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(SLIDE #1)  “GREAT EVENTS OF 

THE BIBLE -- GIVING THE GREAT 

COMMISSION!” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. In Our Last Lesson We Saw The Ten Post-Resurrection Appearances That 

Occurred Before He Ascended Back To His Father. 

 

 

B. Tonight We Look At One Of These Events That Has Implications For As Long 

As The World Lasts AND Eternal Consequences For EVERY Human Being --

“Great Events Of The Bible -- Giving The Great Commission.” 

 

 

C. This Was The Next To Last Appearance; The Last Appearance To The Apostles 

Was When He Ascended To Heaven. 

1. Likely this event occurred on a mountain in Galilee [tradition says it was Mt 

Tabor about 7 miles east of Nazareth and not far from the Sea of Galilee]. 

 

2. Afterwards they returned to Judea and Jerusalem; there Jesus ascended back 

to Heaven! 

 

 

 

I. Texts: 

A. (Slide #2)  Mt. 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ 

Amen.” 

 

 

B. Mk. 16:14-18 “Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He 

rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those 

who had seen Him after He had risen. 15And He said to them, ‘Go into all the 

world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes and is baptized 

will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs 

will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will 

speak with new tongues; 18they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 

deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they 

will recover.’” 
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C. Lk. 24:44-49 “Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in 

the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.’ 45And He 

opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 46Then 

He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to 

suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47and that repentance and 

remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48And you are witnesses of these things. 49Behold, I send the Promise 

of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 

with power from on high.’” 

 

 

D. Ac. 1:4-8 “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not 

to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, ‘which,’ He 

said, ‘you have heard from Me; 5for John truly baptized with water, but you 

shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 6Therefore, 

when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, ‘Lord, will You at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7And He said to them, ‘It is not for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8But you 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.’” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #3)  Great Truths Of The Great Commission: 

A. (►)  Jesus Lovingly Chastised His Apostles For Their Lack Of Comprehension 

About His Mission. 

1. Mk. 16:14 “Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He 

rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe 

those who had seen Him after He had risen.” 

 

2. Lk. 24:44,45 “Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to 

you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 

written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning 

Me.’ 45And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the 

Scriptures.” 

 

 

B. (►)  Jesus Affirmed His Authority! 

1. “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Mt. 28:18 

 

2. He is in a position of authority and power to give this commission! 
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3. As the fulfillment of O.T. prophecies about the coming Messiah, He had the 

authority to establish this commission! Lk. 24:46-48 “Then He said to them, 

‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to 

rise from the dead the third day, 47and that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48And you are witnesses of these things.’” 

 

 

C. (Slide #4)  Charges In The Commission: 

1. (►)  “Go!” 

a. Do not just sit by and wait for them to come. 

b. The Great Commission is totally contrary to the movie “Field Of 

Dreams!” The movie affirmed, “Build it (a baseball field) and they will 

come!” Jesus’ charge to His disciples is, “Go!” 

 

2. (Slide #5)  Go “Into all of the world!” 

a. This Gospel Message is for EVERY sinner! 

b. It is for people of all nations! 

c. It is a call for ANY sinner who will repent!” 

d. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” Mk. 

16:15 

 

3. (Slide #6)  It is a commission that makes demands: 

a. (►)  An evangelistic zeal of his people. 

b. (►)  Discipleship -- “make disciples of all the nations!” Mt. 28:19 

c. (►)  Belief: 

1. Conviction about WHO Jesus Christ really is! Mk. 16:15 

2. Unbelief has eternal consequences! “but he who does not believe 

will be condemned!” Mk. 16:16 

d (►)  Repentance -- Lk. 22:44 

e. (►)  Baptism: 

1. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

a. They are the originators of this offered salvation! 

b. They have the authority to set the standard for salvation. 

c. They are in TOTAL COOPERATION and in TOTAL 

AGREEMENT giving this plan! 

2. “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.” Mk. 16:16 

f. (►)  Continued Teaching. 

1. Being baptized is not a final destination or goal -- it is just the 

beginning of life! 

2. New Christians must continue to be taught the Will of the Godhead 

-- “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you.” Mt. 28:20 

3. This emphasizes how VITAL a class is for New Christians! And it 

emphasizes how new Christians must WHET their appetite for the 

Word of God -- LONG to know His Will and to do It! 
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D. (Slide #7)  This Commission Lasts As Long As The World Stands, As Long As 

The Christian Age Exists! 

1. When will the Christian Dispensation cease? When the world is destroyed 

on the Last Day! II Pet. 3:10 

 

2. The Apostles were commissioned to take the Gospel to the whole world! 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.” Ac. 1:8 

 

 

E. (►)  “Amen!” Mt. 28:20 

1. “SO BE IT!” 

