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(SLIDE #1)  “IT IS WELL WITH MY 

SOUL! -- CAN A CHRISTIAN 

REALLY FEEL SECURE?” 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Christian, Have You Ever Been Asked, “Do You Feel Secure In Your 

Salvation?” Or “Do You Feel Saved?” 

1. How do you answer? 

a. You hear many Christians respond, “I’m not sure.” 

b. Or here is another oft heard response: “I hope so.” 

 

2. How do you really feel inside? 

 

3. How would you finish this sentence: “If I were to die today, I would be in 

________ eternally.” 

 

 

B. We SING About Security; We LOVE Songs About Security! 

1. “Blessed Assurance!” 

 

2. “It Is Well With My Soul!” 

 

 

C. Yet, Tragically, Many Christians Feel VERY LITTLE SECURITY At All! 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #2)  God Tells Us That Christians Should Have Security! We Can KNOW 

That We HAVE BEEN SAVED And That We Will CONTINUE To Be Saved!! 

A. (Slide #3)  I Jn. 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that 

you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.” 

1. John says, “You can KNOW that you have eternal life!” 

a. NOT “hope.” 

b. NOT “wish.” 

c. You can KNOW! 

d. You can KNOW that you have eternal life! 

 

2. The requirement for Christians -- continue to believe. 

 

3. The AWFUL Condition Of A Christian Living Without Security! 
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B. (Slide #4)  Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are 

in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 

Spirit.” 

1. Paul has emphasized that EVERY SINNER NEEDS JUSTIFICATION; 

however, it could not be found under the Law of Moses. 

 

2. He then declares, “Justification is available for those who are in Christ 

Jesus!” 

 

3. He says that those who are justified are not under condemnation! 

 

4. Misunderstandings that Christians often have: 

a. Some brethren sadly totally misunderstand God’s grace and the 

continual cleansing of the Blood of Christ! 

b. They think you have to be saying a prayer the second you die or be 

taking the Lord’s Supper the second you die or you can have no 

security! 

c. This is ludicrous and impossible! 

d. I Jn. 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanses us from all sin.” 

 

 

C. (Slide #5)  I Cor. 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 

common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 

beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 

escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 

1. God knows that we will face temptation! 

 

2. He is loyal and concerned for man! 

 

3. He has provided assistance to help us succeed! 

 

4. Why? He wants us to be overcomers and to be in Heaven with Him! 

 

 

D. (Slide #6)  Rom. 8:31 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 

who can be against us?” 

1. Paul affirms that God is on our side! 

 

2. And if He is, nothing can separate us from God if we are faithfully loyal to 

Him! 
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3. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it 

is written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as 

sheep for the slaughter.’ 37Yet in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us. 38For I am persuaded that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 

nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall 

be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” Rom. 8:35-39 

 

 

E. (Slide #7)  “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and 

election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11for so an 

entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” II Pet. 1:10,11 

1. After listing the “Christian Graces”, Peter says, “Be diligent to practice 

these traits!” 

 

2. “If you do these things you will never stumble!” 

a. What an amazing truth! 

b. “If you do” in Greek is a present tense Greek verb that mean “doing.” If 

you continue doing these things you will never stumble! You will 

remain true to God! 

c. “For so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the 

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

1. THE important word for understanding in this passage is “so.” 

2. It means “in this way!” 

3. What way? Continuing to apply and growing the Christian Graces 

in your life! 

4. When you continue to seek to become like God, you can EXPECT 

to be in Heaven! 

 

 

F. (Slide #8)  II Tim. 4:7,8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith. 8Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me 

only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” 

1. Paul is a classic example of Christian security. 

 

2. This man, whose heart was always aware of his previous ungodly life, 

relished the grace of God! And yet, those past memories did not destroy his 

present peace and security! 

 

3. He KNEW that by God’s mercy and grace, he would have “Victory In 

Jesus!” 
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II. (Slide #9)  God’s Characteristics That Undergird Security! 

A. (►)  His Trustworthiness! 

1. He IS Truth! 

 

2. He CANNOT lie! 

 

3. What He tells us is Truth! 

 

 

B. (►)  His Love! 

1. WHAT Love! 

 

2. The Father’s love: 

a. “How Deep The Father’s Love!” 

b. Jn. 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 

 

3. The Love Of Jesus: 

a. “Jesus Loves Me!” 

b. He laid down His life for me! 

 

4. Would He save me to destroy me? That Is ABSURD!!!!! 

 

 

C. (►)  His Truth! 

1. He Is TRUTH! The Truth Of His Word! 

 

2. Jn. 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

 

3. He tells us how to be saved; He tells us how to life to please Him -- IT’S 

THE TRUTH!!! We can KNOW that we are saved! 

a. The way of salvation: 

1. Mk. 16:16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 

who does not believe will be condemned.” 

2. Ac. 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

3. Ac. 22:16 “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, 

and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” 
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b. We can know that we have been “Washed In The Blood!” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

“Washed in the blood of Calvary, 

Cleansed and made whole, salvation free; 

There on the cross He purchased me, 

Now I’m plunged ‘neath the blood of Calvary. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Washed in the blood of Calvary, 

I’ve been redeemed, He set me free; 

Once I was blind but now I see, 

I’m washed in the blood of Calvary.” 

