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(SLIDE #1)  GREAT EVENTS OF THE 

BIBLE -- THE UNLAWFUL TRIALS 

OF JESUS! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Lesson We Examined Jesus’ Ordeal In The Garden Of Gethsemane! 

1. Jesus foretold that ALL of the Apostles would STUMBLE at the events that 

would occur THAT NIGHT and THE NEXT DAY! 

 

2. We examined Jesus’ intense prayers to the Father in Gethsemane. 

 

3. (Slide #2)  Judas led a multitude of soldiers to arrest Jesus! 

 

4. All Of The Apostles Fled! 

 

 

B. Tonight -- Trials That Thursday Night And Early On Friday Morning. 

1. All of these trials occurred during an 18 hour period! 

 

2. Every one of them was unlawful and illegal. 

 

3. However, they were carried out because of HATE for Jesus; some results 

occurred because of fear of the riotous mobs. 

 

4. And ultimately they occurred because the Godhead had a plan -- these evil 

trials resulted in Heaven’s Will being carried out; Jesus died to be the 

Redeemer of sinners! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #3)  Annas, The High Priest Emeritus. 

A. Jn. 18:12-24 (12,13, 19-24) “Then the detachment of troops and the captain and 

the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him. 13And they led Him away 

to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that 

year. 14Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one 

man should die for the people. 15And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did 

another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with 

Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. 16But Peter stood at the door outside. 

Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke 

to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in. 17Then the servant girl who kept 

the door said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?’ 

He said, ‘I am not.’ 18Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals 
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stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with 

them and warmed himself. 19The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples 

and His doctrine. 20Jesus answered him, ‘I spoke openly to the world. I always 

taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in 

secret I have said nothing. 21Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me 

what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said’ 22And when He had said 

these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his 

hand, saying, ‘Do You answer the high priest like that?’ 23Jesus answered him, 

‘If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike 

Me?’ 24Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  

 

 

B. The Large Contingent Of Soldiers Brought The Bound Jesus To Annas First. 

1. Annas was the “High-Priest Emeritus.” (He had been the past High Priest, 

from about A.D. 6-15; He no longer is in that office; yet, he was still alive). 

a. Annas had been appointed by Quirinius, the governor of Syria in A.D. 

6. 

b. He was deposed by the Roman procurator, Valerius Gratus in A. D. 15. 

c. The office of High Priest by God’s Law was ONLY for one who was a 

Levite and who was of the family of Aaron; however, in the First 

Century it was given to the highest bidder! 

d. 5 of Annas’ sons were High Priests during his lifetime. 

e. After Caiaphas, there were 28 High Priests from A.D. 37-67. 

 

2. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the High Priest that year. 

 

3. The soldiers “BOUND” Jesus before taking Him to Annas. 

a. They treat Him as a violent criminal. 

b. And in reality, knowing who He was and is, that would have done 

NOTHING to hold Him if He was determined to free Himself!!!! 

 

 

C. Why Was Jesus First Taken To Annas? 

1. He was held in high esteem by the Jews; they saw him as the lawful High 

Priest. Lk. 3:2; Ac. 4:5. The High Priest resided in that office until his death. 

 

2. Many believe that Annas was furious at Jesus! 

a. It is thought that he controlled the selling of animals at the Temple that 

Jesus condemned at the beginning and again at the end of His ministry! 

b. If correct, the second time that Jesus did this was when He had just 

arrived in Jerusalem at the beginning of this week! 

c. Thus, Annas would have been belligerently angry toward Jesus! He had 

“a crow to pick” with Jesus! 

d. He was determined to “get even” with the “Messiah” who had deeply 

and negatively impacted his bank account! 
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D. He Asked Jesus About His Disciples And His Teaching. 19-23 

1. Jesus’ reply was so straightforward: 

a. “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the 

temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. 
21Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to 

them. Indeed they know what I said” 20,21 

b. In essence He said, “Everyone knows what I have taught; I had nothing 

to hide!” 

c. “So, just ask those who have heard me teach and you will know My 

doctrine!” 

 

2. One of the officers slapped Jesus and said, “Do you answer the high priest 

like that?” This was likely one of the Temple guards rather than a Roman 

soldier. He was slapped for questioning the High Priest. 

 

3. Jesus replied, “If I had spoken evil, tell me what I spoke; but if I am telling 

the Truth, why do you strike me?” 

 

 

D. Annas Then Sent Jesus To Be Tried By Caiaphas. 

 

 

E. Why Was This Trial Unlawful? 

1. He had been arrested and brought to trial before those who were prejudiced 

against Him -- they hated Him! His judges were the very ones who had 

bribed Judas. 

