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(SLIDE #1)  GOD CAN MAKE A 

SINNER A SPECIAL SOMEONE! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. This Morning’s Friends And Family Day Sermon: “Created To Be Someone!” 

1. Man is SO IMPORTANT in the sight of God! 

 

2. Each of you are important to God! 

 

 

B. Sometimes We Feel Awfully Unimportant, Even As A Nobody Because We 

Know Our Past And Our Present And Feel So Dirty And Defiled. 

 

 

C. Tonight, I Want To Follow That Lesson Up With A Lesson: “God Can Make A 

Sinner A Special Someone!” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  God Can Make A Sinner, No Matter HOW VILE, A Special 

Someone! 

A. (►)  Rahab. 

1. She was a prostitute who lived in Jericho, the first city Israel attacked as 

they entered Canaan. 

 

2. She provided cover for the Israelite spies when they entered Jericho to spy 

it. 

 

3. She defied the King of Jericho’s command to reveal their whereabouts; she 

told the king that the spies had been there but had escaped under the 

darkness of night; she hid them. 

 

4. She believed that the God of the Israelites would deliver her people to 

Israel! 

a. Josh. 2:9-13 “and said to the men: ‘I know that the LORD has given 

you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the 

inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you. 10For we have 

heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when 

you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the 

Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, 

whom you utterly destroyed. 11And as soon as we heard these things, 

our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone 
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because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above 

and on earth beneath. 12Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the 

LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show 

kindness to my father's house, and give me a true token, 13and spare my 

father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and 

deliver our lives from death.’” 

b. The spies promised her: “So the men answered her, ‘Our lives for 

yours, if none of you tell this business of ours. And it shall be, when the 

LORD has given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with 

you.’” Josh. 2:14 

 

5. She let them down from her window -- her house was on the wall; she told 

them to hide in the mountains for three days; then they would be safe to 

return to the Israelite camp. 

a. “Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house 

was on the city wall; she dwelt on the wall. 16And she said to them, 

‘Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you. Hide there three days, 

until the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your way." 

Josh. 2:15,16 

b. They safely returned to Joshua and the camp. 

 

6. The spies promised to spare her when the city of Jericho was destroyed. She 

and her family were spared. Josh. 6:22-25 

 

7. God made this prostitute a special someone! She married Salmon; their son 

was Boaz; he became the husband of Ruth. In Matthew 1, Rahab and Boaz 

are listed as one of the ancestors in the lineage and bloodline of Jesus 

Christ! Mt. 1:5,16 

 

8. How amazing it is that God can make a prostitute a special someone! 

 

 

B. (►)  Zacchaeus. 

1. We mainly remember him as the short man who climbed a tree to see Jesus 

in Lk. 19:1-10. 

 

2. He was a tax collector, a pawn of the Roman government who bought the 

privilege to collect taxes from his people; then he could charge exorbitant 

prices! 

 

3. Jesus knew that he was a crook; he was rich because he was a thief! 

 

4. Jesus stopped at the tree, told Zacchaeus to come down, and invited Himself 

to Zacchaeus’ house. 5 

 

5. Zacchaeus eagerly welcomed Jesus. 6 

 

6. He became a true penitent! 8 
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7. Jesus declare that: “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also 

is a son of Abraham;” 9 

 

8. How amazing it is that God can make a conniving thief a special someone! 

 

 

C. (►)  The Penitents on Pentecost. 

1. What an amazing illustration of God’s mercy and grace. 

 

2. The first invitation the Apostles made after Christ’s Death, Burial and 

Resurrection for sinners to repent, to be saved, and to come into the Lord’s 

Church was made to the very people who weeks earlier had shouted, 

“CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!” and to the unbelieving Jewish nation! 

 

3. The human heart might recoil at such an invitation; however, God shows 

His heart of mercy and grace. 

 

4. Therefore when Peter and the Apostles convicted the Jews on Pentecost that 

they were responsible for the Death of the God-sent Messiah, they cried out 

from agonized hearts saying “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Ac. 

2:37 

 

5. Then they were given God’s remedy for sin, “Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” Ac. 

2:38, 3,000 of them responded in faith and were baptized to be saved from 

their awful sin, the murder of the very Son of God! Ac. 2:41 

 

6. How amazing it is that God can make vile unbelievers into special 

someones! 

 

 

D. (►)  Saul of Tarsus. 

1. This brilliant up-and-coming Jew was groomed as a chief “terrorist” of 

Christians. 

