 

 

B. (►)  He Has Provided A Way Of Salvation! 

1. Jn. 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

2. He expects people to see His mercy and grace and to desire to be in a 

relationship with Him and to receive His blessings: 

a. Ezra 8:22 “For I was ashamed to request of the king an escort of 

soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy on the road, 

because we had spoken to the king, saying, ‘The hand of our God is 
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upon all those for good who seek Him, but His power and His wrath 

are against all those who forsake Him.’” 

b. Rev. 22:17 “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who 

hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let 

him take the water of life freely.” 

 

 

C. (►)  Every Person Has Free Will And Can Choose To Obey Or To Reject 

Christ! 

1. In Ezekiel 18, Ezekiel points out that each person is personally responsible 

for his own sins! Each person can choose to obey or to reject God! 

 

2. Ez. 18:4 “Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the 

soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.” 

 

3. Ez. 18:20 “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of 

the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the 

righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 

upon himself.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #3)  He Expects Those Who Desire Salvation To Enter A “Covenant” 

With Him: 

1. (►)  This is a “contract!” 

 

2. (►)  He vows that He will keep His promises! (BUT those promises are 

conditional!) 

 

3. (►)  Man must come to this “contract” with understanding, sincere 

contemplation, objectivity, and commitment! 

a. Faith -- realization that JESUS is the one who can save you from your 

sins. 

b. Repentance -- a determination to change your life -- from sin to 

holiness! How must I change in order to live for Jesus? 

c. Commitment -- I am committing my life to Jesus!! 

 

4. (Slide #4)  Man must keep his promise to obey and to be faithful! 

a. Ex. 19:5 “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep 

My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all 

people; for all the earth is Mine.” 

b. Mt. 25:21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; 

you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 

things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’” (Also 25:23) 

c. Rev. 2:10 “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 

life.” 

d. (►)  Blessings if you obey: 
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1. Dt. 28:1,2 “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the 

voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His 

commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your 

God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 2And all these 

blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey 

the voice of the LORD your God:” 

2. Jer. 7:23 “But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My 

voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And 

walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be 

well with you.’” 

e. (►)  Curses if you disobey: 

1. Dt. 28:15 “But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of 

the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments 

and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses 

will come upon you and overtake you:” 

2. Dt. 28:45 “Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and 

pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did 

not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His 

commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.” 

3. (Slide #5)  If you obey but turn away from Him -- you face the 

WRATH OF GOD!: 

a. II Pet. 2:20-22 “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions 

of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, 

the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21For it 

would have been better for them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy 

commandment delivered to them. 22But it has happened to 

them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own 

vomit,’ and, ‘a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the 

mire.’” 

b. Ez. 18:24 “But when a righteous man turns away from his 

righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all 

the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All 

the righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; 

because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin 

which he has committed, because of them he shall die.” 

c. Ez. 18:26 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ Hear 

now, O house of Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and 

your ways which are not fair? 26When a righteous man turns 

away from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, 

it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies.” 

d. God’s Wrath: 

1. If His People Reject Him, He Will Punish Sin Harshly! 

2. His harshness! 

a. Ezek. 5:13 “Thus shall My anger be spent, and I will 

cause My fury to rest upon them, and I will be 
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avenged; and they shall know that I, the LORD, have 

spoken it in My zeal, when I have spent My fury upon 

them.” 

b. Ezek. 8:18 “Therefore I also will act in fury. My eye 

will not spare nor will I have pity; and though they 

cry in My ears with a loud voice, I will not hear 

them.” 

c. Ezek. 22:31 “‘Therefore I have poured out My 

indignation on them; I have consumed them with the 

fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds 

on their own heads,’ says the Lord GOD.” 

f. (Slide #6)  Forgiveness if you repent and return! 

1. Dt. 30:2,3 “and you return to the LORD your God and obey His 

voice, according to all that I command you today, you and your 

children, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3that the LORD 

your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion 

on you, and gather you again from all the nations where the LORD 

your God has scattered you.” 

2. If wicked people repent, Ez. 18:21-23 “‘But if a wicked man turns 

from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statutes, 

and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not 

die. 22None of the transgressions which he has committed shall be 

remembered against him; because of the righteousness which he 

has done, he shall live. 23Do I have any pleasure at all that the 

wicked should die?’ says the Lord GOD, ‘and not that he should 

turn from his ways and live?’” 

3. Hos. 14:4 If you return: “I will heal their backsliding, I will love 

them freely, For My anger has turned away from him.” 

