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Be Courageous! 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. We can read in Scripture about individuals that served in Lord in some very difficult situations. 
 

A. In the book of Acts and we witness the valiant and even heroic actions of Paul as he 
preached and spread the Gospel. 

 
1. Just stop and think for a moment about Paul’s missionary journeys.  Understand 

the traveling conditions during the first century would have required an 
individual that was fearless. 

 
a. He did not have new vans with air-conditioning that actually worked. 
 
b. His mode of transportation was rather crude to our standards of today! 

 
2. Yet, his courage is probably seem more in that fact that his message about 

Christ caused him to endured many different and severe hardships. 
 

a. When was in Lystra he was stoned by the people and thought to be 
dead, yet when he revived he got up and went right back into the city. 

 
 Acts 14:19-20 
 “Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having 

persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing him to be dead. 

 However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went 
into the city. And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.” 

 
b. During his second journey while teaching in Philippi, Paul and his 

companion Silas were beaten and then thrown into prison.  Yet, while 
still in prison, they sang hymns to God and even continued to teach 
converting the Philippian jailer.  (Acts 16:20-34) 

 
c. In Thessalonica the unbelieving Jews created a mob of wicked men to 

capture Paul. 
 
 Acts 17:5 
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 “But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some 
of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the 
city in an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring 
them out to the people. “ 

 
d. Paul related many of the hardships he faced because of his faith and his 

courage in the Lord. 
 
 II Corinthians 11:23-28 
 “…I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 

prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 
 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 
 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I 

was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 
 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my 

own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness— 

 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern 
for all the churches.” 

 
e. What an individuals that showed such courage and commitment to the 

Lord. 
 

B. I also think of the courage of the Christians in Asia Minor at the end of the first century 
and the horrible things they were willing to endure for the Lord. 

 
1. John in writing the Lord’s message to these persecuted Christian towards the 

end of the first century encouraged them to never give up and to stay 
committed to the Lord. 

 
 Revelation 2:10 
 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil 

is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.” 

 
2. History relates the horrible abuse that these Christians received from the 

Roman government because they would not deny their Lord. 
 

II. So, what about us today! 
 

A. How courageous are you in standing up for the Lord and doing what is godly and right? 
 
B. I will attest that several of our young people have had their faith tested in recent days.   
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C. They showed their courage and they accomplished several things for the Lord, standing 
strong in their young faith! 

 
III. This morning I want to give the report of our recent campaign to Beckley, West Virginia and then 

challenge the rest of us to develop and have the traits of courage in our life for the Lord. 
 
 

Discussion: 
 
I. As we get started, let me relate that we were able to go to Beckley, WV due to some folks that 

we all know, Jerry and Elaine Stumpf. 
 

A. Jerry and Elaine have been working there for several months now in Beckley and are 
doing an outstanding job serving and ministering to the congregation there. 

 
B. Listen to Jerry has he gives an update on the work that they are doing. 
 

 C. Play Video #1! 
 

II. Jerry invited our young people to come to Beckley and to assist them in promoting the church in 
and around the community. 

 
A. There are several jobs that they worked on and accomplished. 
 

1. First, our young people assisted with the city’s clean-up program. 
 

a. Ann Worley who has a seat on the Beckley City Counsel was our contact.  
She has been working in her ward of the city trying to make it a cleaner 
and nicer place to visit. 

 
b. Running throughout the city is a walkway that used to be the main coal 

railroad through the town.  There are a lot of homeless individuals that 
make this walkway their place to sleep at night so you can imagine the 
trash and debris that constantly needs to be collected.  We covered just 
about the entire four to five miles of the walkway cleaning-up the litter 
and trash. 

 
c. Also on this walkway, right in the downtown area, a retaining wall 

marks the place where the old train station and bus station once stood.  
Mrs. Worley has had various groups in the community to create and 
paint murals on this wall. 

