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(SLIDE #1)  GREAT EVENTS OF THE 

BIBLE -- THE RESURRECTION OF 

JESUS! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. (Slide #2)  Last Week -- The SADDEST Event In The History Of The World -- 

The Crucifixion Of Jesus! 

 

 

B. (Slide #3)  Tonight -- The GREATEST Event In The History Of The World -- 

The Resurrection Of Jesus! 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  The Last Week Before The Resurrection Was Filled A Constant 

Fluctuation Of Emotions! 

1. (►)  The Searching QUERY, “Will Jesus really come to the city for the 

Passover?” Jn. 11:56 

 

2. (►)  The Exuberant JUBILATION of the people as Jesus entered 

Jerusalem! “‘Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

LORD!’ The King of Israel!’” Jn. 12:12,13 

 

3. (►)  The Seething HOSTILITY of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus -- they 

were absolutely determined to kill Jesus! They loathed Him; they hated the 

fact that they were losing their influence and power over the people; they 

wanted ONE THING -- DEATH!! “CRUCIFY HIM!!! CRUCIFY HIM!” 

 

4. (Slide #5)  The Heart-Rending ANGUISH and yet Determined 

RESOLVE of Jesus as He prayed in the Garden! 

 

5. (►)  The Brazen CALLOUSNESS of Judas as he led a garrison of soldiers 

to the Garden and betrayed Jesus with a kiss! 

 

6. (►)  The Dogged HEARTLESSNESS of those who judged Jesus and 

found Him guilty of death! 

 

7. (►)  The Spineless COWARDICE of Pilate who KNEW Jesus was 

innocent but would not release Him! 

 

8. (Slide #6)  The Humiliated SHAME Of Judas who hung himself! 

 

9. (►)  The Courageous DARING of Peter to attack Malchus followed by his 

Cowering DENIAL of His Lord! 
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10. (►)  The Frightened BOLTING of the Apostles as they fled! 

 

11. (►)  The Enraged FRENZY of the riled-up mobs against Jesus! 

 

12. (Slide #7)  The Mundane HEARTLESSNESS of the soldiers who went 

about their jobs SCOURGING and CRUCIFYING Jesus. 

 

13. (►)  The Heart-Broken DESPAIR of a mother who saw her son 

decimated and of believers who saw their Messiah humiliated and 

murdered! 

 

14. (►)  The Triumphant GLEE of Satan who assumed he had been 

victorious over the Godhead! 

 

 

 

I. Scriptures: 

A. Mt. 28:1-8 “Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. 2And behold, there 

was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and 

came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 3His countenance 

was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4And the guards shook for 

fear of him, and became like dead men. 5But the angel answered and said to the 

women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 
6He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord 

lay. 7And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and 

indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I 

have told you.’ 8So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, 

and ran to bring His disciples word.” 

 

 

B. Mk. 16:1-8 “Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint 

Him. 2Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the 

tomb when the sun had risen. 3And they said among themselves, ‘Who will roll 

away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?’ 4But when they looked up, 

they saw that the stone had been rolled away--for it was very large. 5And 

entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on 

the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed. 

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See 

the place where they laid Him. 7But go, tell His disciples--and Peter--that He is 

going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.’ 8So 

they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were 

amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 
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C. Lk. 24:1-11 “Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, 

and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which 

they had prepared. 2But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3Then 

they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4And it happened, as 

they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in 

shining garments. 5Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, 

they said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6He is not here, 

but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 
7saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 

crucified, and the third day rise again.’’ 8And they remembered His words. 
9Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to 

all the rest. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 

the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11And their 

words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them.” 