 

2. He was arrested secretly and no formal charge was made against Him. 

 

3. He was tried at night! 

 

4. Annas had NO LEGAL AUTHORITY to condemn Jesus to death since he 

had been deposed from the High Priesthood. 

a. The office of High Priest for the Jews was to be a lifelong position. 

b. In the eyes of the Jews, he was viewed as the “legitimate” High Priest. 

He obviously carried much influence among the Jews and with the 

Sanhedrin. 

c. The Romans had appointed another High Priest to replace Annas. 
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II. (Slide #4)  Caiaphas, The High Priest. 

A. Scriptures: 

1. Mt. 26:57-75 “And those who had laid hold of Jesus led Him away to 

Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. 
58But Peter followed Him at a distance to the high priest’s courtyard. And he 

went in and sat with the servants to see the end. 59Now the chief priests, the 

elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to 

death, 60but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, 

they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward 61and said, 

‘This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in 

three days.’’ 62And the high priest arose and said to Him, ‘Do You answer 

nothing? What is it these men testify against You?’ 63But Jesus kept silent. 

And the high priest answered and said to Him, ‘I put You under oath by the 

living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!’ 64Jesus said to 

him, "’It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the 

Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds 

of heaven.’ 65Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, ‘He has spoken 

blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you 

have heard His blasphemy! 66What do you think?’ They answered and said, 

‘He is deserving of death.’ 67Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and 

others struck Him with the palms of their hands, 68saying, ‘Prophesy to us, 

Christ! Who is the one who struck You?’ 69Now Peter sat outside in the 

courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, ‘You also were with 

Jesus of Galilee.’ 70But he denied it before them all, saying, ‘I do not know 

what you are saying.’ 71And when he had gone out to the gateway, another 

girl saw him and said to those who were there, ‘This fellow also was with 

Jesus of Nazareth.’ 72But again he denied with an oath, ‘I do not know the 

Man!’ 73And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, 

‘Surely you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you.’ 74Then he 

began to curse and swear, saying, ‘I do not know the Man!’ Immediately a 

rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to 

him, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’ So he went 

out and wept bitterly.” 

 

2. Mk. 14:53-72 “And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him 

were assembled all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes. 54But Peter 

followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And 

he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. 55Now the chief 

priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to 

death, but found none. 56For many bore false witness against Him, but their 

testimonies did not agree. 57Then some rose up and bore false witness 

against Him, saying, 58‘We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made 

with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.’ 
59But not even then did their testimony agree. 60And the high priest stood up 

in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, ‘Do You answer nothing? What is it 

these men testify against You?’ 61But He kept silent and answered nothing. 

Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, ‘Are You the Christ, the 
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Son of the Blessed?’ 62Jesus said, ‘I am. And you will see the Son of Man 

sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.’ 63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘What further need 

do we have of witnesses? 64You have heard the blasphemy! What do you 

think?’ And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 65Then some 

began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to 

Him, ‘Prophesy!’ And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands. 
66Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 

high priest came. 67And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at 

him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus of Nazareth.’ 68But he denied it, 

saying, ‘I neither know nor understand what you are saying.’ And he went 

out on the porch, and a rooster crowed. 69And the servant girl saw him 

again, and began to say to those who stood by, ‘This is one of them.’ 70But 

he denied it again. And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, 

‘Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your speech shows 

it.’ 71Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not know this Man of whom 

you speak!’ 72A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind 

the word that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows twice, you 

will deny Me three times.’ And when he thought about it, he wept.” 

 

3. Lk. 22:54, 63-65 “Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into 

the high priest’s house. But Peter followed at a distance. 55Now when they 

had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 

sat among them. 56And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the 

fire, looked intently at him and said, ‘This man was also with Him.’ 57But 

he denied Him, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know Him.’ 58And after a little 

while another saw him and said, ‘You also are of them.’ But Peter said, 

‘Man, I am not!’ 59Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently 

affirmed, saying, ‘Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a 

Galilean.’ 60But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are saying!’ 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61And the 

Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the 

Lord, how He had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me 

three times.’ 62So Peter went out and wept bitterly. 63Now the men who held 

Jesus mocked Him and beat Him. 64And having blindfolded Him, they 

struck Him on the face and asked Him, saying, ‘Prophesy! Who is the one 

who struck You?’ 65And many other things they blasphemously spoke 

against Him.” 

