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(SLIDE #1)  CHERISH THE OLD 

RUGGED CROSS! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. On August 4 and August 11, During The PM Sermons, I Preached About Two 

Of The Great Events Of The History Of The Bible -- The Crucifixion Of Jesus 

And The Resurrections Of Jesus! 

 

 

B. One Of The TREASURED Old Hymns: “The Old Rugged Cross.” 

 

(Slide #2)  Verse 1: 

 

“On a hill far away, stood an old rugged Cross 

The emblem of suff’ring and shame 

And I love that old Cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain 

 

Chorus: 

 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

 

(Slide #3)  Verse 2: 

 

Oh, that old rugged Cross so despised by the world 

Has a wondrous attraction for me 

For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 

To bear it to dark Calvary. 

 

Chorus: 

 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 
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(Slide #4)  Verse 3: 

 

In the old rugged Cross, stain’d with blood so divine 

A wondrous beauty I see 

For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 

To pardon and sanctify me. 

 

Chorus: 

 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

 

(Slide #5)  Verse 4: 

 

To the old rugged Cross, I will ever be true 

Its shame and reproach gladly bear 

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away 

Where his glory forever I’ll share. 

 

Chorus: 

 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown.” 

 

 

C. This Wonderful Old Song Beautifully Calls Us Back To The Old Rugged Cross! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #6)  On A Hill Far Away Stood An Old Rugged Cross! 

A. The Emblem Of Suffering And Shame! 

1. The perfect Son of God was scourged at Pilate’s order! 

a. Jn. 19:1 “So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.” 

b. Pilate’s lictor brutally beat Jesus! 

1. Scourging was carried out before a pole about two feet high. 

a. Shackles were on top of the pole. 

b. The person to be scourged was shackled at his wrists. 

c. He was then stretched out from the pole. 

2. The person had his clothes ripped off and he lay naked as he was 

shackled to that pole. 
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3. The scourge was a vicious tool of torture. 

a. The Jewish scourge was made with three prongs; one scourged 

by the Jews was whipped thirteen times. 

b. The Romans scourge was MUCH MORE VICIOUS! 

1. It was called a “Cat-O-9-Tails”. 

2. Small pieces of sheep bone or metal were attached to the 

end of each tail of the whip. 

3. As the lictor beat the person, the tails of the whip would 

rip apart the skin on the backs, sides, buttocks, and legs. 

4. Imagine how a person’s body would jerk violently every 

time his body was beaten. 

5. Bloody lacerations would be left all over the person’s 

body. 

6. A person’s back was ripped apart; often times muscle and 

bones were exposed. 

7. Severe blood loss and dehydration occurred. 

8. The pain is unimaginable for most people who read the 

story!!!! 

9. The Roman lictor had only one rule -- do not let the 

person die while you are scourging him!!! 

 

2. The Roman soldiers mockingly honored Him as a King between 6 A.M. and 

9 A.M.: (This event is only recorded by Matthew and Mark). Mt. 27:27-30; 

Mk. 15:16-19 

a. The soldiers stripped Him [Imagine them ripping his garment off His 

bloody back that had dried!] and put a scarlet robe on Him. Mt. 27:28; 

Mk. 15:17-20 

b. They put a crown of thorns on His head. Mt. 27:29 

c. They put a reed in His hand. Mt. 27:29 

d. They mockingly bowed before Him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

Mt. 27:29 

e. They spat on Him; they struck Him in the head with the reed. Mt. 27:30 

f. They mockingly worshiped Him. Mk. 15:19 

 

3. Exhausted and brutalized, Jesus fell under the weight of the patibulum 

(cross piece that may have weighed between 75 and 125 lbs.); a man from 

Cyprus, Simon of Cyrene was compelled to carry it. Mk. 15:21; Lk. 23:26 

 

4. (Slide #7)  He was taken outside the city to Golgotha, “the place of the 

skull” to be crucified. Mt. 27:33-38; Mk. 15:22-28; Lk. 23:32-33; Jn. 