 

 

D. (Slide #8)  Jn. 20:1-13 “Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went 

to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken 

away from the tomb. 2Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other 

disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken away the Lord 

out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.’ 3Peter 

therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4So they 

both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 
5And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he 

did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; 

and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the handkerchief that had been 

around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place 

by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and 

he saw and believed. 9For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must 

rise again from the dead. 10Then the disciples went away again to their own 

homes. 11But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she 

stooped down and looked into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white 

sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had 

lain. 13Then they said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, 

‘Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 

laid Him.’” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #9)  Events Prior To His Resurrection: 

A. The Chief Priests And Pharisees, Remembering Jesus’ Promise To Arise In 

Three Days, Asked Pilate To Put Guards At The Tomb; Pilate Told Them To 

Use Their Own Guard! Mt. 27:62-66 

 

 

B. The Stone Was “SEALED” So Tampering Could Be Quickly Noticed! 
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C. Then, Guards Were Placed At The Tomb. 

1. Some think they were Roman soldiers stationed at the Tower of Antonio. 

 

2. They may have been Jewish Temple Guards. 

 

3. Mt. 27:62-66 seems to suggest that they were Jewish Temple Guards; Pilate 

said “Use your own guard!”, 65. Yet, later, the Chief Priests seem to 

suggest that they will protect the guards from trouble with Pilate: “And if 

this comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease him and make you 

secure.” Mt. 28:14 

 

4. I personally think they were Jewish guards; WHY would Roman soldiers 

have reported to the Chief Priests and Pharisees? 

 

 

D. No One Was Going To Cause Any Trouble Here! No One Was Going To Sneak 

Into The Garden, Abscond With The Body Of Jesus And Then Claim, “HE 

AROSE!!!” 

 

 

E. The Jewish Leaders Were DETERMINED To Ward Off ANY Such Claim! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #10)  The Resurrection Of Jesus! 

A. He Arose On Sunday Morning! 

1. One may ask, “How can this be the THIRD day?” 

a. Jews counted a part of a day as that day. 

b. He was crucified on Friday and was buried in the tomb, was in the 

tomb all day Saturday, and arose on Sunday morning, the third day! 

 

2. Observe the statements of all of the Gospel writers: 

a. “Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn,” 

Mt. 28:1 

b. Mk. 16:1,2 “Now when the Sabbath was past,…..2Very early in the 

morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the 

sun had risen.” 

c. Lk. 24:1 “Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning,” 

d. Jn. 20:1 “Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning,” 

 

 

B. An Angel Rolled The Stone Away From The Door Of The Tomb! 

1. A great earthquake occurred; an angel of the Lord rolled back the stone and 

sat on it. His appearance was light lightning; his clothes were as white as 

snow! Mt. 28:2 
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2. The guards were petrified and became as dead men; they were mesmerized 

and stupefied! Mt. 28:4. Imagine their Hypnotic TERROR! 

 

3. They were HELPLESS to stop the stone from being moved or to stop Jesus 

from being raised!!! 

 

 

C. (Slide #11)  About This Time, Women Came To The Tomb; They Found It 

Empty! 

1. The women, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

came to the tomb with their spices to anoint His body. Mt. 28:1; Mk. 16:1-

4; Lk. 24:1 

 

2. As they neared His tomb, they wondered who would roll away the stone 

from the door of the tomb for them. Mk. 16:3 

 

3. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb; Jesus’ Body was not 

there; the cloths used to wrap His dead Body were lying there; Jesus was 

gone!!!!!! Lk 24:2; Jn. 20:1. Image their ANGST AND 

CONSTERNATION! 

 

4. (Slide #12)  And then the SEESAW of emotions again! An Angel informed 

them that He had risen! Mt. 28:5,6 

 

5. (Slide #13)  When they entered the tomb, they saw TWO angels -- one was 

sitting on the right side of the tomb! Mk. 16:5 

 

6. The angels’ message to the women: 

a. “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Lk. 24:5; Mt. 28:5; Mk. 

16:5 

b. “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 
6He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where 

the Lord lay.” Mt. 28:5,6; Mk. 16:6; Lk. 27:5 

c. Remember, that He told you about this when He was in Galilee: 

“Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 
7saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 

men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’” Lk. 24:6,7; Mt. 