 

 

Verse 2: 

 

Life stained with sin and burdened soul, 

He washed me clean and made me whole; 

I once was lost but now I’m free, 

But I’m plunged ‘neath the blood of Calvary. 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

Verse 3: 

 

Love was the key that won my heart, 

Redeeming grace He did impart; 

Raised now to live eternally, 

Singing praises to Him for Calvary.” 

 

Refrain: 

 

4. We can face life and eternity as the song says, “Standing On The 

Promises!” 

a. Promise of salvation. 

b. Promise to be an heir of Heaven with Christ! 

1. As children of God, we are thus HEIRS of God! 

a. Rom. 8:17 “and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ.” 

b. Gal. 3:29 “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 

seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

2. Faithful Christians are heirs of Heaven and of all the eternal 

blessings God has prepared for His children! 
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c. His promise to the faithful! 

1. Rev. 2:10 “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 

life.” 

2. Heb. 6:10 “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of 

love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have 

ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

d. If He makes all these promises to the faithful and then does not deliver, 

He is unjust! 

 

 

D. (►)  His Righteousness! 

1. He is fair, righteous, and just! 

 

2. He has promised to bless obedience and to punish sin and disobedience! 

a. If He does not bless obedience, He is unjust and unrighteous. 

b. He could not be just without blessing the obedient! 

c. He could not be just without punishing sin! 

 

3. He has vividly described His righteousness: 

a. Dt. 32:4 “He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are 

justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is 

He.” 

b. He will bless the penitent and obedient. Ps. 103:8 “The LORD is 

merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #10)  Man’s Responses That Undergird Security! 

A. (►)  Obedience -- When We Obey Him, We Can Know That We Are His And 

He Is Ours! 

1. I Jn. 2:3 “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 

commandments.” 

 

2. I Jn. 2:6 “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as 

He walked.” 

 

3. Jn. 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 

 

4. Submission Provides Great Assurance! 

 

5. When you OBEY, You KNOW! 

a. You know WHO He is and what His Will is! 

b. You eagerly desire to obey Him! 

c. Then you know who you are and whose you are! 

d. And in that submission you find AMAZING assurance! 
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B. (►)  Humble Reliance Upon God! 

1. We realize how UNWORTHY we are! 

 

2. We realize how much we rely upon and need the grace of God. 

 

3. We realize our constant need, even as Christians, for the continuing mercy 

and grace of God in our lives. 

 

4. I Cor. 15:8 “But by the grace of God I am what I am.” 

 

 

 

IV. (Slide #11)  Why Then Might Christians Struggle Mightily With A Lack Of 

Security? 

A. (►)  We Are Vividly Aware Of Our Own Struggles! 

1. We know our weaknesses and sins. 

 

2. We know ourselves to the core! 

 

3. We know that we do not DESERVE God’s mercy, grace, and Heaven! 

 

 

B. (►)  We May Have A Guilty Conscience Knowing That We Have Not 

Repented Of Sin In Our Lives! 

1. Guilt is SO painful! 

 

2. And it is a security destroyer! 

 

3. The comforting answer is “Repent!” 

 

 

C. (►)  We May Have A Troubled Conscience! 

1. Some people have a conscience that makes them feel guilty constantly! 

 

2. Conscience is a WONDERFUL part of our created existence! 

a. It is a moral compass. 

b. It keeps us loyal to God. 

 

3. However, many have an over-sensitive conscience; they feel terrible for 

things that are NOT wrong! 

 

4. Do not let inappropriate guilt destroy your security! 
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5. Examples of appropriate guilt and appropriate response: 

a. David. 

1. Ps. 31:10 “For my life is spent with grief, And my years with 

sighing; My strength fails because of my iniquity, And my bones 

waste away.” 

2. Ps. 51:3 “For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is 

always before me.” 

b. People on Pentecost. Ac. 2:37 “Now when they heard this, they were 

cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and 

brethren, what shall we do?’” 

c. Saul when convicted that his actions were all sinful! Ac. 9:6 “So he, 

trembling and astonished, said, ‘Lord, what do You want me to do?’” 

d. The Philippian Jailor! Ac. 16:29,30 “Then he called for a light, ran in, 

and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30And he brought them 

out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’” 

 

6. Appropriate response is to respond to His mercy and grace! 

a. People on Pentecost. 

1. Ac. 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

2. Ac. 2:41 “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; 

and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.” 

b. Saul. 

1. Ac. 9:6 “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Arise and go into the city, 

and you will be told what you must do.’” 

2. Ac. 22:16 “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, 

and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” 

c. The Philippian Jailor. 

1. Ac. 16:30-33 “So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you will be saved, you and your household.’ 32Then they spoke the 

word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33And he 

took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 

immediately he and all his family were baptized.” 

2. This man TRULY believed, repented, and then was baptized! 

d. We may always feel unworthy of God’s mercy and grace! 