19:17,18 

 

5. Oh the sacrifices He made and the shame He endured: 

a. Phil. 2:8-10 “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of 

the cross.” 
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b. Paul talks about the humiliation Jesus endured in Heb. 12:2 “looking 

unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 

set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

 

B. (Slide #8)  On A Hill In Jerusalem, The Old Rugged Cross Was Erected. 

1. There on that craggy old hill that had an appearance like a skull, Jesus was 

nailed to “The Old Rugged Cross!” 

 

2. There He and the two thieves (deserving capital punishment) were 

crucified, one on His right and the other on His left. Mt. 27:38; Mk. 

15:27,28; Lk. 23:32,33; Jn. 19:18 

a. Why crucifixion existed? 

1. Any other kind of death was seen as too humane, too quick, and 

did not carry enough punishment. 

2. It was a vicious death -- slow, horribly painful, and a public 

display! 

3. This public display had the purpose of being a deterrent of others 

who might consider committing heinous acts! It was a public 

affirmation that crime would be severely punished! 

b. The torture of crucifixion: 

1. A victim was nailed to a rough cross -- through his wrists and feet; 

spikes were usually 7-9 inches long. 

2. The Romans perfected Crucifixion -- they sought to make it as 

brutal as possible -- they even plotted how to have the crucified 

person’s face directly in the burning heat of the sun! 

3. The crucified person’s knees were bent; that was because a 

crucified person could inhale but not exhale. So, he would have to 

shove his body up to exhale; image the intense pain as his beaten 

body rubbed on “The Old Rugged Cross.” 

4. The lungs collapse, the heart becomes very weak, dehydration gets 

worse, and without enough oxygen the person edges closer and 

closer to death! 

 

3. He was MOCKED and RIDICULED as He hung on the Cross by observers, 

by the chief priests, scribes, and elders, and by the two thieves crucified on 

both sides of Him. 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #9)  I LOVE That Old Rugged Cross Where The Dearest And Best For A 

World Of Lost Sinners Was Slain! 

A. Believers LOVE The Cross For WHO Was On It And For What The Cross 

Provides For Us As Sinners! 
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B. WHO Was On The Cross: 

1. A Member of the Godhead! 

a. “the Word was God!” Jn. 1:1 

b. “Immanuel” which being translated is “God with us!” Mt. 1:23 

 

2. The Creator of the Universe! 

a. Col. 1:15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 

all creation. 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and 

that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 

Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” 

b. Jn. 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 

was made that was made.” 

c. Jn. 1:11 “He came to His own [Greek neuter plural -- “own things”!], 

and His own [Greek masculine plural -- “his own people”!] did not 

receive Him.” 

 

3. Verse 3 of “How Great Thou Art.” 

 

“And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 

Chorus: 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art!” 

 

4. The song so beautifully says: 

 

“And I love that old Cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain.” 

 

5. OH THE IMPACT upon our hearts when we know who is on the Cross!!!! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #10)  The Cross Despised By The World Has A Wondrous Attraction For 

Me! 

A. The World May Scoff, Scorn, And Despise The Cross. 

1. I Cor. 1:18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 
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2. I Cor. 1:23 “but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block 

and to the Greeks foolishness,” 

 

 

B. The Cross Has A WONDROUS ATTRACTION For Me! 

1. Verse 2: “For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 

To bear it to dark Calvary.” 

 

2. Verse 3: “In the old rugged Cross, stain’d with blood so divine 

A wondrous beauty I see 

For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 

To pardon and sanctify me.” 

 

 

C. In The Cross, We SEE And Are DEEPLY TOUCHED By The Love Of God, 

The Father And God, The Son For Us! 

1. “WHY Should He Love Me So?” 

 

2. “No One EVER Cared For Me Like Jesus!!!!!” 

 

3. “My Jesus I Love Thee!” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #11)  My Love For And Loyalty To The Old Rugged Cross! 

A. Verse 4: 

 

“To the old rugged Cross, I will ever be true 

Its shame and reproach gladly bear 

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away 

Where his glory forever I’ll share. 

 

Chorus: 

 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown.” 