28:7 

d. “Go, tell His disciples--and Peter--that He is going before you into 

Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” Mk. 16:7 

e. Now image their Jubilant ELATION! 

f. They did not tell anyone on the way; they went straight to His 

Apostles! Mk. 16:8 
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D. The Women Rushed To Inform His Hopeless Apostles Of The AMAZING 

Event! Mk. 16:8; Jn. 20:2-10; Lk. 24:9-12 

1. Their conflicting emotions: they TREMBLED and WERE AMAZED 

(with fear and great joy Mt. 28:8) ! Mk. 16:8 

 

2. Mary Magdalene told Peter and John, “They have taken away the Lord out 

of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” Jn. 20:2 

 

3. When they told the Eleven and all the rest, the reactions were startling! Lk. 

24:9 

a. The reaction to their message: “Doubting DISBELIEF -- “Yeah!, 

Right!” 

b. ”And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not 

believe them.” Lk. 24:11 

 

 

E. (Slide #14)  Peter and John, PONDERING And SPECULATING -- “Could It 

Be True?” -- Ran To The Sepulcher And Found It Empty. Lk. 24:8-12; Mt. 28:8; 

Mk. 16:7,8; Jn. 20:2-10 

1. John outran Peter and arrived at the tomb first, saw the linen burial clothes 

lying there, but did not enter. Jn. 20:5 

 

2. (Slide #15)  Peter arrived and went right in to the tomb and saw the linen 

burial garments and the handkerchief that had been around Jesus’ head; 

however, it was folded and laid to the side by itself. Jn. 20:6,7 

 

3. John entered after Peter. Jn. 20:8 

 

4. Peter and John went to their homes; Mary Magdalene remained behind 

weeping outside the tomb. When she stooped to look into the tomb, she saw 

the two angels sitting at the top and at the foot of the place where the Lord 

had been laid in the tomb! When the angels asked Mary why she was 

weeping, she said, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid Him.”Jn. 20:10-13 

 

 

F. (Slide #16)  Some Of The Soldiers Reported The Events To The Chief Priests. 

Mt. 28:11-15 See below! 

1. Mt. 28:11-15 “Now while they were going, behold, some of the guard came 

into the city and reported to the chief priests all the things that had 

happened. 12When they had assembled with the elders and consulted 

together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13saying, ‘Tell 

them, ‘His disciples came at night and stole Him away while we slept.’ 
14And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease him and make 

you secure.’ 15So they took the money and did as they were instructed; and 

this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.” 



 7 

2. The guards knew there was a HUGE problem! 

 

3. With Apprehensive EMBARRASSMENT they told the chief priests what 

had happened! Likely they feared for their own jobs and lives! 

 

4. The Jewish leaders consulted and then bribed the soldiers with large sums 

of money to promote the lie that Jesus disciples came in the night and stole 

His Body while they were sleeping!” IMAGINE A SENTRY SOLDIER 

ADMITTING THAT! It was a death sentence! 

 

 

 

IV. Since The Day Of His Resurrection, Men Have Attempted To DENY That It 

Happened Or Conjure Up Concocted And Pitiful Explanations! 

A. When The Jewish Leaders Plan Failed, They Conjured Up An Answer! 

1. Some of the soldiers reported His Resurrection to the chief priests. 

 

2. Mt. 28:11-15 “Now while they were going, behold, some of the guard came 

into the city and reported to the chief priests all the things that had 

happened. 12When they had assembled with the elders and consulted 

together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13saying, ‘Tell 

them, ‘His disciples came at night and stole Him away while we slept.’ 
14And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease him and make 

you secure.’ 15So they took the money and did as they were instructed; and 

this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.” 

 

3. Bribed, they reported that His disciples had stolen His Body while they 

were sleeping! 