 

4. Jn. 18:24 “Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 25Now 

Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, ‘You 

are not also one of His disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, ‘I am not!’ 
26One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut 

off, said, "’Did I not see you in the garden with Him?’ 27Peter then denied 

again; and immediately a rooster crowed. 28Then they led Jesus from 

Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves 
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did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they 

might eat the Passover.” 

 

 

B. Caiaphas Was The High Priest That Year. 

1. He was the son-in-law of Annas, the High Priest Emeritus. 

 

2. He had advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for 

the people. Jn. 18:14 

 

3. Caiaphas had been the High Priest from A.D. 18-36. 

 

4. He was appointed as the High Priest by Valerius Gratus, the SAME ruler 

who threw his father-in-law, Annas, out of that position! 

 

 

C. Knowing That Roman Soldiers And Temple Guards Had Been Sent To Arrest 

Jesus, Some Of The Chief Priests, Elders, And Scribes Met At Caiaphas’ House 

To Begin To Formulate A Legal Argument To Condemn Him To Death. 

 

 

D. They Sought Testimony For That Purpose: 

1. They sought testimony that they might use to condemn Him to death. 

 

2. Many false witnesses were rounded up; their accusations were not a reason 

for a death sentence. 

 

3. Their testimony did not agree. Mk. 14:55,56 

 

4. Thus, they had to MAKE UP a charge so the Romans would grant them the 

death penalty for Jesus. 

 

5. Two men came forth and claimed that He said, “Destroy the Temple and in 

three days I will raise it up!” 

a. This was a serious charge because speaking against the Temple was a 

SERIOUS offense! Ac. 6:12-14 

b. Their claim that He talked about destroying the Temple would 

correspond to someone in America making a threat to destroy the White 

House. What a serious charge! 

c. Of course He had said something similar early in His ministry but He 

was talking about His Body, NOT THE TEMPLE! Jn. 2:19-21 

 

6. The High Priest demanded that He answer if He was the Christ, the Son of 

God! His reply was “Yes!” Mk. 14:61,62 says Jesus answered, “I am.” Mt. 

26:63,64 says He said, “It is as you say.” Both of these answers are 

affirming that He is the Son Of God! 
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7. When Jesus affirmed that they would soon see Him sitting at the right hand 

of God in Heaven and coming in the clouds from heaven, IMMEDIATELY 

He is accused of BLASPHEMY!!! Caiaphas “tore his clothes” in rage, an 

act that the High Priest was not to do! Lev. 21:10 

 

8. Caiaphas was hoping that Jesus would affirm that He was the “King of the 

Jews”; then he could accuse Him of treason against Rome! 

 

 

E. Jesus Was Mocked, Beaten, Blindfolded, And Tauntingly Asked, “So, Who Hit 

You?” 

 

 

F. (Slide #5)  During This Trial, Peter Denied Jesus 3 Times! Oh the Shame He 

Felt And The Piercing Guilt When He And Jesus’ Eyes Met! Lk. 22:61. He 

Went Out And Wept Bitterly!!!!! Lk. 22:62 

1. John seems to say that Peter denied the Lord at the house of Annas Jn. 

18:13-27 

 

2. However, Matthew shows that all three denials occurred in the courtyard of 

Caiaphas Mt. 26:57-75 

a. The first -- as Peter warmed himself by a fire in the courtyard, a girl 

said, “He was with Him!” Mt. 26:69; Mk. 14:67,7. His reply “I don’t 

know what you are saying! 

b. The second -- a girl who was a relative of Malchus says, “He was one 

of them with Jesus in the Garden!” Mk. 14:69; Jn. 18:26. With an oath, 

Peter denied knowing Jesus. 

c. The third, about an hour later -- “You speech betrays you; you are a 

Galilean!” Mt. 26:73,74. Peter cursed and swore that he did not know 

Jesus! Mt. 26:74 

d. IMMEDIATELY the rooster crowed and Jesus looked Peter in the eye -

- IMAGINE That! Lk. 22:61 Imagine the guilt that flooded Peter’s heart 

as he turned and fled! 

 

 

G. Why Was This Trial Unlawful? 

1. Caiaphas was the man who sat in the office of High Priest at that time; 

however, he was not the legitimate High Priest. 

 

2. It was illegal to arrest Jesus at night! 

 

3. It was illegal to be brought before the High Priest before dawn. 

 

4. This hearing was conducted in secrecy, under the blanket of darkness; it was 

illegal to condemn a man at night. 



 8 

5. This trial was for the purpose of gathering evidence to use the next morning 

when the whole Sanhedrin was called together. 