4. (Slide #7)  The three profound and renowned parables of Lk. 15 -- 

LOST & FOUND! 

a. (Slide #8)  Lost Sheep 

b. (Slide #9)  Lost Coin 

c. (Slide #10)  Lost Boy 

5. (Slide #11)  The Message: The Godhead LOVE and CARE FOR 

all the lost! “Seeking The Lost!” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #12)  Those Who Need To “Come Home.” 

A. (Slide #13)  The Parable Of The Soils: 

1. Mk. 4:2-9 “Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to them 

in His teaching: 3‘Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4And it 

happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of 

the air came and devoured it. 5Some fell on stony ground, where it did not 

have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of 

earth. 6But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root 

it withered away. 7And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up 
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and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8But other seed fell on good ground 

and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, 

some sixty, and some a hundred.’ 9And He said to them, ‘He who has ears 

to hear, let him hear!’” 

 

2. The disciples’ question: “But when He was alone, those around Him with 

the twelve asked Him about the parable.” 

 

3. The explanation: “The sower sows the word. 15And these are the ones by the 

wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately 

and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16These likewise are 

the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately 

receive it with gladness; 17and they have no root in themselves, and so 

endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for 

the word’s sake, immediately they stumble. 18Now these are the ones sown 

among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19and the cares of this 

world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in 

choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20But these are the ones sown on 

good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some 

thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” Mk. 4:14-20 

 

4. Who need to come home: 

a. Those who have Wayside Hearts-- these come to Christ and then 

quickly leave the Lord! 

b. Those who have Stony Hearts -- these joyfully came to Christ and then 

when trouble, heartache, or persecution comes, they stumble. 

c. Those who have Thorny Hearts -- they hear the word and respond to it; 

however, other things become their priority! The cares of the world, the 

love of riches, or other priorities (denominationalism, immorality, 

power) become their vital priority! They leave the Lord and become 

unfaithful 

 

5. The good seed -- they produce as much as they can! They are faithful; they 

ARE at home! 

 

6. Wayside hearts, stony hearts, and thorny hearts need to “Come Home!!!!” 

 

 

B. (Slide #14)  Those Who Look Back With Desire To Their Previous Life -- Sin, 

Friends, Faith, Etc. 

1. Lk. 9:62 “But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand to the plow, 

and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’” 

 

2. No wonder Jesus cautioned: “Remember Lot’s wife.” Lk. 17:32 

 

3. Those who look back with intrigue to their past life of sin need to “Come 

Home!” 
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C. (Slide #15)  Those Who Are Confused By False Teachers, Previous Religious 

Friends, Or Religious Ideas And Led Away From The Lord’s Church! 

1. Gal. 1:6-9 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called 

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which is not another; but 

there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 

than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said 

before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than 

what you have received, let him be accursed.” 

 

2. Gal. 3:1 “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not 

obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among 

you as crucified?” 

 

3. Gal. 5:7 “You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?” 

 

4. Those who have been influenced by, confused by, or led away from the 

Lord’s Church into denominationalism need to “Come Home!” 

 

 

D. (Slide #16)  Those Who Minimize Christianity! 

1. Heb. 12:14-17 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 

no one will see the Lord: 15looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the 

grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by 

this many become defiled; 16lest there be any fornicator or profane person 

like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17For you know 

that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for 

he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.” 

 

2. They have forgotten how precious and valuable their faith is! 

 

3. Those who have minimize Christianity need to “Come Home!” 

 

 

E. (Slide #17)  Those Who Have Forgotten God’s Goodness And Blessings! 

1. Dt. 8:11-14 “Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not 

keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I 

command you today, 12lest--when you have eaten and are full, and have built 

beautiful houses and dwell in them; 13and when your herds and your flocks 

multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have 

is multiplied; 14when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your 

God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;” 
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2. Why did Judah fall? Because they FORGOT God! 

a. Jer. 2:32 “Can a virgin forget her ornaments, Or a bride her attire? Yet 

My people have forgotten Me days without number.” 

b. Jer. 13:25 “This is your lot, The portion of your measures from Me," 

says the LORD, "Because you have forgotten Me And trusted in 

falsehood.” 

c. Ezek. 23:35 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Because you have 

forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, Therefore you shall bear 

the penalty Of your lewdness and your harlotry.’” 

 

3. Those who have forgotten God’s goodness need to reflect upon His 

goodness and “Come Home!” 

 

 

F. (Slide #18)  Those Who Have Left Their First Love! 

1. Church at Ephesus: Rev. 2:4 “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you 

have left your first love.” 