 

2. Early in his life he saw Jesus as an imposter. 

 

3. He became a vile persecutor of Christ, the Church, and Christians! 

a. He held the clothes of Stephen’s stoners! Ac. 7:58 

b. He arrested Christians, threw them into jail; had them tried, and then 

murdered as martyrs. Ac. 8:3 

c. He was on the way to Damascus to continue his tyranny against 

Christians! 

1. Ac. 9:1,2 “Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 

disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked letters 

from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any 
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who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring 

them bound to Jerusalem.” 

 

2. Ac. 22:4,5 “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and 

delivering into prisons both men and women, 5 as also the high 

priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from 

whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus 

to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be 

punished.” 

3. Ac. 26:9-12 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things 

contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10This I also did in 

Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having 

received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put 

to death, I cast my vote against them. 11And I punished them often 

in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being 

exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to 

foreign cities. 12‘While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus 

with authority and commission from the chief priests,’” 

4. Gal. 1:13,14 “For you have heard of my former conduct in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and 

tried to destroy it. 14And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of 

my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly 

zealous for the traditions of my fathers.” 

5. I Ti. 1:13 “although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and 

an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in 

unbelief.” 

 

4. It was on the road to Damascus that the Lord spoke to and blinded Saul. 

The Lord condemned Saul’s terroristic actions against the Church because it 

was in reality an attack against Him! 

a. Ac. 9:4-6 “Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, 

‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 5And he said, ‘Who are 

You, Lord?’ Then the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 6So he, 

trembling and astonished, said, ‘Lord, what do You want me to do?’ 

Then the Lord said to him, ‘Arise and go into the city, and you will be 

told what you must do.’” 

b. This one sinner was so important to Jesus; his whole life and eternity 

destiny could be changed! 

 

5. Saul, in deep remorse, repented. 

 

6. Ananias then told him to “Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 

calling on the name of the Lord.” Ac. 22:16 

 

7. After the Damascus road conversation and the teaching of Ananias he 

KNEW that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God!” 

 



 5 

8. Paul was EAGER to be baptized to wash away his wins! 

 

9. Paul was SO grateful for God’s mercy and grace. He affirmed it numerous 

times. 

a. I Cor. 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 

toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, 

yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 

b. Phil. 3:7,8 “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss 

for Christ. 8Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 

loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” 

c. I Tim. 1:15 “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 

 

10. How amazing it is that God can make a threatening, raging, tyrant into a 

special someone -- a great servant, preacher, and Apostle of the Gospel!!! 

 

 

 

II. God Can Make A Sinful Christian A Special Someone! 

A. (►)  David. 

1. David had committed adultery with Bathsheba and was responsible for her 

husband’s death. 

 

2. God sent Nathan to condemn David’s sin. 

 

3. David repented. 

 

4. II Sa. 12:13 “So David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the LORD.’ 

And Nathan said to David, ‘The LORD also has put away your sin; you 

shall not die.’” 

 

5. How amazing it is that God can take a penitent adulterer and murderer and 

make him into a special someone! 

 

 

B. Samson. 

1. What a sinful man he became; what a waste of life because he was worldly 

to the core!!! 

 

2. Manoah and his wife were barren; God promised to give them a son who 

would live by the Nazarite vows. He was born to Manoah of the tribe of 

Dan during a time when Israel had been oppressed by the Philistines for 40 

years! Ju. 13 

 

3. Tragically, he was intrigued by a Philistine woman. He seemingly forced 

his parents to get her for him as his wife! Ju. 14:1-4 
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4. She connived to get him to tell her the answer to his riddle (she immediately 

told her people); his father-in-law gave his wife to a Philistine, his best man, 

to be his wife. Ju. 14:5-20 

 

5. Later he fell in love with the Philistine harlot, Delilah, who sold him out to 

her people; he was shaved, blinded, humiliated, and had no strength. 

 

6. Later as his hair returned, God restored his strength in the Temple of 

Dagon, he killed more in his death than he did in his life! 

 

7. Sometimes you wonder, HOW MUCH does a person have to suffer before 

he finally wakes up and repents? 

 

8. How amazing it is that God can make a worldly and foolish man and make 

him into a special someone! 

 

 

C. (►)  Peter. 

1. Here was His beloved Apostle who denied Him three times on the night of 

His Crucifixion. 