 

6. Legal proceedings had to be conducted in the Temple. 

 

7. Capital offense could not be tried on the eve of a Sabbath or Festival. 

 

8. They did not question the witnesses separately to see if their stories jived. 

 

9. There had to be more than one witness; if witnesses did not agree, the 

accused was to be set free. Nu. 35:30; Dt. 17:6: 19:15 

 

10. When a death decree was handed down, there had to be a whole night to 

pass before it could be officially announced. 

 

11. Both Annas and Caiaphas were much more concerned about fulfilling their 

hate for Jesus and determination to destroy Him and about their political 

ambitions than they were about their spiritual leadership. 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #6)  Sanhedrin -- The Supreme Court Of The Jews. 

A. Scriptures: 

1. Mk. 15:1 “Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a consultation 

with the elders and scribes and the whole council; and they bound Jesus, led 

Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate.” 

 

2. Mt. 27:1,2 “When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the 

people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death. 2And when they had bound 

Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.” 

 

3. Lk. 22:66-71 “As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief 

priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying, 
67‘If You are the Christ, tell us.’ But He said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will 

by no means believe. 68And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer 

Me or let Me go. 69Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the 

power of God.’ 70Then they all said, ‘Are You then the Son of God?’ So He 

said to them, ‘You rightly say that I am.’ 71And they said, ‘What further 

testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own 

mouth.’” 
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B. After Dawn On Friday Morning, He Is Formally Condemned By The Sanhedrin! 

1. Caiaphas was the acting High Priest; the Sanhedrin was made up of 70 

members. 

 

2. Caiaphas had already planned his course of action in the previous trial; this 

trial just rubber-stamped what he and the Jewish leaders wanted to occur! 

 

3. There was NO desire to seek justice; they had ONE MOTIVE -- they plotted 

to kill Jesus! 

 

4. This meeting was a formality to condemn Him! 

 

 

C. Jesus Affirmed That He Would Be Seated On The Right Hand Of The Power Of 

God! They Realized That He Was Affirming That He Was The Christ. 

 

 

D. (Slide #7)  During This Time, Judas Went Out And Hung Himself! Mt. 27:3-10; 

Ac. 1:18,19 (Jesus, A Divine Being, Knew This; Imagine The Pain He Felt 

Knowing That One Of HIS OWN Betrayed Him And Then In Shame Committed 

Suicide!) 

1. He proclaimed, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 

 

2. The chief priests’ and elders’ calloused reply was, “What is that to us? You 

see to it!” 

 

3. They had NO CONCERN For Judas’ spiritual condition; they had not 

concern for THEIR spiritual condition! 

 

4. They refused to accept the money he threw at their feet! 

a. Likely they took that money out of the Temple Treasury to pay Judas to 

betray Jesus so they could kill Him! They had NO PROBLEM with 

that. 

b. However, NOW, they WOULD NOT put that money back in the 

Temple Treasury -- it is blood money! That would have violated the 

Law! Dt. 23:18 

1. It was used to betray a man! 

2. It was used to bring about Jesus’ death! 

3. Of course, Judas died and shed his blood in the field that they 

bought. Ac. 1:18,19 

4. With that money they bought a cemetery to bury strangers 

(foreigners, Gentiles) and perhaps Jews who were traveling. 
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E. Why Was This Trial Unlawful? 

1. This was not a legitimate trial at all! 

 

2. It was just rubber-stamping what had already been planned and determined! 

 

3. Justice was not the goal at all! 

 

4. The Jewish leaders ACTED LIKE they respected the Law of Moses; they 

had NO RESPECT For God or the Law AT ALL!!! 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #8)  His First Trial Before Pilate. 

A. Scriptures: 

1. Mt. 27:2, 11-14 “And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and 

delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor……11Now Jesus stood before 

the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, ‘Are You the King of 

the Jews?’ So Jesus said to him, ‘It is as you say.’ 12And while He was 

being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. 13Then 

Pilate said to Him, ‘Do You not hear how many things they testify against 

You?’ 14But He answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled 

greatly.” 

 

2. Mk. 15:1-5 “Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a 

consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council; and they 

bound Jesus, led Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate. 2Then Pilate asked 

Him, ‘Are You the King of the Jews?’ He answered and said to him, ‘It is 

as you say.’ 3And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He 

answered nothing. 4Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, ‘Do You answer 

nothing? See how many things they testify against You!’ 5But Jesus still 

answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled.” 