 

 

B. And People ARE STILL DOING THE SAME THING TODAY! 

1. Amazingly, many religious people deny His Resurrection today yet they 

still espouse Christianity. 

 

2. Several studies have suggested that 2/3 of the preachers in the pulpits of 

America deny the bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ. And yet, most of 

these will conduct Easter services -- their members have no idea of their 

true beliefs. 
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V. (Slide #17)  Present-Day Attempts To Deny Jesus’ Resurrection! 

A. Anyone Wanting To Disprove Christianity Would Have To DISCREDIT The 

Historicity Of This Event. 

 

 

B. No Event In History Is Shrouded With More Speculation, Skepticism, And 

Relentless Examination Than The Hours Of Christ’s Death And The Discovery 

Of His Empty Tomb. 

 

 

C. The Whole Attempt Is To Cast Doubt, To Cause Questions About The 

Resurrection Of Jesus! 

 

 

D. Attempts To Destroy The Resurrection Of Jesus Christ: 

1. (►)  The Wrong Tomb Theory. 

a. Supposedly the women went to the wrong tomb. 

b. Thus, they were confused when it was reported that He had risen! 

c. But remember, the women from Galilee observed as Joseph placed 

Jesus’ Body in the tomb; they went away to prepare spices and 

ointments for His Body. Lk. 23:55,56; Mt. 27:61; Mk. 15:47 

d. They KNEW where the Tomb was -- and it was a PRIVATE tomb not 

a stone in a large cemetery! 

 

2. (Slide #18)  The Fraud Theory. 

a. This suggests that the Disciples perpetuated a GREAT LIE to try to 

underpin the claims that Jesus had previously made! 

b. If this was the ultimate hoax, thousands who knew Jesus firsthand were 

surely duped 50 days later on Pentecost. 

c. If this was a fraud, some of the most brilliant people in Israel, like Saul 

of Tarsus, were caught up in the lie! 

d. And what about all the people who SAW Him and KNEW that He 

arose? 

 

3. (Slide #19)  The Swoon Theory. 

a. This argument claims that Jesus did not really die; He just passed out. 

b. Later, He revived, removed the stone, and left. 

c. How could one so beaten and tortured move that stone? 

d. And, even more concrete, NO ONE SURVIVED CRUCIFIXION! 

 

4. (Slide #20)  The Hallucination Theory. 

a. This attack claims that those who claimed to be eyewitnesses of the 

resurrected Jesus were just hallucinating! 

b. They wanted SO DESPERATELY to believe that He was risen that 

they were sure they had seen it. 

c. This is the old “mirage” in the desert idea! 
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d. However, the Apostles did not hallucinate; they didn’t expect His 

Resurrection and were flabbergasted when it happened -- ASK 

THOMAS! 

 

5. (Slide #21)  The Vision Theory. 

a. This argument claims that people really DID see Jesus; however, it was 

just a spiritual vision. 

b. They claim that these “eyewitnesses” did not see His Body because it 

was not raised! 

c. Yet, it is amazing that supposedly people in many places saw the 

SAME VISION over a period of 40 days. 

 

6. (Slide #22)  The Telegraph Theory. 

a. Those who hold this view affirm that He DID die; however, He just 

raised and later ascended in spirit; His Body stayed in the Tomb. 

b. And they claim that He just sent a telegraph picture back to the 

Apostles and led them to believe that they had actually seen Him. 

c. Ask Thomas and the other 10 Apostles who SAW the prints of the nails 

in His hands and feet and the place in His side that was pierced by the 

sword! 

 

 

E. (Slide #23)  Who Would Have Rolled The Stone Away And Taken The Body? 

Attempts To Answer The EMPTY TOMB! 