 

2. This IS the Will of Heaven! 

 

 

F. (►)  This Commission Would Be Introduced With Miraculous Manifestations 

To PROVE That It Is Given By The Authority Of Heaven! 

1. The Apostles would receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit! 

a. Lk. 24:49 “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but 

tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on 

high.’” 

b. Ac. 1:4,5 “And being assembled together with them, He commanded 

them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 

Father, ‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard from Me; 5for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.’” 

 

2. Those whom the Apostles baptized would receive miraculous 

manifestations to prove that the Lord’s promise of salvation was true and 

that they had received that salvation! Mk. 16:17,18 

a. “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 

cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18they will take up 

serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 

them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.’” 

b. Those gifts would be available to the FIRST TWO GENERATIONS of 

New Testament Christians! 

c. Ac. 2:38,39 “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 

you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is to you 

and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord 

our God will call.’” 

d. These gifts were for the Jews first, A.D. 33-40; then Peter preached at 

the house of Cornelius and the Gentiles, “those afar off”, Ac. 2:39; 

Eph. 2:13, and they began to have these miraculous manifestations. 

e. These gifts were for the first two generations of Christians. 
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III. (Slide #8)  The Great Commission And Me! 

A. (►)  It Is SO Easy For Christians Today To Say, “That Was For The Apostles; 

It Has NO Significance For And Places No Demands Upon Me!” 

1. I believe some Christians make this affirmation so they can salve their 

consciences for not being evangelistic! 

 

2. Espousing that view WILL NOT remove your obligations! 

 

 

B. (►)  The Great Commission Tells Us That WE Must Care About The Eternal 

Destiny Of Our Friends And Family! 

1. Oh, we cannot save anyone ourselves; only Jesus can do that! 

 

2. BUT, we must care enough to teach, to encourage, and to admonish. 

 

3. That does NOT mean that we pressure them; rather we want them to know 

just how important their eternal destiny really is! 

 

 

C. (Slide #9)  The Great Commission Urges Us To Care About EVERY SINNER -

- Even The Most Vile Ones! 

1. It is easy to reach out just to people that we see that are like us, to people 

that are kind, and to people that are living good lives. 

 

2. But, EVERY SINNER needs salvation! 

 

3. Examine your heart -- will you care enough to guide every sinner that you 

can to Christ? Be an Ananias -- you might teach a Paul! 

 

 

D. (►)  The Great Commission Tells Us That Every Sinner Must Have Faith In 

Christ Or He Is Condemned! 

1. Do we REALLY care? 

 

2. Do we REALLY believe that those who do not have faith in Christ are lost? 

 

3. We MUST believe the Truth! 

 

4. Jn. 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me.’” 
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E. (►)  The Great Commission Tells Us Exactly How Sinners Are Saved -- That 

Christ’s Authoritative Way Is THE ONLY WAY! 

1. Jesus has the authority to establish the plan of salvation! 

 

2. Sinners surely have NO RIGHT or authority to establish that plan! That is 

equivalent to a criminal setting his sentencing! We KNOW that is 

ridiculous! 

 

3. We must humble ourselves, see what Christ teaches, and then believe It and 

teach It ourselves! 

 

 

F. (Slide #10)  Christ Challenged Christians To Step Out In Faith, Compassion, 

And Love For The Lost! 

1. You can teach people all over the world from your office, for your desk, 

from your computer, and from your smart phone. 

 

2. You can teach people without traveling outside your country; but, you can 

also travel and teach them in their place of residence as well. 

 

3. The IMPORTANT understanding -- the Christian life is a life of concern 

and care for the lost! 

 

4. Wherever you are in the world, have a heart of love and interest in 

influencing people to be saved! 

 

 

G. (►)  Work On Your Heart To Cultivate A More Evangelistic Heart! 

1. That is what our 6 x 6 program is all about! 

 

2. Care about people; try to become friends; let them see your heart and love 

for them; then urge them to seek and to know Jesus! 

 

3. How can you become MORE caring about people? 

 

 

H. (►)  We Must Overcome Our Hindrances: 

1. The belief that no one is interested any longer! 

a. WHAT A LIE! 

b. Yet, SO MANY CHRISTIANS have bought that belief! 

 

2. Our personalities! 

a. Many are quiet. 

b. But you know what, when you truly love the lost, you push yourself to 

get out of your comfort zone because you want them to be saved! 
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3. Being evangelistic is such a growing experience! 

a. You learn more yourself! 

b. You learn how to be more effective in teaching others in the future. 

c. You learn the POWER of the Word! 

d. You learn that people DO care and WILL respond! 

 

 

 

(Slide #11)  Conclusion: 

A. Will You Take To Heart The Last Words Of Jesus Before He Ascended Back 

To His Father???? 

 

 

B. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes 

and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” 

Mk. 16:15,16 