 

2. Two events caused guilt to explode in Peter’s heart: 

a. The rooster crowed just as Jesus had prophesied. Mt. 26:75 “he went 

out and wept bitterly.” 

b. Jesus looked him directly in the eyes! Lk. 22:61,62 

 

3. Peter, heart broken and self-punishing, could not get over his sin. About 

seven weeks later, Jesus called upon him to repent, rise, and get busy about 

the Lord’s mission. Jn. 21:15-19 

 

4. Days later, Peter, forgiven and uplifted, was the leader of the Apostles 

preaching the precious Gospel on Pentecost! Ac. 2 

 

5. How amazing it is that God can make a weak, cowardly denier who broke 

His heart into a special someone! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #)  Ah, But Here Is Where The Struggle Comes! 

A. (►)  How Do YOU React When A Really Wicked Person Obeys The 

Gospel? 

1. Do you rejoice in his “Victory In Jesus?” 

 

2. Do you wonder if he is really sincere and committed? 

 

3. Have you ever just plain distrusted someone who was baptized into Christ? 

Did you have a hard time believing that their “conversion” was genuine? 
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4. Do you discourage them by your distrust? Do you drive them away from 

Christ and their salvation because of your distrust? 

 

5. Now, you might quickly respond, “I wouldn’t do that!” Maybe not; maybe 

you would! 

 

6. Brethren, IF GOD FORGIVES, WHO ARE WE TO WITHHOLD 

FORGIVENESS? 

 

 

B. (►)  How Do You React When A Penitent Christian Who Has Been Living 

In Sin Repents? 

1. Do you rejoice in their sensitive, pure heart? 

 

2. Do you rejoice with them in their restoration? 

 

3. OR, do you question their sincerity? 

 

4. Do you take a “wait and see” attitude? 

 

5. And what if it is a leader in the Church who repents? An elder, a deacon, or 

an evangelist? 

a. Do you say, “I’ll never trust HIM again!” 

b. Do you say, “I’ll never support him EVER being a leader again! 

c. Do you do what you can to help mend and heal his broken spirit and to 

encourage him to continue to use his talents in the work of the Lord? 

d. Would we give the Apostle Peter a second chance? 

 

6. When the fornicating brother of I Corinthians 5 was addressed, he repented! 

a. Paul had to urge the Corinthians to watch their attitudes lest they 

discouraged him and made him feel that he was still not accepted by the 

brethren! 

b. II Cor. 2:6-8 “This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is 

sufficient for such a man, 7so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to 

forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with 

too much sorrow. 8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him.” 

 

7. Brethren, IF GOD FORGIVES, WHO ARE WE TO WITHHOLD 

FORGIVENESS? 

 

 

C. (►)  How Do You React When One Who Is A KNOWN, VILE Sinner Has 

A Remorseful Heart? 

1. This can be a huge struggle for Christians. 
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2. Observe the struggle the early church had when the VILE, 

TERRORISTIC Sinner “Saul of Tarsus” Repented And Came To 

Christ! 

a. Imagine being Ananias! 

1. The Lord says, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and 

inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for 

behold, he is praying. 12And in a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might 

receive his sight.” Ac. 9:11,12 

2. Ananias’ fearful retort, “Then Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have 

heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done 

to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority from the 

chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.’” 

3. The Lord’s comforting message: “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, 

for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, 

kings, and the children of Israel. 16For I will show him how many 

things he must suffer for My name’s sake.’” 

4. Ananias immediately went to the house of Judas on Straight Street, 

met Saul, restored his sight, and taught him how to be saved! 

b. Imagine being a member of the Church at Damascus. 

1. Is this “conversion” really real? 

2. Is this just a scheme to kill us? 

c. Imagine being a member of the Church at Jerusalem. 

1. Ac. 9:26 “And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join 

the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe 

that he was a disciple.” 

2. The Jerusalem brethren were terrified; they did not trust the report 

that Saul had become a Christian. 

3. Thank God for a Barnabas who stood up for Saul and urged the 

brethren to accept his conversion as REAL! 

a. Ac. 9:27 “But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 

apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord 

on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had 

preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.” 

b. He helped allay the brethren’s fears and cause them to reach 

forth a hand and heart of fellowship to Saul! 

 

3. Interestingly, the Christians in Damascus helped Saul escape as they 

lowered him over the wall in a basket. 

a. Imagine the pendulum of emotions among the Christians. 

b. Some must have been terrified of him; others were suspicious; some 

must have been inquisitive and uncertain; but some brethren were 

immediately accepting of his conversion and were determined to 

protect this new brother in Christ! 
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4. Saul did not return to Jerusalem; he fled into Arabia, then returned to 

Damascus. This was over 3 years after his conversion. 

a. Saul arrived in Jerusalem; he tried to join himself to the brethren there; 

however, they were all terrified of him! Ac. 9:26 

1. Now, put yourself in their shoes! 

2. They knew about his involvement with Stephen’s stoning. Ac. 8:1 

3. They knew of his involvement in the hierarchy of the Jews; they 

knew of his threats to annihilate Christianity! Ac. 8:3 

4. They knew of his commissions to other cities like Damascus. 

5. And, they may have heard about his “supposed conversion” years 

earlier; however, they seriously doubted the validity of it! 