 
d. And she gave our young people the opportunity to paint a section of 

this wall. 
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2. Secondly, we visited the police, sheriff, state troopers offices, plus three fire 
departments handing out goody baskets and expressing our appreciation for 
their service in the community. 

 
a. The fire department closest to the church building gave us a tour of 

their station, which our young people really seemed to enjoy. 
 
b. Caleb was in a contest with one of the firemen to see how fast he would 

put on the fire suits. 
 
c. They let the young people climb in the truck, turning on the lights and 

siren, plus blowing the very loud blow horn when I was standing right in 
front of it… blew me back 10 feet! 

 
d. And they let the kids… (big one’s as well) slide down the fire-pole. 

 
3. Thirdly, we worked in the downtown soap kitchen, called “Carpenter’s Corner. 

 
a. Of all the campaigns that we have done with the young people, this was 

the first time we have worked in a soup kitchen. 
 
b. The young people helped prepare the meals, serve them, wash the 

dishes and then clean-up afterwards. 
 
c. We did this for lunch on two separate days.  Half the group on 

Wednesday and the other half on Thursday. 
 
d. This was a very humbling experience for the young people and adults as 

well.  Especially when small children were coming in and most likely, 
this would be their only meal for the day! 

 
e. It was also very interesting to see the interaction that these less 

fortunate people had together.  It was a social event for them!  Many 
were talking together, hugging each other, and you could see their 
reciprocal connections to one another. 

 
4. The majority of our work was inviting the community to come to a fellowship 

that the church provided on Friday evening. 
 

a. We started Sunday afternoon by simply going to the mall and speaking 
to people inviting them to come. 

 
b. When we went to the police and fire stations, we invited these men and 

ladies to come to the hotdog supper. 
 
c. We invited Mrs. Ann Worley and others that were helping paint at the 

wall and on the walkway to come.  By the way Counsel Person Worley 
did come to the supper on Friday. 
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d. We when door knocking on Monday morning, all day on Tuesday, plus 

on Wednesday and Thursday.  At the door we did more than just invite 
the people to the hotdog supper, but we also asked them if they had a 
particular spiritual need and we asked if we could pray for them. 

 
e. Beckley is a very kind and accepting town.  We had some folks that just 

were not interested however the majority of the people were very nice 
and friendly. 

 
B. Now let me relate the results to you! 
 

1. First of all we did increase the visibility of the Lord’s church, the North Beckley 
congregation, in the community. 

 
a. Several were impressed that we were simply inviting them to a 

fellowship and that we were not asking for money but offering 
something for them.  Many believed that the hotdog supper was a fund 
raising event and were astonished that there was no charge. 

 
b. The church building is located in a highly visible shopping district, so 

most knew where the building was located.  Just up the street from 
“Macado’s” which is a prominent restaurant. 

 
2. At the soup kitchen Wednesday, there were 148 meals served and I believe 

there would have been more but we ran out of food that day.  On Thursday, 157 
meals were served. 

 
a. I will stress again that this was not an easy job.  Preparing and serving 

that many meals, plus the clean-up was physically stressful. 
 
b. Yet, working and serving the people was also difficult.  There were a few 

that the soap kitchen manager asked us to keep an eye on, however for 
the most part these individuals had an honest need and they were 
respectful and thankful for what we were doing. 

 
c. Again, I think the most humbling aspect of working in the soap kitchen 

was seeing the children, the innocent.  One family came in with three 
children and the kids ate everything in sight. 

 
d. We might not have helped them get out of the situation they were in 

but at least they and their children had full stomachs on those days. 
 
e. Remember what Jesus taught?  
 
 Matthew 25:34-40 
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 “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world: 
‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 
‘I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in 
prison and you came to Me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You 
hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 
When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe 
You? 
Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did 
it to Me.’” 

 
Mark 9:41 

 ““For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because 
you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his 
reward.” 

 
f. Our young people assisted many that were struggling in live and by 

doing such they were assisting our Lord! 
 