 

2. This once VIBRANT congregation when Paul wrote them in about A.D. 63, 

is now on the verge of having their lampstand removed! Rev. 2:5 

 

3. Those who have left their first love, peace, and zeal need to “Come Home!” 

 

 

G. (Slide #19)  Those Who Are Lukewarm! 

1. Church at Laodicea: Rev. 3:15,16 “I know your works, that you are neither 

cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16So then, because you are 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” 

 

2. Laodicea had warm springs and cool water in their vicinity. Both kinds of 

water were pleasing. 

 

3. However, tepid coffee or hot soft drinks are not pleasant; in fact they can be 

disgusting instead of refreshing. 

 

4. God is saying that lukewarmness nauseates Him! 

 

5. The lukewarm need to repent and “Come Home!” 
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H. The Hymn “Coming Home” Suggests Those Who Need To Come Home! 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“I’ve wandered far away from God, 

Now I’m coming home;  

The paths of sin too long I’ve trod, 

Lord, I’m coming home. 

 

Chorus: 

 

Coming home, coming home, 

Nevermore to roam, 

Open wide Thine arms of love, 

Lord, I’m coming home. 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

I’ve wasted many precious years,  

Now I’m coming home; 

I now repent with bitter tears, 

Lord, I’m coming home. 

 

Chorus: 

 

Coming home, coming home, 

Nevermore to roam, 

Open wide Thine arms of love, 

Lord, I’m coming home. 

 

 

Verse 3: 

 

I’ve tired of sin and straying, Lord, 

Now I’m coming home; 

I’ll trust Thy love, believe Thy word, 

Lord, I’m coming home. 

 

Chorus: 

 

Coming home, coming home, 

Nevermore to roam, 

Open wide Thine arms of love, 

Lord, I’m coming home. 
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Verse 4: 

 

My soul is sick, my heart is sore, 

Now I’m coming home; 

My strength renew, my hope restore, 

Lord, I'm coming home. 

 

 

Chorus: 

 

Coming home, coming home, 

Nevermore to roam, 

Open wide Thine arms of love, 

Lord, I’m coming home.” 

 

Lyrics and Music by: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1892. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #20)  How To Come Home? 

A. Practical Applications: 

1. Realize how blessed you are to have life and time to still come home! Some 

of you have been in sin for years, unprepared to die and to face the 

Judgment! 

 

2. You can’t be unfaithful and miss worship for weeks, months, or years, and 

then just return as if nothing ever changed. Return requires repentance, 

prayer, and restoration to the Lord and to the congregation! 

 

3. God provided a family who understand that all of us need mercy and grace 

and are ready to extend it to you today! 

 

 

B. God’s Call: 

1. Rev. 2:5 “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do 

the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your 

lampstand from its place--unless you repent.” 

 

2. II Chr. 7:14 “if My people who are called by My name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

 

3. Joel 2:13 “So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD 

your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great 

kindness; And He relents from doing harm.” 
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C. Coming Home Requires These Steps: 

1. (►)  REMEMBER! 

a. Remember why you came to Christ in the first place! 

b. Did you truly understand that you were lost? That you need a Savior 

and salvation? 

c. Did you truly understand “commitment” and “covenant”? 

d. If you did not understand, you need to commit yourself to Christ, be 

baptized for salvation, and truly be committed the rest of your life! 

e. If you did understand, think of the joy and peace you felt; long for that 

again! 

 

2. (►)  REPENT! 

a. (Slide #21)  Let guilt and shame drive you to your knees! 

b. Determine to leave sin and to live for Christ the rest of your life! 

 

3. (Slide #22)  RETURN! 

a. As a prodigal (one who has wasted so much opportunity -- days, years, 

decades) -- come to the Heavenly Father and to the Savior who are 

EAGER to forgive! 

b. We ARE NOT just inviting the prodigals to return to Washington 

Avenue! Oh, that is important and we care deeply! However, it must 

deeper than that! We are inviting prodigals to return to Jesus! 

1. Often we encourage people to come back to church -- all they think 

about is 800 eyes looking at them; it can be overwhelming! 

2. However, give them a higher, heart -changing motive! We invite 

you to come back to Jesus!!! 

c. Thank God you have choice and opportunity this morning! Today is the 

day of salvation! 

c. Thanks God you have you mercy, love, and is eager to forgive! II Pet. 

3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 

perish but that all should come to repentance.” 

d. (Slide #23)  Will you say NOW, “THIS MORNING, I AM COMING 

HOME!”? 