 

3. Lk. 23:1-7 “Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 
2And they began to accuse Him, saying, ‘We found this fellow perverting 

the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is 

Christ, a King.’ 3Then Pilate asked Him, saying, ‘Are You the King of the 

Jews?’ He answered him and said, ‘It is as you say.’ 4So Pilate said to the 

chief priests and the crowd, ‘I find no fault in this Man.’ 5But they were the 

more fierce, saying, ‘He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, 

beginning from Galilee to this place.’ 6When Pilate heard of Galilee, he 

asked if the Man were a Galilean. 7And as soon as he knew that He 

belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in 

Jerusalem at that time.” 
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4. Jn. 18:28-38 “Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it 

was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest 

they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. 29Pilate then 

went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this 

Man?’ 30 They answered and said to him, ‘If He were not an evildoer, we 

would not have delivered Him up to you.’ 31Then Pilate said to them, ‘"You 

take Him and judge Him according to your law.’ Therefore the Jews said to 

him, ‘It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,’ 32that the saying of 

Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would 

die. 33Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to 

Him, ‘Are You the King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered him, ‘Are you 

speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?’ 
35Pilate answered, ‘Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

delivered You to me. What have You done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My 

kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 

servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now 

My kingdom is not from here.’ 37Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are You a 

king then?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause 

I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.’ 38Pilate 

said to Him, ‘What is truth?’ And when he had said this, he went out again 

to the Jews, and said to them, ‘I find no fault in Him at all.’” 

 

 

B. They Sent Him To The Palace Where Pilate Was Staying. 

1. He was the Roman governor over Judea from A.D. 26-36. 

 

2. Pilate usually resided in Caesarea; however, he would come to Jerusalem 

during Feasts because he wanted to quell any Jewish disturbances or riots. 

 

3. Passover was a very nationalistic Feast -- it reminded the Jews of having 

been in slavery and of having been horribly mistreated before God delivered 

them! 

 

4. Since Pilate was in Jerusalem, they took Jesus to the Praetorium. 

 

5. There was strong animosity between Pilate and the Jews. 

a. He acted like their friend; however, he was a greedy, cruel, oppressive 

thief. 

b. He loved to stir up conflict with the Jews -- he brought images of 

Caesar into Jerusalem; he used Temple funds to build an aqueduct, and 

he had killed many Jews and strangers. Lk. 13:1 
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C. The Jewish Leaders WOULD NOT ENTER The Praetorium -- They Did Not 

Want To Be Ceremonially Unclean For The Passover! WHAT HYPOCRISY!! It 

Is Revolting And Disgusting! 

1. Thus Pilate went OUTSIDE to talk to them. Jn. 18:29 

a. He asked for their accusation against Jesus. 

b. They said, “We would not have brought Him here if He was not an 

evildoer.” 

c. Pilate told them to judge Jesus by THEIR Law. 

d. They KNEW they could not crucify Him by their Law! 

 

2. Then He went INSIDE and talked to Jesus, asking if He was a king. 

a. Jesus did not respond to the Jews’ charges. 

b. Jesus asked if Pilate thought that or if that was just what he had heard. 

c. Pilate pointed to the fact that the Jews had made the accusations against 

Him. 

d. Jesus explained that He was the King of a Spiritual Kingdom. 

 

3. Then He went OUTSIDE and tried to reason with the Jews, observing that 

He had found NO FAULT with Him. 

 

 

D. In This Trial, The Jewish Leaders Accused Jesus Of Perverting Their Nation, 

Refusing To Pay Tax To Caesar, And Of Professing That He Was A King (Thus 

Supposedly An Opponent Of Caesar.” Lk. 23:2 

 

 

E. He Professed That He Was A King Of A Spiritual Kingdom; He Was Not A 

Threat To Rome! Jn. 18:33-37 

 

 

F. Pilate Said, “I Find No Fault In Him At All.” Jn. 18:38 Pilate Knew That Jesus 

Was Innocent; However, He Was Fearful Of An Uproar Caused By The Jews 

And Feared That He Would Be Accused By Caesar Of Not Controlling The 

Jews. 

 

 

G. When Pilate Heard That He Was A Galilean, He Sent Him TO HEROD. Herod 

Was In Jerusalem For The Passover. 

 

 

H. Why Was This Trial Unlawful? 

1. The Jews accused Jesus of BLASPHEMY during their trials; however, in 

this trial they brought up a completely different accusation -- before Pilate 

they accused Him of treason and rebellion -- that He had exalted Himself as 

the King of the Jews and was trying to overthrow Caesar. 
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2. Why did the Jews use a completely different charge before Pilate? They 

were making accusation that would result in the death penalty! 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #9)  Herod Judges Jesus. 