3. We encouraged people to come and see the hospitality of the Lord’s kingdom 
 

a. And several came!  Jerry counted fourteen guest that came to the 
hotdog fellowship. 

 
b. About half of these 14 individuals were friends or family of the church 

members. 
 
c. The other seven individuals were a result of our young people knocking 

on their door and offering them a personal invitation. 
 
d. One grand-mother came with her grand-son, Haden.  Haden had lost his 

father and both grand-fathers in just recent months.  His mother was 
thought to be in Las Vegas.  Our young people surrounded this young 
man, playing board games with you; while several of the adults spoke 
and talked with the grand-mother. 

 
e. Keep this family in your prayers, the young people prayed for them in 

the devotional that night.  They are folks that need the Lord and that 
Friday evening they were given that chance to learn of Him. 

 
4. The North Beckley congregation was encouraged and edified by what our young 

people did for them. 
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a. This congregation had never done anything like this before and Jerry 
mentioned that they have had some struggles in recent years. 

 
b. They needed a lifting up, they needed to see the Lord’s work being done 

and results taking place and that is what took place. 
 
c. Jerry Video! 
 
d. The lady that Jerry mentioned kept Tina and several of the girls, and she 

was rather withdraw at the begin the week.  On Friday night, she came 
to me and related that she was rather apprehensive and uncertain 
about us being there.  “What could a bunch of kids do for her and her 
congregation?” 

 
She basically apologized to me and said how wrong she was for thinking 
that way.  She continued saying what a wonderful job our young people 
had done.  I do not remember her exact words, but she related that the 
congregation was refreshed and renewed by our presence. 

 
d. Jerry wrote me an e-mail note and related that the congregation 

“completely enjoyed having you folks here!  People are asking what is next?” 
He also added:  “Great pleasure to have you with us and please keep us in mind 
a year or so from now.” 

 
5. One other note that I want to make about the work of our young people. 
 

a. I personally believe that the work of our young people from this particular trip 
will affect individuals, literally on the other side of the world. 

 
b. James Oyugi Were was with us the entire week.  James is from country of 

Kenya, East Africa. 
 
c. The week that we were in Beckley, the Boy’s Scouts were having an 

international jamboree around the New River Gorge.  There were between 40 
to 50 thousand people in the mountain wilderness from nations all around the 
globe.   

 
d. James was one of the scout leaders for a group from Kenya.  His scouts are 

made-up from the orphanage that he and two other Christians started in 1998. 
 
e. The beginning of this orphanage was the result of seeing a homeless and very 

hungry young boy get caught stealing something to eat the local food market in 
Kenya.  The owner has beating boy for stealing a fruit that sold for five cents.  
These three faithful Christian men paid for the fruit and get a program to help 
the under privileged children in Kenya. 

 
 They started out with 17 children, in their orphanage in a one room building.  

They fed them three meals a day, taught them in school, and more importantly 
they taught them about Christ and His Word. 
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 Today, their orphanage has grown from one tiny building to seven different 
campuses and over a thousand orphans.  About half that live on the campus 
and the other half that come in each day.  They still get three meals a day, they 
were taught in school and they also are taught the Bible. 

 
f. I asked James how many of these young people are Christians today and he 

said half and then he noted,  “Remember that many are not at the age of 
accountability.” 

 
g. James stayed with us all week!  He helped pick up trash, painted on the wall, he 

worked with us at the soap kitchen, he went with us to the police and fire 
stations, he door knocked with us, and he even spoke at one of our 
devotionals.  He was part of our team! 

 
h. Saturday morning when we left, he left with us, and we dropped him off that 

the airport in Charleston, WV.  He was going to stay in the states for several 
more weeks visiting churches and looking for support. 

 
i. He was an encourager to the Beckley congregation, he was an encourager to 

us; and I hope that we were able to encourage him. 
 