1. (►)  The JEWS Did It! 

a. Ah, but remember, they were the very ones who requested the Roman 

guard so the Body would NOT be stolen! Mt. 27:62-66 

b. After they set their own guards, why would they then break through the 

guard and steal the body? 

c. What logical motive would they have had? 

d. They had already WON it seemed! 

e. When the Apostles were preaching the Resurrected Jesus, why didn’t 

the Jewish leaders produce the corpse and silence their teaching 

FOREVER? 

f. If they had stolen It, they would have produce It to disprove Christ’s 

claims and the Apostle’s teaching! 

g. And WHAT BETTER TIME to have produced it than on 

Pentecost?????? 

 

2. (►)  The ROMANS Did It! 

a. But what would have been their motive? 

b. Remember, the tomb was sealed. Mt. 27:66 

c. This was done with the impression of Caesar’s ring on a piece of wax 

or mortar and signified Caesar’s approval. To break that seal would 

have been a federal offense punishable by death! 

d. WHY would any Roman have risked the death penalty by stealing the 

body of one they considered as a trouble-making, unloved Jew? 
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3. (►)  The Disciples Of Jesus Did It! 

a. They had NO REASON to take the Body; they had not intention of 

telling others that He arose; they didn’t believe it themselves! 

b. They ran away when Jesus was arrested. Mt. 26:56 

c. Peter denied even KNOWING Jesus. Mt. 26:69ff 

d. They watched passively as Jesus was killed. 

e. So, after Jesus was dead and buried, did these same confused and 

fearful men: 

1. Fight off the Roman guard? 

2. Steal the body of Jesus and dispose of it somewhere? 

3. Suffer persecution and death to perpetuate a hoax and an outright 

lie??? 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #24)  What The Resurrection Of Jesus Mean: 

A. (►)  He IS The Son Of God! 

1. The significance of His Resurrection: “and declared to be the Son of God 

with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 

dead.” Rom. 1:4 

 

2. Before He ascended to Heaven He gave the Apostles the Great Commission 

of mercy, grace, forgiveness, and hope: “And He said to them, ‘Go into all 

the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes 

and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 

condemned.’” Mk. 16:15,16 

 

3. I Jn. 4:9,10 “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has 

sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 
10In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

 

4. His Resurrection Is A Validation Of His Divinity, His Virgin Birth, His 

Uniqueness, His Miracles, And Of His Being The Savior And Redeemer! 

 

5. With Thomas We Boldly Affirm: “My Lord And My God!” Jn. 20:28 

 

6. Today All Believers In Faith REJOICE; “Hallelujah What A Savior!” 
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B. (Slide #25)  Christianity Is Valid And True! The “Empty Tomb” Is AN 

UNANSWERABLE EVIDENCE Of Christ’s Validity! 

 

 

C. (Slide #26)  Our Hope Is REAL! I Pet. 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” 

 

 

D. (Slide #27)  We Shall Arise. I Cor. 15:20 “But now Christ is risen from the 

dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

 

 

E. (Slide #28)  We Shall Be Like Him! 

1. Phil. 3:20,21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly 

wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly 

body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the 

working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” 

 

2. I Jn. 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 

revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall 

be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

 

 

F. (Slide #29)  We Will Know Each Other After Our Resurrection! 

1. People knew Jesus. 

 

2. The Rich man and Lazarus. Lk. 16:18-31 

 

 

G. (Slide #30)  The Power Of God Over Death And Sin! 

1. Ac 2:24 “whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it 

was not possible that He should be held by it.” 

 

2. “Ac. 17:31 “He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He 

has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 

dead.” 

 

3. II Cor. 13:4 “For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the 

power of God.” 
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4. Eph. 1:18-21 “that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are 

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of His mighty power 20which He worked in Christ when He raised 

Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
21far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every 

name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.” 

 

5. The Father who raised Jesus from the dead can raise YOU from the 

damnation and death of sin! 

 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Last Week We Felt Grief, Frustration, Anger, And Anguish As Jesus Was 

Rejected, Scourged, And Crucified. 

 

 

B. Tonight, We Feel Jubilation: “Hallelujah, Christ Arose!” 