A. Scripture: 

1. Lk. 23:8-12 “Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he 

had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things 

about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. 9Then he 

questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. 10And the 

chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 11Then Herod, 

with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed 

Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 12That very day Pilate 

and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at 

enmity with each other.” 

 

2. Herod was the ruler of Galilee. 

 

 

B. All Herod Sought Was To See A Miracle. 

 

 

C. Jesus Gave No Response To Herod. 

 

 

D. Herod Found NO CHARGE To Condemn Jesus. 

 

 

E. Herod’s Soldiers Humiliated Him -- They Mocked Him, Put Royal Garments On 

Him, And Sent Him Back To Pilate. 

 

 

F. Why Was This Trial Unlawful? 

1. Herod had no desire for justice. 

 

2. Finding NO legitimate charge against Jesus, he should have released Him! 
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VI. (Slide #10)  The Second Trial Before Pilate. 

A. Scriptures: 

1. Mt. 27:15-26 “Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to 

the multitude one prisoner whom they wished. 16And at that time they had a 

notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17Therefore, when they had gathered 

together, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release to you? 

Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ 18For he knew that they had 

handed Him over because of envy. 19While he was sitting on the judgment 

seat, his wife sent to him, saying, ‘Have nothing to do with that just Man, 

for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.’ 20But the 

chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for 

Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor answered and said to them, 

‘Which of the two do you want me to release to you?’ They said, 

‘Barabbas!’ 22Pilate said to them, ‘What then shall I do with Jesus who is 

called Christ?’ They all said to him, ‘Let Him be crucified!’ 23Then the 

governor said, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’ But they cried out all the 

more, saying, ‘Let Him be crucified!’ 24When Pilate saw that he could not 

prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed 

his hands before the multitude, saying, ‘I am innocent of the blood of this 

just Person. You see to it.’ 25And all the people answered and said, ‘His 

blood be on us and on our children.’ 26Then he released Barabbas to them; 

and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.” 

 

2. Mk. 15:6-15 “Now at the feast he was accustomed to releasing one prisoner 

to them, whomever they requested. 7And there was one named Barabbas, 

who was chained with his fellow rebels; they had committed murder in the 

rebellion. 8Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to do just as 

he had always done for them. 9But Pilate answered them, saying, ‘Do you 

want me to release to you the King of the Jews?’ 10For he knew that the 

chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. 11But the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to them. 
12Pilate answered and said to them again, ‘What then do you want me to do 

with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?’ 13So they cried out again, 

‘Crucify Him!’ 14Then Pilate said to them, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’ 

But they cried out all the more, ‘Crucify Him!’ 15So Pilate, wanting to 

gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after 

he had scourged Him, to be crucified.” 

 

3. Lk. 23:13-25 “Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the 

rulers, and the people, 14said to them, ‘You have brought this Man to me, as 

one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your 

presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of 

which you accuse Him; 15no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; 

and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. 16I will 

therefore chastise Him and release Him’ 17(for it was necessary for him to 

release one to them at the feast). 18And they all cried out at once, saying, 

‘Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas’-- 19who had been thrown 
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into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder. 20Pilate, 

therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. 21But they 

shouted, saying, ‘Crucify Him, crucify Him!’ 22Then he said to them the 

third time, ‘Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death 

in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.’ 23But they were 

insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices 

of these men and of the chief priests prevailed. 24So Pilate gave sentence 

that it should be as they requested. 25And he released to them the one they 

requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he 

delivered Jesus to their will.” 

 

4. Jn. 18:39-19:16 “ But you have a custom that I should release someone to 

you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of 

the Jews?’ 40Then they all cried again, saying, ‘Not this Man, but Barabbas!’ 

Now Barabbas was a robber. 19:1So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged 

Him. 2And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and 

they put on Him a purple robe. 3Then they said, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 

And they struck Him with their hands. 4Pilate then went out again, and said 

to them, ‘Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I 

find no fault in Him.’ 5Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns 

and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, ‘Behold the Man!’ 6Therefore, 

when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, ‘Crucify 

Him, crucify Him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘You take Him and crucify Him, for 

I find no fault in Him.’ 7The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and 

according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of 

God.’ 8Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 
9and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, ‘Where are You 

from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Then Pilate said to Him, ‘Are You 

not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, 

and power to release You?’ 11Jesus answered, ‘You could have no power at 

all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one 

who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.’ 12From then on Pilate sought 

to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, ‘If you let this Man go, you 

are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against 

Caesar.’ 13When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and 

sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in 

Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and 

about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, ‘Behold your King!’ 15But 

they cried out, ‘Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!’ Pilate said 

to them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered, ‘We have 

no king but Caesar!’ 16Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So 

they took Jesus and led Him away.  