III. It was an awesome week and you would have been very proud of the work that our young people did, yet 
for just a few moments I want to talk about being courageous. 

 
A. The Lord through the Apostle John related that those who overcome this world will inherit 

eternal bless, those that sin will know the “second death.” 
 
 Revelation 21:7-8 
 “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 
 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 

and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.” 

 
1. There are eight sins listed here that if we are doing will keep us from inheriting the 

promise of being with God for eternity. 
 
2. I want for just a moment to notice the first sin listed here, “the cowardly.”  Other 

translations use the word “fearful.” 
 

B. Our young people overcame being fearful, being timid, or cowards, They proclaimed God’s 
Message and stood up for the Lord. 
 
1. Going into a soup kitchen and working hard around some folks that were very different 

than them is not easy, however they were courageous! 
 
2. Getting out in the hot sun and cleaning up all kinds of trash and debris that was not too 

comfortable picking up, was not for the fade hearted. 
 
3. Painting at the wall when the temperatures were in the 90’s. 
 
4. Approaching strangers in the mall, knocking on doors of people you have never meet, 

inviting them to pray with you and come to dinner with you; these things are not easy.  
You have to be courageous to accomplish these things. 
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4. Standing up and presenting a devotional talk for the first time, praying publically for the 

first time; these were activities that several of our young people not only attempted but 
accomplished. 

 
5. They showed great courage for the Lord! 
 

C. We ought to be proud of the courage of our young people, yet we ought to also learn from their 
example. 

 
1. The elders have challenged us to extend ourselves past what might be our comfort level.  

They have asked us to invite others to fellowship activities and to worship. 
 
2. They have asked us to be courageous and approach those individuals that need to know 

about Christ! 
 
3. We have challenged our young people on the campaign and they showed their courage.  

I want to continue to challenge them to be courageous, as they have now gone back to 
school. 

 
a. Do not allow the world and it pressure to drag you down!  Be the light of Christ 

to those in your school; be courageous! 
 
b. I challenge our young people to also to encourage your peers to do what is 

right and godly.  Through your example but also through your personal 
encouragement for them to follow Christ!  Invite them to our devotionals, 
invite them on our various youth trips, and invite them to come to worship.  Do 
not be cowardly; be courageous for Christ! 

 
4. And we adults; do the same! 
 

a. Approach those in your work place, in your neighborhood, and your friends; let 
them know that they are welcome here. 

 
b. Step outside your comfort zone, be fearless, and introduce someone to the 

Lord! 
 
c. This challenge we have before us was given to us by our Lord! 
 
 Matthew 28:18-20 
 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth. 
 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” 
 
d. The Lord has challenged you, are you courageous enough to accomplish the 

challenge? 
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Conclusion: 
 
I. I am thankful: 
 

A. I am thankful for our young people and all that they continue to accomplish for the Lord! 
 
B. I am thankful for Washington Avenue and the commitment this congregation has for the Lord. 
 
C. I am extremely thankful to our Lord, for being fearless, and coming to this earth being our 

sacrifice and offering salvation to every one of us. 
 
II. Have you accepted the Lord’s love, His mercy, and His grace? 
 

A. We accept His salvation by committing our lives to Him and obeying His Word. 
 
B. If you want to know more concerning what the Lord has asked us to do, then be courageous and 

let us know.  We have many that would love the opportunity to study the Lord’s Message with 
you. 

 
C. If you know what to do yet you have been afraid.  Afraid to take that step forward in obedience 

to Christ, in giving up your life for Him!  Then let me encourage you to set your fears aside, 
before fearless and come to Christ! 

 
D. If you are a child of God’s yet allow fear to keep you from doing what is godly and right and you 

need to repent.  Again we are here to assist you, to pray for you, do not be afraid! 
 
E. If you just need prayers!  We are willing to pray for you! 
 

III. What every your need, be courageous, and come as we stand and sing! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  