6. So, when Saul returned to Jerusalem and wanted to “join himself” 

to them, they wanted NOTHING to do with him; they did not 

believe he was truly a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

b. Thank God for Barnabas, the GREAT edifier and encourager! 

1. He took Saul to Peter and James (perhaps the other Apostles were 

out of town preaching); he vouched for the events that had 

occurred in Saul’s conversion; he affirmed that he personally had 

seen Saul boldly proclaim Jesus in Damascus. Ac. 9:27 

2. The testimony of Barnabas made a huge impact upon the 

Christians in Jerusalem. 

3. The brethren there were convinced that Saul had truly been 

converted to Christ! 

4. However, as Paul proclaimed the Lord Jesus, some of the 

Hellenists (Jews who had adopted Greek culture) turned against 

him and attempted to kill him! Ac. 9:29 

6. The Christians took him down to the seacoast at Caesarea and put 

him on a ship to Tarsus. Ac. 9:30 

7. Saul then traveled to the regions of Syria and Cilicia -- in and 

around his homeland of Tarsus. Gal. 1:21 

8. Even though the brethren in Jerusalem met Saul and were 

convinced of the legitimacy of his conversion, he did not meet 

Christians from other congregations in Judea. 

a. They simply heard the testimony of the brethren in Jerusalem. 

b. Their affirmation was, “The one who was formerly 

persecuting us now preaches the faith that he was once 

ravaging!” Gal. 1:23 

c. The brethren all over Judea glorified God because of what he 

happened to Saul! Gal. 1:24 

 

5. Brethren, IF GOD FORGIVES, WHO ARE WE TO WITHHOLD 

FORGIVENESS? 
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Conclusion: 

A. Obviously God Will NOT Forgive Unrepentant Sinners! 

1. Cain. (He was angry because God refused His sacrifice but accepted Abel’s 

sacrifice. In his anger, he killed Abel.  He was cursed; he became a fugitive 

and a vagabond). Gen 4 

 

2. The world in the days of Noah. (God destroyed the whole human race 

beside Noah and his family because of the wickedness of the world). Gen. 

6-9 

 

3. Unbelieving Israel. (After all of God’s blessings -- deliverance from Egypt, 

giving them provisions and protection until they came to Mt. Sinai -- Israel 

succumbed to the fear and faithlessness the 10 fearful spies. Therefore God 

made them wander in the wilderness for 40 years until all the men over the 

age of twenty died with the exceptions of the two faithful spies -- Joshua 

and Caleb!) Ex. 12-Nu. 14 

 

4. Nadab and Abihu. (When these two priests, sons of Aaron, offered 

unauthorized fire on the altar, God sent fire from heaven and consumed 

them on the spot!) Lev. 10:1-7 

 

5. Mt. 23:1314,15,23,25,27,29  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites!” 

 

6. To the impenitent Jews, He said, “Or do you despise the riches of His 

goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of 

God leads you to repentance? 5But in accordance with your hardness and 

your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the 

day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6who 

‘will render to each one according to his deeds’:” Rom. 2:4-6 

 

7. Ananias and Sapphira. (This husband and wife showed that they had 

benevolent hearts as they desired to assist their struggling brethren. 

However, they decided to keep part of the money back for themselves while 

giving the impression that they gave the Apostles all the money they 

received for the land. God struck Ananias dead first and later Sapphira for 

their conspired lie.) Ac. 6:1-11 
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B. But To The Penitent, Whether Non-Christians Or Christians, God Is SO 

Merciful And Gracious And Can Make Them Truly Special Someones! 

1. Look At Our Lord -- He Was Eager To Forgive The Sinful Woman, Lk. 

7:36-50; He Was Eager To Forgive The Woman Caught In The Act Of 

Adultery, Jn. 8:1-12 And H Challenged Her To “Go And Sin No More!” 

 

2. May we be determined to help penitents to become SPECIAL 

SOMEONES! 

 

 

C. Do You Need Forgiveness Tonight? Let God Help You To Become A Special 

Someone -- FORGIVEN! 

 

 

D. Are You Struggling With Forgiveness Of Others? Let God Help You To 

Become A Special Someone -- A Forgiver And An Encourager Of The Penitent! 