 

 

B. This Was About Sunup On Friday Morning. 
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C. Pilate Went OUTSIDE To Talk To The Jews. 

1. He offered to release one prisoner, hoping they would agree for Jesus to be 

released. 

 

2. Pilate tried to release Jesus by offering the Jews a notorious prisoner, 

Barabbas. Mt. 27:15,16; Mk. 15:6-8 

a. He was a notorious insurrectionist, rebel, and murderer! 

b. Some of the Jews may have idolized him because he stole from wealthy 

Jews and caused problems for the Romans. He may have been a folk 

hero, the Robin Hood of Jerusalem! 

c. Interestingly, some MSS have him called Jesus Barabbas [Jesus son of 

Abbas]. Thus Pilate was asking, “Do you want me to release THIS 

JESUS to you or THAT JESUS to you?” 

 

3. They demanded that Barabbas be released. 

 

 

D. Pilate Went Back INSIDE And Had Jesus Scourged. His Soldiers Dressed Jesus 

Like A King And Put A Crown Of Thorns On His Head. They Mocked Him As 

“King Of The Jews.” 

 

 

E. Pilate Went Back OUTSIDE And Told The People That He Found No Fault 

With Jesus. He Told The Jews To Take Him And Crucify Him. 

1. The chief priests stirred up the multitude to cry, “Barabbas!” 

 

2. When Pilate asked what to do with Jesus, they shouted with VENEMOUS 

HATE: 

a. The chief priests and officers: “Therefore, when the chief priests and 

officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, ‘Crucify Him, crucify Him!’ 

Pilate said to them, ‘You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault 

in Him.’” Jn. 19:6 

b. (Slide #11)  Realizing that the mob was about to start a riot, Pilate 

washed his hands of the situation. The multitude cried: “His blood be 

on us and on our children.” Mt. 27:25 

 

 

F. Becoming More Afraid, Pilate Went Back INSIDE And Asked Jesus Where He 

Came From. Jesus Did Not Answer. Pilate Threated Him By Saying He Had 

Power To Crucify Or Release Jesus. Jesus Informed Him That He Would Have 

Had No Power at All Unless It Had Been Given To Him From Heaven! 

 

 

G. Going Back OUTSIDE, The Jews Put Pressure On Pilate By Telling Him That 

He Would Not Be A Friend Of Caesar If He Let This Man Go! 
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H. Pilate Scourged Jesus; Then He Delivered Jesus To Be Crucified! 

1. The cat-o-9-tails was a whip made with pieces of bone, metal, and glass that 

ripped the flesh as the lictor beat it on the body of the person being 

scourged. 

a. It was called a flagellum. 

b. It would cut open the skin exposing organs and bones. 

c. The Roman lictor had only ONE charge -- do not let the person die 

while you are scourging him. 

 

2. The Roman soldiers were given charge over Jesus and led Him away to be 

crucified. 

 

 

I. Why Was This Trial Unlawful? 

1. Pilate did not like the Jewish religious leaders! 

 

2. He KNEW that Jesus was innocent. 

 

3. However, he knew a riot could cost him his job. 

 

4. The scourging was illegal! 

 

5. Pilate sentenced an innocent man to Crucifixion. 

 

 

 

VII. (Slide #12)  Observations From The Trials Of Jesus: 

A. (►)  Think What Jesus Endured During These Rigged Trials While He Was 

BOUND As A Dangerous Criminal! 

1. (►)  He Was Ridiculed And Spat Upon. 

a. He was slapped in the face when tried by Annas because He said to 

Annas, “Why do you ask me?” when Annas asked about His doctrine. 

Jesus said, “Ask those who have heard Me teach!” 

b. During the trial by the High Priest, Caiaphas before dawn and before 

He was taken to be tried by the Sanhedrin some began to spit on Him; 

they blindfolded Him, beat Him, and demanded that He prophesy about 

who had hit Him! 