 

 

B. I Cor. 2:2 “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified.” 

 

 

C. Gal. 6:14 “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 
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V. (Slide #12)  NOTHING And NOONE Will Cause Me To Stop Cherishing That 

Old Rugged Cross! 

A. (Slide #13)  His Death On The Old Rugged Cross -- The SADDEST Day In The 

History Of The World! 

 

 

B. (Slide #14)  His Suffering -- SO Horrific! 

 

 

C. (Slide #15)  Chorus: 

 

“So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown.” 

 

 

D. When One Who Is NOT A Christian Appreciates The Old Rugged Cross, He 

Will Value Christ Above EVERYONE And Nothing Will Be More Important! 

1. Mt. 13:44-46 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46who, when he had found one pearl of 

great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” 

 

2. WANT the salvation He offers! 

 

 

E. NOTHING And NOONE Will Be More Important To Me Than Jesus! 

1. Mt. 10:37-39 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy 

of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 

Me. 38And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy 

of Me. 39He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My 

sake will find it.” 

 

2. Phil. 3:7-9 “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 

Christ. 8Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in 

Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by 

faith;” 
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F. NO SIN Is Worth Not Having Christ; NO SIN Is Worth Losing My Soul! 

1. Lk. 9:43 “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 

enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the 

fire that shall never be quenched.” 

 

2. Having the salvation He purchased is THE MOST IMPORTANT THING 

TO ME IN THE WORLD!!!!! 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #16)  He AROSE! 

A. After His Death, He Was Buried; On The Third Day The Father Raised Him 

From The Dead! 

1. The GREATEST event in the history of the world -- the Resurrection of 

Jesus! 

 

2. Phil. 2:9,10 “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 

name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under 

the earth,” 

 

 

B. (Slide #17)  “Hallelujah, Christ Arose! 

1. (Slide #18)  The Jewish leaders placed guards around the tomb so 

NOTHING would happen that might give credence to the idea that “He 

arose!” 

 

2. (Slide #19)  Yet, Jesus arose! 

 

3. (Slide #21)  And the message to the grieving women who came to show 

respects to Jesus is SO POWERFUL: “But the angel answered and said to 

the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 

crucified. 6He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place 

where the Lord lay.’” Mt. 28:5,6 

 

 

 

VII. (Slide #22)  The Impact Of His Death And Resurrection Upon Us! 

A. (►)  We Must Die To Sin And Be Raised To Walk In Newness Of Life With 

Him! 

1. We have to be crucified! (The CALL of the Cross)! 
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2. Rom. 6:3-6 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we were buried with 

Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly 

we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6knowing this, that our 

old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 

with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 

 

3. Gal. 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

 

 

B. (►)  We Must Take Up Our Cross And Follow Him! 

1. Mt. 10:38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 

worthy of Me.” 

 

2. Mt. 16:24 “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone desires to come after 

Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.’” 

 

3. Lk. 14:27 “And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot 

be My disciple.” 

 

 

C. (►)  We Must Crucify The Flesh And Sin; We Must Live A Righteous, Godly 

Life! 

1. Crucify the flesh and sin! 

a. Gal. 5:24 “And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.” 

b. Works of flesh: “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 

contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 

dissensions, heresies, 21envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the 

like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 

that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.” 19-21 

c. Christians NEVER want to be disqualified! I Cor. 9:25-27 “And 

everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now 

they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 

crown. 26Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as 

one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into 

subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should 

become disqualified.” 
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2. Live a righteous, godly life! 

a. Tit. 2:11,12 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 

all men, 12teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 

should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,” 

b. Fruit of spirit: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-

control. Against such there is no law.” 22,23 

 

3. Why? Because we LONG to glorify Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Oh The Significance Of “The Old Rugged Cross!” 

 

 

B. May The Death And Resurrection Of Jesus Christ Literally Be Indelibly Etched 

Upon Our Hearts; May We Rejoice In And Glorify Jesus For All He Has Done 

For Us! 

 

 

C. CHERISH JESUS, The Cross, And The Empty Tomb!!!!! Chorus Of “The Old 

Rugged Cross:” 

 

“So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged Cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown.” 