1. Lk. 5:8 “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, 

saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!’” 

2. However, never let that discourage you; let your appreciation 

motivate you and fill your heart with love and determination!!!!! 

 

7. Do Not Let Guilt Overwhelm You And Cause You To Give Up! 
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D. (►)  We May Mistake God’s Expectations! 

1. Many Christians seem to think they have to be perfect! 

 

2. They end up being miserable! 

 

3. God NEVER demanded that you be perfect; He asked you to be faithful! 

 

4. You can be faithful; you CANNOT be perfect! 

 

 

 

V. (Slide #12)  When Forgiven, Live With A Clear Conscience -- The BEST 

PILLOW One Can Have! 

A. I Tim. 1:5 “Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, 

from a good conscience, and from sincere faith.” 

 

 

B. I Tim. 1:19 “having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, 

concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,” 

 

 

C. Have this motivation! Heb. 13:18 “Pray for us; for we are confident that we 

have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.” 

 

 

 

VI. (Slide #13)  Passages That Cause Lots Of Consternation To Christians Who 

Long To Feel Secure. 

A. Heb. 10:26-31 “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of 

the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain fearful 

expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the 

adversaries. 28Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses. 29Of how much worse punishment, do you 

suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, 

counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, 

and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is 

Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. And again, ‘The LORD will judge His 

people.’ 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

1. The word “willfully” is the terrifying word! 

a. Brethren immediately assume this means, “If I know something is 

wrong and I commit that act, I AM DOOMED!” 

b. It is NOT just knowing something is wrong before we do it -- if so, 

ALL WILL BE LOST! 

1. David knew adultery and murder were wrong; yet, he was 

forgiven! 

2. Peter knew denial and prejudice were wrong; yet, he was forgiven! 
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c. There was NO GOSPEL in such a message; that was not “Good 

News;” It was DOOM, DESPAIR, And DAMNATION! 

 

2. Willful sin is CONTINUOUS ACTION! 

 

3. The result of “willful sin?” 

a.  There remains NO MORE sacrifice for sin! 

1. If one rejects Christ’s sacrifice, WHERE WILL HE TURN? 

2. There is NO other means of atonement! 

b. Judgment! 

1. It is “terrifying” and “sure” if one commits this “willful sin!” 

2. It is “fiery indignation” that will consume the adversaries of the 

Lord! 

 

4. The context of this passage: 

a. Jewish Christians were being encouraged to leave Christianity. 

1. Persecution was SO severe, particularly from their OWN kindred. 

2. They were asking, “Is it worth it?” 

3. They are being encouraged to renounce Christ as the Messiah and 

Christianity and to return to the Law of Moses. 

b. Paul’s reminder to these Jewish Christians: 

1. Christ has been promised since the Creation! He IS the Messiah! 

2. Christianity is the REAL DEAL! 

a. The superiority of Christianity over the Law of Moses. 

1. No prophet or angel brought the message; the Son of God 

did! Heb. 1:1 - 2:18 

2. Christ is a greater spokesman than Moses! Heb. 3:1 - 4:13 

3. Christ is a greater High Priest than Aaron! Heb. 4:14-

10:18 

4. The absolute privilege to have faith in the Perfect, Divine 

Redeemer and Savior! Heb. 10:19-13:25 

a. In faith, let us have boldness about entering Heaven! 

Heb. 10:19-21 

b. In faith, let us draw near to God! Heb. 10:22 

c. In faith, let us hold fast! Only in that faith will we 

continue to be justified by the Blood of Christ! Heb. 

10:23 

b. HOW could they leave Christianity for the inferior and 

obsolete Law of Moses???? 

c. And the point of the Message -- You CANNOT LEAVE JESUS -- If 

you deny that He is the Messiah, you will NEVER find a Redeemer; 

you will forever be lost! 
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(Slide #14)  Conclusion: 

A. Thank God We Do NOT Have To Depend Totally Upon Ourselves! 

1. Our works will not save us. 

 

2. Our goodness will not save us! 

 

3. Our righteousness will not save us! Is. 64:6 

 

 

B. Christians Can Have Assurance That We Can KNOW That All Is Well In Life 

And In Death! 

1. Our salvation is rooted in and provided by CHRIST! He deserves ALL the 

GLORY! “I KNOW That My Redeemer Lives!” 

 

2. My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less Than Jesus’ Blood And Righteousness!” 

 

3. “My Name Is In The Book Of Life!” 

 

4. Phi. 1:21 “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

 

5. II Ti. 1:12 “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not 

ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is 

able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.” 

 

6. The idea that the second we die we had better be praying or taking the 

Lord’s Supper totally misunderstands and destroys the peace God wants us 

to have in Christ! 

 

 

C. In The Words Of The Great Old Beloved Hymn The Faithful Christian Can 

Sing, “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” 

 

Verse 1: 

 

 “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 

Refrain 

 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior, all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior, all the day long. 
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Verse 2: 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

 

Refrain 

 

 

Verse 3: 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.” 

 

Refrain 

 

Written by Fanny Crosby in 1873; music by Phoebe P. Knapp 