1. Mt. 26:67,68; Mk. 14:65 

2. Lk. 22:63-65 “Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat 

Him. 64And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face 

and asked Him, saying, ‘Prophesy! Who is the one who struck 

You?’ 65And many other things they blasphemously spoke against 

Him. 

c. Imagine the humiliation! Here was a member of the Godhead being 

blindfolded, spit on, and taunted! 
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2. (►)  He Was Derisively Mocked As A King. 

a. This happened twice! 

b. Herod and his soldiers treated Jesus with contempt -- they put a 

gorgeous royal robe upon Him and mocked Him. Lk. 23:8-12 

c. It happened again during the second trial before Pilate. 

1. It was after the Jews put so much pressure on Pilate to sentence 

Jesus to crucifixion; Pilate’s wife cautioned him about condemning 

Jesus, the crowds shouted “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” and 

Barabbas was released to the multitude.” 

2 Pilate commanded Jesus to be scourged hoping that the angry mob 

might find some compassion in their hearts for Him; afterward 

Pilate’s soldiers “went into action.” 

3. “So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. 2And the soldiers 

twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on 

Him a purple robe. 3Then they said, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 

And they struck Him with their hands.” Jn. 19:1-3. See also Mt. 

27:27-30; Mk. 15:16-19 

d. Here is Jesus, Divine, an innocent man, being dressed as a king and 

then disparaged and jeered as if He were a fraud and a sham! 

 

3. (►)  He Was Lied About And Falsely Accused! 

a. That hurts SO badly. 

b. And no one sought the truth at all! 

c. And it was just one accusation after another! The charges were often 

contradictory! 

d. They accused Him of blasphemy in the Jewish trials and of sedition -- 

seeking to enthrone Himself as a king so He could overthrow Rome -- 

in the Roman trials! 

e. There was no reason for Him to defend Himself -- many times He was 

totally silent because the judges and the people were not seeking truth! 

f. Of course, ultimately, He was quiet because their determined goal of 

killing Him was going to enable Him to become the Redeemer for 

sinners! 

 

4. (►)  He Was Totally Rejected Even Though He Was Completely 

Innocent! 

a. Pilate knew He was innocent. 

b. Yet, all the crowds wanted was “Release Barabbas; Crucify Jesus!” 

 

5. (►)  He Was Scourged -- Beaten To A Pulp! 

 

6. And in the midst of all of these things He endured in the trials, one of 

his very own Apostles denied Him 3 times -- Peter during His trial at 

the house of Caiaphas. 
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B. (Slide #13)  Evil People Whose Hearts Are Driven By Hate Will Stop AT 

NOTHING To Destroy A Person -- EVEN THE INNOCENT SON OF GOD! 

1. They will “lie like a dog!” 

 

2. They will stir up naïve people. 

 

3. They will manipulate the law. 

 

4. They will threaten and pressure those in authority to get what they want! 

 

 

C. (►)  People Can Be Aroused Into A Frenzy And Have No Idea What They Are 

Doing! 

1. The Multitudes That Allowed Themselves To Be Stirred Into A Frenzy 

By Envious Chief Priest. 

a. Mk. 15:11-13 “But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, so that he 

should rather release Barabbas to them. 12Pilate answered and said to 

them again, ‘What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call 

the King of the Jews?’ 13So they cried out again, ‘Crucify Him!’” 

b. Mt. 27:20-25 “But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes 

that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor 

answered and said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to 

release to you?’ They said, ‘Barabbas!’ 22Pilate said to them, ‘What 

then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?’ They all said to him, 

‘Let Him be crucified!’ 23Then the governor said, ‘Why, what evil has 

He done?’ But they cried out all the more, saying, ‘Let Him be 

crucified!’ 24When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather 

that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the 

multitude, saying, ‘I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You 

see to it.’ 25And all the people answered and said, ‘His blood be on us 

and on our children.’” 

c. They were a frenzied, hate-filled, irrational mob! 

 

2. And the viciousness of their hate: Mt. 27:25 “His blood be on us and on our 

children.” IMAGINE CALLING DOWN GOD’S JUSTICE UPON YOUR 

CHILDREN! 

 

 

D. (►)  Those Who Commit Gross Sins Can Be Forgiven! 

1. Peter could be forgiven of denying the Lord 3 times! 

 

2. Those who were responsible for crucifying Jesus could be forgiven. 

a. After Jesus was murdered, the crowd was deeply touched! Lk. 23:48 

“And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had 

been done, beat their breasts and returned.” 

b. Pilate to the enraged mob -- “So Pilate said to the chief priests and the 

crowd, ‘I find no fault in this Man.’” Lk. 23:4 
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3. Many of these people were a part of the amazing events on Pentecost -- The 

Message -- People who have been caught up in crowd dynamics of sin CAN 

REPENT and be forgiven. 


